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m^  these  {lages,  the  former  Work  may  perhaps 
<ba*ie  been  considered  too  professional  for  some 
^madcrrs.  in  the  present  instance,  the  writers 
hftve  endeavoured  to  consult  the  general  tai»te, 
^xihieiikrly  that  of  the  Ivflurktial  Faib, 
^presenting  a  story  enlivened  by  the  intro- 
dtfction  of  dmraeters,  to  which  parallels  may 
^hftvebeen  found  within  the  circle  of  ainMBt 
^^ery  reader^s  society;  with  the  exception  of 
the  veteran  hero,  whom  the  0(^no9centi  may 
be  disposed  to  consider  an  unique. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  necessary  to  explain 
the  reason  why  the  authorship  of  the  former 
Work  was  announced  in  the  singular  number. 
In  some  instances,  the  subjects  examined  were 
so  strictly  technical,  that  one  of  the  parties, 
not  being  himself  a  naval  man,  felt  a  degree 
of  diffidence  in  seeming  to  claim  a  share  in 
originating  several  suggestions,  which  could 
only  have  been  the  fruit  of  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  the  minutia  of  the  service..  In 
the    present    instance,    it    has  been    deemed 
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of  the  river  Dart.  Erected  on  rather  an  abrupt 
eminence  above  the  cliff,  this  rural  retreat  com- 
manded an  almost  boundless  view  of  the  English 
channel  on  three  sides ;  save  where  it  was  inter- 
cepted, on  the  west,  by  the  bold  projection  of 
the  Start  Point;  a  headland  so  often  hailed 
with  delight,  as  the  harbinger  of  home,  by  the 
returning  wanderer  of  the  wave. 

^^  Let  me  see,^'  continued  the  captain ;  '^  what, 
— three  reefs  out  o^  the  taupsles*  on  a  wind  ! — 
never  did  thcU  in  my  time — don'^t  dream  of  the 
squall  that  'ill  catch  him  off  the  point — a  youn- 
ker,  I  warrant ! — Shoud'nt  wonder  if  his  top- 
masts went  over  the  side ; — all  comes  of  boys 
shipping  swabst  before  they  shave. — Weather 
fore-taupsle-sheet  not  home  by  a  fathom— jib 
jtay  m  a  bight,  too — tk^L  a  Uock  to  be  seen  low 
«r  •lD£t-4>les6  my  jodi ! — nar  a  hand  in  die 
ilX    Ske's  mAart  for  .a  «hiUng." 

te  fmmBWoa  of  this  word  aattwlly  de- 


lieli  the  landsouui. 
f  Umnting  epanlettet,  which  in  hii  day  denoted  a  captain. 


clewing  up  every  thing,  in  a  position  near 
enough  to  pve  the  veteran  a  full  view  from  his 
window  x>f  her  busy,  but  orderly  deck. 

The  only  auditors  which  this  nautical  Nestor 
liiul  for  hif.  criiical  comments  upon  the  rising 
frcneration  of  our  seamen,  were  two  female 
relatives,  who  constituted  the  whole  of  his  fire- 
nide  circle.  The  eider,  a  respectable  middle 
aged  matron,  the  captain's  sister-in-law;  whose 
life  bad  been  sufficiently  chequered  to  have  im- 
parted to  her  character  all  those  chameleon  hues, 
which  result  from  a  knowledge  of  the  world. 
Of  an  ambitious  disposition,  though  bumble 
eKtractiun,  she  bad  been  principally, indebted  to 
a  fair  share  of  personal  atlraclions  for  her  cs- 
tablisbment  in  life,  if  more  than  existence  it 
might  be  called,  whose  daily  inconveniencies  and 
(terplciities  were  lo  be  constantly  encountered 
and  defeated  by  shifts  and  evasions  absolutely 
neccBaory  to  maintain  appearances  in  the  early 
•UgMof  her  husband's  professional  career.     lie 
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which  closed  his  career,  without  burdening  his 
family  by  any  regret  for  his  loss.  What  had 
proved  poison  to  her  husband*s  temporal  con- 
cerns, turned  out  a  balm  to  the  sorrows  of  his 
spouse — she  became  a  convert  to  those  prin- 
ciples whose  influence  had  ruined  the  lawyer's 
practice; — was  frequent  in  her  attendance  at 
*^  meeting;" — seldom  seen  at  church ;  and  rose, 
aa  veterans  ought  in  the  forces,  with  her  stand- 
ing, through  the  different  grades  of  '^hearer," 
"convert,**  "class-sister,"*  and  " band-sistcr," 
until  she  became  as  constant  in  her  attendance 
on  the  service  at  Zerubbabcl  Chapel^  as  the  pil- 
\bx  which  supported  its  pulpit« 

The  next  in  order  of  rank,  though  far  above 
her  in  the  estimation  and  affection  of  the  veteran, 
was  his  niece.  Raised  to  a  sphere  far  beyond 
her  early  expectations  by  her  kind-hearted 
uncle,  who  had  adopted  her  on  his  brother*s 
death,  and  completed  het  education  at  con- 
siderable expense;  Emily,  like  girls   of   any 


n  flpvit  with  her  tkewed 
muflfc  kwe  bem  doll 
Boi  to  lurre  peremed  her  ova  ikich 
[■iiiiMi  etcB  wlale  aA  mhaok,  in  the  defrneKe 
and  omked  cmlitieB  €i  bodi  miMiwus  tfrhnrm, 
and  s^ootfdlow^  the  momaiC  Ae  wm  raeo^ 
■bed  as  die  peeaunptive  hatem  of  the  retired 
qU  Ii^ee  admiral^  the  tkk  by  which  her  uncle 
wai  lauallj  deeignated. 

Eaiilj  had  aequired  in  the  captain's  iocsctjr 
a  cuuipeient  aequahrtance  with  sea  temis  to 
ouMiptehend  that  the  stranger  now  anchored 
below  Busthe  a  vesKl  ci  war;  and  the  idea  of 
a  youthful  commander  excited  in  her  a  degree 
of  interest^  whidi  can  only  be  understood  by 
those  ^liran  beauties  in  thdr  teens  who  are  oo». 
demned  to  pass  their  monotonous  days  in  the 
Mghbomfaood  of  a  country  town,  near  two 
hundred  miles  from  the  capital. 

*'  Well,''  proceeded  the  captain  with  his  soli- 
loquy, Mid  wiping  his  glass  with  an  old  bandana, 
part  of  a  testimonial  of  gratitude  which  he  had 
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reoaved  from  a  "free  trader,"  for  a  trifling 
service  when  in  command  of  a  sloop  of  war  on 
the  *^  home  station"  some  twenty  years  before — 
«  ocmiey — ^he^s  taken  up  his  birth  better  than  I 
expected ; — ^but  I  suppose  his  master  had  the 
'  management  of  thai.^^ — Placing  the  glass  again 
to  his  eye,  he  continued,  *^  There's  haul  up  the 
gig,  and  man  the  side ; — aye,  here  he  comes, 
as  stiff  as  a  midshipman.  What — swab  on  the 
starboard  shoulder !  Why  the  boy's  not  posted 
to  be  sure  ? — He^s  in  a  devil  of  a  hurry  to  shift 
it — might  wait  till  superseded  too ! — Aye,  just 
as  1  thought— one  o'  your  feather-bed  fellows — 
not  an  ill-looking  chap,  neither." 

"Young  and  handsome!"  murmured  Emily 
to  herself.  *^  Shall  we  go  to  the  beach,  uncle, 
and  welcome  the  stranger  ?^' 

"  What— are  you  mad,  child  ?  Senior  officer 
wait  on  a  junior  !^* 

"  But  hospitality.  Sir !" 

**  Hospidevilty  ! — I    say  discipline. — What 
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would  become  of  the  service,  if  veterans  were  to 
bend  to  boj's?  If  he  keeps  an  eye  out  to  wind- 
ward, he'll  see  a  reg'lar  rigged  stick"  in  the 
garden. — Come  when  he  will, — glad  to  receive 
him  as  a  supernumerary  at  Campcrdown  cot- 
tage— and,  moreover,  *  victual  him  for  the  day ;' 
— but  damn  all  volunteering. — No,  no,  civility's 
all  very  well  in  its  way  ;^-curse  your  French 
rity,  and  your  privateer  fashion  of  swig- 
l  smoking  with  every  fellow  who  haj)- 
0  be  under  the  same  fly  o'  your  pennant  — 
No,  no,  my  dear — mark  this! — preserve  discipline 
— preserve  your  distance— that's  my  maxim. 
D — n  it,  the  mids  o'  the  Grampus  hatt  it  patter 
than  their  prayers." 

"The  more'fl  tlie  pity,"  excUimed  Mrs; 
Crank,  "  that  youth  should  be  brought  up  so 
very  irrehgiously,  and  that  you,  brother,  should 
allude  to  it  so  irreverently." 


■  Plag-tUO'  ID  the  garden,  which,  throagliout  Elngland,  *  ill 
Im  rwuu),  in  niaety-aiDe  ciuei  of  a  huadrcd,  to  indicate  tlM 
rdldmcu  of  s  milor. 
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*<Whj,  how  now? — The  maxim's  a  -good 
one^  and,  moreova*,  my  own : — and  as  to  pre- 
ferring discipline  to  theit  prayers,  there^s  no- 
rthing, I  hope,  immoral  in  thai ; — though  you're 
always  throwing  moralify  up  in  one^s  face,  you 
'can*t  say  there*s  any  commandment  cracked 
there^that's  if  /  understand  the  decalogue.^' 

^^  Brother,  brother/^  rejoined  Mrs.  Crank,  in 
the  deep  peculiar  tone  so  often  assumed  by  that 
class  of  people  self-denominated  the  '^ serious,' 
^^  why  talk  anl^  of  morality  ? — I  would  speak  of 
a  higher  motive,'' — and  she  would  have  pro- 
ceeded, but  that  the  captun  rattier  peevishly 
sto[^ped  her  short,  by  saying — 

**  See  here,  old  girl,  you  mignt  as  well  try  to 
bring  up*  the  Royal  BUltff  in  the  middle  of 
the  Atlantic,  as  to  prevent  a  sea-faring  man 
firom  indulging  inan  odd  damme,  now  and  then, — 
if  it's  only  to  give  weight  to  his  words. — Wna' 

*  To  anchor. 

t  The  <<  Royal  WOUam,*'  which  Isy  for  many  ftnn  guar 
Aip  al  SpKhead.  She  waa  aaid  to  have  been  the  oldest  s' 
in  the  tenrice,  before  broken  up. 
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the  deuce  irould  you  do  of  a  squally  oight,  if 
you  were  to  be  squeamisli  about  letting  fly  an 
oath  at  a  fellow  for  keeping  fast  the  taupele 
haliards, — or  delicate  about  damning  the  wateli 
sky-high,  for  not  jumping  up  to  the  main-clue- 
garuetsP — Why,  d'ye  know,  that  a  roaring 
thumper  through  a  trumpet  has  often  had  tlie 
effect  of  saving  the  ship  from  jeopardy  ! " 

"At  perhaps  the  expense  of  the  swearer'a 
soul,"  interrupted  his  sister. 

"  Now,  stand  fast  there  ! — The  lesa  you  s^'  i 
on  that  subject,  the  better ; — and  if  you  wish  to 
retain  your   rating  on   your   brother's   books,  ' 
you'll  clap  a  stopper  on  your  petticoat  preach-  J 
ing." 

Tlie  cloud  that  was  gathering  on  the  grave 
brow  of  the  saintly   matron  as  she   meditated  i 
a  reply  to   the   unceremonious   rebuke  of  our  ] 
veteran,    was  dispersed  by  the  entrance  of  a  | 
personage   who  may  be  best  described   as  the 
captain's  factotum. 

When  the  captain  was  aflool,  Tom  Tiller  had 
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served  him  as  coxswain  in  every  ship  he  com- 
manded ;  and  now,  on  shore,  his  duties,  though 
of  a  different  nature,  were  not  less  multifarious. 

^<  I  axes  your  pardon,  Sir,"  said  Thomas,  as 
he  opened  the  door, — '^but  in  course,  as  there^s  a 
man-of-war  brig  brought  up  below,  you'll  hoist 
the  big  ensign  to-day.'^ 

**  Right,  Thomas, — right.— Shift  the  colours, 
and  let  me  see  every  thing  ship-shape  about  the 
grounds  and  garden.  I  hope  now,  the  fly  o' 
the  ensign  wonH  be  fagging  out  the  way  it  was 
on  Sunday  last. — Tack  taught  down,  you 
know ; — and,  for  heaven^s  sake,  don*t  let  Ram 
be  howling  about,  and  throwing  up  his  eyes  like 
a  methodist  parson."" 

«  rU  see  to  it  all.  Sir,"  said  Tom.—"  But, 
if  so  be.  Sir,  the  brig  salutes  us,  how  many  guns 
shall  we  retam  ?" 

"  Salute ! — No,  no,  Thomas,^^  rejoined  Crank, 
with  a  smile, — '*no,  no!  young  as  he  is,  he  is  not 
so  young  as  to  expend  his  powder  on  an  unem- 
ployed officer. — But  who  knows,  but  he  might 
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calendar,  there  was  a  shot  for  almost  every  day 
in  the  year.  On  these  occasions,  too,  the  veteran 
considered  it  to  be  an  indispensable  point  of  his 
duty  to  expend  his  prize  money  as  fast  as  he  did 
the  powder  which  gained  it,  in  jubilee  dinners, 
at  which  he  filled  as  many  rounds  of  bumpers 
during  the  night,  as  he  had  fired  rounds  of 
blank  in  the  morning. 

To  return  to  the  breakfast  room.  The  cap- 
tain, perceiving  the  subject  of  his  present  curi- 
osity **  working  a  traverse^'  up  the  narrow 
way,  which  led  to  his  cottage,  bethought  him 
that  he  might  yield  so  far  to  the  suggestions  of 
Emily  respecting  hospitality,  as  to  meet  the 
stranger  half-way,  without  entrenching  on  his 
notions  of  naval  etiquette.  Thus  resolved,  he 
addressed  his  niece, — 

"Well,  come,  Emily, — clap  on  your  headgear. 
I  don't  care  if  I  do  accompany  you  to  recon- 
noitre this  cruizer ; — besides,  it*s  not  every  day 
the  port  is  honoured  with  a  pennant.*^ 

However  ambitious  of  display  his  fair  niece 
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might  have  bc«n,  yet  her  knowledge  of  the 
capnciouBDess  of  her  uDcle's  temper  induced  her 
(o  interpose  no  delay  to  the  completion  of  his 
wishes,  by  any  studied  effort  to  increase  her 
attractions.  Possibly,  vanity  suggested  it  was 
unnecessary. — Her  toilette  was  quickly  made ; 
and  linking  her  arm  in  her  uncle's,  who  had 
already  stood  with  his  bamboo  extended  in  the 
direction  they  were  to  take,  she  defUy  tripped 
down  the  winding  alley,  to  the  manifest  annoy- 
ance of  her  graver  opinion,  who,  in  a  tone  half 
Bcrions,  half  bantering,  muttered, — 

"  Come,  child ; — ^you're  carrying-on  too  macfa 
canvas  for  me — I  can  never  stand  up  to  my 
sticks  at  this  rate. — You'll  have  me  spiinging 
some  o'  my  spare  spars,  and  I'm  sure  they're 
quite  ticklish  enough  already." 

Anxious  as  other  writers  may  be  of  achieving 
the  picturesque  in  description,  we  most  prune 
oar  wing  to  a  soberer  flight.  Altliough  it  could 
not  be  denied  that  Emily  was  a  fine  girl,  yet  the 
group  was  any  thing  but  picturesque.    In  fact. 
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it  bordered  much  nearer  oa  the  grotesque. — Her 
symmetrical  figure,  and  buoyant  step,  were 
strangely  in  contrast  with  the  jocund  obesity, 
and  hobbling  gait  of  the  principal  figure. — He 
might  be  about  sixty,  and  carried  his  years  well ; 
rather  portly  in  person,  and  of  a  fresh  and 
healthy  complexion;  the  ravages  of  time  or 
clime  were  not  very  apparent.  The  only  evi- 
dence of  his  years  consisted  in  an  exuberance  of 
venerable  milk-white  hair,  which,  though  suf- 
fered to  luxuriate  in  front,  was  compressed 
behind  in  a  neatly  tied  gueue^  which,  without 
disparagement  to  the  perspicacity  displayed  by 
money-lenders  in  our  time,  might  have  been 
discounted  at  sight,  for  thousands,  any  day  be- 
tween three  and  five,  on  the  Royal  Exchange. — 
To  prove  that  Bellona  was  no  stepdame,  she 
had  complimented  him  by  a  scratch  in  the  face 
(which  lubbers  would  have  denominated  a 
frightful  gash),  inflicted  by  a  splinter  from  a 
two-and-thirty  pounder,  as  it  winged  its  wanton 
way  through  the  quarter  deck  bulwark  of  the 
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R  T  in  Rodney's  ever  memorable  victor}^. 
This,  in  those  days,  was  a  species  of  reminis- 
cence of  services,  which  was  mmchoui  very 
sillily  appreciated  by  our  officers,  whea  the  cheap 
distinctions  of  commemorative  ribboiia  and 
medals  were  not  the  only  blazonry  of  valorous 
achievements. 

A  blue  coat,  Biand-up  collar,  long  in  the 
waist,  a  "  square  tuck,"  white  kerseymere 
vest,  ambitiously  displaying  on  each  button  an 
SDcbor,  the  only  exterior  symbol  of  his  profes> 
uon;  wiih  a  pair  of  blue  "unmentionables," 
white  fleecy  stockings,  and  short  black  gaiters, 
composed  the  attire  of  the  veteran. 

Tiller  completed  a  trio  on  which  Hogarth 
would  have  exercised  his  pencil  with  pleasure. 
He  was  a  tough  tar,  so  nearly  his  master's  age, 
ihst  the  old  gentleman,  when  in  very  good 
humour,  uaed  to  joke  with  him  familiarly  on 
their  close  approximation  in  this  respect,  always 
affecting  to  forget  who  was  the  elder  of  the  two. 
— They  had  entered  the  profession  nearly  at  the 
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same  period  of  boyhood ;  had  seen,  therefcn^, 
nearly  equal  periods  of  service,  for  Tiller  retired 
with  his  master.— -Tom,  too,  had  reaped  his 
share  of  honours,  as  well  as  the  veteran,  having 
been  for  several  years  previously  a  captain  also 
— that  is,  of  a  top.  He  was  of  a  spare  habit, 
extremely  bow-legged,  small  in  the  waist,  and 
laag  in  the  arms ;  his  eye  (for  he  had  but  one, 
the  other  having  been  whisked  out  by  the  ex- 
plosion al  a  powder-horn,  when  priming  his 
oarronade  in  action)  always  resting  on  his  com- 
mander's ;  his  complexion  mahogany,  enlivened 
with  an  odd  streak  here  and  there  (pardcularly 
on  the  nose)  of  vermilion,  and  betokening  long 
service  in  a  variety  of  climates,  as  he  contended — 
possibly,  an  undue  preference  to  strong  potations. 
He,  too,  sported  a  tolerable  tail,  which,  on  ordi- 
nary occasions,  was  bent  up  in  a-bight ;  but,  on 
Sundays  and  holidajrs,  was  uncoiled,  and  dis- 
played in  all  its  fur  proportions. — He  wore  the 
ordinary  dress  of  a  sailor,  marked  by  a  scrupu- 
lous exactness ;  and  a  rigid  attention  to  clean- 


bDM,  u  n  ihwwiM  111  for  a,  peculiar  feetii^ 
Ttndi  had  well  ingK  nibbed  Canperdown  cot- 
tige  irf  not  the  IcMt  worthy  of  Hb  imnatfa. 
Thii  aroBc  fnm  wi  MtMAnnent  to  ln>  profenioD, 
■nd  old  InibiU.  la  fact,  no  earthly  connder- 
Mioo  oixdd  have  mduoed  bim  to  tubstitute  a 
inrj  tor  tbe  Uuc  jacket  and  vhite  trmrien  of 
the  ur.  Indeed,  when  his  mistreas  had  alluded 
wmetiines  to  the  drcumstance  of  his  appearing 
in  a  gentUman's  faouly  bo  aiogularly  attired, 
Tiller  umfonnlj  accompaoied  the  remark  with 
an  unconscious  store,  as  if  ignorant  of  ber  mean- 
ing, and  an  obvious  anxiety  to  leave  the  room ; 
tbou^  the  next  morning,  whilst  dressing  bis 
master,  be  never  neglected  to  signify  bis  unalter- 
aUe  dislike  to  the  proposed  innovati(»,  by 
■ITiulfng  to  an  intention  be  had  long  cherished, 
though  as  often  postpcned,  to  give  up  service, 
and  go  into  the  country  to  see  his  friends. — 
This  would  have  been  to  Crank  a  separation  of 
•out  and  Body,  so  that  Tiller  was  sure  to  gain 
Us  oligect,  and  the  point  was  dedded  by  the 
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captain  at  Isat  jocosely  observing  to  his  ^ster, 
that  "  it  was  quite  out  of  the  question,  to  ex- 
pect a  square-rigged  craft,  like  Tom,  ever  to 
bend  a  fore-and-aft  suit  of  sails." 

The  above  sketches  from  the  life  will  suffice 
U)  introduce  to  the  reader^s  acquaintance  a  few 
of  the  dramatic  persoiue  who  figure  in  these 
volumes. 
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CHAPTEH  !I. 
JOINING  CO. 


The  garden  walk  cerminaled  with  a  gale 
upeniog  into  a  steep  ravine,  richly  planted  and 
■rdied  overhead,  which  rather  abruptly  de- 
•cended  lo  the  shore.  At  some  distance  beneath 
ihe  umbrageous  foliage,  two  6gures  were  seen 
■lowly  winding  up  the  ascent.  The  dim  light 
which  pervaded  this  hollow  way  threw  them 
furtlier  into  perspective  than  might  have  been 
imagined  from  tbe  distinctness  ntth  which  their 
conrersaiJOD   reached   the    ears  of   our  party. 
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The  subject  was  rather  startling  to  the  dignity 
of  the  old  gentleman,  accustomed  as  he  was  to 
the  more  stately  demeanour,  and  reserved  habits 
of  officers  in  his  day.  It  seemed  to  refer  to 
himself;  and  the  observation  had  called  forth  a 
laugh  from  the  superior,  as  he  conjectured,  at 
his  expense.  Nor  did  the  officer  (for  it  now 
evidently  appeared  the  couple  approaching  be^ 
longed  to  the  brig)  seem  to  be  one  of  those 
likely  to  exact  much  deference  from  his  attend- 
ant, who,  notwithstanding,  kept,  out  of  respect 
for  his  superior,  a  little  better  than  ^^  a  boat- 
book^s  length  in  his  wake.'' 

<'  Perhaps,  Sir,^"*  said  the  inferior,  closing  up 
abreast  of  bis  officer,  and  who  happened  to  be 
bow-man  of  the  boat,  which  bad  not  long  landed 
from  the  brig,  ^  Pethaps,  Sir,  es  I  /draws  less 
water  mot  you,  it  might'nt  be  amisa  to  let  me 
lead  through  the  narvows.^' 

^  Why,  Jonea,  you're  as  cautious  as  a  Por- 
tuguese pilot,^^  retitriied  the  officer;  ^  aurely 
m^^K  no  danger  to  dread  ^^* 
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"  I  doa'it  know  tkat.  Sir ; — it^s  as  wdl  to 
mmd  m  ve  go.— U  you  takes  nj  adrice,  Sr, 
yoa'd  'ooonilre  the  old  boy  afore  we  baaid  him 
ID  the  smoke." 

"  1  wdnan  joor  ^vudence  :  but  |Kay,  J'onei, 
mhj  dm  pnoutioD  ?  Tbe  old  geoileiMM  ap. 
peus  to  hare  babted  biscoloun  io  coBpliment 
ID  the  brig*!  putbBg  into  port;  and  it's  not 
likdy  that  an  old  officer  would  turn  hia  back 
on  a  Un&jicket,  or  abut  his  doora  agaiaot  a 
Mflor." 

**  W^,  I  bof>e  yoo're  not  oat  tn  your  reck- 
"tang.  Sir ; — but  ynu  aee.  Sir,"  tdd  the  tar,  aa. 
awMDg  tbe  Jir  of  one  endowed  **  wkh  a  laamed 
^lint  af  bHBaa  deainga ;"  "ysuaee.  Sir,  wfatn 
a  man'a  a  king  time  out  o'  commiBaoa,  be  eaa^t 
lMtpgeltuig,aaa  body  any  aay, — dwre- hardened 
a  hit — a  ttWEfa  «*  tbe  two  vaya  wi'iuai — bearca- 
is,  yoM  iuow.  Sir,  when  be  maani  to  itaek-oatt  i 
— and  pc4ite  mough  to  ax  you  to  indua  yaat 
tipt  wbea  at  tbe  same  time  be'd  as  aooo  pve 
you  a  drap  of  his  Uaod  aa  a  drop  of  Ua  bottle.*' 
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«  ■ 

*'  Probably  so ;  but  I  make  it  a  rule  never  to 
distrust  the  cloth  ;  and,  to  its  honour  be  it  said, 
r^e  nerer  yet  been  deceived.  But,  hollo !  who 
have  we  here  ?" 

^  The  commodore,  by  all  that's  blue  !'^  said 
the  bowman,  who  had  previously  learnt  from 
the  fishermen  on  the  beach  the  appellative 
by  which  the  veteran  was  known  in  the 
neighbourhood.  '^  Oh,  it's  him.  Sir,  as  sure  as 
a  gun^  for  here^s  the  gate  close  aboard ;  he's 
overhard  us  for  sartin." 

"Well,  Sir,"  said  the  other,  elevating  his 
voice  sufficiently  to  reach  distinctly  the  person 
it  was  meant  to  conciliate,  *'  he  can  have  heard 
nothing  of  which  he  or  I  have  any  reason  to 
be  ashamed." 

He  had  hardly  time  to  put  his  hand  to  his  hat, 
and  salute  the  party,  ere  the  old  gentlema|^ 
aooosted  him  with  an  obviously  constrained 
familiarity : — 

**  Your  humble  servant.  Sir. — I  presume  the 
brig  brought  up  below  is  yours  V* 
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"IhatetheWtmiHobeVmgtoher,'"  replied 
tlteoCcer. 

"  Belong  to  her?— jou  loeaii  she  belong  to 
joo.— Wdl,  Sir,— you're  ■welcome  to  the  port.— 
My  niece  here  preTai\ed  aa  me  to  come  dowa  to 
niett  jou ;  though,  I  assure  you,  1  was  not  over 
BchiMd  to  start  tack  or  sheet. — ^We  liners,  you 
know,  are  oot  in  the  faalrit  of  leading  email  craft 
KUo  tbeir  anchora^." 

**  I  feel  more  setudbly  the  campliment  frcxn 
its  having  originated  with  the  lady,"  said  the 
Mranger,  bowing  gracefully  to  Emily,  "  but  the 
fact  is,  I  have  been  sent  by  Captain  Staunch 

to  a " 

"  Stmt  /"  interrupted  Crank,  in  a  tone  of  sur- 
pritt, — "rdunieered you  mean? — You're  super- 
•eded,  I  tnppoie  ?" 
"  I  hope  Dot,  Sir." 

"  Hope  not ! — Gad,  had  you  been  served  as  I 
«as — kept  knocking  about  the  North  Seas  the 
Kanding-part  <^  a  winter's  cruize  after  you  were 

VOL.  1,  C 
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po9ted^*  you  wouldn't  olgect  to  your  successor's 
joining  so  soon.^' 

<<  You  labour,  I  rather  think.  Sir,  under 
some  misapprehension,  attributable  to  my  wear- 
ing an  epaulette.  Perhaps,  Sir,  you  have  not 
been  apprised  of  the  recent  change  in  the  uni- 
form r 

"  Change  in  the  uniform  ! — what  change  ?— 
M^  niece  here  generally  overhauls  the  news- 
papers very  sharply,  and  neither  of  us  have  read 
any  thing  of  the  matter— have  we,  child  ?" 

*^  Pardon  me.  Sir,"  said  he,  ^^  a  considerable 
change  has  taken  place.  The  same  uniform 
which  hitherto  distinguished  a  post-captain  under 
three  years*  standing,  now  denotes  the  rank  of 
lieutenant" 

^^  What,  Sir,  you  don't  mean  to  say  that  the 
lufftackle-t"  has  shipped  the  swabf'* 

*^  Yes,  Sir,  and  on  the  right  shoulder."*' 
.  **  Ha !  ha !  ha ! — The  service  is  going  head- 
long to  the  devil !     Then,  of  course,  the  wash- 

*  Made  post  captain.  f  Lieutenant 
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bonds*  are  fifaspped  by  the  reefer.-f*     And  10^ 
after  all,  I*m  addreMdng  only  a  Ueutenaat  /—is 

*^  At  your  lenrioe.  Sir,  <»ly  lieutenant,  and 
cTfsi  mxmd  Ikatenant   cxf  His  Majesty^s  sloop 

*^  D  n  it,  this  is  the  devil'*8  own  take-in, 
or  dear,^  said  Crank  to  Emily,  aside. — <<  Pray, 
Sr,  may  I  ask  your  name?^ 

«  Burton,  Sir.*' 

^  Burton !  Burton  \ — surdy  you  can'^t  be  son 
to  iaj  okl  messmate.  Bob  Burton,  who  served  as 
second  in  the  Boync  f — ^But,  no ;  I  remember. 
Eke  mysdf,  he  kept  his  text  through  life,  nerer 
to  be  hampered  with  a  rib— so  that  can't  be, 
except,  to  be  sure, — a  side-wind/' 

He  might,  perhaps,  have  pursued  the  subject 
further,  notwithstanding  Emily  had  disengaged 
her  arm  from  his  to  occupy  herself  in  unneces- 

*  White  frdagt  of  te  imifomi  coat,  fonneily  indiotJDg 
tibe  nak  of  Umtenant. 
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sarily  adjuisting  a  very  delicate  and  faultless 
specimen  of  shoe-tie,  had  not  the  frown  which 
he  saw  fast  gathering  on  the  lieutenants  brow 
recalled  the  old  gentleman  to  a  sense  of  the 
impropriety  of  pushing  this  species  of  equitable 
dubiety  further  as  to  the  parentage  of  a  perfect 
stranger.  He  hastened  to  resume  the  subject ; — 
luckily,  the  catch-word  suggested  itself — ^'  Bur* 
ton,  Burton  ; — well,  and  pray,  Mr.  Burton,  if  it 
be  a  fair  question,^'  continued  the  veteran,  ^^  how 
comes  it  that  as  second  lieutenant,  you  are  the 
first  oiBcer  to  land  from  the  brig  ? — I  suppose,  in 
those  sort  of  small  craft,  there  are  no  more  cats 
than  can  catch  mice.-*-A  brig^  you  know.  Sir,  is 
not  like  a  battle-ship. — To  be  sure,  in  my  day^ 
the  second  lieutenant  of  a  liner  was  considered 
as  a  sort  of  spare-topmast,  that  lay  idle  on  the 
booms  as  long  as  the  Jirst  was  standing ; — ^but 
times,  I  perceive,  have  terribly  changed — ter- 
ribly, indeed.'' 

Though  Emily  in  some  measure  shared  in  her 
uncle's  mortificaUon  at  finding,  as  he  had  so  un- 
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c^vtDoniousty  expressed  it,  that  all  thiE  while  lie 
had  been  addressing  oni^  a  lieutenant;  her  de- 
portment obviouGly  betrayed,  even  to  a  careless 
observer,  that  a  cunsiderable  degree  of  interest 
had  been  already  excited  by  the  rencontre.  Nor 
was  this  at  all  surprising. — Taking  her  uncle  as 
a  specimeD  of  the  profession,  whose  temper,  not- 
withstanding his  goodness  of  heart,  was  crabbed, 
and  whose  manner  and  conversation,  harsh  and 
dictatorial,  she  was  agreeably  surprised  by  the 
unaffecled  manners,  oasy  afiability,  and  prepos- 
ecostng  appearaDce  of  the  y'^'^'g  officer ;  and 
this  surprise  might,  perhaps,  best  interpret  the 
tneAning  of  those  furtive  glances  of  her  (int- 
dark  eyes,  which  were  directed  towards  him  at 
intervals,  when  she  imagined,  from  his  being 
engaged  in  conversation  with  her  uncle,  there 
was  little  danger  of  her  being  delected. 

To  keep  the  vctcrnn  no  longer  in  suspense  as 
to  the  object  of  his  mission,  Burton  proceeded 
to  acquaint  him  that  he  ramc  ashore  specially 
tat  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  fresli 
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provisions  and  water  were  to  be  ooDvenieDtlj 
obtained  in  the  neighbourhood  ?—^^  We  have^ 
Sir,^'  said  he,  ^^just  returned  from  a  cruise  off 
Sctllj, — and — seeing  St.  Greorge's  ensign  flying 
at  the  flag-sUff— ^ 

«  Flag-stafl;  young  man  r  interrupted  Cftmk, 
^*  T\l  have  you  know  that  ^/Za^*8taff,  as  you  eali 
ity  is  the  main-to'-gallant-mast  of  a  six<and.thirtj 
gun  frigate,  and  no  capperbar*  either.  D  o 
it,  where  are  your  eyes,  Sir? — Don^t  you  see 
she^s  a  reg'^lar  fidded  royal-^nast,  cross-trees  and 
all  complete  ? — Fll  answ^  for  it,  the  stay  and 
shrouds  are  made  of  a  better  piece  of  two-and* 
a-half  hawser-hud  stuff  than  any  you  can  sporl 
in  your  a — what  d'ye  call  her.  Sir  F^ 

^^  The  Spitfire,'^  replied  the  lieutenant  coolly, 
who  percrived  he  had  a  testy  customer  to  deal 
with. 


*  As  tliit  wffl  be  perfectly  weQ  nndentood  by  tliose  who  tre 
ioCerested  in  the  honour  of  the  service,  and  in  kequng  the 
secret,  it  shall,  for  the  sake  of  the  veteran,  never  be  eiplained 
in  a  note  of  ours. 
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"  The  Spitfire,  eh  ? — buiJt  since  my  rime. — 
WelJ,  and  so  you  say  tlus  Spitfire — (gad,  you've'' 
got  ber  black  enoiigb  to  call  her  the  Belzcbub — 
UHinda  !  girl,  don't  be  treading  on  my  toes—) 
and  «o  you've  only  come  into  port  to  replenish 
your  wwer? — you're  sure  nothing  else  ? — cap- 
tain not  sick  o'  the  cruize,  eh  ? — old  stationer, 
you  know — up  to  tlicse  sort  o'  rigs." 

"  Sir,  it  would  not  become  me  to  dispute  that 
such  may  be  the  reeult  of  your  ovn  experience ; 
but  it  would  become  me  Iees,  tamely  to  acquiesce 
in  any  undeserved  censure  on  the  conduct  of 
my  commander  C  and,  with  a  graceful  iaclina^ 
ticHi  of  the  head  towards  Emily,  he  continued, 
"  Nor  would  it  be  just  to  the  profession  or  to 
yourself,  to  omit  reminding  you  tliat  this  cen> 
sure  U  levelled  agunst  the  most  devoted  pro- 
tectora  of  the  sex," 

•*  Holloa,  young  man, — touchy  as  tinder ! — 
What  tack  are  we  on  now  ? — got  hold  of  a  sea- 
lawyer  it  seems. — However,  I  like  your  spirit 
in  sticking  up  for  the  discipline  of  the  service. 


32  SAILORS  AND  SATNTS. 

Respect  your  superiors — that's  my  maxim;— 
had  it  painted  on  the  break  of  the  Grampu8'*$ 
poop.^ 

"  Well,  Sir,"  said  the  lieutenant,  "  as  duty 
never  admits  of  delay,  perhaps  you  will  have  the 
politeness  to  oblige  me  with  your  assistance  ?" 

**  Certainly,  Sir, — ever)'  officer  in  His  Ma- 
jesty*s  navy  is  entitled  to  my  good  offices,  espe^ 
cially  on  a  point  of  service. — If  you're  deters 
mined  not  to  make  for  the  cottage ;  my  man, 
Tiller  here,  shall  step  to  the  best  butcher  in  the 
place,  and  order  him  to  comply  with  your  *  pur* 
ser's  demand.' — By-the-by,  how  is't  he  didn*t 
land  himself  to  look  after  his  own  business  P — In 
my  time,  Ntpcheese*  would  have  considered  it 
as  good  as  a  re-capture  to  have  had  such  an 
opportunity  of  contracting  with  a  butcher/' 

Being  made  acquainted  that  this  duty  had 
been  assigned  to  the  lieutenant  in  consequence 
of  the  indisposition  of  the  purser,  Crank  pro* 

...  *  Nickname  for  purser. 
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ceeded  to  pomi  out  the  best  watering-place  in 
the  vicinity,  adding  ihat,  "  If  it  does  not  interfere 
trith  your  duly,  perhaps  you'll  take  a  family 
dinneT  with  us— eight  bellB,  you  know,  to  a 
minute,-  continued  Crank,  pulling  out  liis  watch, 
and  compering  it  with  Burton's, 

Tlie  lieutenant  politely  made  his  acknoiv- 
led^enls,  giving  his  assurance  that  nothing 
wotdd  afFord  him  greater  pleasure;  but  inti- 
mated that,  as  he  was  on  duty,  his  compliance 
would  depend  upon  obtaining  leave  from  his 
captain. 

"  Perhaps,  Sir,"  said  Emily,  "  we  may  have 
ibe  addiuonal  pleasure  of  your  captain's  com- 
pany ?'" 

"  Why,  I  don't  exactly  know  what  to  say  to 
that,  my  dew;"  said  Crank.—"  I  know,  in  my 
lime,  it  wasu't  quite  according  lo  Cocker,  for  a 
raptflin  and  lieutenant  to  dine  together  ashore — 
hut  be  that  aa  it  may.  Sir — make  our  compliments 
- — no  force,  you  know — a  volunteer's  worth  two 
pressed  men— lay,  if  he  comes,  glad  lo  see 
c3 
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him — ^hearty  welcome,  and  all  that  sort  o*  thing. 
You  may  depend  on  it,  there's  some  cafntal  stuff 
in  the  store-room/' 

Bowing  to  both,  Burton  informed  them  that 
the  accident  which  afforded  him  the  pleasure  of 
this  introduction,  would,  he  feared,  prevent  hit 
commander  partaking  of  their  hospitality.  **  It 
was  but  the  other  day,'^  he  said^  ^*  that  the 
captain  had  a  narrow  escape,  by  the  fiilling  of  a 
block  from  aloft :  fortunately,  however,  it  only 
fell  on  his  foot ;  but  the  contusion  is  suffidently 
severe  to  confine  him  to  his  cabin." 

"  Aye,  aye !  nothing  but  n^ligence — ^now 
that's  a  thing  /  never  would  forgive— a  block 
or  marlinspike  falling  from  aloft,  was  always 
three  dozen  in  my  time." 

This  hint  seemed  to  be  little  relished  by  the 
lieutenant's  attendant,  who,  turning  up  the 
whites  of  his  eyes,  muttered,  in  an  almost  audi- 
ble tone-7-'^  Precious  times  them !— suppose  a 
poor  fellow  fell  from  aloft,  dare  say  they'd  a 
brought  him  to  a  reg*lar.built  court  martial,  if 
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be  hadn't  the  good  fortuo  to  ftdi  on  hie  pate 
and  knock  out  hisbraius.'' 

*'  Talking  of  blocks  falling  from  aloft,  reminds 
me,"  said  Crank,  "  of  a  sad  accident  which 
happened  aboard  the  Ramilies  —  Ramiliet? — 
let's  see,  was't  the  Ramilies,  or  the  Boyne  ?— 
right,  the  Ram ;  because,  now  I  remember, 
'twas  just  after  I  became^^rrf  of  the  formers- 
Well,  you  must  know.  Sir,  one  day,  in  a  general 
chase  to  windward — cracking  on  as  much  ai  , 
ever  we  could  stagger  under  tripplcd<reefed 
Laupelei  and  courses — a  cursed  croGS-sea  running 
—taking  it  in  clean  over  all — " 

Here  Emily,  aware,  from  experience,  of  the 
probable  prolixity  of  her  uncle's  Btories,  wheiK 
ever  he  commenced  to  touch  on  technicals  with  i 
so  formidable  a  flourish  as  "  tripple-reef^-crosft- 
seas— and  cracking  on  canvas,"  correctively 
placed  her  hand  on  her  uncle's  sleeve,  remind- 
ing him,  that  *'  the  gcntlemaa  had  to  repair  on  , 
board,  and,  if  he  expected  him  to  return  to 
dinner,  be  bad  better  reserve  the  catastrophe   , 


until  they  again  moti"  a  liiiit  ivliich  wn^  g 
followed  hj  the  lieutenant  politely  taking  \c:i\  J 
for  the  present,  and  expretsing  a  hope  that  til 
■hould  be  favoured  with  that  anecdote,  <^  ann 
other  fruits  of  his  experience,  when  he  bad  the  I 
pleasure  to  rejoin  them. 

According  to  this  arrangement,  the  offlcer,  1 
now,  accompanied  by  Tiller  and  the  bowirian, 
descended  to  the  beach  to  examine  the  watering- 
place.  The  one-eyed  tar  having  pointed  out  tlie 
road,  the  lieutenant  preceded  hb  companions, 
neither  of  whom  were  remarkable  for  taciturnity. 
Indeed,  from  the  first  moment,  each  had  eyed 
the  other  with  a  secret  determination  to  exchange 
shots  yi  a  tuvil  conversational  way,  having  gra- 
dually  slackened  their  pace,  so  as  to  fall  into  the 
rear,  and  to  get  out  of  bearing,  when  the  bow. 
man  thus  broke  silence— 

"  I  say,  ehipmate — what  sort  of  a  birth  have 
you  got  on  it  herep — A  rum  rating— I  take 


"Him  say  the  birth   wa»  -  ~'~_^ 
-'^'^V..  a/fdded  stickt  there,  «^*PJ*° 

'^f'sieM,  Itakeitvovi^se 

''■'^'.Wr.roval-yaTd-ar»n?" 
"  r.4^ -retorted  TUler;— 

4^  Sisticts    here  ;  —  ^'  .       ^o  do 

^^Va  night,  weve 

>'^"  t-ve    ^^^    J"*'  "^ 

\  now,  that's    v^bat  ^^^    ^^^,,,   , 

\"   ^d  the  bowman.  ^^.^or^— "  ""*^ 

for  Tom  in  go-^^'^^^^^rt^^  iu.t  no^,  1 

r-«m  what  I  overbea 
>tt»ore,  from  wn»  „,Y,cr    »    *"^^^ 

it  the  old  gemman's    --^^^^^,  sar^e-out 
mA:-hcd  sooner,  >-* 

ttdteni,  nor  doable  a*  ^      ^^^t,    "« 

^XN>.  for   the    '"-"""J^^eA  ^t." 
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"  Well,— there's  never  no  denyin;;  but  somel 
6*   the  sim'lar    sort  have  their  good  pints,  i 
Well  as  their  bad  uns." 

"  Pints,"  said  Tiller, — assuming  an  air  of  im- 
portance— "  he's  as  many  pints  as  the  compaa^ 
if  you  only  knew  how  to  box  'em. — I  knows  bis 
trim  better  nor  most,  and  take  him,  by,  or  large, 
^u'll  not  find  his  match  iu  a  million.- — The 
^ut,  to  be  sure,  sometimes  sets  him  a  snarling, 
vben  it  makes  him  lie  by  with  his  legs  in  limbo ; 
•~4nd  he's  notover  pleased  when  his  sister-in-law 
—a  sort  o'  sfie  clargyman — tarns  to  a  preaching, 
ind  tries  to  gammon  the  old  man  out  of  a  New- 
ond,*  you  know,  for  divarting  the  Jews,  as  she 
^Is  it; — but  the  breeze  once  over,  the  sea  soon 
(DCS  dontu — Well !  but  I  say—  that  seems  • 
irack  craft  o'  your's!"  added  Tom,  aasumiog  a 
ivelier  tone. 

"  You  may  nay  that,  my  bo,"  said  the 
rounger  tar,  "  when  you  next  write  home  to 
our  Mends. — The  very  barkey  as  can  run  in 
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the  guns — send  down  royal  and  to'^gallant-yorda 
— hoist  the  boats  in,  and  pipe  ttie  hammocks 
down  all  in  the  saaie  breath.** 

"  And  in  course,  sarve  out  slf^  too,  at  tbe 
tame  time,"   returned  Tiller,  thinLing  that  hij> 

oompanion  waa  drawing  upon  his  credulity. 

"  But,  I  say,  how  is't  you've  got  her  black  and 
all  black  ?" 

"  There's  the  beauty  tm  her  I — why,  d'ye 
think  she's  like  a  Indy,  as  wants  psdnt  and  rib- 
bans*  to  show-off  her  ^heer  ? — Did  you  ever  see 
aawnn  sit  prouder  in  a  pond  f"  said  the  bowman, 
pointing  to  the  vessel  at  her  anchorage — "  1 
wish  you  could  only  see  her  gilt  stars  aatem— 
look  at  her  figure-head,  glittering  like  a  guinea 
in  the  sun,  as  much  as  to  say, — '  there's  take  the 
shine.' — Twig  her  bottom,  as  bright  as  a  new- 
coined  copper :— that's  scudding,  not  xouring,'f 
old  boy  I — Look  at  her  bulging  bow— grad'ally 

'  The  painWd  numldiiiBS  ataog  ■  ship'*  tide  are  tarmed,  in 
MOtiral  Ungiu^,  ribboDi. 

+  Sc«arin^.— Muif  reMelt   wer«  in  lie  habit  of  » 
Ibtit  copper,  to  five  it  ■  briglit  nppeamiM. 
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swelling  from  the  &arfus  up— for  all  the  world 
like  fl  lady's  bosom,  shored-up  by  a  taut  pair  o' 
stays.— See  her  sticks,*  how  they  stand — stayed 
to  an  affigraphyit — there's  yards,  for  yuti — as 
square  as  a  die ; — did  you  ever  see  such  white 
and  well-stowed  hammocks  afore  ?" 

"Oh,  the  craft's  very  well,"  said  Tiller, — 
("Highi  a-head,  Sir!"  sung  out  Thomas,  perceiv- 
ing the  lieutenant  now  at  a  loss  for  his  way  lo  the 
stream) — ''  the  craft's  very  well  liersolf— but — " 

"  But— but  n'Ao/ now?"  interrupted  TUIer't 
companion ;  *'  if  you  could  only  haul  up  the  lid 
o'  your  t'other  top-light,  you'd  see  she  was  more 
nor  well." 

*'  Come — come — steady  a  bit — right  your 
htim— you  needn't  be  in  ^uch  an  iiifarnal  lakinfi 
—1  wag  only  going  to  ax — what  sort  of  oflictr* 
you'  ii-got." 


't tcRu [or unlrriy  —  "  Eiiiinm."— Ai littlr  i««- 
tiip*,  can  br  girtn  fur  tb*  um  of  the  trrm  in  tfaia 
a  lur  csHinc  •  li*v«n(*>  nud*  onl  of  burnt  IriKuit 


idwiMr  "  Ot-o-pt^J-'' 
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o'  your  reg'lar-built,  parlee-voo  hop-kickera — 
But  get  'em  once  in  blue  water — once  out 
o'  tlieir  sweet  scented  suds,  and  see  what  a  Bil- 
lingsgate battery  they'd  open  on  all  as  corned 
under  their  fire," 

"  But  damn  it,  man,  doean't  I  tell  you,"  re- 
turned the  bowman,  rather  warmly,  "  lliat  he'a 
none  o'  the  sort  at  all  ?" 

"  Well,  then — what  sort  are  the  rest  o'  your 
officers?— kase,  you  know,  one  chafed  strand's 
enough  to  condemn  a  whole  cable. — (Straight 
on,  under  the  cliU',  Sir,"  said  Tiller,  again  hail- 
ing the  lieutenant) — "  what  sort  o'  chaps  are 
they  ?" 

"  Why,  there's  the  first  lieutenant,  to  be  sure, 
gets  sometimes  a-hcad  of  his  reck'ning — does 
things  hand  over  liand,  in  a  hurry — but  Iktre'a 
tlie  boy,"  said  die  bowman,  pointing  to  Burton, 
who  was  too  far  a-head  to  overhear  their  conver- 
wtion — "  that's  the  boy  as  can  box  the  br^ 
about — he  can  do  more  wi'  the  watch  than 
t'other  could  do  with  all  hands — He's  the  smart- 
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ttt  Toang  fellow  I  ever  Kc'd  in  my  day,  and 
nerer  axes  a  man  to  do  more  nor  he  can  do  hiio- 
kUI— 1  'merobnTB  one  morn,  lying  moored  at 
Spitbead,  when  the  first  leaAeoant  was  ashore 
OQ  Ifisve,  and  he  wa«  left  (^cky  aboard,  and, 
baJuse  we  naan'l^rsf,  as  usual,  in  crossing  to - 
gaOaot  yards — may  I  never  Bee  light  If  he  didn't 
aead  the  sticks  iipand  down  thineen  times  afonj  he 
piped  to  brcakfa£t — and  the  twelfth  time,  he  got 
ao vexed  (what  no  man  afore  ever  seed  in  the  ship) 
that  he  sings  out  to  Bob  Law,  the  second  captain 
cf  the  fore-top,  as  was  rigging  the  upper  yard* 
win  at  the  time — *  £ither  you  or  cie,'  says  he, 
'  Mister  Law,  's  a  tiulor.*— '  /  sanred  my  time  to 
the  am,'  says  Bob. — '  Then  the  sea  sorved  out  a 
UMer,'  says  t'other — what  puts  Bob,  you  know, 
so  much  on  his  pluck,  that,  singing  out  loud 
enough  for  all  hands  to  hear  him  aboard,  '  rd 
tike,*  says  Bob,  '  to  sec  the  fellow  in  the  fleet, 
as  could  rig  an  upper-yard-arm  smarter  nor  me.' 
—  *  You  wotdd,  would  ye  ?'  says  the  leaftenant, 
with  the  blood  flying  up  in  his  face — *  Here, 
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Stowel,*  says  he,  to  the  master,  ^  send  the  yards 
up,'  says  he,  and  flying  forward,  he  flings  ofi^ 
his  coat  on  one  of  the  guns,  runs  aloft  like  a 
lamplighter,  and  afore  he  gets  fairly  a  foot  in 
the  top,  he  sings  out,  '  sway  away,  master,  damn 
it,  don't  wait  for  mCy  man  !^  Well,  you  know, 
tho'  there  wasn't  a  man  in  the  brig  that  wouldn't 
go  further,  aye,  further  than  Fidler's  Green  for 
him — still,  it  wasn't  in  natur,  you  know,  to  let 
poor  Bob  be  beat  by  a  gemman — so,  you  see,  they 
makes  the  deviPs  own  run  with  the  yard  rope, 
to  sway  the  upper-yard  arm  out  of  his  fist,  but 
he  was  too  sharp  for  'em  all— for  he  bevelled  it  so 
well  at  the  mast  head,  as  he  held  the  lift-and- 
brace  in  both  hands,  that  the  stick  flew  thro'  'em 
just  like  a  fiEur  leader — and  there  was  the  fore* 
topgallant  yard  across,  aye,  half-a-minute  afore 
the  main  was  rigged." 

«  Well,"  said  Tiller,  "  I  suppose  Mr.  Law, 
as  you  calls  him,  looked  a  bit  blue  ?** 

**  Why,  you  may  suppose  be  dropped  his 
peak,  as  soon  as  the  leaftenant  comes  down  on 


i4,iiAa5*,^«^  a  "ort  oC  cwmgger,  '  Then, 

UK  KMto  \D  ^  v\kat  I  oo«ilidii*t  do  6eUer 
mjtfiSV-^YJdV  »3»^cftH  eiieering  up  ■  h*L 
w  IS  lo  cljndi  the  conoera  &1  ooce,  *  I  declare 
to  ra;  God,  Sii,^  »^&\ie,  *  1  axes  your  pankn, 
but  I  didn't  ddak.  ''twas  in  mortal  nun  to  beat 
Bob  Law  tX  any  \hing  aloft — and  I'm  Uowed,' 
lud  be,  *  if  I  larn  my  back  to  another  iD  the  fleet 
'iida  younelf.'^— I  doesn't  koow  wjietber  this 
pakver  o'  Bob's  pleases  tbe  lesAenaoi  or  no,  but 
I  koows,  ever  toDce,  they've  both  taken  together 
as  naTral  as  brandy  and  water.'' 

Tbey  bad  now  readied  tbe  watertDg-fdace, 
and  tbe  lieutenant  exprened  himsdf  satisfied 
with  its  appearance.  Obaoving  to  the  bowman 
that  it  would  require  no  great  length  c^  hiwe 
to  fiil  tbe  casks,  he  speedily  rejraoed  the  boat's 
crew  oo  tbe  beach,  and  pulled  for  tbe  brig. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


DANDYISM. 


Hie  first  request 


He  msde^  wsA,  like  his  brothers  to  be  dress 'd. 

Dry  DEN. 


Already  all  was  activity  on  board.  The 
yawl  and  cutter  had  been  hoisted  out  off  the 
booms,  and  filled  with  breakers  (let  not  the 
landsmen  be  alarmed)  and  empty  casks.  The 
crews  had  been  piped  away  by  order  of  the 
senior  lieutenant,  and  the  movement  was  only 
interrupted  by  the  ringing  of  the  captain's  bdl, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  orderly,  requesting 
the  attendance  of  the  lieutenant  in  the  cabin. 

It  was  remarked  of  the  commander,  that  when- 


e<aKa^«\it£\s9os\tk>i&  prevented  htB  doii^ 
dieduUKcitWi^AaSion,  in  person,  he  was  more 
paitkuMj  Vnaoou&  ihat  those,  on  -whom  it  de- 
Tcive4,'iBiiittrKl\^  ad\\ere  to  the  maxims  be 
\uA  \ad  don  {at  <lW  i^^emment  of  the  brig, 
ic  almost  even  'poiable  c&se.  Acquainted  with 
evfrj  detail  of  duty,  W  had  often  felt  the  hanus- 
iDg  inconvenience  to  which  men,  and  the  best 
men,  areoftenput,  by  the  want  of  foresight  and 
method  evinced  by  officcR  in  the  most  cKdioary 
points  of  serrice.  To  meet  emergencies  of  this 
nature,  he  hod  framed  a  brief  code  of  regul^ 
tiooa,  applicable  to  his  own  ship's  company. 
Hi^  anxiety  to  attain  a  high  state  of  disdi^tie, 
and  at  the  same  time  ensure  the  oomfons  of  his 
crew,  induced  him  continually  to  make  additions 
^Still,  much  was  necessarily  left  to  the  diicr^ 
tion  oS  his  officers.  The  present  was  one  in 
whicb  be  conadered  that  discretiOTi  injudiciously 
exercised — 

**  Had  you  not  better,  Mr.  Hasty,**  said  be, 
to  the  first  lieutenant,  as  he  had  entered  the 
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^ 


cabin,  "  wait  until  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Burton, 
who  can  tell  whether  water  is  conveniently,  <w 
at  all,  to  be  obtained  here?— I'm  always  afraid," 
added  he,  in  an  under  key,  when  he  found  they 
were  left  to  thcmselveit,  "  of  men  going  on  shore 
without  certain  occupation — they  sometimes 
straggle  from  the  beach,  and  get  drunk ;  and 
thougii  uur's  are  pretty  true  to  the  brtg,  are  not 
infrequently  tempted  to  desert." 

"  Burton,  Sir,  has  some  time  shoved  off  from 
the  shore,  and  will  be  soon  alongside,"  returned 
the  lieutenant. 

"  The  leas  reason  for  hurry ; — but  here,  Hasty, 
look  at  thii  chart  of  the  liarbuur; — I  think  we 
might  lie  further  in  shore — I  see  by  the  croBS- 
bearings,  you  have  brought  up  in  the  outer  part 
of  the  '  llange' — sec,  we've  sis,  and  live  fathoms 
close  under  compass  i»int— here  we  should  lie 
more  slieltered  fnjni  the  open  sou '-wester,  and, 
there  is  ipiile  room  enough  m  vi'cr,  should  it_ 
oome  on   lo  blow — l>esidcs,  we   «han't  be  j 


»  pmauttg  out  the  destined  l^irih  of  the 
ft/tOD  cune  down  to  '*  report  liimselT* 
'•  He  detailed  the  occurrences  ^^hich 
*^  BDd  the  certainty  of  procuring  pro- 
od  water,  with  the  invitation  of  Captain 
h»  commander. 

jmable  as  it  may  appear  to  any  but 
reader^  the  circumstance  of  CrankV 
lading  joined  iu  tVie  reciuest  was  not 
—Possibly  or>s*"g  fron\  the  supprea. 
B  inducement^  tYie  ^valetudinarian  ex- 
inclination  to  accept  the  proffered 
d  the  lieuitcMaant,  now  more  at  ease 
appreHeo^ona  t:V.at  the  odds  were 
i  or  tViat  t.'wo  epaulettsmi^htbemore 
haxi   one«     solicited    permigsion  to  dine 

^wViich  was  not  withheld, 


1  • 


fiO  BAlLoaS  ASD  SAINTS. 

Burton  had  scarcely  dosed  the  door  c 
cabin,  before  he  cried  out  in  the  steerage  I 
sage — "  I  say,  sergeant,  send  vtt/  boy  aft,  | 
one  of  the  '  party,'  if  you  please,  to  pipe-cUjr  Ij 
while  pantaloons." 

"  Pass  the  word  for'ard  for  the  boy  I 
cried  the  sergeant. 

"  Sing  out  there  for  Skillygalee-Jack," 
aaucy   top-man,   hauling   up   the  slack  at  \ 
trowBcrs. 

'<  Him   mu»'na  come — liim   turning  a  ] 
cried  the  captain's  black  cook,  with  that  i 
authority  bo  peculiar  to  the  sable  race  when  1 
•Ilia-. 

Fnnn  nil  outward  signs,  the  boy   cert 
«>rinpil  belter  i-alculatcil  to  turn  the  sfnt,  li 
•wr  111  ■ucrectl  in  the  higher  walks  of  the  ] 
teuton  I  iiiui,  Ml  far,  the  intuitive  instinct  of  4 
mrntfii  Hi  ihi*  etip|H'ra,  proved  a  better  guide  I 
tMrrttitMdtil  llie  tk-ni,  and  perliajs,  eapabililii 
(if  tltf  III.Mnrreil  urchin,  lluin  the  more  at 
(itiHMikitiiii   iif  hia   alTtctionate   parents; 
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jt  ^'V « if  had  been  ^vhispered,  a^nt 

\        tokatn  manners Tlie  firat    ^^eek, 

^    "f  Aid    instinctively     <liscovere<l     the 
^iispfDvince-  —  Here,  V>y  St  total  neg- 

'Aa  person,  (notwithstandiofj  llie  in- 
irf  drill,  to    whicH  lx>y»    are  8uV»ject  in 

twicCL^-day)  and  a  ready  acquies- 
various  drudgeries  imposed  l>y  his 
or,  he  had  become  a  domiciled 
id  his  sei-i-icos    frecivienUy  preferred 

ouths    less  ambit-iovia. And  here  a 

Y  suggest  itself,  on  the  pi«v«ling 
er.     of     tHe      r.«'<^y     '"^  ^f"""  «■- 

has  beer,  the   fasbion  ever  sinee  the 

K,w no     ioglorious    epoch,  by  the 

re  in  the  habit  of  hunting  for 
h^rch^,  i"  »^=  .hape  of  a  precedent, 
,rith  r-e=V^'=t  "^^  P"*"  *«»»;«>■  »ho, 
i  UfOWB,  often  proodlv  t,«»i  hi. 
,.»bAe  a^valty  itself,  might  be  .up. 
igi..ate  i"  '^^•=  •^l-™-"' ""■"•aion, 
•  oxiotaa    X«.oman«  imagined  their 
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voluptuous   dainties  acquired   a   higher   | 

when  served  up  to  table  by  royal  captives.! 

to  some  of  the  "  births"  occupied  on  1 

our  Negro  brethren,  even  the  amiable  Will 

force  himself  might  augur,   that  the 

men t  originated  in  humane  feeling.— But  aa 

the  cook,  Jack  uniformly  and  artlessly  atti 

buted  it  to  the  "  Neg^ir"  being  bom  in  the  lornl 

zone,  aud  therefore  belter  able  by  "  natnr" 

bear  the  burning  fervours  of  a  galley-fire  in  thi  \ 

dog-days. 

From  reflections  far  less  philosophical  than., 
the  preceding,  our  lieutenant  was  roused  hj  , 
hearing  the  bell  strike  seven.* 

What  I  Powers  that  be  I  is  that  seven  belb? 
— only  half  an  hour  to  rig  and  run  ashore.— 
Come,  Lively,"  said  be  to  bb  boy,  vrho  had 
reluctantly  relinquished  his  post  of  honour  to 
another  youngster — "  Come,— send  the  barber 
Aft  IB  a  minute." 

'  '*  Aye,  aye.  Sir,"  said  the  same  loquaduus 

■  Seren  belli  bilf-^iut  tboa. 
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shore,  or  we  should  have  had  no  fresh  grub  to 
have  stopped  your  grumbling  month.'*' 

^^  Pleaze,  Sir,  all  the  black*ng's  out  this  week 
past,"  interrupted  Burton*s  domestic,  drawling 
out  his  words  monosyllabically. 

This  intelligence  was  quickly  succeeded  by 
another  of  almost  as  pleasing  a  nature.— The 
marine  to  whose  fostering  charge  the  lieutenant'^ 
holyday  inexpressibles  bad  been  consigned,  ap> 
peared  at  the  gun-room  door  with  a  woeful  face, 
and  preluding  with  a  scratch  of  the  head,  reported 
— '^  The  pantaloons,  Sir,  are  rather  out  o*  coiidi« 
tion. — They  must  have  been  put  by  wet  and  got 
mildewed. — Besides,  Sir,  here's  an  ugly  blotbh 
of  port  wine  in  front. — Tve  been  trying  to  ooalt 
it  out  with  a  little  hot  pipe-day,  but  I  caoi'l 
come  it. — I  was  thinking,  if  so  be.  Sir,  as  yon 
must  wear  'em,  that  you*d  better  keep  a  small 
bit  of  pipeHclay  in  your  pocket,  and  touch  'em 
now  and  again  as  soon  as  they  gets  dry  enough ; 
but  you*d  better  let  them  be,  till  you  gets  in  the 
wind." 
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"la die  wind l—ouae  yon,  I  believe  you'ie 
■S  a  the  wind.'" 

Some  cue  vnlk  liurried  foot  c^Doe  tumbUn^ 
dovB  ^  dter  ladder,  and  annouDced,  '*  Sir, 
^tere's  a  vUft*  flying  aahore,  and  tbe  firat  lim- 
tettnt  thmkt  it  for  you." 

Tk  rapid  amwuDcement  of  one  calmitr  aAtf 
the  fltbff,  (for  calamities  they  must  all  be  eon- 
sdercd  bj  a  man  in  a  bmry),  stroo^y  ratunded 
fani  of  the  perfJexities  of  that  pattern  of  patieaoe 
WTMioned  in  sacred  history,  and  he  icsolTed  t6 
htm  all  his  mirfortunes  with  the  eqaaiiimity 
of  ha  panHel;  but  unluckily  this  composure 
VMS  deatiBed  to  be  short  lived.  Hoe  in  his  eagcor- 
MH  to  expedite  Us  dresring,  be  the  next  moment 
tbraat  faia  heel  right  through  lus  stodung.  Tlw 
vc^it  of  bis  woes,  aggravated  by  this  adtb^ 
doBal  ittleniipUoo,  orercanie  oil  his  sdf-poase^ 
■on,  and  with  a  hearty  imprecation  he  shouted 
out,  **  Wbat  next  ? — any  more  of  Job't  oom- 
fiwters?" 

*  WUll. — ABCDBgntiedif  tnnnendf,  loMtolly  6iU«d 


t 
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Irritated  as  he  wa^i  by  liiese  cKcurreiices,  what 
miiBt  hftTe  been  the  effect  produced  on  his  too 
•enaitm  enr  by  the  report  of  a  guii,  or»  afrMies 
wonM  denominate  it,  a  cannon  tnmt  the  Afoni 
Another  of  the  measengen  aHuded  to^  daiv* 
mined  not  to  lose  this  too  fortunate  oppoftomi^ 
of  trying  his  temper,  ^  sungdown"  the  skji^hty  ^ 
**  Mr.  Hasty  says  that's  for  you,  Sir,  and  ymtfll  ^ 
be  too  late  for  dinner  '^  H 

The  report  of  the  gun  was  echoed  by  a  CBmh         V 
below,  arising  from  the  violent  contact  widi  the         ^ 
beams  above  of  4  boot-jack,  which  lay  too  €tm»'         ^' 
veniently  close  to  the   hand  of  the  irritated 
lieutenant,  as  he  hove  it   at  the  messenger** 
head,  exclaimiQg«  *^  and  tkafs  for  you,  young 
fellow." 

The  pantaloons  were  again  exhilnted,  whibl 
Lively  prostrated  the  tawney-coloured  boots  at 
his  feet  This  was  too  much  for  his  philosophy. 
It  was  impossible,  he  though tf  to  make  his 
appearance  before  the  sex  in  such  shabby  attire* 
Not  a  lawyer's  clerk  at  assizes — not  a  barber*s 
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ippmoa  putlog  Hyde  Park  on  a  Sunday' — 
ariJnrrif^outontlKiluLbbuh  in  Kime  oi 
im  hat  nicible  Koond-hAod  clotbea,  thought 
Ik,  btn  mut  ippeit  more  ^y  and  deljonair  in 
thceietof  the  sex. 

"  D D  il,"  cried  Hasty,  opening  the  aky- 

%(rt  batch,  "  you're  as  loDg  bedizening  as  a 
bride,  and  all  fat  that  old  buffer  on  the  hill. 
— Ooe  would  thmk  you  were  bradng  op  for  a 
ball;  or  rigging  out  for  a  levee  of  Hyrena.—Caaier 
benar  bear  a  hand,  the  people  are  gi»ng  to 
npper  presently,  and  then  we  won^  be  able  to 
spare  you  a  boat," 

"  Spare !"  said  Burton,  '*  that's  jnat  Hie 
you ;  it's  long  befta«  you'd  tpare  one  even  a 
bottle  of  blacking  and  when  I  do  go  oa  sbore, 
(which  ia  sddom  enough,)  I  Aowid  like  lo  sup- 
port the  diazsL-ter  of  the  chnh.*' 

**  YVell — rather  than  have  a  cannoaadiDg  from 
the  oM  bc^'s  battery  ashore,  I'll  rig  you  out  to 
the  ninca.  But  ben  we  have  it,"  continued 
Hasty,  moving  fnm  the  skylight,  and  pointiag 
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his  glass  out  of  one  of  the  port-holes,  in  the 
direction. of  the  cottage — "  here  we  have  it,  for 
there  conies  the  gunner  with  a  red-hot  poker.*' 

Having  so  said,  he  despatched  his  servant  for 
the  necessary  essentials  for  Burton,  premising  in 
a  whisper — **  By  no  means  let  him  have  my  best 
shore-going  swab.** 

This  intimation  given  with  respect   to  the 
poker,  was  no  false  alarm,  for  the  conclusion  of 
Hasty's  speech  was  accompanied  by  a  reverbera- 
tion of  echoes  from  the  neighbouring  hills,  which 
sufficiently  testified   that  much    longer    delay- 
would  be  fatal  to  the  festivities  of  the  evening. 
**  What  a  provoking  hurry  !"  cried  Burtom 
^^  On  deck  there  !*'  cried  the  captain,  through 
his  sky-light,  which  was  usually  kept  open  when 
the  weather  was  fine—**  What  guns  are  those 
firing  ? — Any  thing  in  distress  in  the  offing  ?" 

**  No,  Sir  !'•  replied  Hasty,  «*  only  Mr.  Bur- 
ton  in  distress  for  time  and  togs — I've  relieved 
him  from  one  embarrassment — ^perhaps  youll 
extricate  him  from  another,  and  save  time,  by 
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allowing  the  gig  to  Und  him.— Indeed,  it  may 
be  best  for  ourselves,"  added  the  first  lieutenaot, 
rather  drily ;  "  for  the  old  geoUemaD  ashore 
eeeniB  so  peppery,  I  should'Dt  wonder  if  tlie  oexl 
gun  wu  shotted  1" 

"  Come,  Hasty,"  said  the  captaiu,  **  that's 
nther  a  wild  conjecture — but  it's  not  fair  to 
taunt  poor  Burton— he  may  yet  have  tlie  laugh 
against  you. — Man  the  gig,  and  land  him  at 
once,  and  tell  him  to  say  something  dviJ  to  the 
old  gentleman  for  me." 

With  one  spring  from  bis  cabin-door,  un  to 
the  gun-room  table;  a  vault  upon  deck,  aided 
by  the  nm  of  the  skylight,  he  hastily  descended 
the  brig's  side,  and  jumped  into  the  bont,  ere 
she  had  been  completely  manned.  But  his  flight 
was  not  unattended  by  defeat ;  for  the  boat  had 
hardly  reached  her  destination  lialf-way,  \rhen 
he  thought  he  perceivetl  the  coxswain  eyeing  his 
dr«96  with  a  signi^cant  look,  as  if  he  had  de- 
tected his  borrowed  plumage. 

"  Why,  coxswain,''  said  Burton,  "you  seem 
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to  be  overhauling  my  rigging  very  clowly— u 
l)iere  any  thing  amiss  ?" 

"  I  doesn't  exactly  know.  Sir;  but  it  luoka 
lo  me.  Sir,  as  if  you'd  carried  away  the  weather 
lopping-Iift  of  your  trowsers — the  lee-leach,  you 
tee.  Sir,  is  as  slock  as  water." 

"Curse  it!  if  [  hav'n't  carried  away  my 
braces  springing  up  that  infernal  skylight.^ 
Back  water  your  starboard  oars — no,  avast  there 
— give  way  again— won't  do  to  go  back  to  the 
brig — I'll  make  shift  with  one  oyours." 

"  Mine,  Sir  !"  said  the  coxswain,  startled  ut 
the  lieutenant's  entertaining  the  idea  that  a  sailor 
ever  wore  a  suspender  in  his  hfe — "  Mine,  Sir! 
— I  hope  you  don't  take  me  for  a  soger,  Sir  [— / 
never  wants  any  thing  lo  keep  the  eyes  of  ny 
rigging  fruui  slipping  down  over  the  hounds 
o'  the  mast. — But  here's  a  bit  o'  rope  yard  in 
the  bottom  o'  tbe  boat." 

"  Why,  BiU,"  said  the  bowman,  "  there's  a 
piece  of  dry  jwra'ling  in  the  locker  abaft,  as  'iU 
make  a  good  preveiiter-brucv  un  ■  pinch." 
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and  braces,  and  every  thing  taught  fore-and- 
aft." 

Despite  of  the  embarrassments  which  accom- 
panied the  making  up  of  his  toilette,  all  which 
might  well  be  considered  to  operate  as  a  draw** 
back  upon  his  personal  appearance,  Burton, 
though  like  many  a  beau  of  the  first  water,  in 
clothes  not  his  own ;  might  be  pronounced  a  gen- 
tleman^like,  and,  as  the  phrase  runs,  a  well-look- 
ing fellow.  If  we  were  not  convinced  that  thooe 
who  may  peruse  these  pages  will  be  of  a  dasa 
above  ordinary  readers  of  romance,  we  might 
have  achieved  the  task  of  describing  him  in  a 
strain  of  hyperbdie  suited  to  the  too  prevalent 
taste  of  our  day,  thus — **  The  enamoured  lieu- 
tenant was  above  the  middle  height,  and  though 
rather  slender,  well-proportioned.  His  step  was 
elastic,  his  carriage  commanding ;  an  ingenuotis 
candour  diffused  itself  over  his  features,  which 
were  finely  turned — ^intelligence  sat  upon  hia 
expanded  forehead,  and  in  moments  of  mirth  or 
rdaxation,  a  sparkling  vivacity  beamed  from 
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those  dark  eyes  which  in  other  mooda  had  been 
inspire  confidence  in  the  bosom  of  hit 
compnnioDs  in  arms,  and  awaken  terror  in  the 
foe." — This  might  suit  some  palates,  but  the 
appetite  for  viands  so  highly  seasoned  in  per- 
sons of  taste  begins  to  palL  We  prefer  the  more 
modest  mode  of  attempting  a  short  description 
in  a  very  few  negatives,  and  are  prepared  to 
admit  merely  that  he  was  not  of  that  class  of 
men  so  often  seen  lounging  in  Regent-street  all 
day  in  gentle  couples,  disguised  like  Jew  Jtabbt, 
with  B  profusion  of  long  hair  on  their  faces,  and 
■lill  longer  spurs  of  the  order  "  Pedestkian"," 
on  booU  fated  never  to  bestride  their  master's 
hcHve;  nor  yet  one  of  those  sprigs  of  fashion 
seen  nightly  lounging  in  Hudson's  or  Pontet's, 
scooking  with  all  the  gravity  of  Turks  the  well 
husbanded  cigar,  in  order  to  kill  time  cheaply, 
or  mope  away  the  hours  devoted  by  men  of 
aatae  to  cheerful  conversation  after  dinner,  or 
that  national  Enghsh  predilection  for  the  com- 
fbits  c£  the  family  fire-side  circle. — In  a  word. 
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he  was  neither  a  fool  nor  a  fop ;  and  jet,  *  ba- 
ting' all  these  disadvantages,  he  seemed  not  a 
very  uirlikeiy  man  to  cut  out  his  own  fortunes, 
or  what  is  pretty  much  the  same  tiow-a-days, 
make  his  way  among  the  women. 

The  boat  had  already  been  beached,  and  with 
a  light  step  on  shore  and  injunction  to  the  cox- 
swain to  remind  the  first  lieutenant  to  send  a 
boat  for  him  at  gun  fire,  he  ploughed  his  way 
almost  knee^eep  through  the  shingle,  and  as- 
cended to  the  cottage. 

The  consciousness  that  the  general  movements 
must  have  been  all  distinguished  from  the 
veteran^s  window,  and  that  the  scrutinizing  eye 
of  Crank  had  brought  his  favourite  telescope  to 
bear  upon  his  person  as  he  approached  the  shore, 
by  no  means  contributed  to  allay  his  anxiety  as 
to  an  appropriate  apology  for  his  delay. — The 
petty  embarrassments  which  caused  it,  could  not 
even  have  been  hinted  at.— He  had,  therefore, 
to  draw  on  the  fertility  of  his  imagination^  which 
alternately  si^gested  that  the   boats  had  all 
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beaitiplAed  for  wmter — that  ooe  of  the  giyTi 
AnttWkWa  csnied  away  in  the  mornings — 
AatiearpoitCT  took  looger  to  rcpmr  it  than 
npMUi-uid,  fioaUj,  that  there  was  Bome  diffi> 
nAtj  in  dbuiiang  leave  fnxo  lus  captain  at  ao 
biKT  a  peiiod  — ^From  aU  concem  on  this  bead 
be  ns  triwTEd  by  the  unaffected  cordiality  of 
lu  Kceptioo — Crank  contenting  himself  with 
BRiplj  suting  ID  aUunon  to  the  shots  fired,  that 
it  vai  Uncjt  his  maxim  afloat,  when  folk  were 
atlwr  upping,  or  alack  in  stays  in  anawering  a 
agnal,  to  open  their  eara,  aa  well  as  their  eye», 
■rtn  agon. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


THE  COTTAGE. 


A  ship's  a  sailor^s  house,  d*ye  see. 


Sea  Song, 


There  was  a  peculiarity  in  the  constructiod 
of  the  cottage,  which,  however  at  variance  with 
the  [prevailing  taste  in  architecture,  harmonized 
precisely  with  the  wants  and  wishes  of  its  pro- 
prietor. The  apartments  were  all  on  the  ground 
floor,  Crank  having,  as  he  expressed  it,  served 
80  long  in  a  UneVf  and  being  so  sickened  of  turn- 
bling  down  hatchways,  and  trotting  up  ladders, 
that  he  was  determined  to  end  his  days  under  a 
single-decked  roof,  and  to  have  every  thing  in  it 
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Bush  fore-and-aft;  in  which  seotlnieDt,  if  aucb 
ii  ntsj  be  called,  every  officer  who  has  acmd 
tm  board  a.  similar  ship  will  assuredly  sym- 
pathize. 

Tbe  dining  and  drawing  rooms  communicated 
with  each  other;  but  their occaaioDsl  se}>aration, 
which,  in  any  other  man's  liouse,  would  have 
been  effected  by  doors,  were  )iere  accomplished, 
at  the  proprietor's  express  desire,  by  what  he 
termed  two  "  tliding-gunters-'*  These  were 
pannek  running  in  grooves  within  the  walls, 
and  were  conistructed  of  massive  mahogany — 
Crank  ateening  that "  thick  bulk-heads  were,  in 
many  respects,  very  conducive  to  comfort,  not 
only  keeping  out  wind  and  weather,  but  what, 
in  bis  mind,  was  of  greater  importance — 
'  woman's  talk.'  " 

The  furniture  in  these  rooms  was  arranged 
with  tliat  nautical  nicety  so  peculiar  tu  the  pro- 
fesdcai.  The  chairs  were  of  a  cottage  pattern ; 
but  where  tbe  voury  of  music  would  have  pre- 
ferred «  lyre,  ihe  s[nrit  of  the  tar  broke  out  in 
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substituting  for  their  backs  the  more  appropriate 
emblem  of  the  *^  foul-anchor,**  which  in  either 
morning  visits,  or  after  dinner,  frequently  fur« 
nished  an  illustrative  topic  for  the  informadcnr 
of  his  rustic  and  gaping  visitors.  The  floor,  at 
is  usual  in  admiraPs  cabins,  was  covered  witk 
green  baize ;  and  a  splendid  ^^  Union  Jack,^ 
worked  in  worsted  by  the  hands  of  the  fidr 
Emily,  served  the  ostensible  purpose  of  a  ru^ 
and  concealed  the  ^inhospitable  hearth. — ^Inhos. 
pitable — ^it  however  was ;  for  Crank  had  a  wem^ 
man's  prejudice  on  the  subject,  and  would  not 
for  worlds  have  suffered  friend  or  foe  to  tread 
on  it.  The  preservation  of  this  angular  regit-* 
laUon  was  pregnant  with  much  difficulty,  and 
an  occasional  remonstrance  from  his  nster  As  to* 
its  absurdity,  with  respect  to  a  hearth-rt^  i 
whidi,  in  all  other  houses,  «he  argued  was  the 
very  cehti^  of  social  comfort.  To  this  his  coU'^ 
stant  rejcnnder  wa»-^^^  Damme,  it  shall  never  hi 
said  where /"ve  the  comniand,  the  Union-Jack  of 
old  England  was  trainpled  under  foot."— Thia 


j 


I 


S.VtLORS  AND  f'AIXTS.  SS 

wemi  him  as  summer  logic,  but  with  ihe  ap- 
proach of  wiater  the  entbusiasl  fouad  bis  ground 
DO  kAfFpr  tenable,  and  was  obliged  to  enter  iiilo 
a  OMP|iroaiise,  not  without  a  passing  regret  as  to 
tbr  hoQuur  of  the  flag,  by  lairing  it  up  in  onli- 
narj  for  four  months  in  the  year. 

Am  things  stood  now,  "  a  preveuier-brace  " 
a(  brass  surrounded  it,  as  ff  to  warn  the  in- 
caulioua  stranger  this  was  consecrated  ground. 
The  curtains  were  of  mazarine  blue,  aad,  under 
(he  superintendence  of  Crank,  were  fitted  by 
Tiller  with  regular  "buntlincs"  and  "  leecli- 
finn,"  like  those  aiuched  to  the  courses  of  a 
ship.  Indeed  the  fitting  of  these  curtains  not 
only  drew  forth  from  the  veteran's  sister  many 
a  remooMrance,  but  was  a  source  of  oonstant 
warfaie  between  them ;  one  wishing  them  made 
mon-  congenial  to  modem  taste,  whilst  the  other 
would  fjrrqucntlj  accoiupsoy  his  determination  on 
the  subject  with  an  earnest  asseveration  that,  "  as 
ioog  as  the  breath  was  in  bis  body,  every  cur- 
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tain  in  the  cottage  should  clew  and  brail-up, 
man-o'-war  fashion." 

A  handsome  brass  bracket  projected  from  the 
wall  on  a  scroll,  the  purpose  of  which,  in  its 
present  state,  it  was  not  now  easy  to  divine; 
but,  whenever  an  attack  of  gout  assailed  his 
master.  Tiller  was  wont  to  afiBx  thereto  a  tail 
block,  or  pully,  through  the  sheeves  of  whitji 
he  reeved  a  regular  topping-lift  of  silken  cordage 
connected  with  the  falling  leaf  of  the  patient's 
chair,  so  that  he  could  either  raise  or  lower  the 
aflUcted  member  at  his  pleasure ;  if  we  may  be 
pardoned  for  the  profanation  of  using  the  term 
pleasure^  under  circumstances  of  such  exquiate 
pain. 

Proof  impressions  of  the  most  celebrated  naval 
battles,  by  Loutherbourg,  and  exquiate  sea 
views  by  Vemetj  in  costly  frames,  fantastically 
carved  with  conch- shells,  tritons,  and  dolphins 
en  suite^  adorned  the  walls  of  both  apartments. 
In  the  intervals  between  the  pannels,  portnuts  of 
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the  hwuriu  itaval  heroes  of  his  lime  were  moot 
^^propiUlely  introduced. — Hi(fh  above  the  rest, 
ud  ID  the  po6t  of  honour.  Blood  in  maseire 
frilling.  &  spirited  representation  in  water- 
ooloins,  by  in  able  artist,  under  the  anxious 
mggntion  and  critical  correction  of  the  capudn 
hunalf  (aibcit,  not  a  draughtsman),  of  the  ever 
ineniOTable  victory  of  the  twelfth  of  April,  (1782) 
u  the  moment  the  Count  De  Gratac  bad  struck 
lo  the  gallant  Kodney. 

At  the  opposite  end  of  the  drawing-room,  on 
a  handsomely-^ouDted  marble  slab,  taken  irom 
the  gmtto  of  Antiparos  by  his  boat's  crew, 
whilst  be  was  employed  in  protecting  our  trade 
in  the  Levant,  Mood  a  complete  model  of  a  fir«Ir 
nte-nun-of-war ;  on  ordinary  occasions,  co- 
Tcred  by  a  frame  of  plate-glass,  edged  with  blue 
aodgold.  On  festive  occasions,  when  uncovered, 
a  poh'te  intimation  on  Tiller's  best  crow-ciuill 
haad  was  appended,  advertising  the  unwary  to 
beware  in  the  following  characteristic  words : 
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^^  Landsmen  and  Lubbers  are  requested  noi 
to  came  within  a  BoatJuxJc's  length  of 

the 

boyne:' 

The  window  blinds  were,  like  the  cottager*8 
chest  of  drawers, 


/<  Contrived  a  double  debt  to  pay." 


and  being  covered  on  the  inside  with  charts  of 
the  Channel,  the  West  Indies,  Levant,  and  Catte* 
gat ;  either  excluded,  as  Crank  jocosely  would 
say,  '^  the  light  when  too  strong,  or  threw  a 
light  on  the  subject,  when  lubbers  were  in  the 
dark/' — Indeed  so  deeply  devoted  to  his  pro- 
fession was  the  veteran,  that  he  could  not 
dispense  with  an  allusion  to  it.  in  die  minutest 
details  of  bis  househ(dd.-*£very  beil-puU  was 
an  anchor— -on  every,  door-nab  grinned  a  Triton, 
or  other  sea-monster ; — and  in  a  handsome 
emblematic  entablature  over  the  curtain  of  the 
oriel  window,  where  Britannia  was.  represented 


,.,l..S  A»»    S'"--"- 


13 


,       Jeanne  a* 
»;!,•.  .taacttris'W  P*"^    ,^te  posture 

,i«.^iillie  eroop  V  "*^,^   the  l>ea<i  °« 
IMffiuBjkul;,  bis  *^  ♦•-oe  l»**^' 

ll«iAnd»iiBemof  <>»'  ""' 
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CHAPTER  V. 


"  CURIOSITIES  OF  LITERATURE,"* 


And  there's  a  Novel ! 

•  •  •  • 

Will  rose  in  declamation.— <<  Ha  the  bane/' 
Says  he, "  of  youth— -*tis  perdition : 
It  fills  a  giddy  female  brain 
With  yice,  romance^  lust,  terror,  pain, — 

With  superstition.'* 

Geo.  Colmah. 


A  RAPID  survey  of  the  apartmento  and  their 
embellishments,  served  to  give  our  young  friend 
a  tolerable  insight  into  the  character  of  his  host. 
However  angular  the  mode  which  he  had 
adopted  to  shew  his  veneration  for  the  service, 
the  ardour  which  must  have  dictated  it  could 

*  irisraeli,  Sen. 
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not  fail  Ut  entitle  him  to  the  esteem  of  a  youMtg 
officer  devoted,  as  he  had  been,  fmn  bojrhood 
to  the  profe^&ioo  of  his  choire. 

The  dinner  party  consUted  c^  the  veteran's 
astei  already  mentioaed,  Emily,  a  Miss  WtUoa, 
■nd  a  favourite  intimate,  or  ami  de  la  t 
who,  iJiough  professionally  engaged  in  the  o 
(KMtlion  of  drugs  had  almost  as  marvellous  a 
Ulent  at  the  detection  and  decomposition  of 
cuVinaty  effluvia,  at  the  celebrated  yet  unhappy 
Accuta  himself;  or,  in  common  parlance,  could 
■cent  a  good  dinner,  during  an  afternoon's  ride, 
n  gtauDclily  as  ever  fox-bound  did  the  fresh 
tncn  of  reynard.  It  was  his  custom  on  all 
aooMims,  when  the  scent  lay  well,  to  make  a 
tbcuit,  as  if  in  pressing  haste,  to  a  remoter 
patient,  and  carefully  lime  his  return  so  as  to 
catch  the  family  on  the  eve  of  dinner.  In  the 
present  instance,  however,  he  was  aa  invited 
goett,  and  in  all  the  dignity  of  both  medical 
■dn^r  and  contidant  of  the  family,  toolc  his 
KM,  according  to  arrangmient,  by  the  lady  of 
bS 
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the  house.  In  the  selection  of  her  friend,  Emily 
had  disdained  the  trite  maxim  of  feminine 
politics,  never  to  introduce  a  rival  into  the  field, 
but  in  that  much  conned  code,  she  had  artfully 
enough  preserved  its  spirit,  and  selected  her  fair 
companion  for  the  day  from  amongst  the  less 
lovely  daughters  of  Eve.  A  school  intimacy 
between  the  girls  had  ripened  into  that  descrip- 
tion of  friendship,  if  such  a  convenient  liai&an 
can  be  called,  so  usual  in  *^each  shade  of 
many  coloured  life,^'  compounded  of  gentle  ac- 
quiescence on  one  part,  and  condescending 
patronage  on  the  other.  However  dissimilar 
the  aspect  of  the  parties  in  such  intimacies,  the 
object  and  end  are  almost  invariably  the  same, 
and  may  be  said  to  be  comprised  in  that  expres- 
nve  monosyllable,  self. 

The  soup  had  hardly  been  served,  when  the 
captain,  casting  an  ominous  glance  at  his  sbter, 
exclaimed — 

^^  'Pon  my  word,  sister,  this  savours  strongly 
of  the  fore-hold.— Why,   Thomas,''   said  he. 
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tnnuDg  to  Us  Uthful  dependant,  ^*you  know 
if  the  cook.  oE  the  Grampus  had  sent  up  such 
soup  to  the  cabin  as  this,  he  would  have  walked 
the  weather  netting  for  a  whole  dog-watch."~— 
Then,  addietuDg  the  heutenant,  he  apologized 
by  sajing — '*  But,  Sir,  this  is  not  one  of  our 
jubilee^ js." 

"  I'm  sure,''  said  Mrs.  Crank,  inlemipting . 
the  captun,  '*  my  brother  may  spare  himself 
any  further  apoh^,  when  the  gentleman  must . 
be  aware  we  were  rather  taken  by  surprise.— 
But  it  all  oomcs  ftxHn  the  captain's  preference 
for  pea-aoup,  though  he  knows  it  takes  such  a . 
long  time  in  prepuation  " 

To  relieve  his  hostess  from  this  assailant. 
Burton  politely  invited  her  to  take  wine. 

**Aye,  aye,  Thomas,  put  the  wine  <»i  the 
table,"  said  Crank — "  decanted  as  I  ordered  P 
— Take  Hadora,  I  believe,  sister?''  accompany- 
ing the  interrogatory  with  a  significant  glance 
at  Tiller,  and  two  or  three  tugs  at  the  cape  of 
his  coat. — "  understand,  Thomas  ?" 
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The  signal  was  not  only  seen  but  understood 
by  Tiller,  who  repeated  it  with  the  same  pre> 
cision  as  a  frigate  in  the  fleet,  Tiller^s  right 
hand  pulling  his  collar  emphatically  three  times, 
and  placing  at  the  head  and  foot  two  decanters 
of  wine,  to  say  the  least  of  them,  obviously  of 
two  very  difierent  vintages.  Burton,  who  was 
expert  at  all  the  art  and  mystery  of  exchanging 
signals  at  sea,  amused  himself  in  endeavouring 
to  detect  the  secret  cypher  of  this  correspond- 
ence. Had  it  been  three  flags  one  above  the 
other,  differently  coloured  or  diagonally  cut, 
some  probable  inference  might  have  been  drawn 
as  to  the  general  subject  of  communication. 
But  three  tugs  of  the  collar  of  a  man's  coat  had 
about  as  much  meaning  to  him  on  shore,  as  if 
he  had  seen  three  match-tubs  traced  up  to  the 
brig's  mast  head.  That  there  was  something 
in  the  wind,  he  was  convinced ;  but  as  it  was  a 
private  signal,  and  evidently  not  meant  for  him, 
he  was  content,  for  the  present,  to  bridle  his 
curiosity,  hoping  that  some  due  might  yet  be 
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gifcn  to  its  devdopment.  But,  for  the  infor- 
mitiaift  of  the  reader^  it  will  here  be  proper  to 
JitHwrft^  that  a  practical  piece  of  economy  had 
laldy  beeo  introduced  at  Camperdown  Cottage, 
wUch  oonasled  in  the  substitutiim  of  ^<  Cape  " 
for  a  better  order  of  wine,  whenever  the  veteran 
was  obaerved  to  grasp  the  cape  of  his  coat ;  for 
in  bottling  off  their  last  pipe  of  port,  it  was 
agreed  between  both  Tiller  and  his  master,  that 
**  good  wine  was  thrown  away  upon  women." 

For  a  few  oMNnents  there  was  a  pause,  when 
Crank  put  a  question  to  the  lieutenant,  which 
doabtleas  was  suggested  by  the  association  of 
ideas  on  a  subject  uppermost  in  his  mind. 

^  I  suppose^  Mr.  Burton,  youVe  changed 
your  namerals  Tery  often  since  my  day. — 
What's  nnmber  one  now  ?" 

Here  Senna,  sedng  an  opportunity  for  a  little 
trite  ^nvg^9  expressed  his  surprise  at  the 
queatioiij  oiisenrtng,  that  ever  nnce  the  creation, 
Bimiber  ame  always  meant  one-self. 

^Caae^  cried  Crank,  <^it's  not  often  you 
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put  in  your  oar  before  the  decks  are  cleared, 
doctor ;  but  there  you're  at  home,  for  no  one  can 
keep  a  sharper  look  out  for  that  signal  than 
yourself. — ^But  seriously,  I  wish,  Mr.  Burton, 
you  would  sketch  me  a  copy  of  the  present 
code — though,  I  suppose,  letting  fly  the  top- 
gallant-sheets, like  two  blocks  and  a  marling- 
spike,  both  stand  for  the  same  thing  still  ?'^ 

Here  Emily,  imagining  the  conversation  was 
dipping  too  deep  into  nauticals  for  the  taste  of 
her  female  friend,  struck  ofl^  at  a  tangent  to  a 
more  familiar  subject,  and  said — 

"  I  should  think  you  gentlemen  of  the  navy 
must  have  plenty  of  time  for  literary  pursuits  P'^ 

"  Oh,  plenty,  my  dear,"  stad  Crank — "  par- 
ticularly when  beating  ofi*  a  lee-shore  with 
hatches  battened  down. — £h,  Mr.  Burton — ^had 
her  there,  eh  ?" 

^<  Why,  Sir,  these  are  things  in  which  the 
ladies  afibrd  us  little  sympathy. — There  is  no 
romance  with  them  in  any  thing  short  of  a  ship- 
wreck." 
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""Bomaiicesr  cried  Crank,  ^£ar  hesvcBs 
sake  doa't  talk  <^  them — I  hate  the■^"alld  thcai 
glaiiciiigalhisasier,added — ^^th^^'rewonethas 
thofle  tracts  of  yoars. — Their  h^;h-flljii^phrawj 
turn  yoin^  womeo^s  heads  end-fiar-end,  and 
make  them  as  senthnenial  and  squeanidi  as 
fierfaadian  crecdes.  —  Beades,  I  csi'f  abide 
jour  duniog  sons  and  sfaadj  boweri^ — ^T^ 
think  the  reader  cares  a  pin  whether  the  son  ivae 
in  a  blaze,  or  set  in  a  bank  f* — And  after  all 
their  sickening  stuff  about  dartii^  beams,  and 
bursting  UDows,  and  sudi  likediore-goinfr  timh, 
thej  inTariablj  omit  to  mention  the  most  wmfr 
rial  pmnt  r 

^Pray  what  may  that  be,  unde?"^    adted 
Knily,  with  excited  curiosity. 

<«  IF»a#  r— why  the  iimd,  to  be  sure  r 

^^  Right,    Sir,    right,"— exdaimed    Burton, 
ready  to  choke  with  laughter. 

**  To  be  sure.  Sir,'*  said  Crank,  imagining  the 

•  P0g4MBk. 
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faiugh  was  all  on  his  side. — ^  Mark  the  wiud — 
may  make  a  pretty  sure  guess  at  the  weather. — 
Never  want  more,  when  Tillar  calls  me  in  the 
morning,  than  to  tell  me  the  quarter  it*s  in. — 
£nough  for  me— regulates  my  rigging  for  the 
day." 

**  Yet,  Sir,  I  should  apprehend,"  said  Semia, 
drawling  out  his  words  in  a  pompously  pedantic 
tone — **that  the  gout  was  often  as  a-— symp- 
tomatic of  the  weather  as  the  wind. — The  a — 
body,  I  assure  you,  is  no  bad  barometer. — 
Though,  to  be  sure,  there  are  winds  which, 
by-the-by,  philosophically  speaking,  from  their 
pestiferous  property,  should  rather  come  under 
the  a — denomination  of  what  we  naturalists  term 
blasts — but  there  are  winds,  or  blasts,  I  should 
say,  felt,  if  I  mistake  not,  at  Falkland's  Island, 
which  a " 

*^  What  the  devU,  doctor,  do  you  know  about 
the  Falkland  Islands  ?^'  interrupted  Crank. 

**Why,  Sir,  the  philosophic  mind,  as  the 
divine  Cowper  says,*^  glancing  at  Mrs.  Crank, 


SAiLOES   AliD    8AI1IT8.  8S 

^^watkM  inteOigeQce  from  every  source.' — ^And 
if  we  may  depend  od  the  a — Uqpograpby  of  ifae 

plaoe,the — a ^' 

'^The  wkair  cried  Crank.— «' Why  damn 
it,  doctor,  tbaCs  something  like  double  Dutch 
coiled  against  the  sun !" 

**  A  legitimate  phrase,  I  £uicy  ?"  said  Senna, 
appealing  to  Burton  for  assents— **  Yes,  Sir,  if 
the  topography  of  the  Pacific  he  correct,  the 
island  is  sulgect  to  periodical  visits— or,  I  should 
rather  say,*'  if;ain  eyeing  Mrs.  Crank,  **  vin- 
tatiooaof  Providence  which  considerably  tend 
to  increaae  the  a — bills  of  mortality.^ 

^  The  bills  of  mortality  T  said  Emily.  <'  I 
thought  they  extended  not  beyond  the  ccmfines 
cf  London?'' 

**  Possibly,  Miu. — ^But  I  assure  you  the 
blasts  in  question^  mow  down  the  grass  like  a 
scythe — parch  up  the  leaves  of  the  trees — ^fish, 
flesh,  and  fowl,  are  ahke  subject  to  their  fatal 
effseta. — The  latter  are  seised  with  cramps, 
from  whidi  they  never  recover. — ^Neither  fric- 
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tion,  DOT  a — vndspasoiodks  are  of  any  avaQ — 
swine  are  snfibcated^adults  drop  down  with  a 
sort  of  throttling  in  the  thorax,  and  children  die 
with  the  croup,aooooipanied  with  acute  catarrhal 
fjmptoins  I'' 

^^  Gradous  Heaven  f*  exclaimed  Mrs.  Crank, 
^  so  fearful  a  visitation  from  Providence  must 
originate  in  divine  vengeance  at  their  heathenish 
wickedness. — ^Are  not  all  those  islanders  rank 
idoUters  ?" 

Senna  was  too  much  a  sceptic  on  some  of  the 
doctrinal  points  here  embraced,  to  be  caught  in 
so  formidable  a  concession. — He  had  a  polite 
waiver  in  all  such  cases,  which  left  every  point 
at  issue  open,  and  to  this  he  had  recourse  in  the 
present  instance. — 

**  Possibly,  Madam,"  said  he,  resuming  his 
subject, — **  and  if  we  can  place  any  reliance  on 
the  authority  of  Gregory— (Gregory,  I  mean, 
on  the  Economy  of  Nature — the  divine  doctor, 
as  designated  by  us  lovers  of  truth,"  here  lay- 
ing a  peculiar  emphasis  on  the  word  ^  us,^  ac- 


oanpHiiedYiy  JL^anoe  at  the  ladj«  vliicfavoQld 

hue  been  tbe  making  of  an  j  recnutrng  afioer) 

—^  if  we  can  safely   take  him  as  arthonty — 

there  is  some  leaaoo  to  suppose  that  deetricitTy 

and  a  dkemkalknowledge  of  the  a — atmoiyhmc 

fluid,  have,  in  sooie  degree,  impnyred  our  im- 

perfect  arqiiamtanfap  with  aerial  currents.'* 

**  Cmrents  P  cried  Crank— ^«  Why  d a  it, 

man,  1  was  talking  of  winds — I  suppose  you'D 
next  toodi  oo  the  tides? — I  tell  yoo  what  iti%  / 
don't  want  Doctors  of  either  Physic  or  Diriiuty 
to  teach  me  the  effects  of  the  wind  or  weather 
oo  either  man  or  beast  !*' 

^Noi  I  assure  yoa,**  said  Emily,  spiling, 
«<my  nnde  is  something  like  Hamlet — *  When 
the  wind's  soatherly,  be  knows  a  hawk  from  a 
handsaw.^" 

^  Where  did  yoo  come  by  that  precioiis 
phrase  ?  That^s  more  of  your  romance  stuff,^ 
pettishly  exdaimed  the  okl  gentleman. 

^  Well,  brother,'^  said  Mrs.  Crank,  in  a  con- 
ciliatory   tone, — ^**I  must  confess,  though  no 
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friend  to  the  genenl  tendency  (^nxnances,  they 
are  certainly  very  often  replete  with  instances  of 
poetical  description.'* 

*^  Poetical  description  !*"  exclaimed  Crank, 
•*  stuff — I  hate  your  rhymers. — ^We'd  a  fellow 
of  that  sort  in  the  old  Ram^^  whose  rhymes  so 
turned  his  brain,  that  Fm  shot,  if  he  didn't  plan 
a  project  to  set  fire  to  the  ship,  merely  to  have 
an  of^portunity  (^  descrilnng  the  effect  of  the 
flames  on  the  water. — ^What  d'^ye  think  di  your 
poetry  now  ? — ^Had  her  there.  Sir,  di  ?** 

**  Nay,**  replied  Senna,  ^  that's  arguing  from 
an  a — abuse  of  the  art,  to  the  art  itself.*^ 

« What's  that  you  say,  Sir?^  said  Crank, 
sharply. 

^  He  is  contending,^'  returned  Burton,  *^  that 
the  insanity  of  the  poet,  in  this  instance^  is  no 
argument  against  poetry  itself. — Though,  to  be 
sure,  as  Fielding  says,  <  M(m9ieur  Romance 
performs  his  surprising  tricks  (^  dexterity.'  '* 

*  A  fiunOiar  abbreriatkMi  ibr  Ramiliet. 


WfB, 


--1^^  t 


Id 


1km  r^r— L  tkbik  dMfs 
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of  the  vault  above. — In  fact,  it  was  one  of  those 
moments  so  favourable  to  thought  and  reflec- 
tion, when  it  may  be  said  nature  itself  stands 
still.' — What  would  you  think,  now,  of  such  a 
description  being  spoilt  by  the  writer  intro- 
ducing his  nautical  knowledge  to  inform  the 
excited  reader  that  the  wind  was  nor-west  and 
by  east,  or  whatever  you  may  term  it  P*^ 

"  Avast  there,  my  dear,  with  your  ncnr-west 
and  by  east. — You  ought  to  have  your  ears 
boxed  for  not  knowing  better  how  to  box  your 
compass. — But  I  think  all  that  preamble  might 
as  well  be  saved,  and  say  at  once,  it  was  a  fine 
summer^s  evening,  with  a  light  air  from  the 
westward. — It  would  have  spared  the  reader  a 
deuced  deal  of  time,  and,  no  doubt,  the  writer  a 
vast  deal  of  knitting  of  brows  and  bothering  of 
brains. — And  as  for  nature  standing  stiU — I 
think  I  see  the  sun  bringing  up  with  his  lower 
limb  under  the  lee  of  a  cloud  for  twenty-four 
hours,  or  the  moon  heaving-to  with  his  horns  on 
his  head,  because  some  unfortunate  frail  one 
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bajipeDed  to  be  seized  "with  a  fit  <^  r^ediam 
afUr  dishciDoaniig  ber  husband  and  disgraan^ 
herwUw— No,  no,  none  o'  your  rommoes  fir 
me  gwe  me  Roderick  Raodom — Per^rine 
Pickk,  or  something  of  that  sort  of  sUunp— 
there  youWe  nature  to  a  tee — ^naked  to  the  life. 
That  Smcdlet  was  a  d— — d  derer  fdlow— l*m 
told,  too,  he  was  little  better  than  a  lobloDy- 
boy— but  those  pestle-and-mortar  geotlemen 
are  frequently  long-headed  folk — raise  a  mutiny 
in  a  ship  as  soon  a  blister.'' 

Whether  this  was  intended  by  w^  of  a  side- 
shot  or  net  at  Senna,  it  woold  be  injudicious  to 
interrupt  the  narrative  here  to  determine,  bat 
certain  it  was,  many  questionable  looks  were 
exchanged  at  table.  Crank,  however,  uneon- 
sdoos,  or  aflecUng  not  to  feel  the  force  of  his 
remark,  continued  thus  addresuig  his  niece: 

^  Come,  JftM  Emily,  let  s  try  you  on  another 
tadL.— Thomas,  fetch  me  that  book  youH  find 
faot  down  on  the  drawing-room  table,  with  the 
mark  on  the  back." — ^Tben,  taking 
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the  volume  from  Tiller,  he  ooDtiaued  -  ^*  Aye, 
here  we  have  ^em  thick  and  drj — what  d'ye 
all  think  of  this  ?"  said  he,  as  he  proceeded 
to  read  ah)iid  a  passage  in  a  playfully  pompous 
tone — **  Now  mind  ye,  this  is  from  a  work  pro- 
fessing to  call  itself  a  Naval  novel — 

<f  <  And  breasting  har  broad-bow  to  the  billows, 
she  daundessly  cut  through  the  foaming  fluid, 
as  the  huge  ship  bare  np  gallantly  againii  the 
wind.' — 

^*  Now,  doesnH  that  sound  very  fine !  ** 
Bump4t-bump-a-bump  —  and  what  is  it  afiter 
all  ? — Why  downright  nonsense !  — ^Who  ever 
heard  of  a  ship  bearing  up  in  the  wind^s  eye. — 
But  here  we  have  it  again — ^  And  whilst  she 
fivwnedjidl  upon  her  foe,  she  belched  forth  a 
flood  of  fire  and  smoke,  accompanied  by  a  bd^ 
lowing  roar,  that  mocked  the  surly  meanings  of 
the  sleepy  ocean/ — Now,  mind  the  folly  of 
this. — ^Here's  a  fellow  talking  about  ajbaming 
fluid,  when,  almost  in  the  same  breath,  he  tells 
you  the  sea  was  asleep— wonder  it  wasn't  soor- 
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isg-l    Wdl,  now,  what's  the  Eo^idi  for  all 
timbdclung  and  bdlowing? — ^Why,  that  one 
stnp  bofe  up  m  the  wind^  as  she  crowed  her 
dhrenary's  hawae   cm  the  ofsposite  tack,  and 
poured  in  a  rakmg  broadaide,  that  sent  her  stag- 
gemg  artemw — ^But  another  of  theie  chaps,  I 
reooUect,  tdls  us,  when  deserihii^  the  destme. 
tkm  of  two  Turldsh  vessels  by  foe — that  ^  the 
buraing  ships  were  diecked  by  a  sudden  wind — 
diey  turned  Aaj^  round — seemed  to  red  and 
whalce!  dien  down  they  went  with  a  bMk  and 
9iku$r* — Now,  had  the  fellow  only  left  dieir 
sbcks  above  water,  he  might  hare  compared 
their  foundering  on  fire  to  the  fianng  <tf  a  red- 
hot  poker  thrust  in  a  pot  of  porter* — But, 
imliaps  you  thmk  I  exaggerate. — ^Beheve  your 
own  eyet,"^  said  the  veteran,  handing  the  fieu- 
tenant  the  volume,  and  tkofpng  his  spectacles 
en  the  trideina  pet 


Sboold  Am  be  aa j  anaduooiiait  hj  poMibiii^  here,  die 
moel  iatereeted  doubdees  will  noC  £ul  to  point  dm 
lltoaqr»  itwee  BoCetJfi 
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^  Ah!  these  are  sad  piasers,  Sir,*^  s«dd 
Bartoo. 

^  Piosersy  Sir !  I  doQ*t  know  what  they  are 
— for  theie*8  nothing  in  their  noddles  but  trash. 
— ^They  put  me  in  mind  of  a  collier  in  a  head- 
sea — ^kicking  up  a  bobbery  under  the  bows,  and 
making  a  great  foam  and  froth  without  advancing 
a  fathom  a-head  in  a  watch."" 

**  Welly  but,  uncle,  you  must  allow  that 
anotho'  of  these  novelists  presents  us  with  a 
glowing  and  spirited  painting  of  a  naval  en- 
gagement ?" 

^^  Aye,  aye,  I  remember  the  passage ;  pretty 
painting  indeed  ! — I  call  it  daubing. — I  wonder 
what  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  would  think 
of  an  official  despatch  filled  with  long  rigmaroles 
of  the  <  deep  blue  sea  being  dyed  with  blood,' 
and  such  romance-like  trash — wouldnH  their 
lordships  be  justified  in  superseding  the  writer 
for  insanity  ? — How  much  better  a  letter  of  this 
sort  would  look  in  the  gazette — *  Sir— I  have 
to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  my 
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Lords  Comimsdoiiers  of  the  Admiralty— (fiv 
jou  must  know,  I  hate  your  hacknied  waj  of 
brotciuDg  the  business  by  a  prayer) — dial  at 
xKxm,  this  day,  when  standing  oo  tbe  starboaid 
tack,laL  and  longitude  so-and-so, — ^wind,  aov- 
▼est-^md-by-west  (mind  the  necessity  ol  iiai)j  I 
discorered  the  enemy'^s  fleet  broad  on  tbe  lea> 
beam — made  tbe  agnal  for  battle — bore  op  in 
a  line  a-breast — broke  tbe  line — found,  aftir 
four  boors  action,  yard-arm  and  yardarm,  fif. 
teeo,  as  per  margin,  of  tbe  enemy's  fleet  bad 
struck. — Inclosed  isalist  of  killed  and  woonded. 
— I  haTe  tbe  boooor  to  be^  be  &c' — Tbere 
you  bare  it,  short  and  sweet. — That's  my  idea 
of  tbe  thing. — ^Besides,  don*t  yoo  think  thai 
fifteen  sail  of  tbe  line,  standing  into  Portsmoodi 
baiboor,  with  tbe  Britidi  tiag  flying  auer  the 
Frendi,  nys  mcMre  on  the  soligect  than  aTolame 
as  big  as  the  Bible? — Come,  pass  the  wine, 
Mr.  Burton." 

Hitherto  it  might  be   said,  in  the  captain's 
own  phrase,  it  was  all '  plain-suling^  with  him ; 
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he  had  had  it  aU  his  own  way ;  bat  Uiis  aDii- 
aoQ,  or  may  of  a  simiho'  nature,  was  sure  to 
awaken  a  discord  in  the  tuailj  concert — ^Not- 
withstanding the  eager  volubility  with  which  he 
was  pursoing  a  &fouTite  sentiment,  he  peiw 
cored  his  error,  by  the  compressed  lip  and 
enlarging  dimensions  oS  his  sister-in-law,  as  she 
drew  up  with  all  the  marks  of  offended  feeling 
at  the  unnecessary,  and  because  unnecessary, 
profane,  allusion  to  sacred  writ.  In  his  present 
state  of  excitement,  any  interruption  was  not  to 
be  endured.  Although  rapidly  hurrying  to  the 
climax,  he  resolved,  somewhat  at  the  expense 
of  his  consistency,  to  evade  rather  than  contest 
the  point;  and  the  fair  champon  had  hardly 
entered  the  lists,  by  saying  she  could  not  see 
any  possible  justification  for  so  very  improper, 
and  so  unprofitable  an  allusion  to  that  vene- 
rated  volume,   when    he   eagerly  interrupted 


*<  Well !   well,    sister :    allow   me  just    this 
once ;  and  if  you'll  take  but  a  turn  with  your 
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^mfst^  for  a  few  nuButety  TU  not  only 
witb  TOQ  in  wbal  you  have  wid,  but  in 
jaa  mag  say  for  the  next  nx  waadu/* — ^And 
tfan  Tenmimg  Us  subbed,  be  conrlnifai  kii 
anting— ^  As  for  my  pari,  I  never  look  at  a 
kng-winded  despatdi  without  drea£iig  to  eoaK 
to  die  oaoduBoo ;  for  tbey  are  noidy  either  a 
■oe  pretext  for  sdf  praiae»  or  a  lame  apology 
for  loeti^  a  laurd.*^ 

BialflD,  who  had  altematdy  Uh  diyed  to 
jooi  IB  the  triumph  of  his  hoit,  or  to  haa^  at 
his  dexteri^  io  parrying  Us  wier's  iatcrrvp- 
tioosy  pardy  with  a  Tiew  to  pierent  a  repetition 
of  the  latter,  and  partly  through  a  desire  to 
dipiay  an  equal  jealousy  tar  the  honour  of  the 
lerviee,  assured  the  fapfain,  that  though  he 
had  looked  at  the  paflH^e,  he  eould  see  nothiag 
in  it  but  dieer  ignorance;  whilst  in  a  paasge  of 
another  author,  wlndi  he  had  lately  looked  orer, 
be  had  detected  the  most  palpable,  uBOMrited, 
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and  malignant  libel,  on  the  character  of  our 
seamen,  ever  yet  published. 

Tiller,  who  had  contented  himself  with  taking 
only  that  respectful  part  in  the  ^  entertunment,^ 
sanctioned  by  the  usages  of  ^  polite  domestics,^ 
consisting  of  a  subdued  smile,  or  a  significant 
shrug,  now  stood  with  his  eyes  distended,  hb 
mouth  half  open,  and  his  body  inclined  towards 
the  lieutenant,  so  as  to  form  an  angle  of  about 
twenty-three  degrees  out  of  the  perpendicular, 
in  an  attitude  of  anxious  attention.  Burton 
took  from  his  pocket  his  tablets,  and  proceeded 
to  read,  with  very  marked  emphasis,  the  fol- 
lowing extract — 

^^  <  I  have  had  considerable  experience  in  the 
characters  of  English  seaman,  and  I'm  far  from 
believing  them  to  be  that  open-hearted,  goie- 
rous,  thoughtless  race  of  men,  they  are  imagined 
to  be  by  those  who  are  not  intimately  acquainted 
with  them.  On  the  contrary,  I  know  them  to 
be  like  all  uncultivated  beings,  Jcnavish,  aeyUhj 
and  malevolent ;  and  I  don't  hesitate  to  staUj 
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that,  OQ  obsemng  them  off  their   gu««^>  they 
will  be  found  to  be  a  rkioiu  and  unprincipled 

A  groan,  which  startled  Senna  and  the  ladies, 
escaped  Tiller  at  the  conclusion  of  this  sentence, 
who  endeaToured  to  conceal  bis  error  by  busU 
liag  about  in  his  vocation ;  but  such  was  his 
want  of  self-possession,  that  in  placing  a  caraft 
of  water  by  his  mistress,  he  over-reached  himself, 
and  pressed  on  her  shoulder,  who  resented  this 
inadvertence  by  shrinking  from  him,  and  ex- 
claiming  sharply — ^  What's  the  matter — whereas 
the  fool  lying  P*^' — The  poor  delinquent,  whose 
copper  tinge  now  gave  place  to  an  honest  blush 
of  the  deepest  scarlet,  excliumed  with  warmth— * 

*'  I  axes  your  pardon,  Ma*am,  but  it's  not 
me  thatf  t  lym^.^ 

**  Ton  my  word,"  said  Emily,  "  Thomas  is 
a  wit." 

^  Rather  say  a  wag,**  cried  Senna,  who  would 

*  A  MBOar  pMMge  to  this  appeared  b  a  recent  puUicar 
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•^-^^  Come,  now,  lefs  make  ourselves  comfort- 
able for  a  while,  and  have  a  r^ular  set-to  at 
nauticals.— It  will  be  quite  a  treat,  I  assure 
you,  Mr.  Burton." 

As  the  conversation  assumed  a  totally  dif- 
ferent tone  the  moment  the  door  closed  on  the 
ladies,  out  of  compliment  to  them  we  shall  close 
this  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  VI, 
DOCTORS  DIFFER. 


"  TWh  ir  tiadie*,  whacin  onr  noUe  uid  genlle  joaih 
n^  to  bcKow  tlxdr  tiinc  Id  a  ditciplmAiy  vij." 

HlLTOV. 

"  DiipQte  it  like  ■  nun. 

liluIldOM: 

Bat  I  moM  ilao  fed  it  like  a  nun.^ 


*'  Well,  now  tell  me  candidly,"  add  Crank, 
33  Booa  as  Burton  had  resumed  bb  seat, — "  what 
bnwgbt  you  into  such  an  out-o'-the-wiiy  port  as 
this  ? — ^you  scwcely  ever  see  a  man-o'-war  bring- 
up  in  the  Range.*' 
^  Wbj,  Sir,  the  Caet  is,  our  captain  »  a  cott- 
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siderate,  sensible  man ;  and  though  the  phrase 
may  be  rather  unpopular  in  the  service, — a 
sailor's  friend. — Our  cruize  has  been  none  of  the 
shortest — we*vc  had  a  deal  of  bad,  and  par- 
ticularly wet  weather,  for  the  time  of  year,  and 
some  little  rest  is  really  essential  to  the  ship's 
company'*s  health." 

"  Then,"  cried  Crank,  **  I  wasn't  very  far 
out  in  my  reck'*ning  this  morning,  after  all  :— 
you  know,  I  told  you,  I  thought  you  came  in 
for  a  skulk — had  you  there,  eh  ?" 

<^  Pardon  me,  Sir,"  said  Burton,  assuming  a 
serious  tone,  ^^  Captain  Staunch  is  actuated  by 
very  different  motives,  I  assure  you. — He  is  ac- 
knowledged to  be  one  of  the  most  active  cruizers 
in  the  channel,  and  as  such,  seldom  puts  into  port 
— but  when  he  returns  from  sea,  after  a  long  and 
harassing  cruize,  he  is  more  denrous  his  erew 
should  find  harbour  a  place  of  rest,  than  a  place 
of  annoyance." 

^^  Place  of  restf  indeed  ! — I  wonder  what  the 
Port-Admiral,  at  Plymoutli,  would  say  to  such 


kwyttJBkclopcl— No,  no — young  man  ; — wmot 
to  mike  pnie-aKmey — ^you    must  banish  we§i 
fnm  youi  thoughts. — Agree     with    me,    ch. 
Doctor?'' 

«  Vniy,  Sir,''  sadd  Seona,  **  it's  an  axiom  whh 
uij  thai  oecancHud  depLelioD,  Is  not  more  re- 
quiate  to  the  body  than  repose : — and  aught  I 
presume  to  prescribe,  I  mean,"  (said  the  doctor, 
leoofvering  from  bit  lapeus^  *^  to  ofier,  an  opinion 
upon  the  pint,  I  iboidd  certainly  say,  that  well* 
timed  relaxation-— or  rather,  recreation — for  re- 
laiarion  Irequentiy  tends  to  enervate  the  system, 
-^I  should  say,  well-timed- 
ibr  every  thing  depends  upon  timing 
veQ — well-timed  recreation  might  be  safely  ad- 
nmsteced— or  rather  resorted  to  by  way  of 
•edaUve  to  seamen  after  a  protracted  lab— I 
flMan,"  said  be,  again  correcting  himself — "  a 
tedious  and  fatiguing  senrioe." 

The  absurd  pomp  with  which  Senna  usually 
dcjgmatixed,  was  but  little  calculated  to  excite 
nspeet  for  the  orator,  however  fluent  the  pro£es- 
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sional  diatribe. — ^Burton  began  to  discover  that 
most  of  Senna's  science,  or  more  properly  speak- 
ing, mystery,  consisted  in  the  rdteration  of 
technical  terms ;  and  an  unsuitable  application 
of  professional  phrase  to  ordinary  topics. — In  a 
word,  though  be  stood  on  no  mean  footing  in  hii 
own  estimation,  the  doctor  was  but  the  fag-end 
of  the  faculty. 

After  Senna  had  finished  his  oration,  Crank 
exchanging  glances  with  Burton,  then  staring 
the  apothecary  full  in  the  face,  exclaimed — 
"  Ton  my  word.  Senna — I  think  you'd  make  a 
capital  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. — Had  him 
there,  eh,  Mr.  Burton  ?" 

'^  I  wish  we  had  him  there,"  said  Burton, 
waggishly — "  for  if  Lavater  may  be  depended 
on,  the  lineaments  of  reciprocal  patronage  are  so 
strongly  characterized  in  the  doctor*s  counte* 
nance,  that  I^m  sure  the  merits  of  his  hospitable 
host  would  not  long  remain  unrewarded.** 

*<  Bravo !  bravo  1"  cried  Crank — "  Why,  Sir, 
youVe  brisk  as  a  bottle  of  ale  in  the  dog-days. — 
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See,  doctor,  see  ^\«it  time  does  ! — D — ^n  it.  Sir, 
in  mj  days,  a  lieiiUsiaDt,  unless  it  was  to  dap 
Ksnetiang  into  Vus  mcMiib,  never  attempCed  to 
open  it,  at  any  other  table  than  bis  own. — ^Botf 
say,"  ooDtiiiued  the  veteran,  addresaiiig  himself 
immediately  to  Buxton, — ^^  I  say,  let  me  give  yoa 
alittk  friendly  advice — donH  let  any  of  the  Big- 
wigs ever  bear  you  even  Am/,  that  reti  k  essen- 
tial to  seamen. — Work  'em.  Sir — ^work  'cm! — 
that's  the  way  to  have  "^em  in  health — keeps  the 
scurvy  out  o"*  their  bones. — ^Don't  ^e  them 
time  to  think f  and  they  won't  trouble  you  with 
talk. — Indulgence  indeed  ! — ^Mischief  you  mean  1 
— ^for  the  one's  sore  to  fcdlow  the  other. — No, 
no,  Sir  !  —  work  'em — work  'em  that's  my 
ma3im !" 

The  emphatic  manner  in  which  Crank  ex- 
pressed himself  on  the  subject  of  the  treatment 
of  seamen,  had  more  the  effect  of  potting  Bur- 
ton on  his  metal,  than  damping  his  ardour  for 
^bat& — "  I  am  sOTry,  Sir,"  said  he,  "  with 
due  deference  to  your  practical  experience,  that 

f3 
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in  this  iDsUoce,  I  ctfnnot  entirely  assent  to  your 
maxim. — Why,  let  me  ask  you,  Sir,  should 
those,  who  enjoy  all  the  luxuries  of  the  land, 
«ad  who,  during  the  most  tempestuous  weather^ 
are  lounging  on  pillows  of  down,  refuse  to  a 
ship's  company,  which,  in  all  probability  has 
been  fagging  hard  to  fill  the  coffers  of  th«r 
superiors,  some  little  recreation  on  returmng 
into  port  ?* 

^^  That's  all  very  fine  talk,  about  lounging  on 
pillows  of  down  —but  pray  how  are  you  to  refit 
your,  ships,  if  your  system  of  recreation  be 
adopted  ?*' 

'^  Refit,  Sir  i — With  much  greater  ease,  than 
has  ever  hitherto  been  effected  in  the  service^  if 
a  proper,  and  well-matured  system,  were  but 
once  established. — ^For  instance,  the  moment  a 
ship  arrives  in  port,  let  her  *  wants'^  be  tele- 
graphed to  the  Admiral  s  ofiice,  specifying  the 
particular  periods  when  she  could  probably  be 
in  readiness  to  receive  each  description  of  her 
stores   and  supplies:— -for   in   the  attempt  to 
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execute  busine»  of  ihia  sort  with  dispatch, 
wfaMlier  it  be  the  fitting  out  of  a  fiigate  or  a 
fleet,  as  much  depends  upon  method,  as  on 
time  and  tide." 

"  Very  good.  Sir,"  said  Crank,  "  though  I 
hat«  your  Methodists  as  I  do  the  devil ;  I 
like,  in  my  iieart,  a  methodical  man, — Pity 
that  shot  didn't  rake  my  sister!  — Had  she 
been  here,  I'd  a'  had  her  there,  eh? — But  go 
oo  with  your  system.: — Hate  ali  interruption — 
that's  my  maxim." 

Willi  difficulty  Burton  could  rtfrain  from 
laughing  aloud  at  the  singularity  of  the  veteran's 
afleciirig  to  adopt  a  precept,  which  be  now 
plainly  perceived  to  be  so  little  in  accordance 
with  his  practice. 

"  Well,  Sir,"  fuud  the  lieutenant,  resuming 
bis  nil^ecti  "  as  mwd  as  a  ship  had  made  known 
her  *  watUt,'  her  stores  (so  afi  to  suit  the  time 
and  tide  previously  specified)  should  be  shipped 
into  lighters  by  the  labourers  of  the  yard,  or  the 
coOTicU  of  the  hulks :  for  I  maintain,  that  sea- 
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going  ships  should  be  totally  exempt  from 
*  dock-yard  duty/— Were  this  the  case,  with 
vessels  so  circumstanced,  their  return  into  port 
would  be  hailed  with  pleasure  by  the  crews; 
whilst,  according  to  the  existing  system,  harbour- 
duty  becomes,  positively,  more  harassing  and 
annoying  to  seamen,  when  in  such  ports,  than 
even  their  arduous  duties  when  cruizing  at  sea. 
—Your  own  experience,  Sir,  must  have  afforded 
you  opportunities  of  witnessing,  when  employed 
in  fitting  out  at  Spithead,  or  Cawsand  Bay,  the 
disheartening  scene  of  a  launch*  full  of  men, 
pulling  against  a  lee-tide-|-  for  hours  together  on 
a  stretch ;  and  at  length  compelled  to  give  up  the 
^  tug,^  and  return  wet,  cold,  and  comfortless  to 
their  ship,  without  having  performed  the  service 
for  which,  as  it  is  technically  termed,  they  were 
specially  ^dispatched.' — All  this  waste  of  toil  and 
time  may  be  fairly  attributable,  in  the  first  in- 

*  The  long-boat  of  a  ship  of  war. 

t  When  the  wind  and  tide  are  adverse  to  the  progress  of  the 
boat  or  vesseL 


3ai!»,\DiE«xi\.ot  precaadcKi  and  IbretlxMigfat  ia 
dbooan^  the  Ume  judknousLy    for    gfmliiig  tlie 
bolts  on  shoTC.    But  this   cannot    alwmrs   he 
attended  to— foe  docV-vaid  dutv  must  be  dooe 
in  dock-yard  hours; — and  the  fMtJ  must  lesie 
the  ^  betimes,  irhether  the  tide  is  cuuUaij  cr 
ocbenrise. — This  is  too  often  Ubour  lost ;  amd 
instead  of  its  being  any  eoonomy  of  tiine  or  ex- 
pense, (which  would  appear  to  be  the  olgect  in 
▼iew)  the  party  ^  dispatched^  migfat  have  been 
pro6tably  occupied  on  board;    and  the  doty 
efl'ectually  performed  by  the  oooricts  oo  dnre. 
Indeed,  in  all  cases,  the  convicts  appear  to  be  the 
persons  best  adapted  for  doing  shore  duty :  both 
because  they  are  at  hand  on  the  spot,  and  that  it 
is  desirable  the  crews  of  ships  just  returned  from 
hard  service,  should  not  be  sobgected  irnirces. 
sarily  to  the  unavoidable  drudgery  of  this  par- 
ticular duty. — But  no.  Sir,  it  would  appear — at 
least,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  careful  anxiety 
evinced  by  these  (as  ^^ey  may  be  termed)  act* 
todes  morum — " 
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«*  What  ship's  i/uU  r  interrupted  Crank. 

^  I  would  say.  Sir,'*  continued  Burton,  with 
a  smile,  *^  that  it  would  appear,  the  overseers  of 
these  disciples  of  Turpin,  Barrington,  and  com* 
pany,  were  more  solicitous  to  promote  the  health 
and  longevity  of  this  respectable  community, 
than  higher  authorities  were  to  add  to  the  popu- 
larity of  the  service,  or  to  study  the  comforts  of 
our  seamen/'* 

"  Why  how  do  you  mean,  Sir  ?"  asked  Crank, 
assuming  a  quarter-deck  air. 

<<  I  mean,  Sir,'^  said  Burton,  in  an  easy  and 
unaffected  tone,  which  was  strongly  contrasted 
with  that  of  his  host,  **  that  should  a  slight 
shower  of  rain  even  threaien  to  fall  upon  the 
hallowed  heads  of  these  colonial  candidates,  they 
are  instantly  called  in  under  shelter ;  whilst 
poor  Jacky  ashore  or  afloat,  is  condemned  to 
work  in  all  weathers." 

*  It  gives  us  great  satisfaction  to  be  enabled  to  admit,  that 
since  the  late  auspicious  change  in  our  naval  administration,  a 
highly  laudable  anxiety  has  been  displayed  to  increase  the 
comforts  of  our  seamen. 
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"^  Work  in  aU  weathers !  to   be   sure»    ^^^ 
sud  Cnnk.— '<  Seeheare^Mr.  Seima,**  for  Cnok 
Eked  not  t  ksng  trgiimeat  better  tban  a  good 
tuditor— ^'  See  bere,  Sir--blow  bigb,  blow  low. 
Id  ahnyi  find  sometViiiig  for  Beamen  to  do«— > 

D B  it.  Sir,  rd  make  them  poliah  a  two-aod- 

tidftj  pouod-dioi ;  aye,  aad  blacken  it  agam^ 
»ta  it  was  bngfcifn^d,  rather  thao  let  tbem  be 
growling,  or  idling  about  the  decks  with  their 
hands  in  their  beekets.^ 

Senna,  who  poeaessed  the  peculiar  tact  of  being 
aUe  to  accommodate  his  prindples  to  all  parties 
in  dispute,  wh'dst  preserving  the  appearance  of 
aooording  with  the  last  speaker,  had  now  re- 
coorae  to  his  favourite  phrase  ^^just  mo,'*  which 
was  mvariaUy  uttered  in  a  tone  of  appob»> 
ticD. 

*'  To  be  sure.  Sir !"  said  Crank,  thinking  be 
had  the  best  of  the  argument — ^^  If  joo  want  to 
rule  the  seas — ^you  most  rule  the  sailor  irith  a 
rod  of  iroQ« — Work-up  Jack,  as  you  would  old 


lis  s^Loss  A^D  SAnrr& 

Jmmk:  and  the  devil's  m*l,  if  joa  doD^'t  dnw  the 
*  rojmi^s  Tani*  in  the  eDd.** 

"  I  am  sore  Mr.  Senoa  will  agree  with  me,'*' 
said  Burton,  mtendbig  a  slight  sarcasm  at  hoth 
Crank  and  the  cauuous  and  complaisant  apo> 
thecarr.  ^  that  at  all  times  it  is  better  to  acknow- 
ledge  our  ignorance  than  betray  it — tat  I  coo- 
fesB,  I  have  yet  to  learn  the  principle  of  justice^i 
upon  which  the  captain  would  found  his  system 
of  discipline.*' 

**  I  suppose  now,'*  cried  Crank,  **  you  think 
that  a  regular-built  pauler  ?'*-f- 

"  No,  Sir,"  returned  Burton,  in  a  tone  of 
deference ;  ^^  I  only  mean  to  assert,  that  upon 
ymr  principle  of  discipline,  you  render  inope> 
rative,  the  salutary  system  of  rewards  and  pu- 
nishments.— Why  impose  on  any  set  of  men, 
but  particularly   seamen,    duties,   which   they 

*  Rosne'f  yarn — Che  white  chread  in  all  king^i  ooidagey  to 
detect  theft 

t  Panler,  or  stopper—an  unanswerable  olijection. 
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eoDsequeoiij  wroor  oC  t] 
-What  dosk  you,  *&It. 

''  Just  »r  tefAkx 
di^l  ittd  of  appcribaUoo 
boverer,  escaped  the  eye  o 

^  I  tell  you  wlial  it  is,  ycui^ 
Teienm,  inamediately  addresing  hjnwrff 
too,  and  in  a  tone  evideDtly  imtniifri  to 
deep  impresaoo  on  themiiid  of  the 
^  wiut  tin  you  grow  gr^  in  the 
then  you*n  Jmaw  better  P 

*^Ju$tsOf*^  reiterated  Seonay  vjxhoot,  htv- 
erer,  TeDturing  to  mmga  any  leaaoo  Ibr  tLai 
appearing  to  agree  in  opinioD  with  tvo 
whose  sentiments  on  the  ome  wdtjeti 
tolaUy  opposite. 

Anxious  as  Burton  felt  to  join  the  lades  m 
the  drawing-room,  he  was  not  ahogecher  ifiipoaK] 
to  concede  to  his  superior  the  point  m  *^t"^»- 
<— «  Whether,  Sir,**  said  he,  <<  asy  pralasknal 
conduct  will  ensure  me  the  good  fiaHBK  even  to 
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retain  my  name  on  the  list,  much  more  the 
honour  of  growing  grejf  in  the  service,  mj  pn« 
sent  opinion  is  likely  to  remain  unchanged  on 
the  expediency  of  allowing  to  seamen  occasional 
recreational,  as  well  as  the  impropriety  of  i|ii» 
posing  on  them  unnecessary  and  annoying 
duties. 

^^  How  often  does  it  happen  that  a  shqi^ 
running  in  from  stress  of  weather,  has  icaroely 
taken  up  her  birth»  before  the  signal  is  made  her 
to  *take  the  guards*  whilst  the  boats  of  the 
^guard-ship"  (a  misnomer  by-the-by)  are  not 
unfrequently  employed  pulling  ladies  about  the 
harbour  on  parties  of  pleasure  : — to  say  nothing 
of  the  hurry-worry  system  unnecessarily  prao* 
tised  of  puihing  returned  ships  out  of  port, 
scarcely  giving  time  to  the  officers  to  get  even 
their  clothes  waslied  V^ 

^^  Clothes  watbedf  indeed  P'  interrupted  the  old 
gentleman,  in  a  tone  of  astonishment.  '*  Many*8 
the  time.  Sir,  when  on  short  allowance  of  both 
soap  and  water,  Fve  thought  it  a  capital  catch. 
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iboMver  1  succeeded  m  coaxing^  the  cook  out 
ef  the  pa^aompdraimngs  o**  the  coppers,  to  wash 
■J  own  shiru  in  my^df.* — What  do  you  think 
QfOal.Mr.Seniui?'' 

**  1  tlunk,"  repVied  the  apothecary,  percdviiig 
thai  an  opportunily  was  here  offered  to  display 
his  slight  smattering  of  chemistry  and  botany— 
*^  I  think.  Sir — the—  a-^vegetable  matter  oon- 
tuned  in  the  a    ■     ^ 

**  Bcnm  the  vegetahle  matter,*— but  what  d'ye 
think  of  a  fellow  being  obliged  to  turn  his  own 
WMuierwoman  f* 

Burton  here  burst  out  into  a  loud  laugh--* 
whilst  Senna,  after  pausing  some  moments,  as  if 
evidently  at  a  loss  for  an  appropriate  reply,'  at 
length  Tentured  to  say,  that  he  ^  thought  the 
captain  better  calculated  to  cut  a  figure  in  the 
larder  than  the  laundry.^ 

^  Why,  yes,**  retorted  Crank,  who  never  Uist 

^  This  »  no  ezaggeratio»— thoogh  periiaps  a  faaary  nn- 
kBOvn  to  die  peace^JUen  of  our  serrioe — oli/er— oflBcen  who 
caCcved  the  Bavy  nee  the 
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an  opportunity  (as  he  termed  it)  of  ^  hutting  the 
doctor.' — "  I  must  say,  that  *  Mangling  done 
herCj  wouldn^  exactly  suit  my  shop  as  well  as 
yours — ha !  ha ! !  ha ! ! ! — Had  him  there,  eh, 
Mr.  Burton  ? — Come,  pass  the  wine  after  that.^ 
And  here  we  may  remark,  that  Crank's  double 
was  not  altogether  inappropriate — ^for  the  apo* 
thecary's  predilection  for  phlebotomy  was  pro* 
verbial ;  the  lancet  was  as  frequently  in  his  hand 
as  were  alkali  and  acids  in  his  mouth. — Luckily 
for  the  richer  classes,  his  pracUce  among  them 
was  limited ;  and  the  poor  fared  better  at  his 
hands,  or  rather  at  nature^s ;  to  whose  fostering 
and  restorative  care,  he  in  most  cases  of  doubt 
(that  is,  as  to  remuneration)  abandoned  them,  as 
the  most  economic,  and  perhaps,  he  felt  from 
experience,  the  less  dangerous  practice. — He 
treated  all  distempers,  as  if  originating  in  over- 
repletion  ;  and  radically  went  to  wock  by  empty- 
ing the  pockets  of  the  sufferer,  as  the  surest  way 
to  strike  at  the  root  of  all  intemperance. — ^^Thus 
his  prescriptions,  like  the  nostrums  of  the  adver* 
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tJBDg  poitioD  of  the  faculty,  were  adjusted  oo 
tfaepnndpLe  of  a  cobbler's  last,  and  served  in- 
diidiimiiately  for  a  variety  of  patients,  very 
disdnuUrly  affected.  Senna  was  so  far  from 
fee&ig  any  thing  like  oolnpunction  on  the  8ulv% 
ject,  diat  he  used,  on  occaaoon,  to  assert, — that 
^  it  was  useless  to  stand  upon  trifles  with 
patients,  wholiad  the  constitutions  of  horses.** 

No  sooner  had  Crank  recovered  from  a  sharp 
fit  of  coughing,  occasioned  by  too  long  indulging 
in  his  lau^  against  Senna,  than  turning  to  the 
lieutenant,  he  exclaimed — ^  Come,  Sir, — say 
your  joy  oat — ^you  know,  I  hate  to  interrupt  a 
man  in  the  thread  of  his  argument/^ 

**  I  was  about  to  observe,*'  said  Burton, 
*^  that  though  many  of  our  bona  fids  *  griev* 
anoes,^  had  been  redressed,  in  consequence  of 
the  regnlstinns  introduced  into  the  service,  sub- 
sequeot  to  the  mutiny  at  the  Nore ;  yet  it  is 
to  be  regretted  there  still  exist  in  the  service  so 
many  real  annoyances. — ^For  instance,  it  not 
onfrequently  hiqipens,   that  some  young,  fan* 
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tastic  fop  of  a  flag-lieutenant,  who  in  all  pro- 
bability is  more  aujhit  at  fanning  a  flirt,  than 
spilling  a  sail,  deprives  a  vessel  of  a  small  com- 
plement of  men ;  or  perhaps,  the  best  part  of 
her  ablest  hands,  who  might  be  employed  in  the 
execution  of  some  indispensable  duty  on  board, 
because " 

^  Because,"  interrupted  Crank,  in  a  sneering 
tone,  ^*  he  made  the  signal  to  knock-ofi^  work  too 
soon,  1  suppose  ?" 

**  On  the  contrary,"  said  Burton,—**  such  a 
thought  never  enters  their  heads—" 

*^  Well,  but  how  do  they  deprive  a  vessel  of 
the  use  of  her  ablest  hands  ?^ 

**  Why,  Sir,  I  have  seen  instances,  where  one 
of  these  beardless  boys,  has  taken  it  into  his 
head,  in  token  of  his  brief  authority,  to  make 
the  signal  for  a  lieutenant  to  appear  at  the  Ad- 
miral's  oflSce,  for  the  sole  purpose  <^  oopjing 
some  such  trifling  *  portorder,'  as — ^  that  mid- 
shipmen may  be  permitted  to  wear  round  hats 
on  duty ;  provided  they  mount  the  cockade  and 
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loop.' — Now,  Sir,  instances  of  this  sort  have  too 
/irqiieiitiy  occurred,  when  it  ha*  been  blovring 
n  frnh,  as  to  require  r  double- banked  boat's- 
crew,  to  convey  (be  officer  on  shore.- — And  thus 
it  is,  t  esr,  that  a  small  vessel,  like  the  Spitfire, 
is  liable  to  have  her  ablest  hands  broken-off  froin 
an  essential  duty,  because.  Forsooth,  the  flag- 
lieutenant  has  not  the  discrimination  to  perceive 
dut  this  importajii  intelligence  might  be  com- 
roun'mted  at  any  time,  and  certainly  at  a  period 
Ian  calculated  to  excite  discontent — to  say 
itotbing  of  the  tendency  such  ill-limed,  and 
capricious  inlerrupiions  may  have,  in  impeding 
the  progress  of  a  ship  when  fitting  out  in  haste 
for  some  particular  service——-" 

*•  Come,  come — there's  something  in  that. — 1 
asy,  doctor,"  said  Crank,  accompanying  the 
remark  with  a  shrewd  nod  of  his  head — "  I  say, 
it  doesn't  appear  to  me  exactly,  that  Mister 
Bunon  wears  his  brains  in  his  boots." 

"  Juat  to,"  said  the  sage  disciple  of  Galen, 
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who  knew  the  full   value  of  a   phrase  which 
meant  anything  or  nothing. 

Here  Tiller  appeared,  with  an  invitation  to 
join  the  ladies  at  tea;  a  proposition  cordially 
received  by  the  lieutenant,  whilst  the  old  gen- 
tleman, looking  at  the  doctor  hesitatingly,  in- 
quired whether  he  might  not  call  for  another 
bottle  of  claret,  before  they  returned  to  the 
ladies. — The  doctor,  who  had  his  cue  on  this 
subject,  as  well  as  many  others,  from  the  lady  of 
the  house,  shrugged  up  his  shoulders,  and  very 
pedantically,  in  Burton's  mind,  quoted  from 
Juvenal,  the  line : 


it 


Patiper  locupletem  optare  podagramr—** 


to  prove,  that  poor  men  only,  pine  for  a 
paroxysm  of  gout. — The  veteran,  conceding 
credit  to  the  quotation,  for  containing  un- 
answerable arguments  against  further  vinous 
indulgence,  accordingly  arose  with  his  frien<)a, 
and  repaired  to  the  tea-table. 
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TRIFLES  lAGHT  AS  ABBL 


The  sppennce  of  the 
br  the  fiailpt  of  the  lafim,  vho 
kvp  wmdoVy  opcnn^  cjo  a  gieoi 
mjojiiDg  «i  eUMMtte  land  aod  k 
flngiikr  bomtj.  Thefieittiireaof  &e 
bold  flod  peculiar;  the  hogbts  lithi 
tioB;  tfaeslopesaf  the opposte Aare 
deeplj  eereloped  in  ifaade,  aa  the  m 
ipfuacheJ  his  decfine.    In  the  baj 
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lay  the  brig,  gently  osdllating  to  and  fro,  with 
the  undulating  swell  of  the  sea,  and  scarcelj 
enough  wind  to  agitate  her  <long  and  lazy 
pennant/  The  shadows  now  stretching  along 
the  wooded  heights,  to  the  west«  were  in  admira- 
ble contrast  with  the  golden  glory  of  the  sum- 
mer sky  at  sunset.  The  sea,  too,  in  this  direc- 
tion, was  one  sheet  of  sparkling  fire,  except 
where  the  dark  forms  of  the  Homistone  and 
Blackstone  rocks,  were  chafed  by  the  swell  of 
the  rising  tide,  and  whitened  for  a  moment  in 
its  foam.  In  the  extreme  distance  the  Start 
point  caught  the  eye,  dark  at  its  base,  and 
brightening  at  its  summit,  by  the  blaze  of  retir- 
ing day.  Scenes  like  this  are  too  beautiful,  and 
too  full  of  nature's  own  eloquence  not  to  impose 
a  deferential  silence,  and  repose  of  spirit,  on 
minds  proof  against  every  other  appeal.  Aided 
by  the  climate  of  this  delicious  region,  the  breath- 
ing  balmy  odours  of  that  hour,  she  never  fails 
to  reassert  her  dominion  over  our  dispositions, 
however  indurated  by  attrition 'with  the  world ; 
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*<  Her  wluU  F'  murmured  the  doctor  to  him- 
self, whose  ear  was  peculiarly  sensitiTe  to  anj 
thing  which  he  thought  savoured  of  profiessioiial 
allusion. — ^What  might  have  followed,  would, 
doubtless,  have  been  embarrassing  to  some  of 
the  party,  had  not  his  misconception  been  cor* 
rected,  by  Burton  exclaiming — 

*<  You  must  be  quick.  Mister  Tflkr,  or  joull 
scarcely  keep  time  with  her  motions;  for  I 
perceive  the  topmen  are  already  gone  aloft  to 
send  doMm  the  royal,  and  t'o-gallant  yards.*' 

**  No  matter,^  sud  Crank,  *'for  should  you  be 
late,  Thomas,  the  port  would  sooner  trust  to  our 
time  than  their^s.^' 

**Well  then! — there's  sway  away,"  said 
Bunon. 

"  Down  they  come,"  cried  Crank. 

*<  Bless  roe  ! — what*s  fallen  ?^^  exclaimed  Miss 
Wilson,  in. considerable  alarm. 

^*  Only  the  brig^s  broom-sticks,  my  detr,*^  said 
the  veteran,  pointing  to  the  vessel  below. 

But  just  recovered  from  one  alarm,  the  young 
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tfeS 


hij  w»  desdnfed  to  have  Vier  nerves  more  seri- 
oody  tried,  for,  mthe  neiLt  momeYit,  a  loud  re- 
pvt  doie  it  lier  ear,  as  of  thunder,  excited  the 
iKMt  umftcted  teiTor  m  ibe  poor  gtil :  she 
jwnped  cm  her  feet  cff  her  chair,  and  cau<^t 
im  bold  <t  old  Crank,  e&clasming — ^<*Good 
faeifeiit !  bow  near  the  thunder  is,  Sir."^ 

Here  afi  joined  in  a  good-humeiired  lau^  at 
ber  nmificity.  Crank,  hoiPeTer  he  might  hare 
Ihonghi  tome  thirty  years  pterioudy,  felt  his 
sitnation  extremely  embarraasing,  and  extiicat> 
ii^  bhaaeit  fiom  her  embrace^  acquunted  her 
that  tfae  nobe  which  so  much  idamied  her  was 
nothing  but  Tiller  <<  makmg  it  sonseL" 

The  doctor  had  selected  the  seat  next  to  Mrs. 
Crank ;  Burton  that  in  the  immediate  vidnity 
of  herdanghter ;  and  the  old  gentleman,  taking  a 
chair  mat  Miss  Wilson,  jocosely  ranailced,  that 
^  it  seemed  to  be  the  order  of  battle  that  e^ry 
■ma  shouU  take  his  bird,  and  he  could  not  see 
winr  he  and  Miss  W.  shouldn*t  grapple  together 
ftsr  a  speO/' 
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The  time  uccmjied  io  gcnenl  ooDTOsadoD 
WIS  not  kst  to  tlie  lieutensnty  who auimeAto 
be  gsining  gnmnd  in  Emilj's  good  gnoes.  He 
had  retdved,  in  his  own  nandy  to  try  her,  as 
saikfs  tenn  it,  '^  on  either  tack  ;'^  and  in  their 
mnfabnlatiopon  a  Tarie^  of  sulgects,  both  now» 
and  at  dinner^  he  fimnd  that,  notwithstanding 
she  could  boast  a  more  than  ordinary  diare  of 
personal  charms,  her  manners  were  Ughly  at- 
tFactire,  and  her  nund  bore  evident  marks  of 
superior  cultivation  and  improTement.  Whilst 
thus  attemptiog  to  play  the  critic^  Burton  soon 
forgot  a  part  which  was  by  no  means  natural  to 
one  of  his  complexion^  and  began  to  fed 
seriously  interested  in  the  animated  girl.-*Jior 
will  this  be  a  subject  of  surprise  to  any  of  mir 
readers,  if  ever  they  hare  been  defaarredy  iilr 
serersl  weeks  or  months^  of  lenude  society ivj 
.  During  this  endeavour  to  draw  her  oul,  lie 
fuled  not  to  devdope  suAcientfof  his  own  cha-. 
natee  to  make  her  anxious  to  know  more. — 
In  this  way^  the  ooowrsation  between   them 
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was  pfokiiged,  thioogfa  a  mutual  mociTe  of 
cuijottty,  until  it  appeared  to  hare  become 
suffidentlj  interestiiig  to  wammt  the  intier- 
poritkm  of  lier  mother,  who  begged  dbe  migitt 
be  made  a  puty  in  their  ooierie.  —  Barton 
mentioned  that  he  had  been  mcndlj  prapoa- 
in^  as  an  amuaementy  that  the  hifies  Aould 

viflt  the  iS^M^ere,  aa  soon  as  the  vesa^  had  tdun 
in  her  watee» — ^EmOjr  waa  sot  dnr  to.  fake  up 
the:  htf-nobt^  and  tuaiuwd  how  aHxh  she 
diould  faB:gpBtifiBd  in  arailBg'hendf  at  the 


oppoftmnty  to  ^mit  a 
Mka-IClaaB  Atfaon^  it  woidd  be  quite 
iag ;  *****^  ir  thct  wcaa-nooeof  thoae  ihodditf 

JfltidF;  and  atynlstfdj  that,  if 
to4ie»«f  the  pait]r>  ihey  should  reum 
lw%i>btfaft  tbasmlofs  ooauDenoBd  anj 
^hoasd  im  asMld^  it  sunset.' — 
heV'S  shock  oC  that  kind 
^  jfhan  ^otherwise.    It  tended 
lo  ^/tnoffttBt  the  neutcaft  and  m.) 

the 


Vi  n   •-•II  -iki^ 
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as  electricity.-— For  his  part,  lie  should  feel  no 
alarm,  if  allowed  to  form  one  of  the  escort  oo 
board. 

*^  Allowed  r  said  Mrs.  Crank,  rather  queru- 
lously— **  if  it  be  detennined  by  my  brother  that 
we  shall  visit,  (though  I  shall  put  in  my  veio 
against  it),  Mister  Senna  must  certainly  be  pne 
of  the  party — who  knows  what  may  occur  ? — 
I  am  5rery  timorous  on  water  excursions  ^but 
leaving  that  out  cf  the  question,  a  medical  man« 
upon  every  occasion^  must  be  considered  an 
acquisition.''' 

'*  Why,  yes,*^  muttered  Crank,  ^^  espedaUjr^ 
if  one's  going  to  fight  a  duel !" 

The  hints  dn^pped  by  the  lady  and  her  friend 
were  too  broad  aot  to  be  understood. — In  the 
pause  that  followed.  Burton  perceived  it  would 
be  indispeosaUe  to  include  the  doctor.  How- 
ever loth,  th^efore,  to  increase  the  number  of 
idlers  on  board,  he,  with  a  tolerably  good  grace, 
Jbeggged  he  would  accompany  the  ladies. 

Since  the  retreat  from  the  dining-ioom,  the 
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EBptain  hatl  made  uveral  attempts  to  re-com- 
mence with  Burton  their  former  conversation  on 
proresstonal  subjects. — In  this,  however,  he  woe 
fiiiled,  for  Burton's  replies  were  nil  monosylla- 
bles ;  and  Crank,  more  than  mo^t  men,  loved  a 
spice  of  contradiction  to  render  conversation 
|>alatable.  He  found  that  Emily's  society  had 
■o  many  more  attractions  for  this  degenerate  son 
of  the  ocean  than  his  own,  that  he,  although  the 
host,  had  been  altogether  overlooked  in  the  gene- 
ral idti  tattoo. — This  did  not  escape  Mrs.  Crank, 
who,  though  atiecting  indifference  to  the  pro- 
posed party  of  pleasure,  exclaimed — 

"  Brother,  if  we  <&>  go,  1  hope  you'll  accom- 
pany m" 

"  I  dotft  know  that~l  got  a  hint  not  to  go." 

"  A  hint  not  to  go,  uncle  !"  exclaimed  Emily. 

"Yea, —  a  very  broad  one    too,"    rejoined 

Crank  ;    "  I  wasn't  asked— what  d'ye  iliink  o' 

that — had  him  ilicre,  eh  1" 

Burton,  not  without  a  blush  for  his  inadvert- 
ence, and  many  apologies,  pressed  the  veteran  to 
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be  of  the  party,  and  begged  permission  to  send 

on?  oS'ihe  brig's  boats  ashore  for  him  and  his 

friends.: 

"  .Wdl,  well—you^e  other  fish  to  fry,  just 

'now,  Mn  Burton^''  said  the  veteran,  assuming 

as  mti<^h  tmportanoe  as  though  he  had  been 

Port^dmiral-—'^  When  you're  all  complete  and 

•  

a'taunto,  Fit  inspect  you.     But,  in  the  mean 

time,  we  shall  be  glad  to  see  you  whenever 

ashore — always  dine  at  four — ^Emily,  my  dear, 

an't  there  a  jiibilee-day  soon  ?  —  Aye,  to  be 

sure,  the  12th,  the  Prmce's  birth-d«y ! — If  he's 

better,    your    captain  must  make  one  at  the 

cottage." 

With  these,  and  similar  testimonials  of  kindly 
feeling,  the  old  man  dismissed  his  guest,  who 
betook  himself  to  the  beach,  where  the  boat, 
accotding  to  appointment,  awaited  him. 

It  would  not  be  easy  to  define  the  sensations 
with  which  Burton  looked  up,  from  time  to 
time,'  to  the  light  on  the  difi^,  now  growing 
fainter  and  fainter  as  the  boat  cut  her  whitening 
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vij  throng  die  T^uctant  waves,    impelled  to- 
wards shore  by  \he  {reskiening breeze.   The  Ught, 
be  perceived,  Viad  been  remoired    to  the    oriel 
vindow,  as  if  deugned  to  assist  him  in  reaching 
the  ship;  and  he  already  formed  a  flattering 
ooDJecture  as  to  "whom  he  was  indebted  for  this 
kind  pilotage,  from  the  drcumstance  of  the  light 
having  been  once  eclipsed  by  the  intervention 
of  a  female  f<Hin  ;    he,  it  may  be  coooeived, 
kioked  for  its  re-appearance  with  more  anxiety 
than  he  ever  experienced  in  taking  an  observa- 
dou  of  aoy  of  the  planets  for  nautical  purposes : 
and  vhen  the  bright  form  again  interposed,  he 
vas  poetical  enough  to  compare  its  appearance 
to  a  transit  of  Venu&— Had  he  been  suffered 
much  longer  to  continue  in  his  i^eeable  reverie, 
he  might  have,   perhaps,  adopted  8<xne  other 
capital  error  into  his  astiooomical  creed,  and 
identified  that   emblem  of  beauty    ^th    the 
female  who  then  engrossed   all  his  thoughts, 
instead  of  dossing  her  amongst  celestial  bodies. 
Poetry  and  planet  were,  however,  quickly  chased 
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by  tbedittonantdiallcBgeof  theKHDKiaitlKj 
apprcNiched  the  brig.— 

"  Bott,  ahoye  r 

«'  Holloa  r  cried  the  ooxsvam— 

*^  Coming  here  ?*'  said  the  wpntinri- 

**  Aye,  aye/' — replied  the  stiiiwian  of  the 
boat — 

**  Then  it's  the  lieutenant,^  cxchdmed  a  dap- 
per little  middy,  in  a  clear  counter-tenor  Toiee:,  as 
he  looked  out  through  one  of  the  porta. — **  Bear  a 
hand,  you  side-boys,  with  the  lights — d'yehear  ?^ 

These  orders  were  complied  with. — The  gig 
was  soon  alongside,  and  the  boat  hoisted  up  by 
the  watch  in  a  ^  twinkling.' 

Whilst  the  lieutenant  repairs  to  report  him- 
self to  the  captain  as  ^'  having  come  on  board/' 
it  may  be  proper  to  acquaint  the  reader  that  the 
fair  object  of  his  solicitude,  having  cautioned 
Tiller  not  to  remove  the  light  from  the  window 
for  a  few  minutes  longer,  had  consigned  her 
beautiful  person  to  be  disencumbered  of  ita 
attire  by  the  faithful  Abigail,  who,  in  such 
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shuOoDS,  often  found  her  orthodoxy  fail,  and 
*»  fain,  like  the  lieutenant,  to  confound  her 
Toung  mistress  with  celestial  beings.  Haring, 
with  a  complaisant  glance  or  two  at  herself, 
adjusted  the  lookiDg-gUsa,  then  the  tralette,  and 
lastlv,  the  dressing-case,  with  its  multi&iious 
adjoDcts  and  accessories  to  female  comfort  and 
luxury,  Abigtul  bade  Emily  good  night,  and 
left  her  to  enjoy  repose  as  happy  and  profound 
aa  that  ascribed  to  the  youth  Ludus  by  the 
poet. 

"  EajOT  Ite  hooey  hea*T  de«  of  itiimber ; 
Thoa  fcwl  oo  fignm,  do  fuitanci 
Which  buij  nrc  drs*i  in  the  bniu*  of  men  ; 
TlKrrlbi«  thon  ileep'it  w  muid-" 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


SHIFTING  A  BIRTH. 


Hovf  names,  mistaken  for  things,  mislead  tiie  uDderttancHiig ! 

Locke. 
Uptorn,  reluctant  from  the  oozy  cave, 
The  ponderous  anchor  rises  o'er  the  ware  j 
Along  the  slippery  masts  the  yards  ascend, 
And  high  in  air  the  canras  wings  extend. 

Falconbr. 


Notwithstanding  all  the  rules  laid  down, 
from  time  to  time,  by  Aristotle,  and  other  cri^ 
tical  writers  on  rules  of  composition,  to  prove 
the  necesiuty  of  preserving  the  unities  in  narra- 
tion ;  we  are  in  some  degree  absolved  from  the 
difficulties  under  which  the  dramatist  labours. 
Singular  as  it  may  appear,  no  precedent  can  be 
adduced  to  restrain  the  nautical  writer  from 
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pottpooiog  the  coD^deration  of  tlie  umities  of 
time  tod  place,  to  the  more  importAnt  con- 
fl<leradoQ  of  presenring  the  unities  of  time 
tnd  tidcj  which  the  stem  maVim  emphaticallj 
infonns  us,  "  wait  for  bo  man.'* — Critics  may 
carfl  in  Tiin  as  to  our  ng\it  to  exercise  this  dis- 
tretioD,  and  bring  a  broadside  from  LongiDUs 
to  bear  oq  our  •^beam*' — we  shall  receive  it 
whh  cheers ;  but  without  alteriog  our  course. — 
Nature,  not  rules  of  art,  must  be  our  compass ; 
common  sense  our  pilot. — Our  narrative  is  nau- 
tical, and  must,  therefore,  be  natural.— Time, 
tide,  and  tars,  we  must  take  as  they  are — nor 
would  it,  perhaps,  add  interest  to  the  details  of 
the  life  of  a  sailor,  that  the  two  former  were  less 
variable,  less  irreastible  in  their  influence,  or  the 
tar  himself,  less  the  sport  of  that  overruling  in- 
fluence.— Of  our  new-born  privileges,  as  novel 
writers^  not  writers  of  novels,  we  confess  oiu- 
selves  tenacious. — To  ordinary  criticism,  we  owe 
no  deference: — our  theme  is  above  it.  They 
and  ourselves  possess  hardly  one  principle  in 
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common  with  each  other. — ^Yet  are  these  and 
the  sketches  we  have  heretofore  represented, 
pictures  of  real  life ;  whose  resemblance,  how- 
ever liberally  they  may  have  been  acknowledged 
by  the  reading  public,  can  be  examined  criti- 
-cally  only  by  professional  men. — Let  professed 
criticism  exult  in  the  arbitrary  controul  it  has 
obtained  over  the  world  of  words ;  whicli,  with 
the  aid  of  art,  it  may  be  said  to  have  created. — 
Our  world  is  the  trackless,  illimitable  ocean: 
and  we  disdain  appeal  to  all  other  judges,  than 
denizens  of  the  world  of  waters. 

But  we  have  been  somehow  inadvertently 
borne  out  so  far  into  the  sea  of  criticism,  that 
we  had  nearly  forgotten  the  title  of  this  chap- 
ter, or  that  to  ^^  shift  a  birth"  conveniently, 
it  becomes  important  to  consult  the  tide. 

Had  the  inclination  of  Burton  been  con- 
sulted, Camperdown  Cottage,  which  now  en* 
grossed  all  his  thoughts,  would  have  been  vi9ited 
on  the  following  morning  much  earlier,  than  per- 
haps either  propriety,  or  the  rules  of  fashionable 
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eliqKtte  would  hsve 
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to 


ftdmg  OD  bis  pait,  im 

lO   CDCrOftCtl   OO   DIB  fl^lM  S 


the  plemnes 


nor  to  depciTe  fab  brodMr  officen 

of  the  Acre  hj  any  moaopoly  of 
lentljy  bowerer,  of  tkeae  cma- 
there  were  now  duties  to  be  per- 
OQ  faosnly  RC|aHni^  bis 


I    t    .1   .1    I ;  -  I 
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The  fliioll  cpmitiQrof  finedh  water  |*ucirf 
OQ  the  jnriam  aAemooB,  bad  detenniiied  the 
captam  to  reoMnre  tbe  S^i^ke  further  in  shoie; 
nod  though  itiU  Uboming  under  hmmeas,  he 
too  anxioHS  and  active  an  ofioer  not  to 
the  BMfV«aient  in  pecBon. 

The  cBoanatanoe  of  the  tide  not  aerfiaig  to 
adaut  of  die  brig  ^  facedcaig  gioond"  befiore 
the  naoal  boor  of  breakfast  on  boaid,  affixded 
Crank  another  opportunity  to  indulge  hu  vein 
in  criticising  aoase  of  tbe  preparations  dready 
aMde  afloat  for  this  erdntiao. 
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The  light  airs  which,  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  momiog,  had  been  flying  about  in  flaws, 
scarcely  rippling  the  surfiEu^e  of  the  sea;  and 
aometimes  only  discernible  by  the  varying  shade, 
here  and  there,  which  traversed  the  smooth 
bosom  of  the  bay,  or  altered  the  bright  green 
of  the  water  to  a  deeper  tinct;  now  acquired 
more  steadiness  and  strength  in  their  descent 
fiom  thcf 'towering  heights,  until,  from  thea  con- 
gregated f<nroe,  a  moderate  breeze  at  length 
^rung  up  from  the  land,  and  down  the  channel 
through  which  the  Spitfire  had  to  wind  her  way 
to  fresh  anchoring  ground. 
'  As  yety  all  was  tranquillity  on-  board.  The 
^nidshipmen  of  the  watch,  anid  semfaials,w^re  the 
only  persons  to  be  seen  on  deck,  with  the  ex- 
eisption  of  Burton,  who  was  mounted  on  one  of 
the  after  earronades,  in  order  to  rest  his  ghsson 
the  hammock  ndlty  aa  he  indulged  his  anxious 
curiosity,  and '  probed  every  wipndow  cf  the  oot- 
tag^^-^-^Oneindicatbn,  however^  though  the  only 
one,  of  a  mo/veraent  on^  boards  had  not  escaped 
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loined  {torn  the  work  Uble— ^'  Poor  Tab/'  &be 
exclaimed^  '^  jKMir  velvet  coat  wants  no  brudi. — 
How  can  they  be  so  cruel  ?''  she  contmued, 
approaching  her  unde,  as  if  to  ascertain  what 
was  going  on  aboard. 

'^  Why,  you  brace  of  simpletons,"  said  he, 
idthout  taking  his  eye  from  his  glass,  '^  do  you 
think  there's  no  cat  on  board  but  Grimalkin  ? — 
Come,  Thomas — the  bars  are  sUpped,  I  see. — 
Now  for  it — there's  turn  the  hands  up — ^here's 
the  boatswain  ? — aye,  there's  iojf  in — you^ll  have 
a  ireai  directly.*^ 

'*A  treaty  brother,  do  you  call  it?**  ex- 
claimed Mrs.  Craidc,  in  a  tone  iodieating  that 
fresh  &ar  had  been  awakened  by  the  last  ob- 
servation. 

^*  What  do  you  mean,  unde  ?^  asked  Emily, 
with  excited  curiosity— 

''  What  do  I  mean,  child  ?— Why,  thatyou'U 
ftfesently  have  your  ears  pierced  with  a  little 
man-o-war's  music — that's  all — the  chaps  in  the 
diains  ringing  out  like  sogers." 
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in  duiinSf  naturally  lead  one  to  infer  they  are 
inflicting  on  board  some  cruel  and  oppressive 
punishment!" 

"  Handsomely  ! — handsomely,  old  girl — take 
a  turn  there — a  severe  turn*  too  ;*"  said  Crank. — 
^^  D — n  it,  is  it  because  you  choose  to  be  stupid 
enough  not  to  understand  plain-sailing  English, 
that  you  must  take  it  into  your  head  they  are 
committing  murder  afloat? — But,  it's  a  true 
saying,  ^  there^s  no  teaching  old  dogs  to  dance ;' 
nor,^  continued  he,  anticipating  his  jest  with 
a  chuckle,  which  would  have  been  very  pro- 
perly reprehended  by  certain  wise-acres  in  St. 
Stephen's — **  nor  are  you  the^*^  old  woman  in 
Parliament  who  has  raised  a  false  alarm  and  a 
hubbub,  about  a  thing  that  never  can,  I  tell 
you  again,  be  dispensed  with." 

**  Upon  my  word,  uncle,^  said  Emily,  "  I 
confess,  that  though  you  don't  exactly  deal  in 
parables,  your  language  is,  at  least,  very  equi* 

*  Nautical  for  a  secure  turn. 
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vDcaL — Now,  do  alTord  us  some  expIanattoQ — 
vliat  arc  they  about  ?" 

"  What  ?— Why,  about  to  shift  their  bob,  to 
be  rore,"  replied  Crank,  -with  a  self-satisfied 
ain|>Ucity,  which  was  the  result  of  his  convic- 
lion,  that  this  curt  explanation  was  perfectly 
explicit. — "  I  just  want  to  gee,  my  dear,  how 
loDg  iheyll  be  weighing — therefore  take  my 
watch, —  ril  look  out,  and  give  you  the  word : — 
tor  it's  fair,  you  know,  to  count  time  the  moment 
they  begin  to  heave  round  at  the  capslau. — I 
know,  in  the  old  Grampus,  I  didn't  allow  mon: 
th*n  an  hour  and  a  half  to  heave  in  a  whole 
cable,— caf,  and  Jish  the  anchor,  and  have  her 
under  every  thing,*  low-and-aloft,  close-hauled, 
in  a  moderate  breeze." 

Ax  to  the  nautical  information  likely  to  be 
derived  by  his  female  auditors,  from  thi;  stub- 
bom  reiteration  of  the  terms  'cat,  and  fish,' 
without  any  attempt  at  explanation ;  the  veteran 
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might  as  well  have  amused  them  by  an  alluaon 
to  the  old  pot-house  sign  of  the  ^^  Cat-and-the- 
fiddle;*'  the  solution  of  whose  myi^terious, 
though  humorous  connection,  seems,  to  some 
antiquarians,  to  lie  deeper  beneath  the  rubbish 
of  ages,  than  any  anteudiluvian  reh'c  yet  dis- 
covered by  Professor  Bucidand,  in  the  geolo- 
gical strata. — The  ladies,  however,  had  some 
reason  to  suspect,  from  tlie  knowledge  of  Crank's 
general  character,  that  he  could  not  derive 
pleasure  from  a  fellow  creature's  anguish ;  and 
that  their  alarm  might  be  groundless.  And  as 
he  was  garrulously  disposed,  he  soon  gave  Emily 
reason  to  believe,  she  was  more  likely  to  be  gra> 
tified  by  the  nearer  neighbourhood  of  an  indi- 
vidual in  whom  she  already  began  to  feel  con- 
siderably interested ;  than  to  have  her  feelings 
shocked  by  any  unseemly  parade  of  punidi* 
ment. 

As  Grank  had  anticipated,  the  crew  of  the 
brig  had  already  been  summoned  to  their  sta- 
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summons  or  soh^  subsided  in  a  very  few 
seconds.  The  ^  capstan  was  manned*  in  a 
moment  by  above  fifty  of  the  crew.  The  active 
but  orderly  mass  included  in  this  powerful  piece 
of  machinery,  remained  mute  and  motionless  as 
they  leaned  their  broad  breasts  at  the  bars,  every 
eye  anxiously  awaiting  the  waive  of  the  band 
that  was  to  set  all  in  motion  :  for  in  signifying 
his  commands,  Staunch,  like  other  monarchs,* 
preferred  adopting  the  ^  sign  manual  ^  to  the 
more  vulgar  mode  of  verbal  communication, 
and  his  crew  equally  understood  his  orders  by 
waive  of  hand,  or  by  word  of  mouth. 

The  silence  which  pervaded  the  brig  (for  not 


*  An  anecdote  is  told  of  a  captain  in  the  aeirice,  since 
dead,  that  whilst  carrying  out  a  British  ambassador  to  his  sta- 
tion abroad,  a  quarrel  arose  on  the  subject  of  precedency. 
High  words  were  exchanged  between  them  on  the  quarter^ 
deck,  when,  at  length,  the  ambassador  thinking  to  silence  the 
captain,  exclaimed,  *'  RecoUect,  Sir,  /  am  the  representatiTe 
of  His  Majesty !"  "  Then,  Sir,"  retorted  the  captain,  "  re- 
collect that  here  /am  more  than  majesty  itself.  Can  the  King 
teite  a  felkw  up  and  give  him  three  dozen  T*  Further  argu* 
ment  was  useless— 'the  Diplomatbt  struck. 


seameii '  marking  their  quibtc-m^ifitiii^^tep  to 
ttie  m^tfuoui  iii^tans  of  a  wooHy^K^ed  AfiHcan 
c^f-g6t^  8cra|)efj  who;  as  occarion  reqnmd, 
catet^  for  the  carnal  appeUtes  of  the  crew 
below  m  the  galley  as  cook's-mate,  or  restraoned 
thehr  brute  force,  like  Orpheus  of  old,  hf  mea- 
sured modulation. 

In  consequence  of  the  steady  step  preserved 
by  the  men  at  the  capstan  in  their  cireamamblila- 
tory  march,  the  cable  was  not  only  bbve  in  wMi 
gteat  cekiity,  but  with  an  equaUe  modoB'ifatit 
permitted  the  people  below  Idsordy  to  bend 
and  coil  it  away,  without  any  of  those  interHip- 
tions  or  stoppages  at  the  capstan,  comrooit  on 
such  occasions  to  most  ships  in  the  serliM. 
A  few  minutes  served  to  bring  the  br%'flNU|r 
enough  to  her  anchor  to  rendet  it  aeMitarf^die 
circumstance  should  be  announced  by  Bmhm^ 
who  exclaimed — 
^  Hwe  shorty  Sir."  =  -  - 

At  a  single  waive  ci  (he  captaiB*s  hited^^llie 
capstan  ceased  to  move,  and  was  quickiy' pMled 
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artifice  which  was  as  often  diecked  by  the  two 
lieutenants  exclaiming,  in  a  subdued  tone — 

**  Keep  down,  men  I — down — no  stealing  !** 

At  the  word — 

"  Wa^  ahfi  r 
a  scene  of  anxious  and  emulous  alacrity  ensued 
in  the  rapid  flight  of  the  men  up  the  riggings 
which,  to  the  unpractised  eye  of  Emily,  mei^ged 
into  the  most  orderly  and  compact  position  of 
the  tars,  as  they  remained  momentarily  grouped 
about  the  bunts  and  quarters  of  the  lower  and 
loftier  yards.     The  order  to 

•*  Trace  up — lie  out^ 
followed,  which,  accompanied  by  two  short 
chirps  of  the  boatswain *s  whistle,  agiun  set  in 
motion  the  active  limbs  of  the  ^  loosers/  At 
the  word  ^  trace  up,'  the  studding-sail4xxHns, 
already  disengaged  from  the  iron  clamps  in 
which  they  were  wont  to  rest,  were  now  lifted 
by  lines  affixed  to  their  inner  ends.  Thus  sus- 
pended, they  formed  acute  iemgles  with  their 
respective  spars,  and  aflbrded  to  the  emulous 
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gniBp»  diiverhig>  .in  the  wind,  at  ^their^  ibeets  * 
were,  brau^t  home,  or  extendi  to  fhe^  oatdf 
extiemities  of  the  yards.  The  Moosers*  w«re  now 
seen  flying  in  from  the  spars  in  every  directioA» 
— Their  deeoent  had  hardly  been  effected  oil 
deck,  by  running  down  the  ratlines  of  the  r%# 
gings,  with  a  d^ee  of  velocity,  almost  super-v 
human — for,  on  board  this  ship  tbey  wn«  not 
permitted  to  slide  down  the  backstays,  or  <fia* 
play  any  unnecessary  agility  at  the  expense  of 
their  clothing, — when  Staunch  ^song  out^-^ 

"  Man  the  taupsle  haliarda.**  "f* 

Led  through  leading  blocks  on  both  sidM 
of  the  deck,  the  haliards  were  imraediatdy 
grappled  by  the  many*handed  mass^  who  had 
so  disposed  themselves  as  to  ensure  a  ftee  mad 


*  It  maytieliere  necessary  to  observe,  that  the  theeii^ 
are  onivers^Uy  mistaken  hy  **  English  Bards"  anderoi  ^'flMdl 
Reviewers,**  and  their  Headers,  for  the  sails  themsdves,  are  no 
other  than  the  ropes  employed  to  ettend  the  c!iM9S>  or  Idwer 
corners,  of  the  sails  lo  which  they  an  attached. 

t  Tackles,  hy  which  the  topsails  are  to  be  hoisted  or  U)w* 
ered«  when  the  sails  are  to  be  extended  or  reduced « 
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respective  spars:  the  combined  effect  of  the 
whole,  presenting  to  the  astonished  eye  of  Emily 
a  sudden  and  imposbg  metamorphosis.  In- 
deed  the  old  gentleman  himself  seemed  to  par- 
ticipate in  his  niece's  surprise,  and  more  than 
once  he  was  observed  to  rub  his  eyes,  as  if  he 
suspected  himself  under  the  influence  of  some 
optical  illusion. 

"  Which  way  shall  we  cast,  Mr.  Stowel  ?" 
said  the  captain,  addressing  the  master,  who  had 
just  returned  from  the  forecastle. 

«  To  port,  Sir—'' 

*^Man  the  starboard  headrhraces^  and  larboard 
after,''*  cried  the  commander,  in  an  audible 
tone — 

^^  Overhaul  the  lee-lower-lifts  and  trusses — 
Brace  up.** 

The  head  yards  were  now  backed  against  the 
breeze,  whilst  those  on  the  main-mast  were 
obliquely  braced  in  the  oppoate  direction.* 

*  This  evolution  is  practised  with  a  view  to  impel  the  ship** 
head  in  the  desired  direction,  as  soon  as  the  anchor  breaks 
loose  from  the  g^und. 
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napping  in  the  wind,  and  foUowing'  t 
goUal  line  of  rope  on  which  it  travds  in  itc 
aloft,  the  jib  flew  to  the  foretopmast-head;  wUlil 
a  few  hands  on  the  forecastle  quickly  ^  gadieved 
aft*  its  shaking  sheet,  and  the  canvas,  ceaaiiig  to 
flutter,  boldly  bellied  to  the  breese. 

The  practice  common  in  the  service  of  an- 
noandng  to  the  men  labouring  at  the  caprtan 
when  the  anchor  breaks  upon  the  eye,  or  loona 
through  the  dazzling  deep,  as  it  slowly  rises  to 
the  surface,  had  always  been  deemed  unneces* 
sary  by  Staunch,  and  the  old  form  of  exclama* 
tions  —  "  Heave-and-insighty^  and,  **  HtCBoe- 
and-a-wash^ — ^were  in  the  SpUfire  invariably 
dispensed  with — a  departure  from  old  preoed^it, 
which,  perhaps,  will  be  the  less  regretted  by  all 
disciplinarians,  as  they  must  have  often  observed 
these  technical  intimations  were  resorted  to  by 
boisterous  boatswains,  as  often  to  exercise  their 
lungs  as  to  cheer  die  people  at  the  capstan.-^ 

LfOoking  down  on  the  water,  as  he  stood  on 
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the  Wsprit,  Villi  liis  breast  leitiiiii^  cfwer  the 
■HMope,  Bartoa  had  now  p  by   a   teleg[rmpbk 
Micneiit  of  his  left  band,  mulel j  annouaced 
AiiDdioratthebows.     Tbeoperaiiooof  i^ipun 
|Mfai|  the  capstan  and  unEluppiiig  the  ban, 
yn^mw  quicUy  repeated — 

""  Att  hooked  with  the  au;' 
cried  BintoD,  with  seeming  ezuhaCioD,  wfaicb, 
tiovvTer  suited  to  tbeioccasioD,  would  doablle» 
lunre  impressed  (had  he  been  present)  a  certain 
ex-seDator,  whose  attentioD  had  been  so  fail- 
maaely  directed  to  the  protectioa  of  quadrupeds, 
with  a  Tery  un&Tourable  opinion  of  the  lieu- 
tenant's humanity.— 

The  cat  had  already  heen  seised  by  the  crew, 
—the  fall  taughtened — the  ^  messoiger*  surged 
—the  cable  'stuck-out'  and  stoppered,  when,  as 
if  cheered  by  the  feline  allusion  which  followed, 
of— 

<<  Hmd  away  Ae  cai^'' 
the  tars  ran  the  ring  of  the  anchor  up  to  the 
csi-head  in  a  twiadding* 
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«<  AH  ha^ed  with  ihefis\'' 
cried  Burton, — ^an  intimation  altogether  uncon- 
nected with  the  fate  of  the  finny  tribe — the  fish 
here  meant  being  a  hook,  employed  to  raise  the 
anchor-fluke  on  the  gunwhale. — ^At  a  waive  of 
Staunch's  hand,  the  seamen,  who  had  akeady 
hold  of  the  fish-fall,  cheerily  applied  their 
united  force  to  the  rope,  and,  with  a  run  aft, 
as  fast  as  foot  could  fail,  they  succeeded  in 
bringing  the  ponderous  anchor  to  its  resting- 
place. 

A  pilot,  in  a  punt,  had  now  pulled  along-side, 
and  as  neither  the  captain  nor  the  master  had 
acquired  any  acquaintance  with  the  locality  of 
the  port,  save  that  which  the  ^  sailing  directions^ 
on  the  chart  had  afforded,  the  services  of  the 
pilot  were  readily  accepted. 

^'  We  intend  casting  to  port,^'  said  Staunch, 
addressing  the  pilot,  who,  as  he  came  up  the 
side,  doffed  his  hat,  and  made  his  awkward 
obeisance  to  the  Eang's  quarter-deck-* 

Ees,  zure,  Zur,*'  answered  the  pilot,  in  a 


i< 
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folds  of  the  courses  fell  fluttering  in  the  wind ; 
whilst  their  tacks  w^re  brought  on  board,  or 
drawn  down  to  the  deck,  and  their  sheets '  roused 
aft'  with  the  rapidity  of  thought. 

The  bowlines  had  been  hauled — the  weather- 
braces  <set  taught,'  and  every  *  cloth'  in  the 
brig  now  trimmed  to  the  breeze,  when,  grace- 
fully yielding  to  the  pressure  of  her  canvas,  she 
darted  through  the  water  like  a  dolphin  in  pi^r- 
suit  of  prey. 

^^ Bless  the  craft!"  said  the  pilot,  looking 
over  the  side  with  astonishment — **  why  she 
walks  like  a  witch.^' 

"  Walk !"  said  Hasty — **  wait  till  you  see 
how  she  works. — Why,  man !  she  shoots  like  a 
star  of  a  frosty  night." 

^^  Silence  ! — ^not  a  word  fore-and-aft,"  cried 
Staunch,  in  a  tone  which  was  intended  to  spare 
him  the  necessity  of  conveying,  in  more  direct 
terms,  a  personal  censure — for  though  Staunch, 
^  off  duty,^  was  always  affable  with  his  oiBcers, 
yet '  on  service^*  he  was  too  critical  a  discipli- 
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the  sails  abaft  as  rapidly  altered  from  a  full  to  a 
fluttering  condition,  the  word, 

^<  Raise  tacks  and  sheets" 
was  ^ven. — In  oompliaiice  with  this  order,  pre- 
paratory to  swuiging  and  bracing  round  the 
head  yards,  the  clues,  or  lower  comers  of  the 
courses,  were  partially  raised  above  the  deck.-^ 

'' Haul  weU  taut," 
cried  Staunch,  giving  the  wanted  precautionary 
word. — The  brig  had  now  brought  the  wind 
nearly  a-head,  or  rather  a  little  on  the  weather 
bow.  The  captain,  who  was  as  well  aware  of 
the  importance  of  securing  'a  good  string* 
as  any  of  our  fashionable  amateurs^  who  delight 
in  witnessing  the  final  expiatory  evolutions  of 
^  Old  Bailey  ^  performers  on  the  tight  rope, 
vociferated,  as  he  observed  the  wind  catching 
the  weather  leeches  of  the  sails  abaft — 

**  Main-sail^  haul,'** 

l^he  yards  on  the  main-mast  flew  simultane- 
ously round  with  a  violent  swing,  accompanied 
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bfmaMm 


cfuh,  I 


Dcd  bj 


clue  of  the  1 
villi  the  riggii^  :*  «lulst  tg^tning  tbeir  fonaer 
posdoii,  the  tacks  sad  sbeete  were  trimined  in  a 
trice.  The  brig's  bead  feU  off  ban  tltfwiod  in 
a  different  directka  htm  that  Id  vhidi  it  lad 
previousl;  pointed  on  the  oppnme  lack;  aiil 
the  after  sails  a^in  filling  to  the  bieeit  the 
csptAio  exclaimed — 

"  Forc4ade~fi)n!-6oKBm--<>f-allAaaL'' 
The  head  yards  were  now  braced  muiid,  and 
every  thing  trimmed  fore-aod-ait,  wben  the 
brig,  bending,  like  a  willow,  to  the  breexe, 
qoickljr  gatbend  wa)r>  aad  ^aio  ^tded  through 
the  water  with  her  lormer  rapidity. 

Fran  the  TclocttT  with  which  the  Spi^rt 
was  flying  thnngfa  the  water,  it  ouy  be  easily 


Iff  nircati*  ulrtit  dl  Itinliai  i.  «^  m 
Uaiimr^  "   (for  ve  Imc  Kca  an 


At  limt,  tnAemroatwt,  at  die  ei 
■dfpd  IB  tbc  an  of  "  trnttmiittg 
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conceived  tbat^  in  woriLing  up  a  narniir  channel, 
diort  iadcs  were  the  order  of  the  day. 

Ab  the  Teseel  neared  the  steep,  on  which  etood 
Camperdown  Cottage,  the  seamen's  eyeawieK 
turned  involuntarily  to  this  spot,  so  enrincnliy 
£ivoured  by  nature. — The  whole  shore.was  noilr 
minutely  developed. — Every  object,  animate  or 
inanimate  around,  awakened  in  the  mind  a  fedU 
ingof  tranquil  pleasure  in  contempkting  this 
beautiful  scene  in  all  its  placid  reposar-^The 
deep  verdure  was  relieved  by  the  bright  fleocas 
of  the  sheep  and  lambs,  which  were  graadng  oil 
the  grassy  heights;  whilst  groups  of  goats, 
ambitious  of  danger,  were  seen  securely  bruwaiug 
on  the  giddy  face  of  the  precipice,  which  over- 
hung the  dark  rocks  beneath, — Here  and  there 
a  cottage  dimly  developed  its  modest  oudiiie 
from  beneath  a  sheltering  oak ;  or  some  tall  grey 
spire  pointed  out  the  rural  retreats  of  the  living, 
or  solemn  sanctuaries  of  the  dead. — The  peopled 
air  above  harmonized  with  the  stillness  of  the 
scene  below,  and  the  wild  wing  of  the  aea-mcw 
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as  dose  m  joa  ISke,^  olwmed  StaoBch  to  the 
piloL 

Bt  name  anacDoaiitafale  Mcidfiit  the  Tetcnn's 
ctAoan  Mt  the  ^oamge  were  omitted  to  be  lianiBd 
at  the  usual  hour  of  eight.  Cnnk  now  per- 
ceifiiig  the  omisBon,  in  a  hurried  uiaimw 
directed  his  iSKtotum  to  hoist  then.  lo  a  ftv 
momeots  an  enormous  St  George^s  ensign  vas 
seen  graoef uH j  waving  in  the  wind,  as  if  wd- 
coming  the  ship's  approach  to  the  hmd. 

In  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  cap- 
tain,  the  vessel  was  observed  to  stand  in,  still 
shoaling  her  water. 

*^ By'the-harJUtee-rep  four^*  now  cried  the 
tars  together,  producing  no  unpleasing  hanncmj 
from  the  circumstance  of  the '  weather  leadsman' 
accidentally  taking  a  musical  third  above  his 
companion  to  leeward. 

"  There  /"  exultingly  cried  Crank  to  his  sister- 
in-law — "  there,  didn't  /  tell  you  we'd  soon  have 
the  chaps  in  the  chains  singing  out  like  sogers  ?** 

The  brig  was  now  tacked  close  under  the 
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CHAPTER  IX. 
^^TRERISG    THE   Wli^Y 


*/fa.rt.«>ur  politic'  «>  "^!!,^e 

'■  oU  enocig^b; 


I>«i»«^' 


<>.     iaoperadoa   <*t   "»» 
^  Vthe  boats  are,  io  g^ 
OW  of  filling  tl»« 


V 


found  stroUuig 


*j  the  time  »n  t* 
tbeir 


of  the 

ral,  sufficieni  for  the 

^p  pebbles  rcnvUite 


It  was  so  to 


occ^q>i«<>   a»   ^ 


vol..    i< 


SJbingy  wtA  m  wftmbBt  ■  the  Mud,  for  a 


"trtf 


«Mliil^  jB^ 


at  a 
froBK  the  ptftTy  a  coaple  cf  tan  Ivd 
lnBKive%  at  their  caK,  oa  the  gicy 
of  the  beach.  As  they  k^,  vith  thck 
ad  ganag  KrtWwly  on  the 
iiMihiail,  ther  had  aot  nocioed 
ct  a  stnuger,  whose  hasty  step 
vonld  seen  to  indicate  he  had 
tisefli  of  Bf>  mmn  iaqnrtaiioe.  He 
.  faoll-iKckcd,  square-bunt 
Skil  tanch  suScieDtlT  well  dad  to 
kr  w»  a  ana  of  substance.     His 

_  aad  coumoB- 
dK  VhaM  fwotuberaBce  of  Ae 
|amed  Bp6»  ertsbKAcd 
sa  an  nnpandlded  ahaie 
Hii  keao-y  ddl  fanywBi  were  ooo- 
«^  u  Si  axwa;  and  the  fixgdapss  of  his 
^^  sn^cated  an  hshimsl  obstinacy 

For  want  of  a  ooni* 


toBr.with.'hia.fbB))/  aloog  tbe  coast  in  his  own 
ttttntgSiOai  «iUi  his  own  cattle,  to  save  charges 
of  pofit^erand  were  deetined  to  fixm  the 
ground-work  next  sesskHi  <^  an  expcsititHi,  in 
his  plane  at  Si.  Stephen's  Chapel,  WeatminBter, 
oC-the  causes  of  the  dry  rot  in  Uis  Majesty's 
9avy. 

The  diffusireoess  of  his  style  might,  perhaps, 
beobjected  to  by  common  critics;  but  it  was 
bis  peculiar  felicity,  in  every  speech,  to  fidlow 
the  example  ot  that  iUustrious  essayist  of  the 
middle  ages,  so  admired  for  his  searching  saga- 
uty,  who  having  copiously  written  an  essay — 
de  omnibm  rebut — sapiently  added  a  chapter, 
de  qiabutdtaa  aliis. 

In  the  light  playfulness  of  his  fancy,  this 
ornament  of  our  senate  introduced  a  figurative 
-allusion  to  the  effects  of  the  dry  rot  in  thinning 
the  nnks  of  that  opposition  with  which  be 
voted- — By  way  of  reven^ng  himself  fw  qiany 
an  indignant  lash  of  a  gTMt  Wfitoiiad.  lion's 
tail  IB  that  houu;*  whon  p"— »nTi)  fiat.'  aume- 
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wflgmAaAi  ^ami-haftfOj  A^ra-m^tm  u^ 
■hililj  wit  MiMraiM  fa  t*iMcifile^  wbkfa  k 

Uf^«^ii«4^rM  rital  Did  u«|wii«  ftiena. 
^M  ^iA  of  tbe  allnaoa  coaabted  in  pnaertjag 
llWMM»i*gy  «(  tile  %ine,  nd  dcfilanif  tbit 


n  mr,  bat  nd  bAn 
•f  lileaMMcd  i>  tone  et  Ihe  Bain  tiobcn  of 

OMn^HiDS  'to  ftCBontRd)  wm  tbe  KobBMed 
wight  who  now  bore  down  on  two  of  the  most 
unsuspecting  spirits  in  ihe  **flerTioe."  Ax  be 
neva  baulked  at  any  ibingi  be  aannned  a  fkmi. 
hMiitj  of  manner  and  tone,  whidi  hi  ■prtstmed 
wuald  conciliate  favour,  or  hdl  sih^ciDi) ;  ttd 
artfully  opened  his  parliamentary  tnquirira  as 
follaws. 
•*  Weel— vMaanntes— hot  inrnxbter^-f^ 
'« Wliy,  jt*^" wd  the  jrouiijjtt'fcu'  ttf'  the  two, 
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Ybu^  tBa  UK  tar. 


^  vait  to 
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to  H]r  cfOBu  to  cb  Might  is 
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Pm  ndt  ibasiig  yon  at  aB, 
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the 
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J»«3»«*W#»i.!W44liJ!!iOT'**l>r»'»: 

*ata(M  ««»(!*«■»»,«««»>»  *»'»  *»<^ 

qOVD)   or  Dita  ,  .   ,      .        . 

Wp»»  I**  4fll>^V  •'t«B**«  MHa  1^  to  «». 
pptber."  and  the  vmtor,  qnrtiBg  ■.misenUa 
iW'::^tl>t>(V.V%l'm<^  pUumaii:  and,  ;e 

QBlffff  %^wker  in  hu  lentaue— "  I  aes  tiof 
^jnVf^i  V^  what'*  mora,— I'm  cun'd  i£ 
(,Vfipl|^'f  jpatre  a  bettor  figure-head  out  of  a 

*■  pka  cqaoj  bpt  I  awpec  y»  accwptaUon 

*,  j||^|w«W)tiill  wrtg  be  »»  aaitUPBl,  vonmieeoii 
llillilHnrfiTTTTr*i*— — fJ-Cyi  be  wiH  doabdeta  «ab«thiite 
^nl^^an  tm^b^icnMiotjIUam,  iridch  his  criUrd  re- 
•!|B#»"Kl!|iM*W*"«W*    Bodi4,tofcAtlwMBoT^ 
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M  fcegitr  lieeds  k  scffra  defferent  lirae  tsAm 
for  yoQ  miiBt  ken,  that  my  BOtkMiof  a^feegur 
heedy  is  the  Jieed  that  taks  the  trooble  to  sefi 
the.  publks  accooots,  an'  expose  the  corrupt 
practices  o'  the  folk  in  pooer." 

The  animatad  tone  in  which  this  piece  of 
radical  cant  was  ddivered,  was  completely  lost 
upon  Jack. — Indeed,  the  orator  might  as  well 
have  whistled  to  the  wind,  as  have  tried,  in  this 
vein,  to  engage  either  the  attention  of  the  slum- 
bering tar,  or  appeal  to  the  passions  of  his 
talkative  companion.  The  conversation  had 
ceased  for  a  moment ;  when  the  sailor,  who  had 
carried  on  the  colloquy  stretched  supinely  on 
his  back,  now  turned  suddenly  round  on  his 
elbow,  and  sternly  fixing  hb  eyes  on  the  legis- 
lator, exclaimed — 

*'*'  Here^  face  you,  as  Greoffiry  did  the  cat — 
come,  tdl  truth,  and  shame  the  devU  ?-^ Are  you 
a  regular  built  'missioner,  or  only  a  marchant's 
man-hunter. — ^^Kase^  if  so  be  youVeno  more  nor 


ifunhcxnicnK-wiLsr.  VJf 

a  ciimp,  you'd  better  brace-up  and  haul  aft 
afore  tlie  ofEcer  ooDics  across  your  hawge — but 
i*y  jou're  ^Joumeytjum  parson^  and  I'll  souse 
you  Id  the  eurf ;  and  trace  you  up  on  a  tree  to 
dry,  like  a  swab  in  the  sun," 

'*  That's  no  tlie  speech  of  a  seaman,  nor  is't 
becomin'  in  a  man-u'war's-nian's  mooth,"  said 
the  Scotchman,  radier  ruffled  at  his  rude  re- 
ception. 

"  What  do  ifou  know  con^arning  man-o-war's- 
men,  you  Highland  lubber?"  said  Jones,  wlw 
had  hitherto  slumbered  in  valence,  but  whose 
seDubility  was  now  roused  by  tiie  scnator'K 
rebuke. — "  Did  you  ever  sarve  as  a  Jack-i'-the- 
dust  in  a  guard  ship  ?"  added  the  tar,  in  a  nneer- 

"No,  my  man,  but  I  ken  mare  of  king's 
sheps,  and  a'  Ute  pratty  pranks  that's  played 
aboard  'em,  than  ye  perhaps  thcnk.  —  I'm  a 
tailor's  freend,  and  ha'  proven  it." 

"  You've  a  d-d  rum  way  o'  shewing  it, 
I  3 
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tiiea;*'  said  "die^jfoanger  tar,  ^idi  rmnmig  dawn 
the  BttTviog  after  that  sort  o'  faabioii.^ 

4 

^*  I  rhi  U  Aoan  ? — You  mistak*,  my  man — 
aallors  are  mare  ijodetted  to  me  than  they 
tbenk. — ^Whenever  IVe  seen,  as  aften  I  have, 
afi  enclination  to  trample  them,  or  their  rights, 
underfoot,  Vve  stood  your  sooporter,  and  aways 
spoke  up  for  you  P  th'  Hoose." 

•«  Well,  Bill !  I'm  blowed  if  I  knows  what 
house  he  means,^  said  the  elder  tar,  who  now 
evinced  an  anxiety  to  take  up  the  cudgels,  and 
give  his  companion  a  spell  of  repose,—*^  be* 
kase,"  added  he,  <^  a  fellow  might  as  well  tread 
on  a  snake  at  once,  as  try  to  trample  on  any  o* 
the  Spitfires^  either  at  the  Nelson^s  Head,  at 
North  Comer,*  or  the  Two  Jolly  Tars  at  the 
back  o'  the  Pint/'f 

**  Why,  ye  booby,  do  ye  thenk  the  hoose  I 
mean,  is  a  public,  or  mere  pot-hbose? — Fm 
spaaking  anent  that  assembly  that   awght  to 

*  At  Plymouth. 

t  Portsmouth  Point— the  Wappiog  district  at  that  port. 


defend,  oa  a'  onrawiaras  your  Dj^ts  and  preT- 
leq^  and  gEsot  to  tb^  nat'raly  ^nd,  gpr  me 
leme.  to  jbj.  Ilia  cxmatitutHmal  foioe.  of  the 
higfUjp  (fix  I  mean  moIokb),  ita  eoaatant  jso- 
taciioii." 

*^  Come^  cyM*^  belny  ereiy  indi  o'  tfaat^''  aajd 
Jooea»  in  a  jocular  tone — ^^  you're  not  aFgoing 
to  palaver  ub  about  your  protectioDs — many's 
the  man  we've  seen  pressed  in  ipite  of  hia  pro- 
to«m»— havn't  we,  BiUT' 

^I  believe  you,  my  bo/*  replied  his  oom- 
panioD.  **I've  seed,  afore  now,  a  hot-piess  on 
the  livifiry  break  through  a  protection,  better 
backed,  aye,  nor  ever  was  a  battle  ship's  anchor. 
— ^Why,  Fve  seed  the  day  that  a  fellow  ooudn^t 
save  his  baoon,  even  with  a  Trinity  House  pro- 
tection in  his  pocket.^ 

^  Wdl,"  said  Jones,  <<  if  men  are  d^  in 
stays*  in  coming  fcur'ard  to  enter,  what  dse  have 
you  for  it  ? — Meo-o -war  must  be  manned,  to 
meet  the  enemy,  and  protect  your  trade.^ 

•  Slow. 
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"Noo,  to  flfwak  without  reserve,'*  said  the 
prying  isquifiijkv,  imagining  Jones  was  mcH-e 
disposed  to  be  rational  than  liis  blunt,  honest 
companion — ■"  wur  ye  aways  o'  that  mind. 
Sir?" 

"  No — 'kase  if  I  bad,  and  Icnown  as  much  as 
I  do  now,  I'd  a  hoK  up  at  once  for  the  bounty. 
-^But  you  see,"  added  the  taunting  tar,  throw- 
ing a  sly  kxik  at  the  senator, — "  there's  always 
fellows  enough,  both  ashore  and  afloat,  to  make 
«  man  discontented  with  his  birth ;  and  make 
him  believe,  '  whither  or  no  Tom  Collins'* — - 
aye,  by  George,  in  ^ite  of  his  sight,  and  senses, 
that  a  king's  ship  is  never  no  better  nor  a  reglar- 
built  hell  afloat." 

"  But,   my  freend,"  said   the  stranger,  who 
now  perceived  there  was  little  chance  to  storm,    ■ 
though  be  might  succeed,  perhaps,  in  sapping, 
the  booest  sailor's  prejudices  in  favour  of  his 
profes»on,  "ye  wunna  deny  that  seamen  have 


*  "Whither  or  no,  Tom  CoIUdi,"  i 
Milan,  djiufyliig,  irbether  f«a  will  or  n 


to  pit  np  wHfa  8  graftt  cka!  o'  ftarannical  conduc 
n*  cU  tnage  dnard  kiog^!^  sbep^-^fer  my  ain 
pert,  I  oomeeder  yoa^re  a*  ^rem  leetle  better  off 
fliaii  the  Macks  of  Afiic&'' 

'<  See  here,  shipmate  !  it  would  take  a  fellow 
far  farther  north  nor  yourself,  to  persuade  the 
captain's  black  steward  that  Ai»  was  the  worst 
Urth  in  the  barky. — ^And  as  for  ill  usage  aboard 
o'  men-</-war — ^why-^let  eveiy  one  speak  as 
they  find  ''em — not  that  I  take  it  ymi  know 
mudi  o*  the  matter — ^*kase  I  reckon,  by  that  ere 
roll  o*  paper  under  your  lee-fin,  youVe  sarved 
more  time  behind  the  counter,  nor  ever  you  did 
before  the  mast — " 

»« Weel,  but  as  we  say  in  the  Heelands,  let 
that  flee  stick  i'  th'  wa,  an4  confass,  es  there 
no  a  deal  o'  crudty  and  tarranny  aboard  kingV 
sheps?" 

**  Well !  dammef'  said  Jones,  emphatically, 
'*  but  now  I  think  you're  a  reg'lar-built  'mis- 
sioner,  in  earnest— what  say  yot/,  Bill  ?" 

"Well,  so  I  said,  just  now,"  returned  the 
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otfl^K-^**  hut  tb^f  again,  on  t'other  tack — you 
9M  he  doom't  ^lort  a  black  suit  o'  rigging." 

.^To  fit  -m  end  to  your  doots,*'  ^aid  the 
Sootchmaiiy  ^^jou^H  ju«t  plaice  to  ob«arve»  that 
FTt  00  dugue^ie  aboot  m»rrrVm  a  freend  to  the 
aernqe^ancifU&parteeidary  to  seamen — Vye  stood 
up  Ant  them  i'  the  Hoose-r-'^ 

*^  Tb&re  he  goes  again/^  interrupted  Jones. 

*^  Aye,^  I  repeat,  ^*  io  the  Hoose,  against  their 
am  officers,  and  the  Lairds  o'  th'  Admiralty.— 
I've  endeevoured  to  put  doon  the  sestum  of  im- 
pressment, and  to  anneehelate  that  tarrannical 
meelitary  practice  of  corporal  punishment.'^ 

<*  What  military  practice  ?*^  indignantly  ejacu- 
lated the  younger  tar — ^*  What,  d'ye  want  to 
come  the  lobster  over  us,  as  well  as  the  lubber  ? 
— ^Who  ever  heard  of  a  corporal  handling  the 
cat— -the  sergeant,  to  be  sure,  when  there's 
never  no  master-a'tarms  aboard,  in  course,  tal- 
lies the  score — ^but,  damn  it,  man,  iCs  the 
boson*s  mate  as  sarves-out  the  slops — " 

"  Weel,  weel— it's  mdefierent  to  me  wha  in- 


ho^  hMtAy  jvV  tMtttdf  aod 
uiMllj    y»»»  4w  vftfOp   pMoUhcdl   by 
oflieeii^  wd  hM  doiel  j  md  iiiita-> 
y^m  -ciuOmeA  -to  ^feer  tbeps. — ^Noo  et 
that  the  pifat  of  a  freend,  or  do?*' 

Wtem  JiMi  iBteimpCed  tbe  rtfij  which  was 
iMdy  <o  alvt  ftooi  his  shtpmate's  lips,  nd,  in 
a  nMGtfiitary  toDa^  aooosted  him — 

^  Yow  see  the  gemman  spealu  fSdr  enough, 
allar  sILf— Hetmly  wants  us  to  lean  a  little  over 
to  his  side  I  land  why  not.  Bill !  if  the  gemman 
1U  aland  any  thing  ?*" 

**  Why,  if  that'^s  his  drift— I  think  we  may 
aa  wdly  toO|-  try  him  on  a  wind^ — See  here, 
jHinnalff^^  continued  the  speaker,  addressing 
the  senator-^^  there's  never  no  use  in  any  f ur- 
ik^t  pelaver— I  don't  care  a  carse  which  way  it 
isr-bnl^  wbat'll  you  give  us  1^ 


184 


WEATHEBING    THE    WILFY. 


"Gieyef*  cried  the  radical  orator,  wl 
incifnent  triumph  was  clicckcd  by  the  un{ 
able  suggestion  of  a  pecuniary  boon, — "  Wull 
it  not  be  tlie  manes  of  getting  ye  yecr  lee- 
berty?" 

"  Why,  as  to  that,  you  see,  we've  always 
^Vtbertif'  enough  when  the  sliip's  moored  in  a 
King's  port — so,  you  see,  that's  not  the  thing — 
is  it,  Jem  ?" 

'*  Why,  no  V^  Mid  Jones,—*'  but  as  the  wea- 
ther's warm,  and  our  coppers  hot,  I  doesn't 
care,  if  the  gcniman  will  set  like  n  gGmmaii,  to 
clinch  the  con«;arn  at  onee. — Harkee,  MastiT," 
fioid  he,  addressing  tlie  anxious  omtur,  who 
stood  tiptoe  in  cX]Kctation  of  his  proposition— 
"  you  shalL  hare  it  uR  your  cncn  Kutf 
tjlass  of  g-roff." 

A  fitful  change  suddenly  overcame  the 
turea  of  the  cuJculuting  phrlanthropisi :  cTwy 
hard  line  in  thai  unusually  rigid  face  »a*,  for  a 
Diotnent,  relaxed ;  add,  from  the  whole  external, 
it  would  seem  his  h«Arl  had   been  otariled  by 


iiion— 


tlw  ■pparitkHi  <^'  •  stniDge  and  uitw«looine 
Tiaunl.— It  w  not  tSl  dfta  a  momenUry 
BntggJe,  that  be  ilmrly  nobottoned  bis  pocket. 
— The  hand,  altbongfa  inaerted,  seemed  to  clutch 
tometbing,  and  again  relaxed  its  grasp. — Again 
^  actkm  wu  repeated ; 

"  Wdlf"  said  he«  id  a  subdued  tone — "it's 
for  the  banefet  of  ma  kiotry — " 

By  a  cooTulaive  twitch  at  the  arm,  the  vic- 
tory ma  completed ;  and,  with  a  tagh,  such  as 
"lit  said  acoonpaaics  the  separation  of  souj  and 
body,  tbe  patriot  flung  the  sailor  a  shilling. 

The  ngb,  bowercr,  though  not  the  shilling, 
was  lost  on  the  sailOTS :  who,  roused  from  their 
Rcumbent  pottme  on  the  shingle  by  a  signal  to 
i»«mbark,  with  a  loud  laugh  at  the  senator's 
credulity,  rejoined,  without  signing  the  petition, 
their  conpanions,  who,  having  completed  the 
watering,  bore  away  in  the  boats  for  the  hrig. 
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tbiilw  doqu  (linuihiuA  1o  guilaut  niurak  • 
.tbta  lillA  bisanlq  -ttjI  ni'w  ^t^^  mre  ^rnvrai 
Jo  itJiMxiM)  rrtJr  CHAPTER  X. 

PHILANDERING, 

AMATORV  FOLenCS. 


Ob!  Uwkmg  eveningiof  duMaad  triMl 

Tbt  aclmirntions  anil  the  spcculatiuns  i 
He  *'  Mamma  Mio's  I"  tad  "  Amor  Mio's  I 
The  "Twli  pdplli'i,"  on 


The  coDtiouatioD  offineweatber,  aodailt^ady 
calm,  of  above  a  veck's  duralion,  left  the  SpH- 
fin's  people  ample  opportunity  to  prosccule  the 
task  of  relittiDg  the  ves&el ;  and,  happily  fur 
BurUtn,  kept  open  the  conainunication  betneeo 
the  brig  «nd  Caniperdown  Cottage. —  Every 
eveiung  max  pretext  or  other  served  for  bw 


4fpa>iag  Ml  imhiddn.  tkoug^  tot  vowAmbm^ 
fsea  to  bodt  Enilj  and  hat  auJew— Then  » 
>  eertOB  fiii)t*v  of  flndiui^  vpoa  whwh 
ftnaam  kkb  g•^  who  are  jdeased  vidi  eacb 
tttet'm  wodttf ;  iHa^.^nolndei  the  ntceMltj  o| 
■pewing  ■  ftnnsl  laTiullQD  at  erory  pvtng ; 
— B  wpaeiiHy  b-'Ae  eouHv^,  w  under  dv- 
CBBatanoH  riiicfa  lead  th»  pavtiet  to  infer,  tbete 
wffattmHim  idl  Befe  Wmftcr  be  of  frequeot 
■ttiufiae.  ^w  old  gmrlfimm  -wm  abwlnte 
MMUrcf  Uaoimhaue,  oa^  as  be  naed  to  tenn 
j^  "trnfUin  flf  Ins  own  ilMpr'  and,  aa  respected 
Ae  indiTiduak  ttf  hU  profe«an,  mw  eminentlj 
haqMUe ;  as  that,  although  fae  nerer  re-invited 
lii  yoiag  finnd,  at  parting,  he  alwaya  chid 
UUlr^  tto'app^—aee  in  the  erenfing,  ftir  not 
Mp%ltMbd  Mrtiirlf  of  the  gmeral  in^ttatioQ 
^im'm''^im  «nt  day  of  tb^r  aequahitBiMe, 
atit  riii^^filie  Mdie  dinner  table.  Indeed,  the 
HMMft^dMMM^JsMHly  aay,  h  was  his  own 
itfril  1»  W  teC  jdh  the  pw^  ai  tiie  eottaga^ 
itf  WtiUtNl^  oTaa  Tiller  nenr  m^lmsteA, 
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aood^^Bog  io  the  custom  of  the  service  in  his 
time,  tjo'hciai  the  dinner  flag  in  the  garden  ;  so 
that  my  MMMn,  who  was  hmigry,  could  not 
mistake  the  sl^|2;nal.^  Burton's  only  mode  of 
parrying  this  cordiality  was,  to  repeat  his  sense 
of  obl%ation,  and  plead  the  necessity  he  was 
under  of  attending  to  the  details  of  duty  on 
board:  an  attention  which,  he  observed,  was 
rendered  the  more  imperative  on  the  officers  of 
the  ship,  in  consequence  of  Captain  Staunch's 
having  resented  to  refit,  oontraiy  to  the  practice 
of  the  service,  to  Dartmouth,  which  was  not  a 
King's  port. 

This  apology  never  failed  to  draw  forth  from 
Crank  a  remonstrance  on  the  impropriety  of 
departing  from  the  practice  in  his  day — not- 
withstanding the  cogent  reasons  which  Burton 
had  given  for  this  preference,  and  which  the 
reader  may  recpUect. 

Had  Burton  been  an  ordinary,  or  timnterested 
vitttor  at  the  cottage^  be  perhaps  wotild  have 
formed  toe  of  the  dinner  party  diuly;  or,  at 


leflftl^  whenever  he  OQiUd  obUun  pemussicHi  from 
his  captain.    But^  wwimitonced  as  he  fdt  him- 
ad4  be  infened  he  should  feel  more  at  his  ease 
in  *  diopiniig  in*  after  this  meal  was  concluded. 
—His  visits  were  suffideotly  numerous   and 
protracted  to  develop)  as  he  thought,  to  Mrs. 
Crank,  the  real  state  of  his  feelings  with  respect 
to  her  daughter ;  and  as  he  had  no  reason  to 
imag^e  himself  a  favourite,  or,  in  other  words, 
his  fortunes  acceptable  in  the  light  of  a  son-in- 
law  to  that  poUtic  lady,  he  contented  himsdf 
with  thusembradng  the  opportunity  of  visiting^ 
and  enjoying  Emily's  society,   without  incur- 
ring any  m(»«  serious  obligation.     The  uncle, 
on  whose  bounty  she  was  dependent,  far  from 
being  alarmed  at  these  visits,  or  partaking  in 
tbe  prudential  scruples  of  his  ^ter,  felt  rather 
flattered  by  the  attentions  thus  markedly  paid 
to  his  favourite ;  nor  was  it  without  some  share 
of  prafesaonal  pride  that  he  witnessed  the  prc- 
iiaeoce  Emily  diqalayed  for  the  intelligent  lieu- 
teowt— She  iqppeared  to  enter  into  Uie  spirit 
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of  Aiy  little  pnfeanonal  ayattonrwy  id  wbidi 
Uw  «oMModoM  «tid  Jiis  young  fiiend  aoraedmes 
engaged:  and  even  presumed,  on  Bome  ooa^ 
liotii,  to  tnediftte  between  them,  by  suggesting, 
that  dMR-  emiMbte  diffetmceB  were  easily  to  be 
reoODciUdj  by  taking  into  coiwdenuitMi  the 
iiSavaix  of  the  ayttems  adopted  by  the  pro- 
fenion,  »  her  uode's  time,  Mid  in  the  present 
day.— Thia  aasuuaplioQ  of  the  office  of  arbi- 
trator, in  nautical  matters,  the  gallant  old  officer 
always  tnoted  osa  pieoeof  pretty  imperdnence 
on  the  part  of  bis  niece ;  and,  whilst  in  bis  wag- 
gish way  he  used  to  soold  her  tat  a  nea-lawyo', 
he,  at  other  times,  fondly  rawacked  til  his  das' 
sic  teoullections  (tam  "  Steel's  Navy  List,"  to 
dub  her  by  the  names  of  his  favourite  vessels 
in  the  service. — On  one  ooeaniMi,  his  partiality 
so  far  overcame  his  prudence,  as  to  ioduee  him 
to  ask  ^e  young  lieutenaot,  in  a  wny  «bich 
Burtcm  thought  hi4){nly  equivocal,  if  not  pou. 
tively  allurivc  to  an  union  vhi^  already  was 
bcgbning  to  be  near  fab  heart—**  iritethcr  the 


Ml 

ffri*.  an  ^igiM^^cM  JMumlfff  »pwtty  iair 
4£ri#r1  SMfir/  fOr:  |it(M^flifiMMH  tar  a 

..^jtmgmim  iathjgmw^  the  old 

pmikmm^  i^'^^pmhiKfm  -m  mudi  thrmigh  an 
Msietj^  Mdw  ime  ratitfii  for  liis  Idndneati 
Bsfftiin  gVMi  JuBi  a  lianMMlarf  en  n  improMd 
piimi|ilf  I  a  gtlAiatcd  accotding  to  bedi  Bmu- 
■■r^s^nd  JMhKaiMil7s  leak^  wbkh  lie  had  the 
gpaaijiiairinfn  to>|MMeive^  toon  occupied  m  eboaen 
ate  tt  hii  owb  diamber. — But  the  pieseDt  which 
Conk  aaat  rallied*  was  one  whidi  oott  Barton 
aol  m  littk  labour  in  the  ptepanuioo,  and  am* 
«u|ed  in  a  oanplece  code  of  the  newly*4ukpted 
tigTunlr,  illuatnted  handsomely  with  coloured 
gmfiluc  cobeoiplifioatioDs  of  the  variouB  flags, 
carmti^  and  pendente,  in  use :  which,  with  their 
oedei^  and  almoet  infinite  series  of  relative  po- 
sitions^ render  them  so  comprdiensiye  a  medium 
of  td^gn^hic  oonununioation.  As  Burton  had 
spared  no  puns  in  maldog  the  interior  of  the  work 
valuably  be  bad  recourse  to  one  of  the  topmeo. 
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who,  before  be  ran  away  to  aea,  served  half  an 
apprenticeship  to  a  botdt-biDder ;  in  order  to 
render  its  eztaior  worthy  of  the  contents. — 
Their  joint  labours  produced  a  pretty  volume 
of  gilt  Bath  letter  paper,  neatly  bound  in  blue 
and  gold;  the  nMtcrials  for  which  had  reck, 
lessly  been  abstracted  by  the  lieutenant  from  a 
new  morocco  portfolio;  purchased,  when  last  at 
Plymouth,  to  preserve  his  marine  sketches  and 
drawings  fnnn  the  profane  clutches  of  shipmates 
in  shaving. 

The  value  «^  this  present  was  enhanced  by 
the  compliment  which  accompanied  its  first  pre- 
smtation ;  and  its  perusal  formed  regularly  a 
part  fA  the  veteran's  morning  avocations. — In- 
sennbly  his  prejudices  against  Burton,  as  a 
votary  of  innovation,  and  enemy  to  the  fame  of 
the  andent  worthies  of  the  pFofessioD,  b^(aD  to 
give  way  to  kindlier  feelings,  and  an  admiration 
of  the  inteUlgent  young  seaman, — Although  the 
ardour  with  which  he  defended  the  old  school 
oever  abated,  the  Ueutoiaot  percaved  it  was 
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nther  the  effect  of  pride,  reluctant  to  yield  to  a 
junior  on  points  of  service,  than  of  a  corscious- 
neffl  of  being  his  young  Friend's  superior  in  any 
Uiing  but  in  standing. — His  time,  too,  now  never 
lay  heavy  on  his  hands;  and  the  lIstlessnesR 
vhieh  so  often  attends  the  retirement  of  men 
Kcurtmned  to  the  activity  of  a  professional  life, 
vsi  eompletety  chased  away  by  his  renewed 
studies,  the  frequent  visits  of  Burton,  and 
the  emistmt  inspecdon  of  the  little  man-of-war 
below,  from  the  grass-plat;  where  his  frequent 
perambulations  had  accurately  marked  out  eight 
paces  in  the  decayed  verdure. — In  these  excur- 
RODS  he  was  often  accompanied  by  his  fair 
niece,- whose  awakened  curiosity,  with  respect 
to  nautical  matters,  afforded  him  dady  increased 
delight ;  not  without  a  mixture  of  regret  that 
frbe  had  not  been  a  boy  ;  as  nothing  else,  in  his 
ofnnioo,  was  wanting  to  ensure  her  being,  at  the 
IcMt,  a  Rear-Admtml. 

The  lieutenant  needed  hardly  any  other  apo- 
logy for   the   frequency    of  his   vi^ts    at    the 

Vol.  I.  E 
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cottage,  beyond  the  kind  velcome  he  always 
experienced  from  its  owner ;  and  yet  he  felt  it 
due  to  himself  to  provide  some  pretext  for 
availing  himself  of  c^iportunitieB  for  enjoying 
the  society  of  Emily  alone.  —  Her  muucal 
talents  were  con^derable ;  and,  in  this  respect, 
much  pains  had  been  taken  with  her  educa- 
tioa.— She  played  with  spirit;  and  her  ambi- 
tion for  di^lay  induced  her  to  devote  much 
more  time  to  the  study  of  music,  than  is  usual 
with  young  ladies  escaped  from  the  tedious  same- 
uess  of  boarding-school  discipline.  Her  voice 
was  a  clear  and  sweet  soprano,  of  considaable 
compass ;  and  sufficiently  flexible  to  enable  her 
to  accomplish  ezecutional  passages,  with  a  faci- 
lity which  periiapB  too  often  induced  her  to 
indulge  rather  profusely  in  ornament.— Singing 
was  an  accomplishment,  beyond  all  others, 
beet  suited  to  the  taste  of  Burton,  who,  from 
early  youth,  had  contracted  a  passion  for  music, 
which  be  bad  matured  by  the  facilities  afforded 
ban  during  a  kwg  coutinuaaee  on  the  Mediter- 
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9  station.  Here,  whenever  io  harbour,  his 
a&GOciates  were  selected  from  amongst  the  ama- 
teurs of  that  art,  whicli,  with  the  Italians,  is 
staled,  by  way  of  eminence,  'divine.' — Being 
once  imbued  with  the  tme  principles  of  the  art, 
his  taste  rapidly  improved,  and  the  feeling  witii 
which,  in  bit  first  essays,  he  sung  the  popular 
ain  of  Mozart,  Cimarosa,  and  others,  was  sof- 
tesed,  by  increasing  judgment,  into  all  the 
mdtuw  richness  of  Italian  perfection.  It  was 
not  wonderful,  with  such  tastes,  that  Emily  and 
he  found  themselves  often  alone,  exploring  the 
beauties  of  Italian  composition,  to  which  every 
other  ear  in  the  house  was  comparatively  indif- 
ferent; and  that,  independently  of  other  mo- 
tivea  of  preference,  the  society  of  each  became 
mutually  valuable  to  the  other. 

The  hours  of  every  succeeding  evening  flew 
rapidly  by,  until  the  dusky  dimness  of  fading 
twilight  deprived  them  of  this  pretext  for  pro- 
longing their  studies  alone ;  and  those  enemies 
to  unreserved   communication,   candles,  obtru- 
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sively  poured  their  unwelcome  glare  on  every 
conscious  feature. 

It  must,  however,  be  confessed,  that  the  senti- 
m^its  the;  felt  for  each  other  were  as  dissimilar 
as  their  sex.  Emily  found  it  impossible  to 
withhold  from  him  her  admiration  and  esteem. 
She,  however,  went  no  further :  and  her  conduct 
towards  him  would  scarcely  wurrant  any  infe- 
rence, that  she  felt  more  than  a  decided  pre- 
ference for  bis  society;  whilst  the  kindling 
fervour  of  his  growing  attachment  displayed 
iUelf  hourly,  by  every  possible  effort,  to  awaken 
her  interest,  and  recommend  himself  to  her 
esteem. 

Although  eminently  calculated  to  awaken  a 
ftrvent  and  absorbing  passion  in  others,  there 
was  a  self-possession,  and,  at  times,  a  levity  in 
her  manner,  which  seemed  to  indicate  (bat  she 
could  not  so  easily  become  (to  use  a  metapbyst- 
cal  distinction)  its  subject,  as  its  object.  Neither 
was  it  likely  that  a  girl  of  her  ambition  and 
deure  of  distinction  should  be  much  flattered, 
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u  br  M  Topectfid  his  preaeot  rank  or  drcuin- 
■tanca,  by  the'  attentioiu  of  a  young  officer, 
whoM  fortune  «u  to  be  ciit  out  by  his  gword ; 
and  wbo  oould  not  parry  the  objection,  as  to 
want  of  wealth,  by  an  appeal  to  his  hereditary 
mfluence,  or  high  family  cfflinectioii,  which  is 
mnetimet  coiuidered  a§  its  equivalent.  She  too, 
it  is  to  be  recollected,  though  left  an  orfdian, 
iritbout  a  guinea,  bad  long  since  learned  to 
coiwidCT'  hendf  an  h^ress,  as  well  as  to  appre- 
date  her  marked  superiority  in  point  of  accom- 
pUthmepts  above  her  young  acquaintances. 
.  Tb^e  was  one  person  in  the  family,  who, 
could  she  have  considered  the  connection  pro- 
bable, would  certunly  have  shewn  her  disinclina- 
tion to  it  in  the  most  decided  way.  This  wai 
ber  mother ;  but  she  never  suffered  herself  to 
believe  that  her  daughter  could  so  lightly 
estimate  her  attractions,  or  undervalue  her 
expectations,  as  to  think  of  Burton,  but  in  the 
U^t  of  an  intelligent,  agreeable  acquaintance; 
whoae  company,  as  die  could  enjoy  it  but  fbt 
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a  vary  short  period,  the  vai  tho  more  disposed 
to  turn  to  advantage.  Indeed,  it  was  to  be 
doubted,  whether  old  Crank  himself,  partial  as 
be  was  to  the  profession  in  general,  and  his  new 
acquaintance  in  pardcular,  would  have  con- 
sented, upon  an  affair  of  so  much  consequence, 
to  waive  the  strong  objections  there  existed  to 
so  unequal  a  union. 

An  apprehension  that  such  might  be  the  real 
state  of  both  the  mother  and  uncle's  feelings, 
restnuned  the  lieutenant  from  any  avowal  of  a 
passion,  which,  if  disclosed  ere  he  had  secured  an 
interest  in  Emily's  affection,  might  have  disap- 
pdoted  all  his  hopes.  Besides,  his  natural 
ardour  prompted  bim  to  rely  on  the  display  of 
his  acquirements,  his  assiduities,  and  his  devo- 
tion, in  secret,  to  a  girl,  who,  young  as  she 
WHS,  possessed  a  ray  considerable  share  of 
self-esteem,  and  who  appeared  to  think  too 
highly  of  herself,  and  was  too  impadent  of 
controul,  not  to  have  resented  as  an  insult  bis 
attempting  to  derive  any  influence,  in  such  a 
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ddkate  conjuncture,  fixKn  tlie  avowed  counte- 
DSDce  <rf  ber  uncle  to  his  suit.  That  the  veteran 
nugbt,  in  time,  become  an  uixiliary,  be  had 
reason  to  bope;  but  bis  consent  to  a  union 
whb  bb  niece  would,  be  knew,  be  prospective, 
and  only  conditional  on  his  obtaining  promotion ; 
whilst  be  was  aware  there  was  a  positive 
obstacle  to  his  wishes  in  the  mother,  who,  vith 
all  her  sectarian  suntUness,  felt  the  value  of 
"  this  world 'g  goods ;"  and  having  herself  a  proud 
sjMiit,  and  a  lofty  ambition,  imagined  her 
dau^ter  possessed  sufficient  mental  and  per> 
Booal  attractions,  independenUy  of  ber  excel- 
lent expectations,  to  command  a  distinguished 
alliance. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 
A  VISIT  AFLOAT. 


"  There  he  BTnTiDic,  round  about  <loth  flic. 
And  tal<e«  tvrrty  with  busy,  curioiu  ejrc : 
Now  thii,  DOW  that,  he  tutetb  itndtrly." 

SpaNseii. 


The  wateriog  of  the  ship  being  now  com- 
pleted, and  her  rigging  <  set  up '  and  refitted, 
Crank,  yielding  to  the  lieutenant's  powers  of 
persuaaoD,  at  length  consented  to  accoinpaDy 
his  family  on  a  visit  afloat.  The  forenoon 
following  had  been  fixed  for  this  aquatic 
excursion ;  and  as  Burton  had  on  one  or  two 
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(xxastons  apprized  his  commander  and  Hasty  that 
theTetemn  was  no  ordinary  critic  in  nautical  mat- 
ters, though  of  the  old  school ;  more  than  usual 
preparations  for  his  reception  had  been  medi- 
tated by  the  senior  lieutenant. 

Indeed  Hasty  woa  one  of  those  officers,  not 
unfrequently  found  in  tiic  service,  more  scru- 
pulously strict  in  the  enforcement  of  trifling 
commands,  than  studiously  attentive  to  duties  of 
greater  importance.  Having  passed  his  novi- 
ciate under  a  rigid  disciplinarian,  the  slightest 
omissions  were  considered  by  him  unpardonable 
transgressions.  Neglecting  to  sweep  down  the 
decks  ere  the  sound  of  the  bell  had  ceased  to 
vibrate  upon  tlie  ear,  (for  every  half  hour  Hasty 
tiad  the  birch-brooms  in  busy  requisition), or  even 
not  removing  an  '  Irish  pennant,"  or  straggling 
rope-yam  from  the  rigging,  were,  in  the  first 
iieuteoam's  opinion,  punishable  offences  of  con- 
siderable enormity.  Such  was  the  acute  effect 
trifles  of  this  nature  produced  on  his  official 
sensitiveness,  that  either  a  feverish  fretfulness, 
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or  a  short-lived  fit  of  severe  discipline,  was  sure 
Co  follow  any  slight  error,  or  unintentional  dis- 
obedience of  orders.  He  was  less  of  a  seaman 
than  Burton ;  indeed  to  compare  them  together, 
as  expert  officers,  would  be  an  injustice  to  the 
latter.  Hasty  was  not  (as  is  customary  in  the 
.service)  selected  by  his  captain:  the  captain 
found  him,  like  any  other  timber  head,  a  fixture 
in  the  ship.  As,  however,  he  exerted  himself 
to  the  utmost  to  satisfy  his  superior,  Staunch 
was  of  too  noble  and  generous  a  spirit  to  dis- 
place him  on  his  accession,  for  another,  who 
perhaps  might  have  surpassed  him  in  system 
and  seamanship,  but  certainly  not  in  valour. 
In  a  soldier  or  a  sailor,  courage,  like  chanty, 
covers  a  multitude  of  sns  ;  and  it  is  not  in 
human  nature,  (and  more  particularly  with  men 
exposed  to  constant  danger,  and  whose  lives  are 
continually  dependant  on  the  conduct  of  their 
superiors,)  to  be  indifferent  to  the  achievements 
of  personal  prowess.  He  was,  therefore,  in  virtue 
of  bis  office,  rect^ized  by  the  crew  as  the 
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c^Xain's  nceregent :  nor  wu  the  ddegate  uiw 
cDDKSCHis  c^  his  power  w  post.  As  hea  apparent 
10  the  Mate,  he  often  fiutcied  himself  in  actual 
posseMiCTi  of  the  eroini,  which,  bad  he  pos8ess(>d, 
Dever  could  the  profbecy  of  King  Heniy  the 
Fourth  to  hit  boo,  hare  been  more  literally 
fulfilled^  where  he  chides  him  for  his  eagerness, 
and  exclaims,  according  to  Shakspeare, 

"  Oh,  fooUdi  foiilli! 
Hwd  Kd«at  tbc  ;r«AtDeu  that  will  orervbelm  Ihce." 

The  master  passioo  overpowered  him,  more 
particularlj,  in  his  dreams;  and  his  involuntary 
midnight  confessions  betrayed  too  audibly  his 
aspiring  propensities  to  power  and  place. — tn 
the  stilly  hour  of  the  midwalch,  when  nothing 
without  was  heard,  save  the  gentle  rippling  of 
the  water  as  the  vessel  glided  under  easy  sail 
through  the  tranquil  sea,  or  the  cheering  cry  of 
the  quarter^master's  "  very-well-thyst"  on  deck, 
the  occupants  of  the  cabins  adjoining  his  own. 
wete  &equ«itly  roused  from  their  rosy  slumbers 
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by  violent  noises  and  thumpiags  against  the 
bulkheads,  accompanied  by  many  an  impreca- 
tioD  ag^st  sleeping  tars  (himself  a  sleeper), 
for  neglecting  to  perform  their  duty  whilst  em- 
ployed, as  his  wandering  fancy  idly  imagined, 
in  taking  on  board  a  freight  of  Spanish  dollars 
and  doubloons  for  account  of  the  West  India 
merchants.* 

*'  D n  your  bloods,"  said  he,  on  one  oc- 

ca^on,  imagining  he  was  addresung  a  launch's 
crew  alongside,  "  if  a  single  box  slips  through 
thoseslings,  I'll  make  the  man  that  slings  it  jump 
overboard,  and  watch  like  a  buoy  in  the  water 
till  it  is  grappled  again." 

From   seductive  dreams   of  dominion   such 

as  these,  it  would  be  vain   to  expect  any  thing 

could  rouse  him   to  a  sense  of  his  subaltern 

atuation,  short  of  the  hoarse  tones  of  the  mate 

*  Iliii  ii  the  UKMt  profiE^ile  Miricc  on  which  >  cominuidvr 
of  hii  majMty's  ihipa  can  be  einplnyed.— The  ritk  ii  trifling 
and  the  pers«nta^  libtral ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Mtinind  on  (be  itttiaii,  amd  Greenwich  Hoipital,  the  freight  ia 
Ibe  detain'*  e!;chiMve  perquiaite. 
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cf  the  imdh,  wnnnynrripg  him  to  turn  out  sod 

Sgdi  »  the  oatUne  of  the  duractcr  of  the 
neond  officer  on  hond  the  Spi^re;  and,  from 
actnal  olMerratioii,  it  may  not  be  fH-esumption 
to  aMBTt  that  be  is  not  without  his  paraOel  in 
the  terrioe. 

"  Come,"  Hid  the  cAcer  just  described,  ad> 
dreMng  the  c^uin  of  the  afterguard  od  the 
eremng  previous  to  the  veteran^fl  viat — "  let's 
have  all  the  holy  stones  and  bibles  aft,  to  muster 
io  a  minute^ — We  must  pve  the  decks  a  double 
dose  in  the  mwniug." 

The  aforesaid  captain  scratched  his  head, 
made  a  Tain  endeavour  to  smooth  his  stubborn 
curiy-pate,  and  bowed  a  forced  assent. — And 
now  brooms,  buckets,  bibles,  swabs,  and  holy 
stones  were  brought  aft,  and  carefully  placed 
under  the  centinel's  chai^,  as  if  these  ina- 
nimate objects  liad  been  gifted  with  a  loco- 
motive power ;  or  bad  been  so  long  at  sea,  that 
there  was  just  reason  to  dread  they  were  dis- 
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posed  to  mutiny  in  the  night,  or  desert  before 
morning.* 

A  little  after  four  o'clock,  or,  as  it  is  termed, 
the  time  for  '  turning  the  hands  up,'  the  dead 
silence  of  the  'tween  decks  was  invaded  by  the 
unmuacal  notes  of  the  boatswain  rousing  the 
ship's  company  from  their  heavy  sleep. 

"  Rouze-and-bit — rouze-aod-bit — shew  a  leg," 
— "out  or  down,"  with  other  '  terms  of  manage,* 
resounded  along  tlie  births  as  the  enemy  of 
Somnus  cut  short  the  dreams  of  his  companions 
in  arms,  some  of  whom  were  disporting  tbem- 
selves  in  green  fields  and  shadowy  woods,  or 
p«ambutating  the  populous  streets  of  Ports- 
mouth or  the  metropolis ;  whilst  others  were, 
by  the  aid  of  deluuve  fancy,  seated  be»de  Nell* 
or  Poll,  or  Nance,  with  a  'stiff  glass  of  grog' 
before  them,  in  a  snug  room  at  the  '  back  of  the 
Point,*  or  merrily  footing  '  Delcaro's,'  or  the 
'  Coll^  hom|Hpe,'  to  the  'enliveDing  tones  of 

■  IViubtlen  Mme  few  matter^-fict  fint  lientraanti  will 
ijmitfI  with  mfor  makiiig  lUi  knljsct  of  banter. 
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tbe  viol.'— All  these  spells  were  dissolved  in  a 
aecond,  vbilst  many  a  growl  and  muttered  im- 
precation were  levelled  against  the  consecrated 
bead  of  the  boatswain  for  his  unwelcome 
intrusion. — Kesistancc,  however,  was  never 
thought  of;  and,  in  obedience  to  the  sum- 
mons, tJie  seamen  thrust  a  leg  from  iheir 
hammocks,  whose  manly  mould  might  have 
shamed  tlie  best  muscular  specimens  of  the 
achool  of  Phidias,  or  jumped  clean  out  of  their 
pendant 'dormitories,  and  commenced  'rigging.' 
— Had  the  captain  and  crew  been  all  disciples  of 
Mahomed,  they  could  not  have  set  apart  for 
washing  an  hour  in  the  twenty-four  more  conso- 
nant to  the  principles  of  the  mosque- 

Thesun  had  just  risen,  as  if  in  time  to  wit- 
ness the  pious  ablutions  the  decks  were  about  to 
undergo. — They  were  now  welted,  and  sprinkled 
with  A  light  layer  of  sand  all  over. — Heavy 
pieces  of  Portland  stone,  with  ropes  attached  to 
iheir  ends,  were  hauled  lo  and  fro  over  the  wet 
tand  by  a  detached  crew  of  fourteen  men,  seven 


aside,  vhilst  two  or  tl 

ireeli                   ^^^^wt*' 

nith  their  trowsor:^ 

tin;. I-                    ^^^        __ 

wore  seal  paddlins 

■'■"                 .Binle 

holy-haul  of  the  ^t: 

liia.l.             ^    ^-^^jA^ 

— Here  and  thero  i 
'  Royal'  in  scarlet,  vi 

„j,=ttinhii 

on  their  Icnees,  wa,-.Ji 

and,  as  it  were,  k\^\l 
—The  dise(,r(Uiiu  : 
blocks,  some  ol  -.1 

_^_  «Cnnk,to 
_,.,«k»ie  purser 

,^«a  his  party. 

weight,  as  ihi>  ■  ■ 

^^  rf  fiom  the 

the  decks,  nu\\ 

^,.-»eodofhis 

nails,  or  <ii:c;t3.' 

^    ,,^l.liec«pt«n 

with  aniJori  v.. 

_J'  a  .»  the  part  of 

theoffeiul,!.        - 
myrmid,>;<  ;ii 

■"  "[2,^_i  *«,  the  tar, 
_  ..j, J..'™ observed 

fibres  of  i      .. 

^_   ^  ,«ied  and  nearly 

as  the  IV.' 

~  ^^xof  within  dis. 

As  »              —  "^  ^^jK'5  buoy,'  he 
siibsid.                ••*■-        ^^^  ^  IB  erect  atti- 
deek,             ,.-.   '-"""*  '^  i»,  oew  ot  the 
piece-          _  '     ^"*^^-;  mmr  and  the 

/^ 


VISIT    AFLOAT. 


over   her  planks,   lest   any    unhallowed    tread 
should  leave  the  slightest  soil  behind. 

The  salts  had  been  furled  afresh,  and  the 
yanls,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest, 
squared,  and  re-squared  again  and  again :  nor 
could  the  most  fastidious  or  accurate  eye  have 
detected  any  want  of  jireeision  in  their  parallel- 
ism— circumstances  attributable  to  the  superior 
Uct  of  the  boatswain  of  the  Spitfire,  who  was 
not  only  ^'■warranted"  sound,  but  free  from  the 
vice  of  obliquity  of  vision. 

The  ship  was  now  ready  for  the  nicest  in- 
spection; and,  as  it  happened  to  be  Thursday 
(a  day  which,  whenever  the  duty  pemiitted, 
Staunch  allowed  to  be  kept  as  a  holy-day*),  the 
cww  were  attired  in  their  Bunday,  or  best 
mustering  suit. 

The  signal  man  on  the  look  out  had  pre- 
viously received  his  instructions  from   Burton, 


*  In  irell  diKiptincd  ihips  of  war,  aanj  oQiwrB  ilcvo 
i-frUui  day  ld  the  week,  purpoaely,  that  the  crew  '  mny  u 
baul  their  bags,'  and  repair  their  clothe*. 
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^ 


and  now  reported — "amove  was  making  nsli ore." 
— How  he  obtained  this  infomMtion  it  was 
BoC  difficult  to  divine,  for  it  had  been  a  rule 
tang  established  by  Crank,  and  implicitly  ob. 
served  by  Tiller,  that  if  he  only  left  home  for 
an  hour,  his  colours  should  be  struck  till  his 
return. 

Dinner  had  hardly  been  piped,  ere  Crank,  to 
save  his  tide  (and  not  his  pca-wup,  as  the  purser 
had  cynically  hinted),  was  seen  with  his  party, 
accompanied  by  Burton,  shoving  off  from  tlie 
sbon  b  his  ttmg  five-oared  yawl :— proud  of  his 
MCiait  bonount,  when  coxswain  to  the  captain 
(fa  bMif-battle  ship,  Tiller  acted  tlic  pan  of 
amamm  ob  the  occa^n. — At  lirst,  the  tar, 
■akiig  die  noat  of  bis  one  eye,  was  observed 
ia  bi)  StUc  bos  abaft,  lowly  seated  and  nearly 
kaM^BHbli;  bat,  oa  hia  drawing  within  dis- 
c^ffiM  Jmge  of  dte  *  nao-o'-war's  buoy,'  he 
«haf«l  bk  wwi«Mg  posttire  for  an  cnct  atti- 
idK  M  if  «»  wffnm  tbe  ship-s  crew  of  the 
■MfMl  dat  «)  hit  hoaeartd  master  and   tbe 
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men  on  the  forecastle  to  have  their  itiils  about 
them  when  the  ladies  arrived  alongside. 

Old  Tiller,  who  was  not  so  easily  cajoled,  and 
relished  a  joke  in  his  heart,  could  «tand  it  nu 
longer — so  laughed  outright,  but  as  suddenly 
checked  himself  on  seeing  Burton  frown. 

£mily  looked  incredulously  in  her  uncle's 
face — 

Mrs.  Crank  took  the  explanation  like  a  shrewd 
woman,  excUiming — "  Dear  me !  how  very 
coDuderate." 

Crank  merely  liemmed. — 

The  chair  destined  to  transport  the  ladies 
aloft,  )iad  been  already  slung  in  red  ropes,  and, 
decorated  with  ta&sels  a  la  Prusse  and  '  Turks' 
heads,'  in  compliment  to  the  fair,  was  now 
'  brought  to  the  gangway,'  though  not  '  seized 
up.' — Flags  of  nil  colours  and  nations  were 
placed  in  it  to  enshriiie  the  fair  form  of  Emily, 
and  conceal  the  waning  charms  of  ber  mother. 
In  order  to  plumb  the  gangway,  the  main-yard 


bod    been  braced    a   little  forward,   a   prccan- 
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now-a-dsys,  like  lap-dogs,  once  down  at  ttie  feet 
of  a  lady,  and  there  was  no  getting  them  up." 

Perceiving  Emily  all  prepared  for  her  aerial 
ascent,  he  addressed  himself  to  Hasty,  who  was 
then  looking  over  the  ^de — *'  Come,  Sir,"  said 
be,  "  off  she  goes." 

At  the  word,  the  rope,  from  which  the  chair 
coDtaining  the  now  agitated  girl  had  been  sus- 
pended, was  carried  with  a  smooth  and  rapid 
motion  aloft,  through  the  block  on  the  yard 
overiiead,  and,  as  if  by  a  species  of  legerdemam, 
the  fair  Emily  was  suddenly  *  whipped '  away 
from  her  petrified  parent,  (who  was  observed 
declining  her  head  on  the  sympathizing  bosom 
of  the  doctor,)  and  as  suddenly  transported  to 
tfae^ddy  r^ons  above,  motionless  with  terror. 
AAer  soaring  stationary  like  a  hawk  on  the 
wing  fen-  a  few  seconds,  she  was  lowered  easily 
on  deck,  and  released  from  her  confinanent 
by  Staunch,  who  welcomed  her  with  all  the 
eaqr  politeness  and  affability,  peculiar  to  a 
really  well  bred  gentleman. 


No  sooner  ^^  die  cfaur  beat  ^^**iit  vt 
is  Airload,  than  it  wm  again  lomcd  over  ifae 
ade  to  leeem^  if  not  h>  honcnlT  «  fm^ta,  a. 
dipotabl  V  a  note  piooi  faeoe  at  goods.  ladeed 
the  anriiiii  «a>  ■rirtii^  &ke  OM  of  hk  ovn 
tfri>K*,  to  Soma,  wlio  itiiailj  fdt  a  ifitt^^r  to 
^a»  paty  (rf  pleanm ;  and  Vn.  Cnak,  iboaefa 
ber  tongue  had  Jong  beoi  accaaomcd  to  rm 
«n  famiHaily  upon  the  DeeoHtr  of  tuna^ 
her  thought!  to  things  abone,  eoidd  aot  hi 
Mtieed  to  laiae  ber  era  aloft — Nchbcr  ibe 
■gnments  of  Senna,  foonded  on  U>e  ssfen*  cf 
her  daughter's  Sight  on  boaid,  nor  the  asaanoce^ 
of  Burton,  could  remore  £ram  btr  huikI  tht 
apprehenaoQ  that  the  rope  vouid  break. — In- 
deed, she  argued  the  ptant  to  asiistentlr,  tlui 
■be  very  unguardedly,  ooDsdering  ibe  doctor 
«aa  tbe  party  addressed,  appealed  loore  than 
once  to  tbcir  disparity,  in  point  of  vdgfat  and 
ase,  to  justify  ber  Fuspicioat  she  ssiau^d  oot  be 
as  foctunate  as  Emily  io  ber  ascent. 

"  Brother !  bnxher !"'  tbe  re^woncbfully  t\- 
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claimed,  as  Senna  banded  her  lo  the  '  wliip.'  — 
"  How  cruel  of  you  to  bring  me  to  this  !'* 

**  Bring  you  to  what  ?'*  cried    Crank,    pe« 
tulantly,  impatient  at    this  needless  alarm.-^ 
^^  Hang  it,  you  make  as  much  fuss  about  tbe^ 
matter,   as  if  they  were  going  to  dap  the  ropQ 
round  your  neck,  and  run  you  up  to  the  yard- . 
arm  !'* 

This  broadside  had  the  desired  effect— Senna 
was  silent;  and  the  fair  sufferer  reluctantly  con- 
signing, like  other  criminals,  her  body  to  the 
surgeon,  she,  as  though  it  were  her  last  dying 
request,  implored  Burton  ^  to  go  quiet  with  the 
rope.' 

The  same  signal  was  repeated. 

*^Off  she  gocs,^  reiterated  the  delighted 
Crank. 

<<Away  with  her  now,"  bellowed  tlie  boat- 
swain, *^  handsomely  a  bit — what  are  you  side- 
boys  about,  that  you  donH  bear  off  the  chains  ?^ 
There  you  are — whip  away  now." 

This  incongruous   collision  of  professior 


■b  n  anddc  of  mMBK^EMtioiii  m  to  tbeir 
tmi  — ™g,  WM  likely  cnoagfa  tn  facwSder 
It  MKy  tM  A  wotBrn^  fn^  pnTun  areiii&- 
Ahm  ilnadj  cxdted.  The  boane  bswliiig 
tftfefcoMmwain;  the  itruige  BUifiplicstioo  oi 
ih  toB,  "  hanHKimely,"  to  her  unheodsome 
tnlHeBt,  in  beiag  hoiited  OQ  baud  like  awcx^ 
pKk;  ha  terror  at  finding  herself  at  the  mercy 
rfbof* ;  wumala,  in  hn  ofnaioo,  as  miachievous 
■  waokty,  all  oonapired  to  make  her  uncui- 
nmaaf  what  she  wai  to  do  or  suffer.  The 
■"iMWj  however,  to  choina,  was  not  lost  oa  her, 
bat  produced  a  wngular  aaaodation  in  her  mind, 
&v  when  ^"^inl  on  deck,  it  nas  perceived  she 
bad,  ludiCTouBly  enough,  still  got  bold  of  the 
oriy  one  within  her  reach, — a  small  Malteae, 
gold  neek-chaio,  to  which  her  "  quizzing-glau," 


The  little  pvty  had  scarcely  been  introduced 
by  Burton  to  his  captain,  and  walked  three 
(Mcea  towards  the  "  companion"  or  stair  leading 
to  the  eabiiit  ere  an  eidsmauon  burst  from 
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£i«i]^!a4ipS-4n)i)ff  to  that  Trhich  never  fails  to 
hH  from  every  female,  on  viewing;,  for  the  firs 
tfmtkV*^  lirUliaat  whiteneM  of  a.  man-of-ivar's 
de^ki^ibeigfateaed bj  contrast  with  the  paralld 
tljwJt'^efl  intersecting  its  am|d«  breadth,  with 
s  regularity  whose  pleasingefTect  on  the  eyt,  was 
pcA  «9(oeeded  by  the  most  tastd'ul  ebalkings  of  a 
Wodetn  balUroom  floor. 

f*  What  a  oharmiog  place  for  a  dance  I"  said 
she,  pointing  her  toe,  and  stepping  more  firmly 
en  the  advanced  foot,  as  if  to  tiy  the  elasticity 
of  the  planks. 

"Ferbapa,"  said  Staunch,  "as  you  appearan 
amateur,  we  may  be  able,  &ce  leaving  the-  pMt, 
t»  make  up  a  small  party  on  board  in  our 
plain  way :  and  you,  Madam,"  added  be,  tum- 
iog'to  Urs.  Cranlt,'*'wiU  I  htqie,  oondesoend 
to  favour  us  with  your  presence  as.Jadyi  pa- 


'  ',The  courteous'  maatwr.  of  Stattoob^s  jjarita- 
tiAitr:tbfQw»tlw[-S»tnm-TQffther.;guarFl,  «nd  she 
dretu}y,l4>paBi9d,  byr(i"'>l.V^  inclinaueo  of  her 
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lfaM^4d  Qoqbiewe  in  the  nomination,  despjtie'  tf 
het  principles.  '  ■'  '"' 

Emily  frankly  confesoed,  she  should  be  qt^le 
debated  to  '  dance  with  Ariel  on  the  waves,' — 
ftddisg  **  it  would  be  lout  a  fait  an  agreeable 
■oweky." 

The  captain  now  had  taken  her  unresisting 
liaod,  and  presumed  to  express  a  hopo>  that  lin 
bmcness  would  not  deprive  him  of  the  honour 
of  opening  the  hall  with  her. 

influenced,  perhaps,  by  the  barometer  of 
Iturton's  conn  I  en  a  nee,  ivliich,  she  perceived,  fell 
suddenly  at  this  proposition,  she  hesitatingly 
obacrvvd ;  that  "  it  would  be  rather  premature  to 
forni  any  positive  engagement,  on  the  bare  (xw- 
dbitity  of  such  an  occurrence." 

The  captain,  piqued  by  this  observation, 
pledged  him^lf  to  remove  the  force  of  that  objec- 
tion, by  fixing  a  day  before  they  left  the  ship. 

The  company  descended,  by  Siauncli's  invi- 
tation, to  partake  of  some  refreshments  prepared 
in  hit  cabin.  Crank,  whose  eye  wandered  in- 
l2 


VmT  ATIOAT. 

^•hoat  kJB  is  aU  directioM.  mutdj 
1  dkeanlitia  of  bis  affable  host;  but 
1  de%btad  wiih  the  novekj^  of 
ifct  aqM^  aad  every  tbiog  on  board ;  am  did 
Jbe  mem  aJtogetfaer  inaensibU  to  Stauntb's 
tnnk.  and  baotttting  masDere.  Her  admin- 
liqB  of  bis  qipUin,  wm  quickly  percared  by 
,The  influoace  of  Um  *  grtcn-eyed 
'  )wd  alK«4y  dwkeaed  hu  brow,  aad 
1  the  briUiaoey  of  his  ey»  He  wna,  tor 
HHWtiai^RKrTedaiidtUeqt.  Thewdomwbkfa 
«lMMHBMd  Ihs  atlentioofii  peioeptibly  abated ; 
tmi  kmk mat  it  beeo  for  s  kind  and  rr  awmiwy 
fitHMW  Aon  ^  otject  of  hk  derocion,  it  migbt 

Lui  1  fclin 1-*  —  .1^  -*. — -^ f  .1 — 

■t>*««ts.4«WNKl  Im  hmnAdorag  tba  (ugbt, 
wHppad^>%-<'W  *!■*■■•&  rfdeipMrt  and 

'M«(r««pM«Bd  MMMf;  ibC  WMilg.at  MIHtff, 

^  iWfWiiiiifc  «» fmmm  im  mtiminm  .«f  tin 
iftilfK  liii  yrni^  <>iiti>  ■»— iWaJ  i^dacfc.   As 
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hoar  his  lamtntm,  to  accompany  Crank  in  his 
critical  tour.  Hasty  supplied  the  place  of  his 
CBptain ;  irhikt  Burtim  and  Ktnily  kept  in  tho 
bwlb^Crouiidt  id  the   rear  of   Senna  and  her 


la  bis  {M-esent  mood,  it  may  be  presumed,  that 
Tcry  little  was  necessary  to  occasion  an  explo- 
Bon  or  the  veteran's  critical  bile.  The  '  sights' 
m  the  guns,  first  attracting  his  notice,  he  in- 
quired ofHusty,"  What  these  gimcracks  meant." 
The  lieutenant  informed  him,  "  that  they  were 
termed  sights,  and  used  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  men  to  take  aim  with  nicer  pre- 
mion." 

**  S^hts,  indeed  I"  cried  Crank ;  "  /  never  saw 
radi  *igAf* /— Well,  it  may  be  an  improvement 
to  be  sure — fighting  at  long  balls,  with  mounted 
telescopes.  I  know,  in  my  time,  we  were  above 
such  oold-blooded,  cowardly  butchery.  No !  no  ! 
Sir;  d — n  all  such  stand-off* work— come,  muz- 
zle to  muzzle — that's  my  maxim  ;  follow   up 


thst  'Bott  V/oHf  mi  you'll- BDoniiibile  your  op- 
pwient." 

■■«That'B*'T«iaweel,Sir,"aaid  Stovd,  in  a 
bmad  Nemnatte  aocoit,  as  be  had  jost  fi^len 
into  the  veteran's  tndn— "but  what  er  joa  to 
doi"  nksdthe  master,  "if  ^our  opponmt  won't 
let  you  approach  him  t  Suppode  he  sails  better 
ihadyou,  and  ha'  got  the  westber  gage  o'  you  ? 
-.'Hud^  moreover,  prefen  long  boU»  to  clow 
i]iMort«t»«-«hat  er  you  to  do  then — eh  ?" 

-  **•!'  say,  Mister  Burton,"  cried  Oaok,  in  an 
undaT  tone,  and  casting  his  eye  contemptueuoly 
towards  the  speaker, — *'  who  may  thM  gentle- 
num  be  P  If  iie  be  the  matter,  the  diacifJItie-'s 
'daainably  altered  tince  my  day." 

'  *!  Perhapa  tb'  alteration  ia  &'  the  iMeler  |br 
the  sarvice,"  said  the  master,  in  a  surly  and 
JlBwasde  tiKW^  whidi  failed  not  toreaclr.itiin- 

In  his    progress   forward,   Crank   suddenly 
stopped  .to, eMtnine.*,  novel  appwaMip,;  w;hii^ 


of  the  bow-duMTh*  :'•  ->i 

'.  If*  W^alStim'wt.hit^VS'tmAhti,  fdaOng  to 


"Tl^tj  fBi."  aid 'HHt^i^m  term' ■  qu*- 


'  .  *«iA'  if^iMir  V*  q— dwMti*T  Tsk^fstcd  the 
«ttnnt  idlbiaiMiBnB  lan^— »**Z  laft  Emilf, 
■J  dnr,Y!  jlnumimp  hii  nieee,  fmat  mttMi  vcse 
«ttfacttav^  iup*ct  eoldiw  -11  tMjf  yoa've 
fftcvlwnl-BM  tdkof  flboA^tfecffMylwT'ii't 
^M-f.^  W«U«flM  heK,""  iddcd  Ik,  phciog  him- 
"MttwahidicrowipaKtioa,  u  he  looked  along 
the  aght  of  the  gim— ^  thk  is  the  wbj  ve  do  it 
W*in  'HlMl'jwotbffe^  sh,  BurtoaP~lia<— ha! 


n-  BtnttBi'who  bad  been,  bitherto,  too  mtraiy 

■iwrilwl  by  the  utiUery  of  the  eifM,  to  be  tn- 

/\n->hi.iy     Jr.,-  . 

*  IW  (au  phccd  nMt  lorward,  ud  tboM  etoployed  In  * 
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tanstid  in-«Df  JcimlUc  diicuwioD  on  (he  si^ti 
of  cw)iw%,ilnly  eidaimed— 

V  A^  6ir>  (bis  »  but  cne  cS  the  many  provi- 
deat'  cooUiTiiMMi  iateljr  invenud,  for  rapdly 
rqilematHBg  the  pt^mUtiao  nf  the  other  norld." 

"How  do  you  mean,  Sir?"  dMrplyinterTOgated 
Crank. 

**  Why»  Sir,  to  provide  agaiiut  the  come- 
quences  of  a  too  supenibundsnt  population,  and 
oo-opente  in  the  benevolent  projects  of  the 
Malthusian  philoaophy." 

"  Maihmmlem  f — Damn  it,  man,  he  never 
waft  at  ftca  waa  he,  uster? — ^you  know  beat — 
If  you  go  BO  fitt  back,  Burton,  for  a  wrinkle, 
why  not  try  tM  Noah  on  a  wind  P—  he  waa  aooe- 
(hiog  of  a  tar,  in  bis  time — though  I  believe, 
too,  he  never  saw  a  shot  fired  in  anger  in  bis 
Uf&— Eb,  llr.  Senna  F** 

*'  JuU  so«"  briefly  reptied  the  compounder  of 
drugs. 

"  But  I  aet  bow  il  10,*'  resumed  the  veteran — 
•*  I  luppoa^  by  and  by,  ts   eope  with  the 


nacwiiwr.  ■US 


tiliip><tf  Jnt  |nne^4wUinttcr  to  aMke  thm 

Tha  only  reply  (d  tbis  parUj  sngry,  jwrtly 
— IB imij%«B«toJ  bam  BartdB,  ccwMirted  in 


^MChMfc,  Sir,"  Mid  Omk,  interrvptiifg  the 
**ilmwbahhamnm 
dfacaddreM- 
i||[JHiM^»<«Bd  taring  awij  from  ibe  guns — 
*^Jti^mnr  bok  aloft." 

-_  33lD«^  M  yet  a  ailent  looker«D  in  the  rear, 
TiDv  fiilljr  participated  in  the  wpmt  of  bb 
■aaMifaa— aifc. — It  wut  campietdy  td  viattre 
Idvdtt — ^Each  thing  derided  by  Crank,  was 
IhUamooIcdpC  hy  Tboma*;  vbo  sileatly  mani- 
Smtdi.hm  ^MppvobalioD'  of  every  advelty  ot 
l3 
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tt*erttBih''by'  i'  soirfifful  mirt-irf  the'  uppier  lip, 
vulsAlMMed  (rr'H  dWtathig-  t^ke  of  tbe  bead, 
as  he''^«{Uthe9'tiur,  td  the  great  'fthBoyaheeuf 
Raaf^,  ^tfa  tobaccA-jaioe'bn  the  niow>white 
d#efc:-'-  •     ■  ■  ■ 

iNfiteiiig,  in  hb  mhiote  exBmiiiBtion  of  the 
rigt^Hg  aToft,  those  saitH  lines  whrch  were  for- 
idMlybied  fer  keeping  the  foot  of  the  top-sails 
clete' of  the  top-rim.  Crank,  nudging  Burton, 
pointed  to  his  sister,  and  whispered — 
'"  *'*'f  aaj",  itwoold  be  well  if  lome  here  could 
remirfe  the '  crouf*-feef  from  the  corner  <rf  their 
bt^l^ts,  as  easily  as  Captain  Staunch  has  taken 
hii  from  his  top^ims." 

'  After  a^a-  looking  in  the  same  direction 
aloft,  he  dropped  his  glass  from  his  eye,  and,  in 
his 'surfnrisc,  caught  suddenly  his  sister's  arm. — 
By  the  grJisp  (perfectly  unintentional)  of  the  old 
gtnithiliMin;  her  attention  was  arteated  *y:that 
'whidh  waft  profesnonally  meant  cnlyfof 'the  ear 
oftbe'lietltenaflt,  whilst  be  mattered  iii  a  lone 
ofhcwTOr— 


.:.  .'SbR..«iigH|pr«iiptom^AQW  ia  knr 

auid  lij  tUt  cxtnotdioaiy  alluooo  to  animalty 

vbiili  4rffn»  alwajs  olgeetS'Of  terror,  to  her, 

mAtA  l|fin|ib,tlie  narvoua  apprehenttOM  of 

fci».>lii>iCii  A^wgy  previoiialj,  of  tho0e.  prac- 

tio4)|ofa%  wbidi  .  Cmak  uaed  biunoiously  to 

Mmre  ber»  von  pnctiaed  on  the  penons  of  the 

fior  «ha<TentiiRid  afloat,,  the  intimatioa  otmke 

oa  hm  9tifsjM^  alarmfri  her  beyond  measure. — In 

iiM:t^  HQjapfionneeBaeot  of  the  most  lerious  danger 

oouU  have  given  her  feelings  a  greater  shock.*- 

Sbe.aneaned  aloadt  jumped  up  and  down  in  a 

'  pirpcndiffllir  directioni  all  the  while  vehemently 

.ahaUng  her  clothefl^  in  the  full  persuasion  that 

. agmeiiMsebievous  urchin  had  had  the  rudeness 

tfrpfacdpa.onjier  fears,  and  to  thrust.mioe  down 

her  baok' between  her  gown  and  stays. — It  was 

.  with  some .  .difficultyi  and  not  until  she  had 

aflfoided  much  amusement  to  the  saUors,  who  are 
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th«t'eiKbif«ot  vouU  rouw  tlie  alliinbeeii^  anger 
c^  B  venomous  reptile. — Nor  we»r  the  ladle* 
•loia  talces' afatck.— Had  tha  qukt  ^nrit  of 
Bcobow  becD  dieenthralled  from  the  doBUDHO 
of  Plutof  aod  nilfefed  to  remit  the  weliUeco- 
nonuied  and  orderly  haunts  of  the  Spitfire't 
crew,  his  surprise  would  not  have  beeo  greater 
than  that  vhich  Crank  teatified,  when  hu  optic 
nerve  was  asBailed  by  •  coup  ^eeil,  so  unusual 
and  appeUng. — Indeed,  such  was  the  efiect  the 
iUumination  had  apoa  his  heated  imaginatioa, 
that  be  was  at  first  tempted  to  cry  out,  ^fire,  or 
aaaams  the  command,  and  order  the  *  firemen ' 
below  to  put  it  out.  The  dignity  <^  the  veteran, 
however,  qiuckly  reasserted  itself,  and  be  en> 
deavoured  to  aceoimt  for  tbe  inroluntary  sur- 
prise which-  had  beoi  excited,  by  ^claiming, 
with  a  sneer — 

'■  Hey-d^,  Mister  First  Lieutenaat-~4hiD^ 
are  oome  to  a  pretty  pass  id  the  serrioe  when 
Jadt''i  birth  is  lit  up  like  a  faaiUraom.— In  my 
time  a  fidlow  was  d      '  d  glad  to  find  the  way 


g>Mb^ttfpeikttl«ll'."-.'j'ltCI'n   ellolik.irjv    <:     tc 

'»  Uliip  irtftit  i^b<U4Miic)ioU^efeiaiulil<ba 
AtnMpinMJf  icwdbK>U«ibttpdyis  9  3ttlc^'«H«Ui 
«Bii^-'«Hb^ilfaoagiK,  1  >tiwhKafJKHBioa  ^bfi  bk 

itif09^m^^»MaBtd^.^-- ^>r  ]■:■-■  -•■■,i- 

V)Widl,'«dl-rtil^  BO' iiuiile^-M.1  see  howtitib 
'iiiihrTwm'nfci-Mi  goiagi  headlong  to  the  -de¥tl  l"ji  • 
ji-fBUioab^c^indiTidiisl  uuong^t  de':  aeamea, 
■hof  doni^  duB  JBBpectionj  ii&d  beea  permiui^ 
to  Rtfiuiiaa  Jbe<\veei>-deck8,  was  an  elidcrly 
ffomterttawter,  #boBe  deration  to  his  studios, 
fMrnfcdU^  dda'Qidurire  privilege.  ,  Thoufjb 
heoamktg.m  Audent  late  in  life,  he  had  diseo- 
vctntin  'eaEtnurdinory  aptitude  for  the  acquire^ 
mnagetiagqtigeiaaniUyioe,  in  odier  words, 'be 
could  patter  Dutch,  Spanish,  and  Portu/^uoae, 
vilblk-fltiBM^tvhlch'  made  bint  past  onJboarJ 
-fiMii  m  ipafBKt'&igaiA.  :  His  prt^udices  againat 
tbcalrttMiThad  stood  ia-thc  way  trf  his  acquiring 
tbv  Fitnvb  <IaNgiii^  ;i  until  a  consciousness  of 
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ilft<ilj^ifty.wis«i{nlwnad,  by.&«!qucntiiiteraour&e 
vgtb  tM  nativei  of  tiw  lalanda  of  '  Himm' 
■^  !  Htdi^  io  the  Bay  of  BiBoajr*  vliere  our 
C);i|iienoii  Uut  lUtUMif  were  in  tba  faatut  of 
"fffVTTg  ta  confute  tbeir  water ;  aad,  b;  the 
Ueutwuuit'a  advice*  be  bad,  in  aa  evil  boun 
dflf^epained  to  acquire  tbe  language  gmmma- 
tiqaUy. 

'  **  Wbat  are  your  studiei^  m;  man  i"  aaked 
Cjv^k,  BB  he  iqiproached  the  linguiet,  who  was 
^|iD|g  Mliuuil/  in  hb  birtb,  as  if  plotting 
miichief  or  wooiDg  the  miuea.  *'  You  seem 
rather  bunlj  occufned  P" 
J  ^  fiuay,  Sir  1"  said  the  bald^tcaded  tar,  linog 
fram^hia  seat,  and  removing  tba  quid,  on  wbich 
he  ruDiinated,  from  his  mouth ; — "  I've  bera  n 
bugr  a>  a  bee  id  a  tarJwcket  the  mo«t  o"  the 
Df^nV  t<yi*g  lo  take  the  tban>>put8  out  of  tbeae 
h^thtindeniigFreodi  prooouttn  .  but'IbeheTe 
I  must  give  it  up  for  a  bad  job;  wleH-Mister 
BuptOQ  there,  will  lend  me  a  fist  tQ.clflir  the 
kile." 


_^^^^Jb>  j*-^^*>*  jM  —  m/Lj    '  ^      —     - '  ■        -  ■ '  ■  -1  ■■  * 

Bir-attAy  IM^fcyW  kmifledge  of  tfinr  kn. 
^p4(Bt*-iiiiaiif  tOBBeeiei  m  flKnitatiag  the 
c^itive 'If '■OB0'' Dntcfi  end  t^psnnh  TmMfc 
HM  'SHB  Mr  the'  Mfvne  hsd  BUfnrca  hmt  witR  ft 
daWSqolfiPf  b  decoy  oo  tbe  Freceh  ooiM; 
■kl  added,  that  Us  mat  of  sequaintanoe  with 
ArllBgiiagWj  WW  die  00I7  inpediinent  which 
iHAd-fa-ifi  wi^ ;  ae  he  waa  «n  abeolute  fVofcw 
ia'adopdiig  die  ^tginae,  (n  fio-  as  respected 
eJilHuri%)  of  ertrf  Ka-fiuing  nation,  whether 
frioidor  foe. 

Dwyite  of  OtankVcjmfeal  remarks,  the  births 
at  WBM'plaBea,  were  really  tastefully  fitted  vp, 
Thsiir  falJiSB  were  looured  perfectly  wMte,  and 
oK'Hietop  of  each  «ood  a  gn^-kid,  or  fiDall  tobt 
widi  itt  hanfie  and  hoops  brightly  burnished. 

■*  ?br  what  innpose  are  these  P"  asked  Emily* 
potttm^'to  the  tnba> 

**  Thoa^  my  dear  F — those  are  milk-pails,'* 


»M 
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drily  answered  Crank — "  For,  I  euppose,"*  con- 
tinued be,  turning  to  Burton,  *'  Jack  now  takes 
cream  with  his  iea''--a  sally  which  convulsed 
poor  Tiller  with  a  loud  roar  of  laughter,  and 
drenched  his  only  eye  with  a  salt  effusion  of 
delight. 

Proceeding  oft  to  the  marines'  btrlhs,  the  ladies' 
sensibilities  were  doomed  again  to  be  shocked, 
by  the  loud  and  petulant  inquiry  of  the  veteran 
on  perceiving  a  line  of  huge  boxe^i,  drawn  up 
on  either  side  of  the  mes^lahles. 

"  Holloa  ! — holloa ! — What  have  we  here  ? — 
Are  these  arm  chests  ?" 

"  No,"  replied  Hasty,  with  a  amtle;  "these 
are  the  midthrpmai's  chests." 

•' Midsh'ipmen's  chesU  ? — midshipmen's  fiddle- 
sticks," cried  Crank,  his  eyes  flashing  with 
indignation.  "Why,  dnmn  it,  Sir,  each  is  ns 
big  OS  a  jolly-boat — I  know  wtirn  /  was  a 
young  gentleman,  I  thought  myself  in  high  luck 
to  gel  hold  of  a  purser's  candle-box  lo  pack  up 
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ti^ traps.  But  I  s£e  how  it  is,"  said  he,  shaking 
bis  lie*d,  and  leaving  hia  uaual  tluleful  predie* 
tioo  uafintshed. 

Contrasted  with  the  dark,  dirty  holes,  <eii- 
closed  with  greasy  hanging  sereois,  in  wliicli 
young  gentlemen  of  Crank's  day  were  dofnnetl 
to  domicile  ;  the  *  mtilshipman  s  l»rtb'  of  the 
Spitfire,  presented  an  orderly  and  cleanly  ap- 
pearance. A  rich  mounted  glass  lamp,  sus- 
pended from  the  beam;!,  gave  light  to  the  cabin. 
The  pannels  of  the  bulkheads  were  tastefully  or- 
namented with  stars,  composed  of  d'lrka,  sivords 
crossed,  and  other  weapons  of  war.  No  doctor's 
'medicine  chest,'  covered  «ith  a  dirty  hammock, 
or  piece  of  greasy  canvas,  was  sutfured  to  usurp 
t|ie  name  or  offices  of  a  uiess-tablc.  Here,  to 
Crank's  suiprise,  were  seen  no  broken  teaniups 
strewed  about;  no  cracked  mustard-pots,  black 
Jacks,  or  battered  tin  tureens;  which  last  in  hh 
ilij,  eoeumbered  the  tabic  at  all  hours,  and 
servedt  as  occasion  required,  the  double  purpose 
of  containing  grog  or  'serving  out  soup.'     All 


tsfpeuMfi  deUi,  hdA  mtsttgeA  with  a  doe  Kgard 
tffTMatatn  nd  omsfart.  A  good-  oik  taUe, 
MnNd  with  K  gRen  cloth,  oceopfed  the  e«fltr«' 
ofilba  Uttiit  «n  whtdi  Uy  «  ftfw  «^  boinid 
bDolis,'  wboM  thks  r«flcctcd  cicdit  <hi   the 


- 'foving  now  completed  thor  tnipeetiDD,  the 
pvtjr  appeMred  on  deck,  pnpuftterf  to  lemog 
Ub  'sbi{t^^Peodiiig  the  opentiaii  of  *  hniliag 
iSf,^:*ai  ^  BHuming '  the  veteran's  beat,  Cnmk 
hmi  4mm  the  eaptain  Hade  to  the  taff^l, 
wb«e  be  detained  and  held  Mm  flnnly  with  his 
taA  Mta ;  whilst,  from  the  vehemence  of  histnaB- 
MT  Htd  the  BWay  of  his  right,  Whi<^  nstmbled 
dut  of  a  boatswain's  mate  in  the  act  of  flo^ag 
an  oAnder,  it  strw^  BurtoD,  that  tb^  i^  gen- 
tleman was  occupied  in  the  very  dHBcolt  ttalt  of 
cooTindog  tlus  stubborn  apoatle  of  tb«  new 
school,  that  bis  system  was  erroneous ;  hie  regu- 
latkns  imperfect ;  and  bis  notiMn  of  discipline 
£d-  too  lenient  for  the  serTice.~-The  blood  at 
length  rose  in  the  old  gentleman's  face ;  his  eyes 
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AfA  fire:  -with  his  riglu  hand  raised  aloft  iami, 
and  Blanding  on  tiptoe,  through  intense  energy, 
be  appeared  to  be  concludlDg  his  arguments,  as 
clearly  as  action  could  convey  his  sentimeats, 
(tar  no  sound  reached  Burton's  ear;)  with  an 
assurance,  that  nothing  short  of  giving  half  the 
crew  '  three  dozen'  a  piece,  every  morning 
before  breakfast,  deserve  it  or  not,  cotild 
ensure  good  discipline  on  board  a  king's  ship, 
or  render  his  authority  respected. — The  good 
humoured  commander,  now  released  from  his 
grasp,  laughed  heartily,  whilst  he  shook  Crank 
very  cordially  by  the  hand,  as  if  to  atone  for  his 
qbetinacy  in  error ;  and  the  old  gentleman 
hurried  to  rejoin  his  party  (who  were  by  this 
lime  all  embarked),  and  departed  in  a  state  of 
excitement  impossible  to  be  conceived. 


4 


'4lgn  t(tl   i  *': 

kitilqiMib  Id     < 
to  boold -jri'l  —  : 


Icu(t-n 
'  cooiifl) 

ui$ttf^  liU  wb  ni earn  djy;*! 
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n*  votU  U  foil  o(  tbvxge  ricuitodea, 
A&d  hfre  wm  pqe  circcJinplj-  unpleiMnl. 


Is  the  evening  of  the  subsequent  day  the 
repose  of  the  cottage  wu  invaded  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  unexpected  guesl.  Whether  it 
was  to  be  attributed  to  the  increased  attention 
pud  by  tlic  surgeon  of  the  ship  to  hts  patient, 
at  his  camo^it  ivqucst ;  and  the  more  frequent 
apfilitation  of  a  potent  embrocation  ;  or  to  causes 
pnr^j  natural  and  unconnected  m(h  medical 
dcitl,  certain  it  is  that  Captain  Suunch  had  so 
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rapidly,  since  Emily's  visit  afloat,  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  his  lale  accident,  that  he  was 
enabled,  after  cautiously  abstaining  from  any 
unnecessary  exercise  of  the  iimb  for  near  thirty 
hours,  to  draw  his  Spanish  leather  boots  once 
more  cm  both  legs,  and  direct  the  gig  to  be 
manoed  to  put  him  on  shore,  for  the  first  lime 
Eince  hiR  arrival  in  harbour. — A  very  short  time 
elapsed  before  he  presented  himself  to  the  family 
at  Camperdown  Cottage,  where  he  was  received 
with  unafi'ectcd  cordiality  by  Crank,  who,  in  the 
true  spirit  of  old  fashioned,  or  what  the  haut 
ton  would  call  plebeian  hospitality,  produced 
his  best  bottle  as  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  his 
welcome. 

It  must  not  he  presumed  this  was  a  visit  of 
mere  ceremony. — Already  preparations  had  been 
commenced  by  Captain  Staunch  to  fuIHl  bis 
pledge  to  Emily,  as  to  the  marine  ball ;  and  be- 
fore a  second  glass  had  been  despatched,  the 
captain  made  a  lender  of  his  credentials  to  the 
ladies  in  the  form  of  cards  of  invitation  to  each, 
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■  with  a  nunber  of  odien  in  blank; 
wimk  he  icquctfad  thejr  would  611  up  with  the 
OHKi  of  mcfa  fneadM  ai  they  would  have  in- 
vilad,  bad  die  meny  neeling  been  at  tfaor 
own  haul— By  a  wngalar  OMnddcoce,  whidi 
did  mat.  cacape  the  ootioe  i^  Emily,  the  di^>r»> 
pvticB  betwem  the  Dumber  of  cards  requestii^ 
iha  honour  of  ktr  oompaoy,  and  those  scJiauiig 
thehononr  at  kit  company,  wc9«  pretty  itearly,  as 
Mia.  Craak  '  Uk«u%'  obaerrcd,  u  the  ratio  of 
the  ureatCT  number  of  fan^es  born  to  that 
of  male^  aooonlin^  to  the  opaiion  prevalent 
amaogtt  modern  philoscqtbcrs. 

The  captain  apcdopzed  Ibr  the  <Bqiarity,  tm 
tbe  plea  that  all  his  officers  and  young  gentle- 
meo  would,  but  for  tlus  precaution,  be  perbtqw 
oondenuied  to  tbe  ^te  of  Tantalus,  abould  the 
ladies  1^  aoddat  pve£»  their  own  nri^bfflirs 


Emily  pnaumed  to  hint,  that  as  tbe  ladies  of 
hv  acquHBtaMe  9tn^  for  roral  nymfih^  suf- 
6eiat  judges  of  etiquette  to  know  that  sadi 
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a  Mgfect  would  appear  both  ungracious  and 
ungratefui,  there  was  every-  probability  that  his 
suspicions  were  unfounded, 

Whilal  the  captain  endeavoured  lo  interest 
tbe  ladies  ia  the  fate  of  his  young  fneitds  on 
board,  su  that  they  mifrht  not  be  disappointed 
of  partnerf^  Crank  seemed  lost  in  thought ;  but, 
ID  a  minute  after,  bri^tened  up,  and  roared 
aloud  with  delight — 

"I^t  me  alone — I  have  it  — I  have  it — no 
danger,  but  the  craft  shall  be  mann'd." 

"  Mann'd  l"  said  Emily,  "  the  difficulty  seems 
to  be  quite  the  other  way,  uncle." 

**  Difficulty,  my  dear,"  said  he,  "none  in 
tbe  world.— Mann'd  she  shall  be — for  sooner 
than  there  should  be  a  want  of  hands,  111  make 
one  of  the  gang  to  board  Miss  Monitor's  semi- 
nary, aad  press  all  the  ablisbodied  school-g^rla 
into  the  ser^'ice." 

At  this  unexpected  sally  on  the  part  of  the 
veteran,  who  had  never  previously  been  sus- 
pected of  any  daring  acts  of  gallantry,  except  in 
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ifae  face  of  the  enetoj,  the  whole  pftrty  joined  in 
laughter. 

Emily  assured  her  uncle,  that  she  vould  use 
all  her  influence  with  her  friends  to  prerent  the 
necessity  of  proceeding  to  such  Klarming  extre- 
mities ;  whilst  the  captain  was  too  strict  a  disd- 
plinarian  not  to  remind  the  old  gentleman  thst 
an  Admiralty  warrant,  backed  by  the  mayor  of 
the  port,  would  be  necessary  to  authorize  so  hot 
•  press  on  that  station. 

The  time  was  agreeably  spent  in  badmage  of 
tfiis  sort,  until  tea  was  announced.  The  matron's 
manner  towards  Staunch  during  tlie  evening, 
sufficiently  proved  that  it  was  only  necessary  he 
should  oAener  aviul  himself  of  the  hospitalily  of 
Camperdown  Cottage  to  establish  himself,  with 
M  least  ewe  individual  of  the  family,  a  decided 
favourite.  Emily  displayed  her  obedience  to  her 
mother's  commands  and  the  captain's  wishes,  by 
pR-forming  a  concerto  on  the  piano,  with  >o  much 
spirit  and  execution,  that  whilst  he  complimented 
her  on  her  acquirement,  he  could  not  refrain 
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fbnned  bjr  the  fiubionables  at  Dartmmik,  when 
thaold  captun's  b«U  rang  a  corresponding  alarm 
(81  the  droway  ear  of  his  poor  factotum.  Tillo- 
was  as  btoyas  an  unconscious  b^ng  could  be, 
in  recruiting  nature,  and  repairing  the  conse- 
quentes  of  last  night's  indulgence  in  good  t^eer, 
bj  a  long  nap ;  and  if  it  be  fair  to  argue  from  his 
total  indifierence  to  his  own  loud  snoring,  would 
have  continued  whelmed  in  deep  and  drowsy 
alecp,  if  even  summoned  by  the  boatswain's  shrill 
whistle,  or  the  yet  louder  alarm  of  a  thirty-two 
pound  oarronade  fired  on  the  same  deck  ;  had  he 
not  been  roused  to  duty  by  the  insinuation  of 
the  elbow  of  his  old  rib  amongst  those  of  his  left 
aide.     Inevidentill-humour,  he  growled  out — 

**  Avast  there,  Misses — what's  in  the  wind 
now,  BetP" 

Bang  made  acquainted  with  the  fiiot  that  his 
master's  bell  had  twice  rung,  he  rose  slowly, 
rubbed  the  rheum  out  of  his  solitary  eye,  and 
huddling  on  some  of  his  clothes,  r^iured  to  his 
master's  bed«de. 
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•*  This  is — sad — sad  work — Thomas  I"  said 
the  veteran,  pumping  out  his  words  under  a 
parosysra  of  pain,  as  Tiller  approached  the 
clews  of  his  cot — for  Crank  would  have  coi 
dered  it  an  indignity  to  have  been  stowed 
away  in  a  lubberiy  four-post  bed,  "  I'm 
adly — sadly  afraid — oh  .' — bless  me  I  What 
a  twitch  that  was—"  groaned  the  old  gei^ 
tleman — "  I  beUeve  I  did — did  take  a  liltfe 
too  much — "  exercise,  he  would  have  said,  but  his 
words  were  cut  short  by  a  groan ;  and  Tiller  was 
allowed  the  privilege  of  mentally  concluding  it, 
as  he  thought  most  consonant  to  truth ;  mutter- 
ing, in  an  under  tone,  aside — 

"  I  know  if  ^»  didn't,  somebody  else  did." 
"  No,  no,  Thomas,"  continued  the  afflicted 
patient, — "  I'm  not  quite  in  trim — in  trim  for 
ihb  trip  afloat — I  fear — fear  they'll  have  a  wet 
day  of  it." 

"  1  don't  know,  Sir — it's  dry  enough  now — 
though,  I  beUeve,  some  on  'em  had  a  preciou 
wet  night  of  it." 
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^  Well,  to  I  thought,  for  I  can't  tell  how  else 
to  aeoount  fir  tbii  infernal  attadc-— curse  it,  I 
don't  know— wliicb  aehes  moit^-my  head  or  my 
leet-^I  aoppoM,  Thomas,  the  glasc  is  rather 
-^Heather  km  this  morning  ?'* 

<«  Low,  Sir !"  said  TiUer,  shaking  his  head, 
perfectly  unconscious  that  Crank  was  alluding 
to  the  state  of  the  barometer,  which  had  been 
hitoly  presented  to  his  master  by  Burton-^^*  I 
know  it's  lowir  nor  hougtU  to  be — I  doesn't  lika 
sever  to  lay  it  to  no  one-*'kase  I  never  seed  the 
old  woman  the  worse  for  licker  in  my  life — 
but  ■■  ■■  '^ 

<<  But  what  ? — ^Wbere  the  devil  are  yoa 
flying  to  now  ?''  interrupted  the  invalid — ^^  why, 
man^  it's  the  «peaA^«gIass  I  mean." 

*<  Oh  !  I  axes  your  pardon.  Sir ;  I  thought 
'twas  confaming  the  bottle  &  rum  that  was 
missing  last  night  at  supper.** 

*•  D— — n  the  nun -~I  want  to  know  how  the 
waadier  is.-«-Is  the  wind  in  a  dry  quarter  f** 

*^  Wind  .^— bless  your  heart.  Sir,  there^s  not 


M 


.  a.*  ^.  te. 

<* Wen,  Iwt  hav dnife ^ ^ r" 
»Lonl,Sk— k's  JM  ib  a  ■«  ly  Ac 

the  world,  Kkc  tW  pM  kK  o  jw  haw^ 


•^  Ah,  Thomas  T  aid  Owk,  fe««^  a  knj 
■gb,  ^  that's  alw^i  the  vaj  vkh  ae — «Wa 
time's  aBj  Uiiqg  plcMiat  gmg  «■,  I'a  alwxp 

M  tar  iu-O ■  i^  M  dc  Uth  of  Aped,*  I 

was  the  first  fellow  u>  get  this  Bfataai  gaA  ■■ 
the  cheek. — But  never  mind,  TTiiw  ai  imwi 
take  things  as  thejr  arc — If  it  eames  to  the 
wocat — you  fihaU  take — take  diai^  of  the 
woiiieo  afloat ;"  fur  Crank  diadaine«i  the  idea  tJ 
allowing  any  other  boat  than  bu  own  to  coavey 
his  family  on  boan}. 

"But  minii,"  continued  he,  "don't— don't 
let  the  tiller  out  o'  your  hand — dangerous  to 


^ 


*  iUidney'i  ■clioD. 
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trust  it  to  a  woman,  in  a  ddeVway : — and,  ob- 
aerre — be  particular,  and  point  out  every  thing 
afloat,  they  don't  undentand, — ^jusl  in  the  eame 
way  I  would  myself." 

"No  fear.  Sir, — 111  make  it  as  pleasant  to 
the  ladies,  as  if  you  were  there  yourself.  But, 
I  hope,  Sir,  you'll  be  another  man  after  break- 
fast." 

"  No,  no,  Thomas :  I  sadly  fear  Pm  in  for  a 
week's  spell  of  it— boweyer — give  me  my  traps. 
and  help  me  to  rig — I'll  make  for  the  sitting, 
room,  before  I  get  worse — for  if  1  must  be  on 
mj  beam-ends — I  may  as  well  be  hove  down  in 
one  place  as  another. 

Tiller  had  already  assisted  bis  crip]»led  mas- 
ter to  hi*  usual  station  at  his  favourite  window, 
which  might  be  very  properly  called  his  ohser- 
VJitory,  where  he  received  copious  directions 
from  Crank,  "  to  have  the  yawl  in  crack  order ; 
the  cushions  of  the  seats,  beat  and  bru.«hcd,  and 
the  crew  cleanly  shaved  and  riggetl,  ready  lo 
muster  by  seven  bells ;  as  be  intended  lo  over- 
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hsul  aD  hands,  men  and  women,  before  they 
embarked." 

Meanwhile,  preparations  had  been  making 
on  board,  for  "  rigging  out  the  bail-room."  Ere 
dawn  of  day,  parties  were  dispatched  on  shore 
to  procure  laurels  and  evergreens  of  every  de> 
wription;  and  despite  of  strict  injunctions  to  the 
contrary,  many  depredations  were  committed  by 
these  marine  marauders,  amongst  the  neigh- 
bouring shrubberies. 

The  decks  underwent  an  extraordinary  clean- 
ing and  grinding,  and  even  waler  had  been 
heated  in  the  coppers  fur  the  occasion.  The 
capstan,  like  other  useless  tugs,  was  '*  un- 
shipped," turned  off  the  quarter-deck,  and 
placed  before  the  mast.  Every  officer  in  tlie  ship 
was  busy;  and,indeed,  far  too  busy,  for  llasty's 
peace  of  mind,  in  directing  the  decorutions  and 
devising  suitable  emblems,  to  bo  chalked  upon 
the  deck — nor  was  the  subject  unattended  with 
dispute.  The  master  proposed  a  dragon,  spitting 
fire  through  a  speaking  trumpet,  as  emblematic  of 
M  3 


the  ah)p*a  tuune.  Hasty  thought  it  a  privateCT- 
like  idea,  and  that  od  board  a  king's  ship,  no- 
thing oould  look  posnbly  better  than  the  Crown 
tnd  Andiw.  The  purser  agreed  (as  he  always 
did,  light  or  wrong)  with  the  first  lieutenant, 
and  thanked  his  stars  "  'twas  a  day-light  danoe ;" 
adding,  with  the  mr  of  a  man  who  thought  he 
was  saying  a  good  thing,  "  If  the  lady  pa> 
trooeiB  be  the  taint  they  say,  and  as  fond  of  a 
blaze  about  her,  aa  those  of  the  Hotnish  per. 
suasion,  by  Geoi^,  she'd  break  me  in  candUs.'" 
Burton,  who  had  undertakeu  the  part  of 
draughtaman  and  deagner-general,  was  alone 
silent;  and  heedless  of  his  brother  officer's  inco- 
herent obeervatiooe,  proceeded  in  his  task,  and 
completed,  in  different  coloured  chalks,  various 
classic,  and  happily  conceived  devices,  on  dif- 
ftrent  parts  of  the  deck.  In  order  to  make 
locHn  upon  deck,  the  carronadee  were  run  close 
out  to  the  ship's  side,  whilst  their  slides  were 
turned  fore-and>aft,  on  each  of  which  was  fdaccd 
a  **  spare  purser's  bed,"  neatly  concealed  by  a 
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tMintin  6agi  thtu  coovertuig  tJte  cumbroiu  bed 
of  this,  rude-ibroated  engine  of  wv,  to  tbe  pur- 
poees  of  voluptuous  reposea  or  leDder  rfaniiMifc 

The  awaing  overhead,  wia  to  dii|iOMd  M 
to  assume  the  form  of  ft  hmdaome  oum^j,  and 
was  splendidly  decorated  with  the  Spanish  eiK 
mgPf  on  the  yellow  ground  of  whicb^  a  rampant 
scarlet  lion,  flanked  on  either  ude  by  tall  castk^ 
formed  the  emblaxonry  of  proud  Castiliaa 
monarchs. 

Spare  sails  attached  to  tbe  outer  extremities 
gf  tbe  awning  overhead,  aad  laced  lightly  below, 
served  to  screen  in  the  shrouds.  These  sub- 
stitutes for  decorated  walls,  were  tastefully  hung 
round  with  many-coloured  flagSj  and  relieved 
by  festoons  of  flowers  and  sprigs  of  laurel. — Like 
a  large  prop  or  pillar,  supporting  the  ceiling, 
the  main-must,  from  the  awning  down  to  the 
deck,  was  dressed  in  evergreens,  interspersed 
with  red  and  white  roses :  the  whole  scene  pre* 
tenting  a  most  picturesque  coup  ilteU. 

It  was  naw  seven  bells,  that  is  to  say,  I»lf- 
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past  eleven  in  the  morning,  nhen,  according  to 
Crank's  directions,  Tiller  exhibited  the  boaCs 
crew,  t,wbo  by  the  bye,  were  all  fishermen  of  the 
place)  clad  in  blue  jackets,  white  trowsers,  and 
red  waistcoats.'  After  a  close  inspection,  and 
a  lecture  from  their  master  to  abstain  from 
Bfurits,  the  boatmen  were  dismissed,  and  desired 
to  awmt  the  arriTal  of  Tiller  and  ihe  ladies  on 
the  beach. 

Crank,  who  knew  as  well  bb  most  people,  the 
value  of  tide,  if  not  of  tiine,  now  became  exces- 
nrelj  fidgetty  and  impatient,  at,  as  he  thought, 
the  unnecessary  delay  of  the  ladies  at  their  toi~ 
Jette.  Nor  did  his  impatience  altogether  pro- 
ceed from  caprice.  He  knew  his  sister  was 
deputed  to  act  as  lady  patroness,  afioat,  and 
therefore  was  anxious  she  should  be  on  board 

*  Hw  TcnenUe  chief  niogutnte  of  n'eitnuniter,  appMn, 
ID  idecliag  die  eosCnnie  of  fail  cmr,  or,  m  they  ue  termed 
by  tke  "  Fmiuy,"  the  ■■  nabbing  Rtdbreailt,"  tO  hftTC  idopUd 
the  putioUbe*  of  the  old  ichool  of  Mimen,  nbow  ships'  com- 
pSDJet,  on  ell  oetitioiu  w«re,  irith  (he  exception  of  the  imDow 
Uili,  accoutred  like  Ihew  bhit-birdt  offcttage  tti  the  preicDt 
dif. 
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in  time  to  prepare  for  the  reception  of  her 
female  friends.  He  tiad  already,  in  vain,  im- 
plored  her  to  hurry  ;  when  at  last  perceiving 
that  the  tide  had  turned,  and  likely  to  make 
ttrongly  against  the  ladies,  before  their  toilette 
was  completed,  he  rang  his  bell  in  a  rage, 
and  desired  the  servant  who  answered  it,  to  give 
his  "compliments  to  the  ladies,  and  tell  them 
that  if  they  didn't  bear-a-hand,  and  rig,  he 
should  instantly  dispatch  Tiller  on  board,  to 
decline  the  party  altogothL-r,  particularly  as  he 
was  himself  ao  great  an  invalid." 

This  peremptory  message  had  the  desired 
effect.  Emily  aware  of  her  uncle's  capricious- 
neas,  particularly  when  suffering  from  gout,  now 
hastened  to  the  drawing-room. 

"Come!"  said  Crank,  as  she  entered  the 
room  all  gakti  de  c<Eur~^*  wherc's  your  tnotherP 
— Why  Id  heave  a  three-decker  down  in  one 
half  the  time  you've  taken  to  rig." 

Mrs.  Crank  now  followed  her  daughter. 

"Oh,    there  you   are— are  you? — Well,   I 
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knew  how  it  would  be — knew  you'd  dawdle 
away  yoar  time  till  you'd  loae  your  tide! — 
Howerer,  let's  aee  how  you  turn  out— come, 
toe-a-line  the  pair  o'  you — for  I  mean  to  have  a 
leglar  overhaul  o'  your  rig^og  before  you  start 
tack  or  sheeu" 

To  keep  the  old  gentleman  in  good  humour^ 
particularly  as  be  appeared  now  to  have  a  little 
respite  of  pain,  Emily  motioned  to  her  mother 
to  obey  orders ;  when,  both  advancing  together 
in  front  of  our  arbiter  of  taste,  and  Emily,  dis- 
engaging from  ho*  shoulders  a  long  silk  lavender 
coloured  scarf.  Crank  exclaimed — 

*'  Ton  my  word.  Miss  Emily,  you're  braced 
up  sharp  enough  for  a  chase  on  a  wind — why> 
child,  you've  a  waist  like  a  wasp — but  I  suppose 
you  intend  leaving  your  tiiag  behind. — Had 
you  there,  eh? — Come,  come,"  continued  he, 
as  he  locked  down  at  her  feet — "  you  must 
really  shake  another  reef  out — you  show  too 
mudi  daylight  under   the    foot  o'  your  fore- 
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Possibly  Emily  might  have  proiitted  by  her 
uncle's  advice,  but  she  was  n  j^rl  far  tog  well 
utisfied  witli  her  own  taste,  ever  to  be,  in  any 
way,  guided  by  his. 

We  have  already  said  she  was  ambitious; 
and  this  feeling  is  never  more  legitimately  dis- 
played in  a  female,  than  when  it  exhausts  its, 
often  dangeruus,  excitement  in  an  innocent  desire 
to  excel  others  in  the  suitableness  of  attire— so 
far  the  mode  prevailed  with  her.  Perhaps  her 
anxiety  for  display  went  a  httle  farther — though 
she  was  not,  certainly,  one  of  those  enthusiasts  in 
the  worship  of  tlie  fickle  goddess,  Fashion  ; 
who,  in  their  eagerness  to  appear  in  the  height 
of  the  mode,  do  not  itesitate  to  adopt  the  most 
culpable,  and  sometimes  ludicrous  excesses;  so 
tliat,  if  long  waists  are  revived,  they  are  sure  to 
out-waist  the  young  ladies  in  the  days  of  good 
Queen  Bess;  or,  if  the  nether  garments  of  the 
■ex  be  "curtailed  of  their  fair  proportions,^' 
ihey  are  almost  sure  to  rival  the  Bavarian 
brevity  of  Liston's  petticoats  in  his  broom-girl's 
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dieo. — Of  none  of  these  enormities,  or  tnonstro- 
aitieB,  was  she  guilty ;  yet  still  she  knew  few  had 
a  handsonaer  foot  and  ankle;  and  it  is  not, 
therefore,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  she  was  de- 
tonuned  they  should  be  seen. 
•    The  matron  wan  the  next  to  pass  muster. 

"CtHD^  old  lady,"  said  Crank — "  heave 
«bout  till  I  take  a-atem  view  of  you." 

No  sooner  had  his  sister  turned  round,  than 
Crank,  winking  at  his  niece,  jocosely  observed, 

"  Some  of  us  loom  very  large  abaft — one 
would  think  we  were  gtung  on  a  smuggling  trip. 
— I  know,  for  my  part,  I  shouldn't  like  to  veiu 

tuie  near  a  man-o^-war  carrying  a  false " 

here  he  stopped  short.  "  But  never  mind,"  he 
continued  —  "if  the  master  a't^arms  doesn't 
make  a  search  fur  spirits — there's  no  snakes  in 
Virginia." 

The  indignant  matron  now  bristled  up,  and 
observed,  that  "  If  she  was  the  subject  of  any 
vulgar  allusion,  it  was  luckily  lost  upon  her — for 
that  she  could  never  comprehend  his  vile  techni- 


FATAL    FESTIVITIES. 


357 


cslities. — Indeed,"  added  she, "  from  the  moaner 
in  which  we  have  been  so  rudely  hurried  lo 
embark,  I  could  not  have  imagined  there  could 
have  been  any  time  spared  for  Kuch  silly  banter." 

"Time!"  said  the  veteran, — "there's  time 
BOW  for  any  thing,  since  you've  lost  your  tide— 
and,  moreover,  there's  time,  too,  for  closer  io. 
spectioQ — for,  unless  my  eyes  deceive  me  veiy 
much  indeed,  you  sport  an  extraordinary  flush 
in  your  face." 

"Are  we  going  on  board,  or  not,  Captain 
Crank  F"  said  the  matron,  indignantly;  at  the 
same  time  endeavouring  to  blink  her  brother's 
insinuation. — "  Because,  if  (re  be,  it  is  full  time 
to  send  to  Mister  Senna." 

"  Mister  Senna  ! — Mister  Senna's  not  going 
with  you  at  all — if  I  can't  go,  nobody,  I  pro- 
mise you,  shall  occupy  my  place  in  the  stem 
sheets. — Thomas  will  take  good  care  of  you, 
and  lie's  already  received  h'm  instructions. — But, 
I  say,"  added  he,  in  a  jocular  tone — "  tell  me 
candidly,  before  you  start— havVt  you? — now,  I 
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don't  vaot  to  make  you  blush  deq>et — haT'D''t 
youbwll — you  know  what  I  mean — had — re- 
ooum  to — recoune  to  «Iap*  on  your  cheek." 

*'A  slap  on  my  dieek  I — why,  what  put  that 
in  your  head  ?"  asked  the  matron,  with  a  sneer. 

"  Well,  to  be  more  explicit,  hav'n't  you  been 
tickUng  your  face  with  the  hare's  foot  P" 

"  Really,  I  don't  compreliend  you." 

"  Well,  then,  nnce  you  are  determined  not  to 
understand  ^ther  'oblique,'  or  'traverse  ami- 
iagj — in  plain,  downright  Eo^isb,  hav'n't  you 
been  daubing  your  face  with  rouge  ?" 

'<  Upon  my  word.  Mister  Crank,  or  Commo- 
dore, aa  foola  say,  to  please  you,*"  said  the  pioui 
matron,  ruffled  that  either  her  precepts  or 
pncticea  should  be  su^Mcted,  "  Your  remarlis. 
Sir — and  before  your  niece,  too,  ace  iosufieraUy 
groM." 

Thinking  maUers  were  gung  a  little  too  far, 
Emily  interpooed,  and  said,  "  Really,  uncle,  I 

*  Thii  It  «  proriDciil  term,  confined  to  the  toMlidee  of 
gnBjpport,  Oo^ort,  MdDock. 
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thoaght  niimma  never  looked  better ;  and  if  eba 
has  put  OD  a  Icelle  rouge,  I'm  sure  it's  very  b^ 
oooting. — Now  come,  uncle,  sans  badinage — in 
your  bean,  don't  you  think  so  youreelf  P" 

"  I'D  tell  you  what  I  think  in  my  heart — I 
tbink  far  worse  of  a  woman  that  plabters  her 
face  with  paint,  than  I  do  of  a  pirate — for  if 
Goe  captures  you  under  false  colours,  he  doea 
it  at  the  risk  of  his  life ; — he  knows  he'il  be 
hanged  if  he's  taken; — whilst  the  other,  who 
entraps  a  poor  fellow  with  dirty  brick  dust,  not 
only  escapes  unpunished,  but  claps  the  noose  on 
the  neck  of  the  innocent  party. — And  now  that 
IVe  told  what  I  thinJc,  shall  1  tvU  you  what  I 
tnoKt" 

"  What,  Sir  ?"  asked  Emily. 

"  Why,  that  hypocrisy  isn't  easier  discovered 
than  paint  !"• 

The  detection  of  this  attempt  to  heighten  the 

*  A  wi;ly  French  author  defines  paint,  as  a  "  composition 
which  baa  the  property  of  mikinif  old  women  *  liltle  niori' 
tglj,  uu)  ]roung  wouiea  b  )itUc  lets  hunlMmo." 
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attnictioDs,  excited  naturally  enough, 
wlio  piqued  hersdf  on  the  supe- 
rior poiitj  of  her  motives,  ber  ttrongest  di»> 
pkanre;  but  that  the  opportunity  should  be 
—bianil  in  order  to  coonect  this  oomparaUvely 
oAence  with  the  foul  diarge  of  hypocriay^ 
too  mudi  for  the  patience  of  the  ptr^  aa- 
aailed.  The  fire  flashed  from  her  keen,  ezpres- 
abe  cjes^  and  the  blood,  which  mounted  to  her 
oheeka  and  forehead,  soon  attested  the  truth  of 
the  insinuation,  by  the  strong  contrast  exhibited 
bcliicen  the  natural  and  acquired  ooroplexicHi. 

The  sudden  appearance  of  Senna,  who  was 
mm  obsored  approadiing  the  cottage  in  haste, 
fffffiw^t  as  it  wer^  to  act  like  one  of  hb  own 
jedafinef  in  appeasing  the  angry  fedings  of  the 
iiritaled  matron. — The  moment  she  perceived 
him»  At  was  about  to  leave  the  room,  when 
Crank,  anticipating  her  object,  good  humouredly 
reealkd  her,  and  said— 

^  Sae  here«  aster :  upon  second  thoughts  as 
the  doctor  would  only  be  dosing  me  to  death, 
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and  as  you  would  undoubtedly  die  were  he  left 
behind,  I  ihink  you  may  take  him  in  tow  after 
all. — But,  mind  this! — Thomas  has  charge  o' 
the  boat." 

No  sooner  had  Senna  entered  the  room,  tlian 
be  expressed  his  regret  for  his  patient's  attack. — 
He  approached  him  with  professional  concern  id 
his  face,  and  proposed  to  repeat  liis  favourite 
recipe ;  but  Crank  declined  his  advice,  observ- 
ing, that  *'  he  had  no  desire  to  be  dosing  while 
ihe  doctor  was  dancing — all  I  want,"  said  he, 
"  is  now  to  be  left  alone,  and  see  you  all  fairly 
under  weigh." 

In  obedience  to  this  insinuation,  the  party  had 
left  the  room  to  proceed  to  the  beach,  when  a 
loud  hail  from  the  veteran  '  brought  Tiller  to,' 
and  back  to  his  master. 

"  Thomas,"  said  he,  as  his  servant  approached 
him,  "don't  forget  what  I  told  you  in  the  morn- 
ing — and,  above  all  things,  mind,  that  you,  and 
tfou  alone,  have  charge  o'  the  boat ; — and  here 
— before  you  go,  just  bend  on  a  leading  line 
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from  my  chair  to  the  bell-rope — for,  you  see,  in 
this  pondon,  I  shall  never  be  able  to  reach 
h;  and  I  feel  as  if  it  would  now  require 
a  good  gun-tackle  purchase  to  raise  me  on  my 
piM." 

'niomafl  bad  not  long  left  faia  uuster,  with 
the  oomfoTlable  anurance  that  he  would  strictly 
CMBply  with  his  orders,  ere  the  botU  was 
obwrved  shoving  off  from  the  shore.  As 
Cttnk  had  foreseen  it,  the  tide  was  dow  making 
atroD^y  against  them  :  and,  indeed,  as  if  decreed 
by  the  Fates,  it  became  manifest  to  the  party, 
that  they  were  doomed  for  *  a  long  pull^a 
aUoigpuU' — though,  pei^a^  not  'a pull  alto- 
gether. 

The  system  of  Pythagoras  enjoined,  as  a 
ptobatitm  to  those  starting  for  the  philosophic 
goal,  ■  silence  of  seven  years.  The  bint  wu 
too  good  to  be  lost  on  the  family  of  Mi^r 
StiBj  who  all  seem  PythagoreaDS  by  birth,  and 
iHiethar   in   a  coieeJioi»e,    or  •  itag»«oacb. 
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a  probaUMisrj  tacitumit;  is  imposed,  as  both 
oofflfortable  and  pleasant.  If  the  joumeT  be 
long,  he  preserves,  for  the  first  four  houn,  a 
sullen  silence — some  have  been  known  to  hare 
a  predilection  for  a  still  longer  period  of  tacitar> 
ntty.  On  all  hands,  it  would  appear  that  a 
somewhat  similar  estimate  should  be  made  of 
the  spirit  of  social  independence,  which  ought 
to  characterize  ercry  Eag^ish  cotapofftum  de 
vcya^:  or,  to  be  more  blunt— that  it  is  symp- 
tomatic of  liberty  and  free-bom  Bullish  de- 
meanour, that  companions  on  a  jcurney  should 
hold  no  intercourse ;  until  they  have  entirely 
exhausted  the  science  of  conjecture,  in  deve- 
loping, from  their  motiwiless  features,  the  pro. 
feesion,  wealth,  or  consequence,  of  each  mute 
fellow  traveller. 

Though  their  motives,  as  well  as  the  element 
on  which  they  moved,  were  perfectly  dissimilar, 
yet  it  would  appear  that  Mrs.  Crank's  puty 
had  acted  strictly  in  accordance  with  this 
principle,  during  the  tedious  half  hour   which 
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had  alreadjr  elapsed   since   embarking   in   the 

^h 

The  reader  of  tomance  may  imagine  that  the 
StUIness  of  the  scene,  had  throvn  the  rein  oq 
the  neck  of  contemplatioo ;  or  that  the  varied 
and  '  thick  coming  fancies'  of  the  mind,  flowed 
iq  corresponding  exuberance  with  the  waters  of 
the  ffllent  and  rapid  tide  with  which  the  boat's 
crew  contended.  Bat  no,  reflections  are  oftener 
suggeated  by  the  common-place  incidents  of  life 
than  by  romance,  however  highly  wrought. 
The  unlucky  allusion  of  her  brother  to  her 
t<nlette  and  principles,  before  setting  out,  stilt 
furnished  the  matron  with  abundant,  though 
far  from  palatable  food  for  reflection.  Emily 
vaa  immersed  in  anticipations  of  dispUiy ;  and  as 
for  the  doctor,  from  the  lowering  gravity  of  his 
deportment,  it  might  have  been  suspected  he 
waa,  or  affected  to  be,  absorbed,  as  a  certain 
barrister  of  the  Emerald  Isle  would  say,  in  a 
■yllo^stic  series  of  sueotific  solutions. 

Although,    to  avoid   contending    with   the 
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stream.  Tiller  h^  kept  ilie  brat  dam  alrag  ifce 
border  of  tbe  Aon,  jet  tatk  w«  the  ttivaglb 
of  the  tid^  tint  ifae  crew  had  expcnHwed  » 

tiresome  tug  on  their  ons,  ere  be  ooold  vmttuc 

to  shape  a  course  in  a  UtenI  or  *  hikw^  dme- 
lioa  ahead  of  the  ihtp. 

Emily,  who  had  been  eagcriy  vstching  the 
|Ht>gre&5  of  the  host,  rdcc  TillcT  had  altered 
her  course,  was  now  the  first  to  break  alence. 
"  Oh,  my  r  said  she,  suddenly  darting  ber  bright 
beaming  eyes  on  the  surface  of  the  flowing 
tide.  "  What's  that  black -look  iog  thing  on  the 
water  ?" 

"  That  there,  Miss  ?"  said  Tiller,  pointing 
to  the  object ;  "  that's  a  nun-huoy.  Miss." 

"  A  n«n-boy !"  exclaimed  Emily,  somewhat 
startled,  at  an  appellative  which  awakened  a 
train  of  thought  in  her  mind,  that  might  perhaps 
have  furnished  a  whole  chapter  to  Hohbes,  or 
Locke  himself,  as  1o  the  strangeness  of  this 
BSSOciatioQ  of  ideas. 

"  You  see,  Ma'am,"  said  Thomas,  touching 
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the  matron  on  the  shoulder,  as  soon  as  he  had  per- 
eeiYcd  she  had  turned  her  head  from  the  object 
which  had  so  suddenly  attracted  her  daughter's 
attention.  <^  You  see,  Ma'am,  he  doesn't  want 
tapping,  he  watches  like  a  dog.'' 

**  We  know  —  we  know,  '*  testily  interrupted 
Mrs.  Crank — *<  we  donH  want  any  further  infor- 
mation on  the  subject. — But,  indeed,^'  added  she, 
inteqn^ng  Tiller's  phraseology  into  a  less 
equivocal  sense,  as  she  mistook  the  word 
•  watches'  for  toashes, — "  you're  just  like  your 
master,  always  more  communicative  on  these  sort 
of  subjects,  than  anxious  to  listen  to  those  which 
might  tend  to  enlighten  your  besotted  mind, 
and  lead  you  from  that  dangerous  darkness, 
under  which  you  so  unfortunately  labour." 

"  Hurrah  in  the  bow — ^Well,  Ma^am,  you 
know  a  man  canH  help  his  misfortunes. — Give 
way.  Bob— But  I  dare  say  lights  or  dark,*'  mut- 
tered Thomas,  not  ^a  little  ruffled  at  an  allusion 
he  considered  personally  directed  at  his  ocular 
defect — *'  light  or  dark,  I  can  see  as  much  with 
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nj  mpi^  tofJif^  as.  you  can  with  your  two 
lagaacWa*  ti^bap(rritrika-<Hittog^er,.boys.^ 

lHn||ait^ii4i^^,-J^^  cpuld  nippiest  her 
kog^itac.fll  .Tilkif p  ^udiopous  parversiQQ  of  her 
iiothd'a  tfloct,  whoLthe  latter  exclaimed — 

^  Ahfjike  laaater  like  man  r 

^  Wl^f  jtM,  MaVun — ^I  fikes  to  do  every  thing 
Kke.the  captain,  and  partickler  when  he  tells  me 
taotdoaohijpselfi — ^What  were  his  first  orders  this 
monung?  'Mind^  Thomas,^  says  he,, — God 
help  the  poorman  in  the  midst  of  all  his  pain ! 
— fty^  when  his  toes  were  tortering  him  worse 
nor  the  nip  of  a  Port  Boyal  land  crab— ^  Mind, 
Toni»*  ss^s  b^— Thomas  I  mean — *  Mind,'  says 
he,  *aiid  pint  out  every  thing  to  the  ladies 
afloat,  juat  in  the  same  sort  o*  way  as  I  would 
nyaelf;'' 

^  WeU,  Vm  sure,  after  all,  mamma,  it  was 
▼eiy  oonsiderate  of  unde,  indeed." 

^  To  be  sore  it  was,  Miss, — and  whereas  t'other 
'sideB  himsdf  would  have  thought  o'  the  same  ^^ 

*  Speetadei. 
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"  Ton  m J  word/'  said  the  matron,  ''  you're 
verylo^uaqoua^  Miattr  Thomast" 

*f  Jiiii!<iQ?"-rnturnfid  TiUer,  unoooficiouB  of 
bar  meiupiag.  •  / 

<*  I  say  you  are  a  'great  deal  too  talkative  for 
your  atatioiu^ 

'<  Station^  Ma^am?^  growled  the  oob^ed 
tar,  stUDg  afresh,  by  a  rebuke  which  he  was  ocm- 
▼ineed  was  unmmted. — **  I  believe  a  maa's 
aaver  more  in  his  station  nor  when  he  obqrs 
orders. — ^Nor  should  I  be  doing  my  duty,  if  I 
didn't  eaqplain,  and  moreover,  in  a  plain  sailing 
wajf  every  question  I*m  axed." 

^  Just  so,"  said  Senna,  who  had. been  hitherto 
siknt;  ^*  but  it  seems  the  ladies  csn  dispose 
with  your  plain  sailing  ways." 

<<  Fve  charge  o'  the  boat.  Sir/'  said  Tiller, 
thinking  to  mlence  the  doctor. 

«  Well,  we  know  all  thai  already^^  snappbhiy 
observed  Mrs.  Crank. 

^  Well,  then,  Ma'am,  when  MissEmity  axes 
me^  what's   that  bl^k-looking   thing  on   the 


water,  would  it  be  right  in  me  to  say,  it  was  the 
snout  of  a  whale,  when  I  knew  to  the  eontrairry 
— and  when  I  knows  there's  no  one  better,  when 
the  captain's  not  by,  nor  myself,  to  pint  out  the 
nature  o'  the  thing  in  its  nat'ral  state.'" 

"  I  really  fear  the  Jbl/ow  has  been  drinking," 
whispered  Mrs.  Crank  to  the  doctor,  "  but, 
indeed  I'll  not  suffer  it ;''  then,  turning  to  Tiller, 
she  exclaimed,  in  an  authoritative  tone,  "  I 
desire  you  desist.  Sir — I  don't  at  all  understand 
your  indulging  in  that  sort  of  language  !" 

"  Why,  what  sort  o'  language  would  you 
have,  Ma'am  f — I  wish  the  captain  was  here — 
but  it  seems,  just  the  same  way  'vith  some  ladies 
as  wme  lubbers,"  said  Thomas,  glancing  a  sig- 
nt6cant  look  at  the  doctor, — "  they  never  leill 
larn  what  they  ought — then,  if  a  body  takes  the 
trouble  to  tell  'em  the  difference  'twixt  a  brace 
and  a  bo(rIin,  or  a  sheep-shank  from  a  shank- 
painter,  or  the  likes  of  that  'ere, — all  the  thanks 
you  get  in  return  is,  '  what  sort  o'  language  is 
thai?'" 
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"  Well,  I  must  say,"  i 
**  Thomas  has  always  erioccLi  ^ 
to  set  us  right  on  profe8sioi>.L.  . 

"  I  hope,  Miss,  you  (loua 
sional  subjects?"  said  faci 
moisliziog  ur. 

**  Look  here,  Miss,  \ 
sense — it's  no  use  taiki' 
mined  to  never  lam  nn 
you  see.  Miss,"  sud  1 
object  on  the  water- 
on  the  likes  of  sdcIi 
larly  brougM  up.^ 

Though  Tiller, 
to  the  Spi^rCf  in 
persona],  yet  it  v 
to  whcoD  it  was  r 

«'  Watch  wft^ 

"  Hold  your 
Mrs.  Crank. 

"Why,  yoi 
gardles8  of  thi. 
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vents  the  craft  getting  foul  o''  one  another — 
having  a  bad  birth,  and  the  likes  o'  such  awk- 
ward and  Jubberly  tricks." 

"  I  declare  the  man's  a  perfect  monster. — I 
deure,  Sir,"  said  the  matron,  addressing  Tiller 
in  an  angry  and  agiuted  tone,  "  that  you  in- 
stantly desist,  and  turn  back  for  the  beach. — 
Do  you  suppose  that  /  can  tolerate  such  talk — 
such  wickedness  on  the  water  P — And  as  for 
you,  Miss, — you  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  your. 
sel£ — But,  indeed,  you're  the  captain's  adopted." 

"  Lord,  ma  ! — what's  the  matter  ?'  ex- 
claimed Emily. — "  Surely  I've  done  nothing  to 
oSend  you  ;  and,  I  declare,  I  think  Thomas  is 
one  of  the  last  men.in  the  world  that  would  say 
an  uncivil  thing  to  any  one." 

"That'sjoM,  Miss,"  said  Tiller. — "  Hurrah, 
boys,  we  gain  on  her  now. — A  chip  of  the  old 
block,"  muttered  Thomas,  aside. 

**  I  fear,"  said  Senna,  "  as  they  say  in  tlie 
field,  that  we've  been  all  on  the  wrong  scent," 

With  this  observation  the  dialogue  closed.— 


^  Vu  •»'*'        ,ve  ^«  "^  \nsta»<^^ 


*»«^:«.«^«'>°*  L*«4'»'^^ 
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m — a  lovely  female  perifihing. — But  what  was 
his  horror,  when  he  perceived  ihat  female  was — 
his  own  Emily;  who,  supported  for  a  moment 
by  the  buoyancy  of  her  clothes,  was  fast  whelm- 
ing in  the  waves,  and  borne  alongin  the  tide  ^'ith 
fearful  rapidity. 

With  that  presence  of  mind  peculiar  to 
him  he  rushed  out  of  the  chains — sdzed  a 
grating — flung  off  his  coat  and  shoes,  and,  full 
dressed  as  he  was,  precipitated  both  grating  and 
himself  over  tiie  side ;  and  was  barely  ti]  timo 
to  catch  at  her  long  dishevelled  locks,  which 
alone  were  now  visible  on  the  surface  of  the 
water,  and  save  her  from  sinking,  to  rise  nu 
more. 

Not  Venus  herself,  when  she  enveloped  the 
beauteous  Trojan  boy  in  a  cloud,  and  snatched 
him  from  the  fury  of  the  Greek : — not  Eneas, 
as  he  bore  aloft  in  his  vigorous  arms,  from  the 
flaming  ruins  of  Troy,  the  aged  form  of  his 
helpless  parent,  could  have  felt  half  the  agonized 
ecstasy  which  bewildered  Burton's  senses  as  he 
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pressed  the  dying  girl  to  his  heart,  and  buffctted 
his  way:  to  the  grating,  with  the  only  arm  now 
^uengaged  ffar  the  safety*  of  both,  amid  the 
enthiunastie  and  enoouraging- shouts  of  the  ad- 
miring crew.*— Courage  is 'ever  contagious:—- 
already  a  young  midshipman  had  plunged  over- 
board, bearing  in  his  teeth  a  long  tow-line  to 
their  assistance. — In  this  expectation  he  was 
doomed  to  be  deceived,  as  the  line,  though 
veered  out  rapidly  by  a  seaman  in  the  chains,  in 
sinking  formed  a  bight,  or  semicircular  bend, 
which  was  bcnne  by  the  tide  in  an  oblique 
direction  to  his  course,  neutralizing  ail  his  efibrts 
to  attain  his  object. 

AU  the  efforts  of  love  and  gallantry,  however, 
must  have  proved  ineffectual,  had  not  one  of  the 
boats  despatched  ashore  now  appeared  within 
haiL — The  loud  order  of  the  captain,  delivered 
through  a  speaking  trumpet;  and  the  hoarse 
roar  of  the  boatswain,  who  needed  none,  isoon 
announced  to  the  gay  votaries  of  pleasure  in  the 
cutter,  the  nature  of  the  disaster.    As  the  men 
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now  strained  erery  nerve,  and  bent  their  broad 
shoulders  to  the  oars,  with  redoubled  effort,  to 
reAch  tbt  drowning  persons,  a  feeling  of  alarm 
became  general  amongst  the  ladieu  and  gentle- 
naeo  in  the  boat ;  not  unmixed  with  terror,  lest 
their  humane  interference  might  involve  them- 
selves in  the  fate  of  tlie  suB'erers,  by  their  own 
upsetting. — Mingled  cjaculaiiona  of  fear  and 
anxiety  burst  from  every  side. — "  How  dread- 
ful '." — "  Nothing  can  save  them !" — "  What  a 
noble  fellow  !" 

"  Give  way  there,  my  hearties,"  cried  the 
coxswain,  pointing  to  the  grating. 

"  Mind,  Mister  Sailor,"  said  a  gentle  dandy, 
"  how  you  try  to  save  them — think,  for  mercy's 
sake,  of  our  own  safety :"  whilst  a  female,  clasp- 
ing her  hands,  exclaimed — "  Gracious  God !  we 
shall  all  be  drowned  I"' — But  the  most  singular 
feeling  betrayed;  if  feeling  it  can  be  called, 
which  consists  in  its  total  absence ;  was  that  of 
some  of  the  young  ladies,  who  solely  solicitous 
to   preserve    their  handsome  dancing  dresses, 
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begin  to  tuclc  ap  their  feet  to  the  bottom  on  the 
matt  oo  which  they  sat,  faintly  screaming — 
"  Bles  us,  bow  very  disagreeable !"  "  'We  sliall 
■Ubew^r  "How  very  unfortunate!"  "/hope 
ii  woo't  interfere  with  the  ball !" 

Theso  and  many  similar  amiable  insinuations 
id  mopathy,  or  rather  unconcern,  for  the  fate 
of  tbe  Toung  persons  now  fast  hurrying  to  un 
fuiir  gnxe,  produced  no  other  effect  on  the 
un,  than  to  make  them  turn  the  quid  in  tlicir 
aooihs,  accompanied  by  some  very  wry  faces, 
gpii  A  ^inifi  of  tbe  shoulder,  which  spoke,  as  iii- 
i^JscjKt  as  silence  ever  spoke,  a  perfect  con- 
tort ur  iadiionable  feelings. 

^^Ikm]  axnncami  the  grating,  on  which 
»ar  t>''-*  ""*  sustained,  though  lifeless,  by 
)0  MM.  l«i  despwring  admirer.  Into  this 
tm  veK  CTiviiv  boUtcd  in  the  arms  of  the 
^MCs,  Tbc  xvwnc  ttildsliipman  was  soon  after 
wtoc  at*. '^-^v^i  of  consideration  for  the  com- 
ip-  .C  i«  T'-ww:  •*^'^  resolutely  insisted  on 
^ai*  a«f -jc  boat;  obsen-iog,*'that  as 
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he  l»d  tinaij  baa  wA  dtncfad,  k  «mU 
prefer  hokfi^  on  astcn,  md  bag  twtd  ^ 
bawd  tbe  brie."      bafcvMMlemfevlBfe 


bwdiltMi,  a*  he  vm,  Banon  iwigBri  In  Ivvd; 
bartben  to  to  otfaer  nis ;  but  bare  ber  aagfj* 
bo*    head  droofMog  over    his    sboalder,   with 

zadoUB  and  anxious  atteotioii,  and  in  a  stale  of 
exatement,  impossible  to  be  oxMxired,  to  the 
captain's  cabin ;  sbere  the  surgeon  of  the  ship 
united  with  him  in  every  possible  endeavour  for 
her  restoralion. 

The  humanity  of  t]]e  reader  may  have  been 
shocked  by  the  apparent  ot^lect  of  Emily's 
fellow-sufferers. — Tliey  arc  not,  Uke  us,  aware 
that  she  was  the  only  person  of  the  party  in 
imminent  danger. — By  singtilar  good  fortune, 
the  portly  persons  of  Mrs.  Crank  and  the  doc- 
tor, had  perched  a  cross  hawse,  clinging  by  the 
cable ;  and  the  boat's-crew,  with  the  innocent 
author  of   the  disaster,  like  expert  tacticians, 
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iwani  for  the  gas-si^amp  boom,  ftom  whence 
they  were  speedilj  [ncked  up. 

It  would  bean  injustice  to  the  gallaotry  of  the 
boatswain,  not  to  mention,  that  he  was  the  first 
to  descend  the  bows,  with  a  ruoning-bow^line- 
knot  in  bis  hand,  in  order  to  secure  the  persons 
of  the  afiri^ted  (and,  bad  we  any  antipathy  to 
bald  heads,  we  mi^t  have  added  irightful)  pair 
from  th^  perilous  plight : — for  it  would  appear, 
that  on  being  thrown  out  of  the  boat,  both  were 
jntcbed)  head  foremost,  on  the  cable,  theone  los- 
ing his  "scalp,"  and  the  other  her  neat, nut-brown 
coloured  "  toque." — Indeed,  it  was  afterwards 
asserted  by  many  of  the  Spitfire't  crew,  that 
amid  the  resounding  screams,  and  imjdoring 
ejaculations  for  personal  aid,  and,  particularly, 
pending  the  most  alarming  period  of  £inily's 
danger,  that  it  was  a  difficult  matter  to  pro- 
nounce, which  cry  prevailed  most,  that  of  "  save 
my  child,"  or  "  save  my  wig." 

But  it  must  Dot  be  entirely  left  to  the  imagi< 
nation  of  the  reader  to  picture  to  himself,  the 
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penoD  of  the  boatswain ;  more  particularly  as 
his  race,  (and  we  say  it  with  patriotic  regret,)  if 
not  already  extinct,  is,  like  other  things  of 
genuine  British  growth  we  could  name,  fast 
fadiK^  a#ay.  ''Not  that  the  production  was,  in 
this  mstance,  so  remarkable  for  its  beauty,  as 
for  that  intrinac  value,  which  is  so  often  ccni- 
cealed  beneath  the  most  rugged  appeai^uice.— - 
For  it  must  be  confessed.  Brace  was  no  beau. 

Fancy  a  long,  raw-boned,  powerful,  bow- 
legged,  deep  oopper-coloured  tar,  with  ah  eye 
as  [nerdng  as  his  pipe. — A  mouth  like  a  had- 
dock, and  the  quid-side  of  his  cheek  as  large  as 
a  modtfat6  dzed  w^. — Fancy,  like  the  JTair- 
borougfa  breed  of  the  present  day,  a  thick  fringe 
of  bu^hy,  black  hair  running  under  his  throat, 
fronk  eiir  to  ear.-^A'tail  as  long  as  his  arm, 
stuck,  on  thb  occasion,  between  his  teeth  like  a 
whip. — Fancy  such  a  being,  attired  in  his  Sun- 
day (solitary)  white  frilled-shirt,  tucked  up 
above  his  brawny  elbows,  with  a  rope  in  hand. 
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slidiiig  upcui  the  cable  down  to  the  aid  of  the 
boROTHrtruck  matron. 

**  Tbere  you  are,  Ma'am,"  said  he, — handing 
her  the  rope,  "  jiut  clap  the  bight  o'  the  bowUu- 
imot  under  your  counter. — No  fear,  Ma'am — 
we'll  haul  you  up  like  a  lady. — I  oay,  bear  a 
band  and  heave  ua  down  another  rope,"  added 
he^  hailing  the  forcasUe — "  d — n  my  eyes,  if 
the  gemman  wui't  slip  the  caUe,  and  his  xoind  in 
the  bargain." 

This  intimation  was  not  likely  to  allay  the 
feara  of  the  apothecary,  who,  if  possible,  was 
more  frightened  than  any  of  the  party. 

**  Mind,''  said  Brace,  addressing  six  or  seven 
hroad-shouldered  tars,  who  had  hold  of  the  rope 
which  was  to  haul  the  portly  person  of  Mrs. 
Crank  upon  deck. — "  Mind  how  you  haul  up 
the  lady — recollect  she's  lost  faer  bob — hand- 
smnely — handsomely. — No  fear,  Ma'am.^-Sup- 
poae  you  do  heave  your  pint  in  sight,  there's  no 
one  can  see  'em  but  me,  and  Pm  none  o*  your 
nice  una." 


In  this  sort  of  strain,  the  boatswain  pursued 
liis  merciless  raillery,  until  the  petrified  pair 
were  raised,  wringing  wet,  on  the  forecastle, 
in  the  most  miserable  plight  that  can  be  con- 
ceived. 

Hasty,  who  had  already  prepared  a  dry  suit 
of  clothes  for  the  unfortunate  Senna,  was  ready 
to  conduct  him  to  his  cabin. — Nor  was  the  cap- 
tain, who  had  been  below  when  the  accident 
occurred,  deficient  in  rendering  that  prompt 
relief,  which  the  unfortunate  situation  of  the 
lady  patroness  required. — His  coxswain's  wife 
had  already  provided  warm  and  comfortable 
attire  for  the  suffering  fair  ones. 

The  pitiable  plight  of  the  dripping  and  droop- 
ing  pair,  as  they  were  conducted  aft,  under  con- 
voy  of  the  first  lieutenant  and  captain,  presented 
a  striking  contrast  with  the  gaiety  of  the  festive 
preparations,  and  the  decorated  scene  around — 
indeed,  their  appearance  was  truly  calculated  to 
have  excited,  in  more  tender  hearted  souls  than 
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tiShn,  a  powerful  sympathy ;  if  not  a  pasdng 
reflection  od  the  uncertainty  of  human  fate.  But 
no — though  the  arts  and  araoices  flourished 
afloat, — though  wlutions  could  be  solved — 
■tockings  wove,— or  watches  manufactured — 
tbough  linguists,  poets,  punters,  and  sometimes 
a  lea  lawyer,  were  to  be  beard  holding  forth  in 
the '  King's  Bench'  of  the  Spitfire,  still,  singular 
as  it  may  appear, — neitber  sunt  nor  seuti- 
mcntalist  was  to  be  found  in  her  whole  crew. 

Indeed,  the  ludicrous  figures  which  the  lady 
patroness  and  her  medical  ctnupanion  presented, 
in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  thm  wigs,  as  they 
walked  all  dripping  aft,  seemed  to  excite  less 
the  ctxnmiseration,  than  the  laughter  of  the  crew. 
The  boatswain,  who,  like  many  wags  in  the 
world,  would  rather  lose  bis  friend  than  his 
joke,  (particularly  were  the  latter  the  better  of 
the  two,)  was  ready  to  split  his  odes  with 
laugjiter,  loudly  exclaiming,  as  be  followed 
tbem  with  his  eyes— 
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<<  There  thej.go^-Tn^J^^i^coupi^  a* ciaft  in  a 
hun^caiveii; qcjoddinf*  uxidep:  bar€  pofe^y[ 


-.t  •■  ■■.»• 


*  A  ddp  eKher  M^ndii  with  a  sail  extended  on  liier  fore  or 
Mtfi  Qr>  if  te  fltorm  be  tsodBiye,  vitiioi*  any  aafly 
whidiy  in  nautical  language.  Is  termed '*  Scudding  under  bm- 
poles.**' 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 
ALL  IN  THE  WRONG. 


"  Here  wu  wrong  on  both  udea  J  uidwh&t  amid  follow  but 


LoNQ  ere  the  peiiod  to  vhich  our  narrative 
has  anived,  Cnmk,  who  had  pursued  the 
part;  vjth  his  telescope,  alternately  occupied  in 
antidpatiODS  of  disaster,  in  (xmsequence  of  his 
enforced  absence,  and  in  murmurinjii;  denun- 
datioDS  agunst  the  ill-starred  head  of  his  poor 
coxswain  for  his  lubberly  mode  of  approaching 
the  ship's  hawse  in  a  tidesway,  had  witnessed  all 
the  hcnrors  of  the  scene.    With  all  his  bluff, 


omfawriug  babita,  and  onoouthness  of  jdinae, 
mbiK  had  Dot  "Hptwi  him  Iq  feeing :  ^nfj  no 
mother  oonld  bare  vitoesaed  the  inumDent 
danger  al  her  niinling  with  more  lively  ahum, 
or  tender  Hdidtude  than  he  bad  that  eatas- 
mi|di%  iriiicb,  bad  it  been  realized  in  all  ito 
bomfty  would  doubtless  have  Bhorteoed  the 
veteran's  daja. — Fortunately,  as  the  boat  had 
gone  ahead  of  the  vessel,  his  view  was  somewhat 
obstructed,  and  consequently  be  was  not  aware 
ai  the  extent  of  the  danger  to  which  his  friends 
were  exposed — he  had  seen  enough,  faowevo', 
to  convince  bim  the  boat  was  upset,  and  aRa 
the  fint  shock  had  suhnded,  and  bis  feelings  bad 
vented  themselves  in  an  imprecation  of  an 
enormity,  suitable  at  once  to  the  occasion,  and 
the  dignity  of  the  veteran,  he  immediately  turned 
his  thoughts  to  alleviate  thdr  misfortunes  by 
the  only  means  in  his  power — he  vodferatcd 
loodly  for  Emily's  maid — he  tore  at  the  line 
irindi  led  from  ^e  chain  to  the  bell  rope,  and 
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b^an  to  tuck  ap  their  feet  to  the  bottom  on  the 
•Mt*  i»  which  they  sat,  iaintly  screaminj; — 
*'  Bleu  us,  bow  very  disagreeable  I"  "  We  shall 
all  be  led  r*  "  How  very  unfortunate !"  "/hope 
it  won't  interfere  with  tlie  ball !" 

These  and  many  similar  amiable  insinuations 
of  tympathy,  or  rather  unconcern,  for  the  fate 
(tf  the  young  persons  now  fast  hiurying  to  an 
eariy  grave,  produced  no  other  effect  on  the 
tars,  than  to  make  them  turn  the  quid  in  their 
mouths,  accompanied  by  some  very  wry  faces, 
and  a  shrug  of  the  shoulder,  which  spoke,  as  in- 
tdligibly  as  cdlence  ever  spoke,  a  perfect  con- 
tempt  for  fashionable  feeUngs. 

The  boat  soon  neared  the  grating,  on  which 
poor  EmUy  was  sustained,  though  lifeless,  by 
ho*  fcmd,  but  despainng  admirer.  Into  this 
they  were  quickly  hoisted  in  the  arms  of  the 
sailors-  The  young  midshipman  was  soon  after 
pcked  up,  who,  out  of  consideration  for  the  com- 
ibrt  of  the  young  ladies,  resolutely  insisted  on 
not  getting  into  the  boat ;  observing,  "  that  as 
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he  had  already  been  well  drenched,  he  would 
prder  holding  oa  astern,  ind  brang  towed  on 
bsvd  the  brig."  In  «  few  minutee,  the  whole 
pu^  were  bmigfat  aJongnde  the  accommoda- 
tion^ladder,  and  put  on  board.  Faint  and 
breathlcaa,  as  he  was.  Burton  resigned  his  lovely 
huilben  to  no  otba  arms ;  but  bore  her  nngly, 
her  head  droojmig  over  his  shoulder,  with 
lealous  and  anxious  attention,  and  in  a  Btate  of 
exdtemmt,  impoasible  to  be  conceived,  to  the 
ciq)tun'8  calun;  where  the  surgeon  of  the  ship 
united  with  him  in  every  possible  endeavour  tfX 
her  restoration. 

The  hijmanity  of  tlie  reader  may  have  been 
ducked  by  the  apparent  neglect  of  Emily's 
fellowsufierers. — They  are  not,  like  us,  aware 
that  she  was  the  only  person  of  the  party  in 
imminent  danger. — By  singular  good  fortune, 
the  portly  persons  of  Mrs,  Crank  and  the  doc- 
tot,  had  perched  a  cross  hawse,  clinging  by  the 
cable;  and  the  boat's-crev,  with  the  innocent 
author  of  the  disaster,  iike  expert  tacticians. 
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Daimagei^ — that  'ill  do  it. — Bend  on,"  continued 
he,  addredng  the  maid — ^^  bend  on  *  twenty- 
four' — thaCs  Blue  Peter — diet's  see,  though — ^yes, 
Blue  Peter,  over  quartered  red  and  white." 

<^filea8  you,  Sir!"  said  Martha,  <^I  know 
about  as  much  of  blue  Peter,  as  I  do  of  salt- 
petre.*' 

'^  Well,  then,  you  simpleton,  run  into  the  gar- 
den, and  fetch  me  the  flags  you'll  find  in  the 
pigeon  boles,  marked  two  and  Jimr ;" — for 
Cranky  since  Burton's  present,  had  constructed 
there  a  signal-chest,  which  contained  a  complete 
set  of  numeral  flags. 

'*  Now,"  said  he^  as  the  maid  brought  him 
the  flags — ^*  there  they  are  for  you,  both  lient 
together;  you've  nothing  to  do  but  to  hoist 
them  up.*** 

After  fumbling  a  considerable  time  at  the 
flag'Stafi^,  Martha,  in  mistake,  inverted  the 
numbers,  and  hoisted  Joriy^wOy  instead  of 
twenty-ibur,  which  she  kept  flying,  and  returned 
to  the  invalid  to  report  her  proceedings. 
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'.  By  the  aid  of  all  sorts  dT  ante-spasmodics  and 
other  medidnal  restoradres,  the  fair  sufferers 
afloat  were^  by  this  time^  not  mily  considerably 
reooveredy  but^  by  the  extraordinary  dispatch 
of  Mrt»  Tiller,  again  dad  in  odds  and  ends  of 
their  oiro  apparel.  ■ 

The  cabin  became  crowded  with  both  ladki 
and  gentlemen. — Emity  was  recHning  on  the 
sofa,  and  her  mother  seated  beade  her,  when 
their  many  gratulations  and  soothing  attentions 
were  aibroptly  disturbed  by  the  hurried  entrance 
of  the  midshipman  of  the  watdi,  who  rather 
too  kindly  ezdaimed,  as  he  opened  the  door^^ 
**  Forty-two^  Sir,  is  up  at  the  flag^^taff  on 

shore,  and  it  is  still  kept  flying,  though  we^ve 

hoisted  the  ^  answering  pennant' '' 
<<  Forty-two  ?"  sud  Staunch. 
^  Oh,  Sir,'*  said  Burton,  ^  I  dare  say  Captiin 

Crank,  availing  himself  of  an  old  signsi  book  I 

g8?e  Imn  the  other  day,  is  anxious  to  know  the 

nesolt  of  the  accident— 111  run  and  see  what  he 

means* 


W*  ALL  IH  THB  WBOKC. 

:  BuitoD  iiutaQtly  returned  with  s  duplicate  of 
the  vetnan's  book  in  hia  hand. 

**  ItV  imponible  the  Dumber  can  be  Jbfty- 
AnOk**  said  the  lieutenant,  whose  manner  indi- 
cated, aa  well  as  his  gesture,  the  most  unfeigned 
surprise  at  the  singularity  of  the  signal  now 
fljing  on  shore. 
«  Why  r  asked  Suunch. 
*^0h,  it's  imposnble.  Sir  I" 
.  "  But  why,  man  ? — ^your  reason  ?'* 
.  **Why,   SirP— Because  the   ngnification  of 
forty-two  is — but  read  it  yourself,  Sir,"  said 
Burton,  stopping  shwt  and  handing  the  bode  to 
tbeMptain. 

*♦  Forty-two. — Let's  aee,"  said  Staunch, 
turning  to  the  explanatory  leaf,  and  reading  the 
signification  of  number  forty-two  aloud — '*  *  Is 
the  tnemtf  in  a  tmkiHg  statef  "^ 

**Enemj/  imkingl"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Crank, 
who  caught  enough  of  the  sentence  to  irritate 
ber  by  the  unlucky  association  of  ideas  exdted 
in  a  mind,  where  words  too  frequently  tyran< 
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nized  over  thoughts. — "  Oh,  the  heaihenish 
wretch,"  she  coniiuued,  rage  almost  choking  her 
utterance,  "to  make  so  unibeling  a  j^st  when — 
our  lives  were  in  such  immiDent  danger-' — But — 
I  see  it  too  plainly. — The  enemy,  indeed  I — No : 
thanks  to  the  almighty  and  merciful  Disposer  of 
all  events,  the  enemy,  for  it's  me  he  means,  has 
been  most  providentially  spared." 

Here  she  covered  her  face  with  both  hands, 
and  sobbed  convulsively,  and  was  only  aaved 
from  an  hyEteric  fit  by  the  united  attentions  of 
the  ship's  surgeon,  an<l  her  own  body  physician. 

Of  the  ball  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  more 
than  implied  in  Tom  Tiller's  observations — that 
**  the  capsize  bad  clapped  a  stopper  over  all." 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 


BECBIMINATIONS. 


*«  Att*!  not  offience  tint  indUcMlixm  finds.*' 

^  Kkig  Ltar. 


I  ■   ■ 


••    * 


U«JUU<  the  auroanutanoes  of  eidtenwot 
natttrtj^y  ttondant  oo  the  calamitoiis  inne  of 
theie  intended  festivitiety  it  is  to  be  pretomed 
that  Burton  friinquifhed  not  the  enried  prero- 
gative  of  reoonducting  to  the  anxious  yeteran 
Emily  and  her  aunt— From  the  time  of  their 
desoent  into  the  boat,  the  old  gentleman^s  eyes 
were  perpetually  oo  the  strain  to  disoover  what 
had  been  the  result  of  the  accident. — ^As  far  as 


^oouotng  betds'  went,  ke  could  distinctly  make 
oat  tbat  none  of  hia  little  crew  were  misBingk— « 
eircwDgtanee  which  led  him,  in  a  tone  of  con- 
gratulation,  to  ezdiuia— '<  Well,  it's  something 
to  fiad  tbat  none  of  them  have  lost  the  number 
of  their  mess  V* 

As  the  boat  neared  the  shore,  he  obsenred, 
wiUi  minn^  feelings  of  surprise  and  alamiy  his 
nieoe  rapported  by  pillows,  and  mi  Burton's 
arm  ;  who  was  oocanonally  occupied  in  adjusting 
a  heap  of  ship's  flags  and  cloaks  round  her  feet 
and  person. — ^The  causes  of  these  emotions  were 
seucdy  well  defined  to  himself;  for  whilst  be 
attributed  them  to  anxiety  about  his  fkvourite^ 
he  oocaskoally  felt  a  compunctious  visiting  as  to 
the  fiuni&arity  of  manner,  and  alarming  postute 
of  those  of  the  party  in  whom  he  felt  most  in- 
terested« — ^He  had  been  sufficiently  chagrined 
wiUi  the  implied  n^lect,  or  rather  discourtesy, 
as  it  struck  him,  in  the  commander  c^  the  brig 
not  having  answered  his  signal ;  but  what  most 
oottttibirted  t»  his  annoyance,  was  his  total  in- 

oS 
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ability  to  move  from  his  chair,  or  to  attempt  to 
aseertain,  in  person,  the  real  state  of  affairs. 
He  was  obliged,  therefore,  to  act  by  deputy, 
and,  notwithstanding  his  old-bachelor-like  reluc* 
tanoe  to  employ  a  female  on  any  mission  of 
importance,  Emily^s  maid  was  dispatched  to 
rtoonnoitre  and  collect  intelligence. 

But  here  again  he  was  ordained  to  experience 
fresh  mortification :  for  the  warm-hearted  girl's 
feelings  were  soon  too  much  interested  in  the 
scene  to  permit  her  to  comply  with  the  tenor  of 
his  instructions;  all  reocdiection  of  which  was 
lost  the  moment  she  witnessed  the  piteous  plight 
of  her  young  mistress,  whom  she  affectionately 
caught  in  her  arms,  bedewing  her  plenteously 
with  her  tears,  and  blubbering  like  an  infant — 
Nor  was  it  until  reassured  by  the  kind  and 
grateful  tone  of  Emily's  soft  voice,  that  her 
stormy  grief  sub«ded. 

A  tempest  of  feelings  of  another  description  now 
raged  in  the  bosom  of  the  old  gentleman,  at  find- 
ing himself  deserted  during  the  peood  occupied 


ill  tl>|HrJ«<iw%rpr^^  winding  gteep* 

^^fjff^W?^^  ^e,|capidity  of  an  arrow  fron^  jtbe 
djM«^n.t)}|4ifpwa  tippled  state^  and  agaia^m 
hislameneflsto  t)i§.nq^gent  m^ssenger^jm^of;^!]^ 
Ivgippq^.^to  li|^t,..atlast,  upon  his  pporjBiC- 
tpC(}9(i»^  'Ifiqifo^  t  whom  he  repeatedly  denofifioei  iur 
'ih|i4|b^ljLQ}4i:a8|»l.*-r-<<  D— n  the  fdkdi.^: 
9l|4,|l^,  '^^^dida't  I  tell  him  to  becautfous  w|ifit 
hf  jpriff  fbqut^m  n  tides  way  ?— See  ^hat  itia  not 
t9|^e.  ]ff^  ^h^  myself.  —But  I  migh^,  ihnfe 
l^qii^jailff  jit  ^  ^  ll  hiMln't  been  as  stupid  as  hf|4— 
^jlj^^QOnung  I  had  «  sort  q{  come&aeri^neu 
aixfS^jmi  jtbat  jomething  would  happen  IrrfSim^ 
d-nn^fiput»  too,  coming  on  just  at  tbeitim^ 
n(4{^lD^Vje^;,V;araiBdr  meu-^A.  mn  oqgfat,iK|(}to 
be  above  these  presentiments-pthereV  j^^ing 
al^Kys  jin  'em-*7and  yet  that  unbelieving  sister 
of,j9i|i|^  f^MSualy  will  face  me  out  it's  allviplgar 
u — She  might  as  well  deny  there's  such 
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a^tiriagvt  PnmdeBoe,  and,  ttmiga  to  «f,  At^t 
dmQM  jabbering  sbout  H. — I  bate  a  ■oger'i 
jkmmi  bat  now  I'm  niic  there^i  loDie  truth  in 
thiirKying,  "  every  bullet  hu  it'i  Ullct.' " 

'VtenoiM of  mmy  penons  inthehallureited 
hii  attsntido,  and  stopped  the  Ttdubility  of  hie 
■nb&mmt  iovcotive. — And,  lucklessly,  the  first 
object  OB  i^di  his  angry  eye  flasbed,  was  the 
pn«B  wbou  be  bad  predetennined  wltliia  hnn- 
sdf  vae  the  cause  of  die  whole  ealami^, 
-*8oud,  aooundrair  cried  be,  the  awnent 
pBor  TiDer  thrust  bis  deroted  bead  into  the 
lOom  **  away  with  you,  if  you  don^  went  your 
bndnt  knocked  out,"  menanng  him  with  his 
bnndiriied  autdi — **  though  brains  you  can 
have  none ! — you  tripe-beaded,  lubbwly,  squint> 
ii^  dd  savage !" 

nSUae  WIS  deedn^  to  be  quidily  avenged, 
end  tibe  veteran  enjoyed  not  long  tlie  privilege 
of  pilling  the  part  of  assail^L 
■  **  Savagel  would  that  he  were  the  only  one," 
ettlumed  a.  tallj  haughty,  ringular,  sybfl-lOw 
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figiir«.«— Ha*  fine  person  was  loosely  enveloped 
is  the  most  incmignious  and  unbecoming  attire. 
— To  supply  the  lack  of  stays,  slie  had  wound 
nnmd  her  waist  a  long  crimson  scarf,  whose  em- 
broidered ends  depended  i  la  Turc^Het  head 
was  bound  up  in  a  black  handkerchief,  now 
desdtute  of  its  wreathing  curls,  ash^expieMve 
face  was  of  those  enforced  smiles,  with  whidishe 
was  wont  to  smooth  the  natural  character  of 
features;  wUdi,  though  fine  and  regular,  seeoMd 
only  oalculated  to  display  to  effect  the  hig^iest 
posnble  excitation  c^  feeling. — And  now,  posiw 
ing  Tiller  scornfully  aside,  she  strode  haughtily 
across  the  room,  and  when  right  in  his  fipont^ 
oontenptttoody  addressed  her  brother-in-law— 

^T<Nir  barbarity.  Sir,  might  have  confined 
itself  to  your  own  house,  and  not  unfeelha^ 
have  made  my  misfortune  a  subject  €i  mirth  be> 
fore  a  whole  ship's  crew  I'' 

If  the  poor  man^s  mind,  already  staggered 
through  the  violence  of  the  feelings  which  betet 
him}  the  surprise  and  the  shock  which    his 
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amkened  sennbility  now  experienced  from  this 
rude  assault,  nearly  bereft  him  of  the  uae  of  his 
reaaoD. 

*'  Barbarity  ! — My  own  house ! — Mirth .'-« 
Ship's  crewl — Why,  Madam,  what  the  devil 
are  you  at  P — are  you  mad  ? — But  what  sig* 
nifies  whether  you  are  or  not! — Where's  myj^iri? 
— ((et  out  of  the  way — let  me  see  her. — Poor 
obild  1 — Come  hither,  come. — How  dreadfully 
iUahe  lodts!"  and,  whilst  the  old  man  stretched 
feith  bis  eager  arms  to  catch  her  to  him,  as  she 
came  feebly  forward,  supported  between  her 
mud  and  Burton ;  the  sullen  tears  cbaeed  each 
other  down  his  venerable  face. 

The  grateful  Emily  fell  oa  his  neck  without 
qiealuDg:  as  aooa,  however,  as  she  bad  re- 
covered herself,  aud  was  placed  on  a  sofa  which 
had  been  wheeled  round  towards  her  uncle's 
Amr,  she  pcnnted  to  Burton,  who  stood  beside 
her,  and  said — 

"  To  your  friend  I  owe  every  thmg. — He  it 
was  who  risked  his  own  life  to  preserve  mine  t" 
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"  Brave  heart ! — did  he  ?— It's  like  a  sailor. — 
Let  me  grapple  him — ^your  hand,  my  boy — ^I'll 
oeier  forget  it — ^long  as  I  live  I — ^fine  fellow  1 — 
I  wtth  I  was  only  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
•—Fdf  rd  *'  the  rest  of  the  sentence  was 
unfinished,  and  he  continued,  gazing  on  Emily^s 
pale  features — ^*  You  may  well  call  him  friend  f 
said  he,  patting  his  niece  on  the  shoulder,  ^  and 
whilst  I  live,  1  shall  never  cease  to  be  his*" 

To  these  ^unons  of  gi'atitude  Burton  was 
saved  the  trouble  of  framing  a  suitable  reply, 
by  the  riring  indignation  of  the  tra|^  heroine, 
wfeacb  burst  forth  in  an  exclamation-— 

<<  Friend  ! — ^Fine  profesoons,  truly  1  whilst 
you  dmounce  your  family  as  enemki  /-—What 
coold  you  mean  by  it,  barbarous  man!  in  mgf 
ooodBtiooP'  ' 

Here  Crank,  who  was  no  longer  under  the 
iniuence  c^  fear  or  exdted  sensibility,  but  at 
liberty  to  examine  the  singular  attire  of  his 
Hster,  oould  not  refrain  from  laughing,  as  he 
exclaimed"^ 


;' 
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"  Eneni;  J — It  must  be  all  imaginadon — 
though,  to  be  sure,  jom  look  as  if  in  chase  of  an 
enemy,  tor  you've  got,  I  sec,  all  clear  for  action 
— «vcrf  thing  battle  faihioo,"  continued  he, 
irinlutigat  the  lieutenant, — '*  waiEt  bound  taught 
— Uaclc  handkerchief  round  the  head— not  a 
loM-lock  to  be  seen. — Had  her  there,  eh  ?*' 

**  Unfeeling  scoffer ! — It's  not  the  only  insult 
IVe  been  doomed  to  bear  from  you  to-day. — 
Your  sneering  signal,  too,  might  have  been 
qiared ;  and,  when  persons'  lives  were  in  danger, 
it  ill  became  you,"  said  she,  pointing,  as  though 
in  allusion  to  his  gouty  chair — "  'to  Bit  in  the 
•eat  of  the  acomer.'  " 

*'  More  of  your  tracts ! — Egad,  they  seem  to 
have  turned  her  head  !" 

Here  Senna,  who  was  slow  to  embroil  him- 
self in  family  disputes,  thinking  there  was  a  safe 
opportunity  for  mediating,  attempted  an  ex- 
planation, and  in  a  few  words  related  the  dr- 
comstances  which  had  occurred  in  the  SpHfirft 
cabin,  and  the  announcement  then  and  th«« 
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made  of  the  strange  signal  seen  flying  at  the 
cottage^— In  this  he  was  corroborated  by  Burton, 
who  obserred  that  the  signal  number,  forty-two^ 
was  still  fljfing  in  the  garden^  which  the  captain 
would  find,  on  referring  to  his  book,  signified — 

'^  1$  the  enemy  in  a  wnking  state  f 

The  whole  truth  at  once  flashed  upon  the 
veteran's  mind,  who,  with  cordial  good  humour, 
confessed  the  mistake  had  certainly  given  good 
ground  for  offence,  which  he  heartily  disclaimed, 
and  thus  apobgiced — 

**Ali«  if  you  had  known  my  feelings  th», 
sister,  you  Would  never  suspect  that  I  could 
have  allowed  mysdf  to  jest  at  such  a  moment^ 

Mutual  explanations  took  place  between  the 
three  gentlemen,  as  to  the  causes  of  the  accident: 
unluekilyfor  Tiller*s  reputation,  the  explanation 
assumed  all  the  aspect  of  a  court-martial  upon  his 
conduct — difiering  only  in  this  respect,  that  the 
poor  fellow  was  doomed  to  be  condemned  without 
ever  being  heard  in  his  own  defence. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 
AVOWAL. 


'Ote  htai  which  ttUl  held  Joan**,  bjr  degree* 
OentlTi  bat  pilpablf ,  conBraTd  Iti  grwpi 
Aaif  it  uid,  "  dataiDma,  if  yiNiileaM{" 
Vet  tlKTc'i  DO  doubt  ibe  onlj  nwuit  lo  eUip 
Ri«  fingen  with  ■  pore  pUtoaic  iqueexe : 
She  ihould  hare  ihnmk  ■■  tram  ■  taad,«i  upi 
Had  ihe  imagiDed  aoch  a  thiog  could  rouse 


Thb  weather  had,  for  the  last  twoitjr-four 
hours,  indicated  a  probable  change  in  the  wind* 
which  hy  blowing  steadily  from  the  soiub-vest, 
had  pent  up  his  impiiaoned  spirit  several  days.  It 
occaeboaUjr  varied  two  oc  three  points  fof  a  mo- 
nmt  early  in  the  morning  and  evening ;  though  it 
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•dll  blew  pretty  steadily  during  the  day  into  the 
harbour.  In  one  of  these  flaws,  a  slight  shower 
£^,  wbidi  was  taken  by  the  captain  as  a  pretty 
strong  presumption  that  the  weather  would  break 
up ;  and  be  gave  orders,  in  the  evening,  that  all 
should  bcdd  themselves  in  readiness  for  imrae* 
diate  departure,  for  that  in  the  event  of  the 
wind  diopping  round  to  the  northward  and* 
eastward,  he  should  avail  himself  of  the  mom* 
ing'^s  tidtf  and  w^gh  anchor  by  dawn  of  day. 
His  motive  for  getting  to  sea  at  so  early  an  hour 
wit  derived  from  previous  observation  (when, 
a  junior),  of  the  inconveniences  often  sustained 
by  vessels  bound  down  channel,  waiting  in  port, 
aB^iftOiaa^for  the  arrival  of  the  post,  or  for  the 
compietioQ  of  smne  object  which  might  as  wdL 
have  been  accomplished  on  the  previous  evenii^ 
by  a  litde  forethought  In  some  instances^  tbi 
tressel  bad  lost  the  tide  altogether,  and  in  moit» 
•wiag  to  this  imprudent  delay,  she  had  failed  ta 
aeeure  before  dark  such  an  offing,  or  distance 
from  land,  as  was^  necessary  for  her  safety, 
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dKHild  llie  VMther  alter,  and  the  ihip  have  to 
cDDtCDd  with  an  advene  wind  on  a  lee  shore. — 
The  crew,  generally  speaking,  aB  well  as  his  offi- 
dnf  were  gratified  hy  the  intelligence ;  but  there 
WMODe  heart  which  felt  a  more  than  ordinary  acce- 
letatioD  of  its'pulsation,  when  it  was  announced  by 
the  captain  aa  the  quarter-deck,  that  the  vessel 
would  most  probably  w^gh  by  dayligh  t  next  morn- 
ing. The  words  were  scarcely  out  of  his  mouth 
before  the  person  most  affected  by  this  intelligence 
■jlicited,  and  obtained  permission  to  go  on  shore. 
And  as  he  had  attired  himself  for  dinner,  and  a 
party  was  in  the  act  of  manning  a  boat  to  leave 
the  ship  fw  fVesh  vegeubles  and  other  purposes, 
a  very  few  minutes  landed  him  on  the  beach, 
and  seated  him  beside  the  sofa  at  Camperdown 
Cottage,  on  which  reposed  the  Unguid  form  of 
Emily.  The  character  <^  her  beauty  was  en- 
btBced  by  the  absence  of  the  high  flush  of 
bwldi,  which  rarely  adds  to  the  expressive 
gnus  (^  female  loveUness ;  and  now  borrowed 


froiD  indispoBilion  a  soft  lanjjuor,  nnd  touching 
interest,  nhich,  whilst  it  admonished  him  of  her 
danger,  kindled  afresh  within  his  hosom  that 
flame  which  only  burned  the  more  wildly  from 
fear  of  losing  lier;  and  which  he  felt  convinced, 
even  long  protracted  absence  could  not  check, 
much  less  extinguish.  The  partial  exclusion  of 
the  light,  deepened  the  shades  in  her  pale  coun- 
tenance, and  increased  the  interesting  expression 
of  each  fine  feature.— Even  ihe  negligent  degagie 
of  her  attire,  every  fold  of  which,  disdaining  the 
harsh  square  outline  of  art,  fell  conformably 
with  nature's  soft  sinuosities,  accidentally  dis- 
played to  the  utmost  advantage  all  the  bewitch- 
ing charms  of  her  recumbent  figure.  Her  voice, 
always  melodious,  was  now  depressed  to  a 
whispered  sweetness ;  and  there  was,  in  her 
manner,  an  air  of  grateful  tenderness,  arising 
possibly  from  the  recollection  of  his  intrepidity 
in  ijnatching  her  from  death ;  which  ae  he  had 
never  before  witnessed,  increased  his  tumultuous 
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l^UUlon ;  and  encouraged  his  fondest  antici- 
pations HU  pulse  beat  high,  and  the  blood, 
mounting,  suffused  his  manly  brow,  and  dimmed 
fail  viuon.  He  felt  his  utterance  had  fled  at 
diat  very  moment,  when  he  would  fain  have 
dcBcribed,  in  language,  equally  glowing  as  hia 
feelings,  the  ardour  of  bis  passion. — Thejr  were 
alone ;  and  though  but  for  a  moment  be  &lt 
the  opportunity  was  too  precious  to  let  slip.  In 
Tain  he  essayed  to  speak ;  yet  though  mute, 
nature  bereft  him  not  of  argumaits  often  irre- 
natible  with  the  softer  sex.  He  had  sunk  on 
hia  knee  by  her  couch,  and  whilst  his  eager  eyes 
pertiBed  with  intense  delight  the  lineanents  of 
her  divine  face,  and  betrayed,  through  the 
portals  of  the  soul,  the  wild  extntement  of  his 
agitated  feeLngs,  he  grasped  her  delicate  and 
uttreosting  hand  (for  fear  had  rendered  her 
pcnrerless),  which  he  pressed  alternately  to  his 
heart,  and  to  his  burning  lips.  The  spell, 
wbicb  had  hitherto  bound  him  in  ulence,  was 
broken  by  the  violence  of  his  emotions. 
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**  Ah,    Emily  !  —  dearest   and    loveliest    tjH 
women !  what  a  glimpse  of  happiness  has  the 
last  few  days  opened  to  my  view ! — The  pros- 
pect is  abruptly  closing,  and  it  appears  that  I 
have  discovered  a  treasure  merely  to  lose  it — 
Might  I,  in  taking  this  hurried  leave  of  you,  be 
permitted  to  hope,  that  whilst  borne  by  duty 
and  ambition  fiur  from  my  heart's  home,  I  might 
sdil  live  in  your  recollection,  how  great  would 
be  my  consolation  !  To-morrow's  dawn  separates 
us  fer  a  period ;  which  even  in  prospect  appears 
to  rae  an  age.      Nothing  can  render  the  interim 
supportable,  except  the  anticipation  that  on  my 
retuin  T  shall  find  you,  though  restored  in 
health,  still  unchanged  in  mind.     Such  an  ab* 
•enoe  it  would  be  impossible  to  endure,  unless 
encouraged  to  hope,  that,  in  vetuming,  this  in- 
timacy may  be  renewed,  which  I  feel  but  too 
■ennbly,  can  alone  give  zest  or  value  to  life.*^ 
At  this  critical  minute,  that  eloquence,  which 
now  found  its  way  like  tk  torrent,  was  suddenly 
by  the  ^Occurrence  of  one  of  those 
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■trange  contreUmpiy  which  so  often  cross  per- 
80D8  umilarly  drcumstanccd  with  the  lieutenant. 
— ^For,  without  the  slightest  note  of  preparation, 
or  warning, — ^in  bolted  the  stiiF,  quaint,  figure  of 
old  Tiller,  before  the  delicate  and  feeble  girl 
had  time  to  disengage  her  hand  from  his  grasp; 
or  he  himself  could  spring  from  his  embarrass- 
ing utuation. 

*<  I  axes  your  pafdon,  Miss  Emily,"  said  the 
old  fellow,  in  a  hurried  manner,  which  made  it 
doubtful,  whether  it  were  the  result  of  embar- 
rassment in  consequence  of  his  intrusion,  or  the 
effect  of  surprise  at  the  discovery  thus  singularly 
made,  by  one,  perhaps,  less  qualified  to  fathom 
a  secret,  or  develop  a  mystery,  than  any  being 
in  the  house,  (his  master  always  excepted,  who 
openly  made  it  hi^  boast,  that  he  **  knew  nothing 
about  either  women  or  their  ways) ; — ^*  I  axes 
your  pardon,  Miss,^  sud  Tiller,  <^  but  I  only 
corned  the  rounds  as  usual,  to  pick  up  the 
jAaXnngfs,"  --and  so  saying,  he  proceeded  very 
deliberately,  as  was  the  custom  in  «the  na^  at 


his  day,  to  affect  to  collect  whatever  Iny  on  the 
carpet ;  whether  thread  ends,  or  frognientB  of 
paper,  and  deposit  theto  in  the  *  oakum  bag,' 
(at  he  termed  it)  set  apart  for  their  reception : 
which  important  duty  being  performed,  be 
retired  with  the  same  provoking  composure,  and 
again  left  them  to  themselves. 

Burton  had  ere  this  reg^ned  his  seat,  and  so 
much  preseuce  of  mind  as  to  induce  him  to  rise 
and  close  tlie  door ;  which  Tiller  had  designedly, 
(it  would  seiim,)  omiited  to  shut.  With  equal 
earnestness,  but  with  greater  caution  of  manner, 
berecommenced liis  suit. — He  rapidly  stated  his 
expectations,  and  with  marked  modesty  alluded 
to  his  services,  with  the  prospects  he  had  of  pro- 
fessional advancement ;  which  he  trusted  would 
remove  any  objection  her  mother  and  uncle 
might  feel  to  their  union. — Here  Emily  seemed 
to  imile  faintly  ;  and  he  resumed  by  intimating 
that  he  had  reawn  to  imagine  himself  favoured 
by  a  friendly  preference  on  the  part  of  her  uncle, 
who*  be  presumed,  could   entertain  no  ohjec 
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Aadti'ttueplM  to  the  dicpari^  et  that  fixtuneB. 
Ht*^^  vii  about  to  enter  into  tbc  powiUe 
iwiiii<mililiilinii4lit  iiifliiiiin  liii  iiiiillin  .  wben 
BB^arrated  the  progren  of  tlie  argument  by 
■tauring  faim,  "  that  m  hormothcr^  aoquieBceaee, 
be  wonld  be  wiae  not  to  reckoo;"  although  she 
admitted,  with  a  bluth  of  grateful  scknowledg- 
meiitt  **  that  he  might  have  expected  he  hod  esta- 
bUahed  some  claimi  on  Mrs.  Crank's  regard; 
for  had  be  not,  under  Pnmdeoce,  been  the  means 
of  preserring  a  life,  to  her  certainly  dear,  she 
mutt  have  ceased  to  be  a  mother,  and  been  for 
ever  precluded  from  the  hope  of  being  called  on 
to  nnctioD  the  disposal  of  a  daughter''s  hand. — 
She  oonfeaed  that,  to  herself,  his  acquuntance 
had  been  both  agreeable  and  profitable  i"  and 
conduded,  just  in  time  to  [Mwent  tbe  r&open- 
iog  of  the  door  cutting  short  the  avowal,  by 
'^Miuring  him  that  she  should  be  0/100^  ^^VPy 
J^^  t9  baar  of  bia  wdfare." 

TIm  gentlemaa  topfttbis  as  the  lady  really 
nllHWF4ti'i>4bBt4i»iwmld'ba  Ml  Ubartj'iiiABlare- 


>' 
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to  <»rTespoa<) ;  and  might  possibly  iiave  testified 
hh  satisfaction  by  some  ovtrt-act  of  delight  o* 
tleliriutn,  had  not  tile  lady  just  montioned  un- 
expectedly stalked,  like  the  unweU-nme  ghost  of 
Baoquo,  into  the  apartmenl. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


CHECK  BY  DISCOVERY. 


"  Round  about,  round  about 


*» 


OLD  OLEB. 


According  to  the  ^articles  of  war/  esta- 
blished at  Camperdown  Cottage  for  fifteen  years 
past,  all  intrusion  on  the  siesta  of  our  old  friend 
was  considered,  if  not  absolutely  high  treason, 
at  least  the  crimen  Icesce  mqjestaiis  and  punish- 
able in  the  next  degree. — But  the  apparent 
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r  of  Ae  c^  «iM-«q^d  nery  other 
laaaiaad  wnnied 

id  atided  of  die  leiikiie  at  Ua  notm, 
hiii  an|giBMcd  a  hii  auieiT  fer  (he  banour 
'  4k  ^m^^  ke  catavd,  vnfa  ■  (ittfe  of  that 
te^Kt  to  a  man  «bo  feek  ha  owd 
the  room  «1iere  his  retena  master 
by  ererr  ddkaie  as^uitjr,  that 
npose,  which,  like  ■  ooj  njBph,  is  ao  £ficidt 
to  he  von  bj  the  H""*^***""^"  "^  *g- 

•■  Wh.--  ".he  devi;  s  that  r"  cried  Crank,  upon 
T:..ir  >  aifei-ing  to  stumble  as  be  entered  the 


■  h^  n!.\  5ir." 

"■  Mf,  ?:r  ! — D nit,    I    thought   'iwas  h 

Ktf>-«ijui  ciHu.iig  down   by  the   lump. — What 
ih«-  dt-tut-  brinfTi'  vou  here  at  all  making  such 

'•  Soi-*f.  Sir  ?—  I   never  was  the  man  to  make 
K  noise  aUnii  nothing." 

"  Nothing,  indeed  ? — when  a  man's  napping !" 
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"  Ah — Lord  bles6  you,  Sir — it's  when  a 
man's  napping,  the  mischiefs  done." 

"  You  may  call  it  mischief  if  you  like. 
Mister  Thomas— but  to  me,  I  cud  tell  you,  it's 
second  nature." 

*'  So  m^  Misses  says,  when  she's  skinning  the 
eek." 

"  Well,  well — d n  your  eels — there,  there 

— that's  quite  enough. — Make  sail,  and  leave  me 
to  myself." 

"  If  /  doesn't,  Sir — I  knows  there's  some  one 
elKsooo  will.' 

"  Why,  what  tack's  the  fellow  on  now  ?" 

"On  what  tar.k,  Sir?— On  that  tack,  that 
a  man  may  keep  his  wind,  and  needn't  bear 
up  for  no  one ;  as  long  as  he  knows  he's  doing 
his  duty." 

"  Holloa ! — Holloa  I — it  seems  to  me  as  if 
you'd  hauled  your  jawing  tacks  aboard." 

"  I  axes  your  pardon,  Sir,  I've  nothing 
aboard    more    nor    I    ought — nor   no  one  can 
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say,  as  I  ever  was  the  mao  to  make  a  nitty 
below,  or  alarm  aloft  for  nothing." 

•*  Well,  no  one  said  you  were — there  now — 
shut  the  door — top  your  boom — and  let's  have  a 
little  rest." 

"  ilest  ? — there's  no  rest  in  the  matter,  Sir, — 
things  Vve  gone  too  far  already,"  said  Tiller, 
witl^  an  unusual  degree  of  warmth,  addressing 
bis  master. 

"  Things  gone  too  far  already,  indeed  ? — open 

mutiny,  by  the  Lord. — D n  the  fellow,  what 

does  he  mean  P"  said  the  veteran,  rising  on  his 
elbow,  and  the  blood  rushing  into  his  face. — "  I 
tdl  y^u  what  it  is.  Mister  Tiller,  if  you  think  to 
come  over  me,  with  any  o'  your  independent 
pot-house  slang,  or  your  long-shore-law,  you're 

d ably  misuken." 

"Law,  Sir? — I'm  no  lawyer,  Sir — I  never 
sarved  me  time  to  the  trade  o'  lying. — Nor  you 
can't  say  I  ever  deceived  you  yet,"  continued 
Thomas,  fidgetting  at  his   master's  wardrobe. 
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and  folding  and  refolding  the  veteran's  apparel 
as  he  carried  on  the  colloquy.  **  No,  nor  you 
can*^  say  that  Thomas  was  ever  the  man  when 
rkBng  on  a  lee-shore,  expecting  every  moment 
to  part,  to  be  the  first  to  report  a  strand  gone, 
when  perhaps  'twas  no  more  nor  a  little  o*  the 
rounding  chafed  in  the  hawse.^ 

«  Wdl— what  of  all  that  ?— What  the  devil 
has  that  to  say  to  disturbing  a  man  from  his 
rest,  and  when  you  know  too,  it's  contrary  to 
orders*'* 

^  WasH  contnurry  to  orders.  Sir  ?^  said  Tiller, 
who  was  not  to  be  diverted  from  his  purpose ; 
^  was*t  oontndrry  to  orders  'board  the  Boynty 
Sir,  to  rouze  the  captain  when  there  were 
breakers  a  head,  or  an  enemy  in  sight  ?" 

**  I  never  said  it  was — ^and  you  know  right 
wdl,  that  had  the  officer  o'  the  watch  so  far 
neglected  his  duty — I'd  'a  broke  him,  aye, 
though  he  were  son  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty." 

*'  Very  well,  Sir,**  said  Thomas,  banging  the 
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door  of  the  wardrobe,  as  if  conscious  he  had  now 
overcome  some  of  the  difficulty  of  broaching 
this  ticklish  subject — **  very  weQ,  Sir — by  the 
same  rule  o^  thumb,  if  I  sees  a  squall  brewing 
to  windward,  it's  my  business  to  report  it  to 
my  master,  napping  or  not. — IsnH  it  better  to 
clew-up  in  time  than  lose  your  sticks  ?^ 

"  Lose  your  sticks? — ^Why,  damn  it,  are 
there  smugglers  on  the  coast  P — ^Expect  the  gar- 
den to  be  robbed,  eh  P"^ 

**  No,  no.  Sir — there's  no  fear  o'  that  as  long 
as  RanCs  unmuzzled — ^but  I  doesn't  know  how 
it  isy"  said  Thomas,  unwillingly  drawling  out  his 
words, — *'  I  doesn't  altogether  like  the  look  o"* 
things  since  this  here — this  here  a *' 

<'  This  here  whcU  T  cried  Crank,  who,  think- 
ing there  was  something  in  the  wind,  betrayed 
as  much  impatience  to  solve  his  factotum's 
nieaning  as  he  before  did  to  get  rid  of  his 
company. 

"Why,  Sir  —  this  here  capering  craft — 
matters  seem  to  be  all  going  the  wrong  way 
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siDoe  ihe  put  into  the  port — ^that  there  biM 
biuiiieiBy  and  a—-" 

^  Aye,  that  was  all  your  curs'd^  lubberly 
look-out,''  interrupted  Crank,  alluding  for  the 
hundredth  and  second  time,  to  the  accident  of 
upsetting  the  boat. 

^  Weil,  Sir/'  said  Tiller,  not  a  little  pqoed 
at  this  eternal  rebuke  —  ^  weU,  if  they  got 
the  Uind  side  o^  me  then,  you  riian%  hoWi. 
somerer,  have  to  say  so  now.— So  if  you  takes 
my  advice.  Sir,  youll  dap  on  a  douMe  look* 
out  to-mgnt. 

Here  a  mutual  pause  of  some  moments  en- 
sued. Crank  seemed  impressed  with  a  confused 
perception  of  some  imminent  danger  about  to 
befUl  him : — ^Its  indistinctness  embarrassed  him 
the  move  :-^His  agitation  kept  pace  with  his 
awakening  curionty.  From  a  prone  position 
he  railed  himself  over  on  the  sofa,  and  raised 
himself  upon  his  hands,  assuming  the  attitude 
of  a  half-roused  lion.    Then  survqring  with  a 
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aottti^uraag'  gUnce  hi»  poor  minioii  from  head 
laloptf  be  caugbt  that  solitary  eye  of  his,  and 
fixed  it,  like  a  basilisk ;  gazing  at  him  for  an  ex- 
plpnjtliiQ%  with  an  apfNTdiensive^  yet  incredulous 
tUfT^  Jl  was  in  vain  TiUer  availed  himadf 
ff^llie  jBXolusive  power  he  thus  enjoyed  over 
others  in  the  condensation  of  mental  intelligenGe 
tfaiou^  an  exdusive  optic.  Even  aided  by  the 
muiia  .weacher-beaten  features,  no  distinct  pic- 
ture was  ocmveyed  to  Crank*B  semorium  of  the 
descnption;  or  the  extent  of  the  danger  which 
his  servant  seined  fully  persuaded  awaited  him. 
7— Tom  shook  his  head — looked  pitiful, — ^twisted 
his  tail) — squirt^  his  ^bacoo  jiuce,  despite  of 
another  of  the  articles  of  war  on  the  floor,  and 
dsMT  forth  a  long-winded  agh. — ^At  length, 
finding  he  bad  reckoned  without  his  host,  in 
eakulaling  on  the  expressiveness  of  his  features, 
he,  as  if  in  pity  to  his  master,  thus  broke 
silenceb^-**  The  gemnum^s  a  nice  gemman 
enough;    and    m<Nreover    bears    a   very  good 


CHBCX  BT  DISCOYXBT;  9 

lawdBriahoMPdi  but  still,  yoa^kaom^  Sir,—- 
ihmA  mfmt  iioibum  in  keeping — keepbg-— 

JOB  t«fc^i44Vli9>'4cmfl  yoQ  taywhttt^yottWlb 
«jrf.lUMaiii»?^!  -^^ 

^rii  emuig^to  fc,  if  you'U  let  me  ■  rilttl 
gQod.4iBi%  Suf>— 410  men  Hkee  to  IwabedFitf 
Us  iMk'aa^p-^iit  k  looks  to  me— (nmid,  jfba 
kiioir,^€Kr,  it's  only  a  notion  of  my  owih^^^^— ^*> 

^B'l  'O  your  n^tiops^Here^yott  hare  been 
te  ten  mimites  amioying  me  with  an  mfMBd 
Moiim    woafciag  a  tnvene  about  a  tri^  and 

^  WdB,  Sir,  if  you  think  light  o'  the  buahiMa 
diefa'a.  ao^  kiaaham  to  overhaul  more  o*  'the 
matt»;  but  I  know,"  said  Tom/ eaueleiily 
tbfitmag  bis  tail  over  hb  shoulder,  *^  I  shou^nSt 
aaill  a^ontting-oat  job  a  joke-^^r  think 'k  a 
tfifle  to 'find  some  on  ^em  had  tricked  us;  aiid 
sl]p*t  their  cables  in  the  night" 

B  3 
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<<WlioP  wh«t?-Kl tioo,  what  d'ye  mean? 

-— ^Supdy  there's  nothing,— nothing  happened  I 
hope,  eh  ?" 

^  I  doesn't  knaw^  Sir,"  said  Tiller,  with  em- 
phasis— **  aU  I  know  is,  wfa^i  I  went  my  last 
rounds  to  pick  up  the  shakings  in  the  drawin'- 
ixxxn — what  should  I  see,  but  him,  down  on  both 
marrow-bones,  shoving  Miss  Emily^s  fist  in  his 
mouth,  and  slobbering  it  all  over  Hke  a  sucking 
calf."* 

••Who?'' 

••  Why  this  —  Mister  Burton,  to  be  sure, 
Sir.'' 

••  The  devil?— D ^n  the  fellow,  I  thought 

he  was  more  ashore  than  he  ought. — The  sly 
jader 

At  the  first  intimation  of  real  danger.  Crank 
had  started  on  his  legs,  and,  aided  by  the  help- 
iqgihand  of  Tilkr,  regained  his  perpendicularity. 
—As  it  was  his  custom,  on  occanons  of  import* 
anoe,  he  was  obstfved  hitching  up  the  waistband 
of  Jiis  smallclothes  alternately  with  one  hand  or 
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the  other;  and  hsrii^  hemmed  twice*  He  pre- 
parad  to  fldlj  forth.  Tiller^  as  usual,  fdl  a  few 
paees  in  Ae  rear,  as  the  veteran  proceeded 
hobbfing  ahmg  the  hall:  Crank  muttsering  to 
himself,  with  another  tuck  at  his  ii^xprestthles, 
— <<  Where  oouU  her  mother  be  f' 

^  Why,  bottoBUiiiig  with  Mister  Soma  in  the 
garden,"  Tduntarily  rejdied  Tom. 

''JMfoiiriiMi^r— Devilisingl— fittar  Ibr  her 
to  look  after  her  daughter. — She'd  look  rather 
foolish  if  she  found  the  painter  cut;  anddiecraft 
adrift'' 

Crank  had  hardly  uttered  these  words,  when 
opening  the  drawing<4foom  door  in  no  little  ex- 
dtement,  he  disooyered  Emily  reclining  on  the 
sod  as  he  had  left  her,  and  her  mother  and  the 
lieutSQant  in  conversation,  at  the  further  end  of 

m 

theniom. 

"  How  d'ye  do,  Sir.— Why,  how's  this?** 
said  the  commodore,  addressing  his  sister.—'*  1 
thought  you  were  in  the  garden, 
as  Thomas  calk  it,  with  the  doctor.'^ 
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**  Fie,  brother — I  only  wonder  that  you  can 
at  all  tolerate  the  vulgar  phraseology  of  that 
illiterate,  unbelieving  wretch. — He's  a  perfect 
sea  bear,  Mr.  Burton, — an  absolute  marine 
monster.*' 

'*  I  only  wish  he  heard  you  calling  him  a 
marine.  —  He'd   rather   be  called   a   soger  at 


once." 


Burton  and  Emily  looked  at  each  other  as 
if  somewhat  relieved  by  the  turn  the  conversa- 
tion was  taking,  from  the  apprehension  that 
Tiller  had  communicated  the  discovery  he  had 
so  abruptly  made. 

.  Mrs.  Crank  resumed — '<  But  if  you  wish  to 
know  where  I  was,  I  can  inform  you  that  I  was 
receiving  a  most  instructive  lecture  on  the  me- 
dicinal properties  of  plants ;  and  regret  that  the 
lecturer's  professional  avocations  prevented  his 
remaining  to  tea." 

Crank  had  predetermined  with  Tiller  to  be 
calm,  and  saw  the  propriety  of  adopting  his  advice 
in  not  taking  the  parties  suddenly  aback. 


(C 
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<*  Well*  and  how  lo9g  halve  jfou  been*  here, 
Mi8terBuiilini?-''f  -         ..  i-  •  «  *i  .. 

^^-Whj)  I^ould  think  jDeady  an  houCySiii 
— 4}«t  HiflftjGrank  was  uDwillidg  td  disturb  your 
repose,"  uo;. 

**  So  was  Tbamasyf  said  Cranky  saroastictf  ly 
— <<  and  what  havev  j/cu  been  ik|>  tOy^^Jkfiis 
Emily  ?"  »vi 

<«I)Uiieia?"  said  Emily^a  little  caaftMd— 
VTB-^Tre  been  too  nmch  indispoBed'^tSHi^to 
in  fisu^do^any  thing.*'  iv.r 

^  Indisposed  in  one  sense,^  perhaps,^   slid 
Crank,  somewhat  mysteriously. 
ENrtcniitned^  however^  to  investigata  iha  dr- 

« 

cinnit8nos&  detailed  by  Tiller,  Crank  remained 
for  some  moments  mute,  beating,  as  it  ia.Tul- 
garlj  ^rmed,  the  deviPs  tattoo,  with  hia.aaoe 
on  the  floor,  and  revolving  in  hb  mind,  like  a 
man  at  his  wit's  end,  the  best  mode  of  oowmun- 
ing  with  the  lieutenant  apart,  without  exciting 
suqpidon  in  the  party. 

«  I  must  get  you  before  you  go,  Mister  Bur- 
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tan,"  Mud  Cnuik,  "  to  step  into  my  room,  and 
•ee  wh&t's  the  matter  with  the  barometer:  it 
appearm  to  me  quite  out  of  order—the  quick- 
ttlvtf  keeps  down  in  the  keUon." 

**  I  shall  have  great  pleasure,"  said  Burton, 
alfcetii^  a  composure,  which  the  renewed  mjs- 
taioiu  hints  forbad  him  to  feel. 

**  Well,  then,"  said  Crank,  "  we  may  as  well 
oretfaaul  her  at  once." 

Iliey  both  left  the  drawing>room,  and  as  soon 
M  they  had  entered  CranWs  own  room,  he 
flkntwusly  btdted  the  door. 

"  Now,"  said  he,  *'  we  are  al«ie,  out  o'  hail 
o*  the  women.  —Tell  me — ^you  ham't  been — 
been  a— (for  you  must  know,  I'm  one  o'  your 
alnuf^tifor'ard  fellows  —  hate  working  Tom 
Case's  traverse  to  come  at  the  truth — (say  what 
I  mean  and  mean  what  I  say — always  £ome  to 
the  point  at  once — that's  my  maxim). — Besides, 
there's  no  great  harm  in  the  thing  after  all — 
young  men  are  young  men  all  the  world  over — 
•0  you  needn't  mince  the  matter  m'  me." 
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A  it  of  cooghing^  tortarmtdjj  cut  riiort  these 
ramhlingi  md  exeimm  flights  of  the  Teteran's 
sRtttic  eurioeitgr ;  whidi^  with  the  intentioii  of 
being  omidenaed  into  point  and  terse  interrog*- 
torj,  would^  but  for  this  seasondile  interruption, 
have  wandered  in  his  present  vein,  round  the 
pde^  and  to  the  other  side  of  the  equator,  ere 
it  liad  formed  itself  into  any  question,  capable 
of  a  replication. — ^The  interruption  senred  Ae 
purpose  of  bringing  Crank  to  his  recollection, 
and  ve-assuring  his  young  friend,  who  had 
been  justly  alarmed  by  the  formal,  senous 
aqpect  of  the  old  gentieman,  in  commencing  the 
above  series  of  intervogatories,  apologies,  innu- 
endos,  and  disclaimers,  all  in  a  breath,  and  he 
made  up  Us  mind  to  brave  the  storm,  and  aTow 
himself  openly  as  Emily^s  suitor,  by  the  time 
the  commodore  resumed— 

'<  Curse  this  cough  of  mine,  it  sometimes 
brings  me  up  with  a  round  turn,  when  Fm 
mort  anxious  to  speak. — ^It*s  not  from  bad  lungs, 
for  I'm  as  sound-winded,  thank  God  I  as  any 
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boatswain  in  the  fleet,— but  it's  a  sort  of  a — 
nervous— -d  -d  tickling  in  the  throat— but  a 
—but  tell  me — ^you  havn't  been — (don^t  mind 
me,  though  I  am  her  uncle) — ^you  havn't  been 
—bang  it — ^you  havn't  been  talking  soft  non- 
sense to  my  niece  i" 

Burton,  who  by  this  time  was  perfectly  col- 
lected, with  great  calmness  replied— ^' Al- 
though, my  dear  Sir,  you  may  imagine  I  have 
infringed  on  the  privileges  of  hospitality ;  and 
looking  at  it  alone  in  that  light,  you  may 
possibly  be  impressed  with  an  unfavourable' 
opinion—^—" 

<*  Not  at  all,  my  friend,  quite  the  contrary. — 
Hang  it,  there  wasn't  a  gayer  fellow  in  the 
fleet  than  myselfl — Why,  Sir,  I  was  a  regular 
fancy .  man  with  all  the  Port-Royal  craft,  from 
Black  Judy  up  to  Kingston«Kate — so  don't  be 
uneasy  on  that  score." 

This  well-intended,  though  ouirS  confession 
produced  an  instantaneous  effect  on  poor  Bur- 
ton's nervous   system. — Perhaps  not  all  the 
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ante^Msaoditt  ia  the-  whole  maieria  medica 
oould  so  eoea  hmre  restored  his  faltering  tongue, 
«f  faenov  proceeded ;  placing  his  hand  on  his  heart, 
-~^  I^obGged  by  youf  candour ;  but  I  had,  I 
assure  you,  Sfa*!  predetermined  to  avow  to  jou, 
as  to  an  indulgent  friend,  that  ftom  the  first 
moineiit  I  beheld  your  lovely  niece,  I  became 
eiMunoured-— " 

**  Enamoared  ! — that^s  a  riUy  novel-sounding 
pliFBse— it  carries  sudi  a  lubberly  twang  with 
it— Cairt  yoa  say  struck-comical,  or  stilitten 
fttNB  dew  to  earing — some  diip-shape  expres- 
sion.— However,  don't  let  me  interrupt  you/' 

'*  Well,  Sir,  in  candour  I  must  confess,  that 
this  e^^ening,  for  the  first  time,  I  have  disclosed 
to  her  own  ear  that  preference  which  I  feel;  and 
shall  always  fed,  she  merits  beyond  the  rest  of 
her  sex,  both  for  the  charms  of  her  mind  and 
her  person. — To  the  existence  of  this  passion, 
I  thnk'  she  could  not  have  been  previously 
blind." 

♦*  Nor  Thomas  either," — muttered  Crank. 
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**  Yet,  however  ardently  I  may  have  dis- 
elcMed  my  passioa,  be  assured,  ~~  my  respect 
for  her, — and  let  me  add,  Sir,  for  yourself, 
-^)roinpted  me  to  make  it  with  the  utmost 
deUcacy." 

*'  Delicacy ! — you  and  Thomas  seem  to  have 
Tery  different  notions  on  that  head." 

"  Surely,  Sir,  the  man  has  not  presumed  to 
pcisMi  your  ear  with  any  insinuation  derogatory 
to  her,  or  my  honour." 

"  Why,  no — he  only  seemed  to  think  things 
were  gcAng  too  far — that  is  to  say — you  were 
making  tolerahle  head-way  in  the  buraness — But 
tell  me»  what  did  the  girl  say  herself?" 

"  I  must  confess.  Sir,  her  answer  was  dictated 
t^  as  much  discretion  as  you  yourself  could 
have  wished." 

**  Discretioo  } — a  crooked  word  that — if  she 
mcntioaed  it  herself,  uke  my  word — there's  no 
love  in  the  affair : — when  a  fftTs  thinking  of 
<  nuD,  that's  the  last  thing  that  comes  into 
her  head." 
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**  Poisibly  so— with  one  ai  another  tempera- 
menty  and  less  intellectual  than  your  niece." 

^  Why  the  gtrl's  now&e  enough. — She*s  my 
cam  hringuig  up. — ^But,  throwing  aside  all  Teer- 
ing  and  hauling,  how  did  it  end  7" 

^  In  a  mere  perminon  to  correspond  during 
my  abaence." 

'*  Well,  well,  there's  nothing  in  that^ — I  sup- 
pose,— ^in  a  firiendly  way." 

**  Pardon  me.  Sir,  I  must  be  sincere ;  and 
onoe  for  all,  acknowledge  that  I  entertain  for 
her  a  passion,  which  time  or  distance  cannot 
abate— and  that  all  other  motives  of  amtntion, 
whether  professional  or  otherwise,  are  secondary 
to  that  of  rendering  myself  worthy  of  her  hand 
tor  life ; — and  when  I  make  this  avowal  of  a 
preference  founded  on  reason  and  passion,  I  b^ 
you  to  remember.  Sir,  that  it  is  not  the  avowal 
of  youthful  enthusiasm,  or  of  one  whose  judg- 
ment has  not  been  matured  by  experience. — 
In  a  word.  Sir, — without  her,  I  feel  I  shall 
never  be  happy. 
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"  Tut,  tut— that's  the  old  tune.— The  first 
dose-reefed  taupsle  breeze  of  the  Black  Rocks,* 
will  blow  it  all  oflP. — Believe  me,  love's  like 
many  other  things  at  sea,  very  hard  to  keep  in 
blue-water. — No,  no,  it*s  time  enough  to  think 
of  a  wife,  after  youVe  shipped  the  other  swab, 
and  made  prize  money  enough  to  pay  her 
mess." 

**  I  hope  that  day  is  not  £ar  distant." 
**  Dbtant !— There^s  no  calculating  on  pro- 
motion. — Look  at  me.  Sir, — I  was  fifteen  years 
buffeting  about  in  a  cockpit ;  and  never  made  a 
ftmction  of  prize  money  until  I  was  ten  years 
post. — Suppose  any  poor  girl  had  waited  for 
me?— God  help  you ! — ^it's  all  a  lottery  !" 

*  Black  Rock»— Rocks,  situated  aboat  five  miles  off  the 
laiidj  between  the  port  of  Brest  and  Island  of  Ushant — ^They 
aie  of  the  most  foibidding,  gloomy  aspect,  scarcely  a£fbrding 
a  retting-place  to  the  lonely  sea-fowl,  and  are  peculiarly  ex- 
posed to  the  fury  of  the  elements  in  hard  weather. — A  cruize 
hare  is  prescribed  (to  use  a  medical  phrase)  Tery  much  in  the 
nature  of  a  correctire ;  and  officers  condemned  to  a  melancholy 
cmiae '  off  the  Black  Rocks,*  may  sometimes  safely  attribute 
It  to  their  being  <on  the  Black  List' 
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^<  Perbaps  so,  without  interest ;  but  I  flatter 
myself  ^  posse^  that  which  ib  influential." 

.  **  Have  you  a .  cousin  at  the  Board — or  is 
your  uncle  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty — or  are 
you  n  Scotchman  ?" 

'<No,  thank  God!  Sir,  Fm  of  an  old  English 
family— I'm  of  the  Burtons  of  Glo'stershire." 

**  Well,  my  dear  fellow,  you  may  be  what 
you  please ;  but  unless  you  are  one  of  the  three 
I  mentioned)  you  may  drop  fnanjf  a  card  at 
the  Adiniralty,  without  being  asked  up  stairs."^ 

Here  a  vain  endeavour  was  made  to  opm 
the  door. — Immediately  after.  Tiller  announced 
that  **  the  ladies  waited  tea." — Crank  suddenly 
turning  on  his  heel,  exclaimed  **  Coming,  com- 
ing."— Then,  facing  half  round  to  the  lieutenant, 
and  holding  the  handle  of  the  door,  he  said,  in 
a  low  tone.— "  Come,  let^s  join  'em — they*"!! 
think  we're  {dotting  mischief." 

•*  Crtid^  if  alire  in  this  daj,  would  be  agreeably  surprised 
at  ih»Uiailaty  of  aeeen,  now  afforded  officers  under  such  dr- 
cumstances.  Thanks  to  the  Lord  High  Adnural,  and  those 
immediately  about  him ! 


Kued  the 

<iU  ceockmB  br  the  am — ■riakifd  his  pio- 
bride  depBtnre  ia  the  manniig,  and,  vith  numy 

tDobcam  aomeco- 
coangRDent  of  his  soot  feom  fan  cnni  I^k^  wdl 
kBO>viiig  that  he  eonld  hope  tar  none  finom 
EmOj^'s  mother. — Mof ed  bjr  this  earnestness, 
and  Us  kindlj  Ceding  towards  the  Toong  man, 
he  avenred  a  little  from  the  straight  path  he  on 
alloccasioDs  pursued;  and  calculating  on  the 
imptobability  of  Burton's  oreiooming  the  ob- 
stacles which  be  was  about  to  enumerate,  he 
thus  partially  accepted  him  as  the  lover  of  his 


^  Emily,  you  see,  is  a  showy,  fine  girl,  and 
much  admired  about  here. — The  soldiers  come 
sculking  after  her :  but  I^d  rather  she  married  a 
s«lor,  I  confess — Bendes,  she'll  be  well  off: — 
but  then  married  people  can't  live  on  hope, — I 
don*t  mean  to  slip  my  wind  yet,  Mr  Burton. — 
You  understand  me? — So,  if  she  donH  get 
spliced  before  you*re  made  a  commander,  and 
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pocket  flome  prize  money,  jou  shall  have  my 
oonaeiit — that  k,  if  Emily  likes,  and  you  con- 
tinue in  the  same  mind." 

And  having  thus  cautiously  clogged  his  con- 
sent, with  as  many  conditions  as  a  dying  man 
would  a  last  will  and  testament  of  his  freehold, 
oc^yhoM,  and  other  property,  whether  real  or 
personal,  he  betook  himself  to  flight,  blowing 
aloBg  the  passage  like  a  grampus,  and  entered 
the  drawing-room  with  flushed  face,  and  in  a 
state  of  evident  excitement. 

Fardifierentwas  thefieuse,  as  well  as  the  pace^ 
of  hb  companion ;  as  he  slowly  followed  him 
with  measured  step,  anxious  eye,  and  a  mind 
depressed  by  many  forebodings,  as  to  the  al- 
most insuperable  difficulties  which  interposed 
between  him  and  the  completion  of  his  sole, 
overwhelming  wish. — By  the  time  he  had 
reached  the  door,  his  breathing  became  short,—* 
his  lips  parched, — ^his  brain  burned, — and  Us 
handa  became  entangled  in  the  inartificial  curls 
of  his  Uack  hair. — Conscious,  how  unfit  he  was 
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ta  enoounter  the  keen  eye  of  Mrs.  Crank,  he 
stalked  past  like  a  ghost ;  and  endeavoured  to 
compose  himself  by  a  few  turns  in  the  cool 
evening  air  out  of  doors. 

All  around  was  placid  and  serene. — The  air 
was  calm,  and  the  flowers  breathed  fragrance. 
The  shrill  whistle  of  the  blackbird,  and  deeper 
melody  of  the  thrush,  were  interchanged  from 
the  opposite  shrubberies.  The  sun  was  fast 
descending ;  and  the  high  land  to  the  westward 
had  already  involved  in  shadow,  a  portion  of  the 
harbour,  where,  in  the  full  glare  of  the  reflected 
sunbeams,  lay  his  home  upon  the  waters ;  all 
ready  for  sea.  Her  decks  were  still  in  a  state 
of  activity,  owing  perhaps  to  the  wind  having 
come  round  still  more  since  his  leaving  her. 
The  boat  which  had  brought  him  on  shore,  was 
now  returning  to  the  ship,  on  board  which  he 
distinctly  heard  three  bells  struck,  with  an  acute 
vibration  of  pain  in  the  head  and  heart  at  every 
stroke,  as  though  it  were  a  parting  knell  for  a 
cherished  friend  or  loved  parentf  Nature  vin- 
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dicated  that  sway  which  she  uncontrolledly  ex- 
ercises at  times,  as  well  over  the  stoutest  hearts 
as  feebler  spirits :  and  a  gush  of  scalding  brine 
traced  his  burning  cheeks,  and  kindly  reliev^ 
his  proud  bursting  heart 

Strange  as  it  may  appear,  the  tea-party  waited 
in  vain  for  his  return,  and  twenty  minutes  had 
elapsed,  ere  Tiller  announced  his  conviction  that 
he  had  **  cut  and  run." 

**  Umph,*' — muttered  Crank. 

<*Aye^  and  there,"  said  Tiller,  pointing  to  the 
foot  of  the  so£e^  '*  he^s  forgot  his  hat  in  his 
hurry." 
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CHAPTER  II. 


A  RUMPUS. 


What  1  gone  witfaoiit  a  word  ? 

SUAKSPBARK. 

Who  could  helieTe  what  strange  bugbeanb 

Mankind  creates  itself  of  fears. 

That  spring,  like  fern,  that  insect  weed, 

Eqaivocally  without  seed. 

And  have  no  possible  foundation. 

But  merely  in  th'  imagination ! 

HUOIBBAS. 


It  may  be  readily  conceived  that  the  abrupt 
departure  of  the  lieutenant  created  no  less  sur- 
prise  in  the  mind  of  Emily  and  her  mother, 
than  in  that  of  Crank ;  who  stubbornly  resdved 


to  himieif  1»  affovd  mo^  dhie  ta  the  mytsXery. 
¥wom  tbe  node  ur  wbick  h«  had  rood^edi  the 
miinuilipp  en  whkb  ke  actod^  ke  bad  eyerj  rea^ 
ion  Ub  heBffw  Tfllar  s  woancj  naight  be  depended 
OB^  Indeed).  Ae  aid  gantleinan  fek  no  soiaU 
gralificadeD  in  having  an*  opportotiitjr  of  pity« 
iogoffalitdeuDdeiplol  of  his  own  imder  A* 
auastances  irinch  must  hare  stroMgly  exdied 
Ae  feelingtf  and  csuriostty  of  Ae  two  fair  delioM 
queatiy  who  had  often  kept  hkn  m  suspense^, 
mder  wnUinrrituation^  for  darfs^  when  oa«  word 
i»apiaiiatieD  woald  haye  cleared  up  the  mye^ 
lerfd^^^And  if  ha  had  any  regret  on  die  subjeoty 
itaroiafroiAtheconvictioo  that  the  perplesdty 
oCAa  alder  \ukf  eould  notbe  abovo  a  ^the  of 
thad  felt  by  her  daughter.-— It  was^neverthelesd^ 
dbegfvnble»  Aat  however  frequent  the  aUusiona 
flHide  Jo  the  strangenees  of  thi»  incident,  Emily 
waa  leo  muab  occupied  lO'.  imravieUing  hef  own 
tboiighl%  to  join  in'  the  suimises  or  iniSerencet  of 
one  so  imperfectly  acquauMedas  her  motW  #itb 
the  previous  circumstances  to  whi^  Aia  stained 
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obviously  to  have  a  reference ;  whilst  her  uncle, 
with  the  unbending  sturdiness  for  which  he  was 
remarkable,  preserved  a  sullen  silence,  and  left 
(he  fidd  open  to  conjecture. — He  was  observed  at 
times  to  rise  from  his  seat  and  walk  a  few  paces, 
rubbing  his  hands  together,  as  persons  are  wont 
when  satisfied  with  themselves.  The  effect  pro- 
duced by  this  conduct  was  exactly  that  con- 
templated by  the  captain. — Mrs.  Crank's  eyes 
wandered  incessantly  from  her  daughter  to  him, 
and  from  him  to  her  daughter ;  and  she  was  soon 
convinced  by  the  anxiety  of  Emily,  whenever  she 
looked  (which  was  but  seldom)  inquisitively 
towards  the  old  gentleman,  that  she  herself  was 
at  a  loss  to  account  for  this  singular  behaviour. 
Piqued  at  being  foiled  by  his  unusual  taciturnity, 
she  returned  to  the  charge  again  and  again, 
abipfog  her  interrogatories  with  Protean  in- 
genH'ity^--8ometime6  as  an  exdamation— some, 
times  as  an  observation-*— sometimes  as  a  question, 
end  again  as  an  answer. 
♦•How strange,  eh  ?'^ 
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^  And  so  gentlemiinly  like  a  man  !" 

'<  But  he's  li  stranger  to  us,  and  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  I"   . 

'  ^<  Persons  should  not  be  too  indiscriminate  in 
thehr  civilities/' 

•  ^  It  should  be  a  warning  to  you>  Captain  C, 
bow  you  open  your  door  to  pec^ile  you  know 
nothing  about." 

<*  Did  ThoinaB  really  say  he  saw  him  go  ?*' 

^  Do  jfou  recollect,  Captaia  C.  ?""   . 

Finding  him  imperturbably  nlent,  she,  as  a 
resortf  hast^ed  to  adopt  the  part  of 
to  her  own  questions* 

^No^  now  /recollect,  he  did  not"  . 

^  I  might  have  spared  myself  the  trouble  of 
asking  you."  •        ^ 

During'  this  attempt  to  extract  evidence  from 
«D  unwilling  witness,  which,  by. the  bye,  might 
have  done  htmour  to  legal  acumenin  the  courts 
of  Westminster  Hall,  she  had  the  mortification 
to  perceive  that  the  witness  proved  himself  more 
than  a  match  for  either  Sir  Vickery  or  Garrow, 
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rerealing  that  to  her  mother  of  which  she  might 
will  be  ignorant. — Even  to  attempt  her  defence 
from  injurious  suspicion,  would  involve  her  in 
«  Gonfes^on  which  might  be  perverted  to  her 
own  prejudice:  whilst  the  doubts  which  per- 
vaded her  mind  as  to  what  had  traoEpiredin  the 
interview  between  her  uncle  and  her  lover;  and, 
more  than  all,  those  arising  from  the  singularity 
of  his  sudden  disappearance,  rendered  her  situa- 
tion one  of  greater  perplexity  than  can  well  be 
imagined.  In  such  a  situation,  she  felt  it  would 
be  most  prudent  to  affect  an  unconcern  she  did 
not  feel :  but  resolved,  ere  the  night  was  over,  to 
attempt  to  glean  information  in  an  opener  and 
more  accessible  field. 

Meanwhile  the  fugitive,  scarcely  conscious 
of  any  thing  external,  had  arrived  at  the  beach, 
and  finding  that  the  boat  bad  returned  on 
board,  jumped  into  the  first  fisherman's  skiff 
which  offered,  and  was  soon  rowed  to  the  brig. 
The  sentinel  and  the  officer  of  the  watch  were 
both  surprised  at  his  appearing  uncovered,  as  he 
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at  k■ed^  by  le. 

froo  die  Ufwi,  vlio  begged 

TOuid  kuRT,  or  he  woldnt 

to  SBtl  lad  direct  ihit  whidi  was 

tka  JOT  of  its  ottDgled  pie- 

^  There,*  he  sud,  thw»«t;tg  the  letter  into 
die  impstient  messenger's  hand,  ^  take  thb  to 
Camperdoim  Cottage — ask  to  see  the  young 
lady,  and  delirer  it  into  her  own  hands — but  be 
partjcular  not  to  entrust  it  to  that  prying  old  fox 
widi  the  one  eye. — Now,  remember,  onhf  the 
young  lady,  and  there^s  payment  for  your 
trouble— quick ;  beoff.^ 

In  due  time  that  evening  the  fidierman  ap- 
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peared  at  the  cottage,  and  passed  the  out-posts^ 
old  Raimj  and  the  aforesaid  prying  fox,  to 
whom  he  refused  to  communicate  hia  business. 
Tiller  repaired  to  the  drawing-room,  where  he 
found  Mrs.  Crank  alone,  both  Emilj  and  her 
uncle  having  retired  for  the  night,  and  ac 
quainted  her  that  a  strange  man  wished  to  see 
her  daughter,  and  refused  to  say  on  what  errand 
he  came.  .       •       * 

Mrs.  Crank,  who  was  never  slow  to  suspicion, 
appeared  to  hesitate  for  a  moment— an  air  of 
thoughtfulness  was  soon  succeeded  by  a  selfi- 
sadsfied  smile — 

*^  You  are  certain  he*s  a  stranger  ?^  said  she. 

••  Sartain,  Ma'am." 

*^  Wdl,  then,  say  nothing  of  Miss  Crank,  but 
send  him  in — ^perhaps  I  may  answer  as  weU, 
noce  die  can*t  be  seen  now.'' 

The  fisherman,  after  some  delay,  was  ushered 
intcrihe  presence  of  the  lady« — There  was  but  a 
single  chamber-candle  in  the  room,  as  if  the 
"penoa  seated  on  the  sofa  was  about  to  retire  to 
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Witfa  diRe  vines  a£  hia  rjtsz  iaot  aa  d&e 

and  &  lu^  at'  cne  fixeieek  of 
overiuncinz  his  fccrfieaii,  be  ippropiii- 
qoBtcd  b^  slow  degreei^  wimac  his  re^iectfui 
HKdenee  prevented  hini  from  comiii^  ligtic  in 
fioBt  of  the  ladT  vfaom  be  ihtis 


*^  Be  JOB  yiim  Crank,  Ma'am  r 

^  Yc9»^  whiipend  the  matron. 

<«  'Cmtae  ifje  bees.  Mis,"  '^^ 
*^rxe  got  zonmict  for  je  from  the 
'ni  maike  thee  aizier,  and,  moThap,  cure  Toiir 
ussorder.** 

A  slight  titter,  or  suppressed  laugh,  at  thi5 
obsenration,  oonTinoed  him  she  was  the  fair  oor- 
raqxmdent  lor  whom  the  letter  was  destined, 
and  the  next  minute  it  was  fast  clasped  in  her 
eager  hand. 

^  You'll  read  un,  mayhap  ? — and  ril  wait  for 
n  token  bacL^' 

^  No,  no/'  said  the  matron,  in  a  hoarse  tcme. 
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wbidk  startled  him  as  to  her  identity— <<  it  re- 
quires  no  answer." 

<<  Why,  bless  thee  heart,  thee  can't  tell  by 
OQtnde  any  more  than  I  can  without  looking  thee 
in  the  fiice,  if  you  be  the  it>ight  parton  to  open 
it." 

Emily's  attendant  Martha  at  this  momcM 
entered  to  say  that  Miss  Crank  wished  to  see 
her. 

^Why,  baint  this  Miss?*'  roared  the  out- 
witted  waterman. 

^'  Silence,  brute!"  said  the  mirtron,  rising  with 
offended  dignity,  and  eyeing  him  contemptu^ 
ously;  ^^leaye  the  house,  and  beware  how  you 
come  on  such  errands  again,  you  poor  incompe- 
tent agent  of  vice  and  mischief.'^ 

'^Dangit'— faikens,*'  repUed  the  fellow,  **h 
moij^t  a  known  it  was  an  old  un,  by  its  croke. 
r-4Eo  Tze  knocked  down  th'  wrong  pin,  loike  a 
boobie.'* 

As  he  retreated  along  the  passage,  he  was  en- 
countered by  old  Tom;  who,  aware  of  his  mii^ 
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hap,  now  repaid  the  fisherman's  distrust  by 
tauntingly  remarking — 

**  So,  you  scaly  raggamuffin,  you  thought  if 
you  stuck  your  head  in  the  mud  like  an  eel, 

nobody'd  find  you  out — D n  it,  Fm  up  to 

your  dodge. — You  thought  you  were  too  deep 
for  a  fellow — but  it  sarves  you  right, — and 
I*m  glad  you're  catched  in  your  own  net." 

"  Why,  dang  it — who  could  trust  to  thee  ? — 
Didn't  the  gemman  zaiy,  thee  were  the  worst 
vrend  he^d  a  got- and  cautioned  me  not  to 
trust  to  the  prying  old  vox  with  the  blind 
eye. 

Tiller  contented  himself  with  muttering  a 
curse  at  him  for  a  rascally  liar,  and  bundling 
him  out  of  doors,  to  find  his  way  in  the  dark. — 
The  uncouth,  angry  confab  in  the  passage,  end- 
ing in  a  violent  slam  of  the  hall-door,  which 
shook  every  article  of  furniture  in  the  cottage, 
alarmed  the  owner  so  much,  that  his  bell  was 
soon  in  r^uisition,  and  Tiller  appeared  at  his 
bedside. 
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**'  Why,  Thomas,  what's  ail  the  noise  ?" 

"  Nothing,  Sir, — I  know  ^ou'S  be  thinking 
it  nothing, — ^for  so  you  said  afore.^ 

<*  Come,  none  of  your  round-about  rigs — tell 
me  directly  the  reason  of  all  that  row." 

**  Well,  if  you  must  know,  Sir,  we  was 
boarded  in  the  smoke/' 

**  Who  ?— how  ?— where  P'* 

«  Mister  Burton,  Sir." 

**  What,  come  back  at  this  hour  ?** 

**  No,  Sir, — ^but  a  fisherman  " 

"  A  fisherman  ?** 

"  Yes,  Sir,  an  enemy." 

**  An  enemy  ?** 

**  Aye,  an  enemy ;  Sir,  I  told  you  how  it 
'ould  be." 

'    "  The  devil. — Hand  me  my  pistols— what  is 
be  at — ^where  is  the  villain  ?" 

**  Bless  you,  he's  gone.  Sir." 

•*  And  why  all  this  alarm  ? — What  has  Mr. 
Burton  to  do  with  it  ? — Explain,,  scoundrel — 
explain  all,  or  you  shall  have  the  contents  of  this 
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in  your  head,'*  said  the  irritated  veteran ;  half- 
levelling  a  pistol  at  his  favourite. 

«  Fire !— With  all  my  heart,  Sir.— If  you'd 
given  a  body  time,  you'd  a  heard  it  all. — Now 
Tm  mum,^ — and  he  stood  looking  calmly  at  his 
master,  with  his  arms  a-kimbo. 

**  Provoking  rascal !— was  ever  man  so  cursed 
as  I,  with  a  mule-headed  swabber,  that  won't 
lead  or  drive.*^ 

^<  Mule-headed  swabber !"  muttered  Thomas. 

"  Well,  come,  take  your  own  time-^-tell  me,  is 
there  any  thing  amiss  ? — ^Are  we  all  safe  now  ?" 

**  Damme  if  I  knows.  Sir — but  here's  the 
misses  herself — she  knows  more  o'  the  matter 
nor  me." 

**  Close  the  door,  man," -^  said.  Crank — 
*^ quick!"  —  but  it  was  too  late:  there  the 
lady  stood,  in  the  door- way,  a  letter  in  hand ; 
and  as  Tiller  ceased,  she  opened  her  fire  on  the 
veteran. 

<<  Pretty  dcnngs!— and  you  too,  at  the  bottom 
of  them  r 
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^  Ot  what,  Madam  ?— of  what  ?" 

^*  Of  this  letter,  Sir,  to  your  niece,  and  of  the 
whole  mystery,  as  it  now  appears/' 

"  I  wrote  her  no  letter — ^are  you  all  mad  ?" 

**  Answer  for  yourself.  Sir — can  you  be  in 
your  ^^ses,  to  suffer  yourself  to  be  made  such 
a  dupe,  by  a  young  libertine  like  him — or  en- 
courage these  clandestine  and  shameful  proceecU 
ings  ? — ^Besides,  the  letter  itself  is  worse  than 
equiyocal — and  I  am,  indeed,  to  be  kept  in'  the 
dark,  am  I  ? — I'll  leave  not  a  stone  unturned 
to  countermine  so  iniquitous  and  unholy  an 
alliance  against  a  mother's  peace.''^ 

**  Peace  ! — I  wish  you  wouMn*t  disturb  my 
peace  I  know,  —  this  is  the  second  time  to- 
night'' 

**  For  shame.  Sir,  to  affect  to  treat  the  matt^ 
fi^tly — I  have  his  letter !" 

*«  Whose  letter  ?" 

**  Why,  that  parvenue  proiegfe  of  yours, 
Mister  Burton !" 
.    *•  Burton — ^why  what's  he  done  ?" 
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"  What! — why  written  a  letter  to  Emily, 
which  insults  her  most  grossly,  and  for  ever  dis- 
graces you." 

**  It*8  impossible ! — It's  not  in  his  nature — 
an  unassuming,  modest ^" 

**  Very  modest,  indeed  I — Infamous  wre*ch ! — 
But  I'll  read  the  disgraceful  letter,  and  leave  it 
even  to  this  poor  heathen  here,  whether  he 
ought  ever  to  be  permitted  to  enter  the  doors 
again.* 

**  I  doesn't  know  that,  Ma'am— rbut  as  mat- 
ters stand — a  good  look-out  would  be  ad  vise- 
able — and  I  told  the  captain  as  much  this 
evening." 

'    Here  Mrs.  Crank  proceeded  to  read  from  the 
paper  in  her  hand — 

**  *  Doubtless^  my  ever  dearest  Emily,* 

"  Ever  dearest — was  there  ever  such  impu- 
dence! 

^  *  For  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  address  you 
by  any  other  appellative,  you  must  have  thought 
my  abrupt  departure  unaccountably  strange.'* 
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<<  Strange,  h^  calls  it — I  call  it,  rude  and 
yulgar, 

'*  ^  Prvdtnce  diciaied  tfuU  ii  was  impossible 
again  to  havis  appeixred  in  your  presence^  much 
less  to  havfi  tdken  a  cold  oful  formal  leave  of  you 
after  wJuU  had  previous^  passed^* 

**  Passed  l-^Indeed  things,  one  would  imagine, 
bad  come  to  a  pretty  pass. — Grod  grant  thejs 
hav'n't  gone  too  far  I**' 

"  There  it  is.  Ma'am,"  said  Tiller,—^*  that's 
exactly  what  I  says  to  the  captun  this  evening.? 

"  '  It  was  better  Jbr  both — your  unde  knows 

da: 

**  Knows  all ! — what  do  you  know.  Sir  ? — ? 
As  a  parent,  I  insist  on  your  relieving  my 
suspense. 

•  "  *  /  confessed  every  thing — and  he  bore  it 
better  than  I  could  have  possibly  eapected — kh 
deed^  he  rather  encouraged  me  at  last.-— -He  said^ 
hehad  been  gay  hnnsdf,  and  thought  it  was  er- 
^usaiie  in  youth: 

No   doubt    you    bore   it    philosophically 
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enough,  to  be  sure. — ^How  oouid  yon,  widi  any 
face,  affect  to  be  shocked,  after  your  own  lioen- 
tioiit  admisBions? — Encouraged  faoD,  too! — 
▼eteran  Tillany. — ^Wby  not  let  audi  a  monster 
looae  on  any  other  females,  than  those  of  your 
own  family  ? 

** '  Yawr  awn  discretion  will  dictate  ike  best 
time  to  break  it  toyowrmolher — tho^h  I  almost 
dread  the  result.* 

^  Unparalleled  scoundrel ! — this  requires  no 
comment — Just  Heavens,  what  have  I  lived  to 
witness! 

'*  ^  7^  inspection  of  the  barometer  was  only 
a  riM  of  the  eld  gentleman  to  take  me  to  task.* 

'*  That  proves  you've  been  a  pander  to  his 
guilt! 

***  So  I  suppose  he  means  to  keep  your  mother 
in  the  dark.' 

^^  Providence  be  pndsed,  the  darkness  is  dis- 
pelled.— *He  is  a  light  to  our  feet,'  as  the 
Divine  Word  assiures  us,  *and  a  lanthom  to  our 
path.*'' 


^  No,  Ma'aa,"^  said  Tiller,  <<  be  came  with- 
out a  lantero,  for  I  bundled  him  out  in  the  daik.'^ 

^  Ungodly  scoffer,  peace ! 

^<  I  have  his  permisrion  to  write.* 

^  But  he^s  not  got  mine. 

^  *  Whkh  I  shall  matt  gladfy  embrace  at  every 
fammrabUopportunikf. — Until  that  happy  day^ 
vMeh  again  reetoree  meio  ike  only  society  I  shall 
ever  prixe;  believe  {hat  an  attachment  Jar  you 
tMdk  no  pen  can  describe— no  other  heart  can 
eoncdve^  animates  every  thought  of  him^  who 
ddights  to  subscribe  himself , 

"  *  Your  devoted 

"*Fbedebick  Buaxov/ 

**  Oh,  aye — there^s  the  ardour  as  usual — just 
concludes  like  every  other  artful  and  seductive 
pen — but  it  shall  rest  with  me  to  cut  up  the 
connexion  by  the  roots. — I'll  make  it  my  study, 
night  and  day,  to  defeat  such  infamous  in- 
trigues, which  I'm  astonished  you  should  be 
detected  m,  without  blushing  for  your  own 
Aame  and  depravity." 
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During  the  reading  of  the  letter,  and  the 
paraphrase  thereon,  Tiller  appeared  to  sympa- 
thize  in  all  the  mother*s  feelings ;  and  was  ob- 
served, when  completely  silent,  to  accompany 
every  forcible  expression  or  epithet  that  escaped 
her  lips,  with  a  corresponding  wave  of  the  hand, 
^  oscillation  of  the  body,  or  a  vigorous  flourish 
of  his  arm :  much  after  the  manner  of  those 
flumb  duplicate  actors  on  the  Roman  stage, 
whose  duty,  we  are  told,  it  was  to  accompany 
the  recitation  of  the  principal  performer  by  ap- 
propriate action  and  gesticulation. 

Crank  remained  perfectly  quiet,  until  the  en- 
ra^^  matron  arrived  at  the  climax  of  her 
passion,  when  she  appeared  lost  in  a  reverie  of 
prayer,  or  possibly  malediction. 

"  Heave  the  letter  here,"  cried  Crank, — "  let 
me  read  it  without  any  of  your  d— d  sermoniz^^ 
ing  nonsense. — It  appears  to  me,  you've  mistaken 
the  telegraph  altogether.— Tore  God ! —  She's 
turned  it  end  for  end." 

Having  perused  it,  with  the  aid  of  his  spec- 
tacles, he  flung  it  into  the ,  middle  of  the  floor, 
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exdaiming — *'  It's  all  right — upright  and  manr 
ly»'^ — and  then  addres8ing  his  sister,  said^ 
^^  Don't  you  now  be  railing  at  Emily  in  her 
present  state— it  'ill  all  blow  over— and  I  told 
tbe  young  man  so  himself/' 

Seizing  the  letter,  and  darting  at  Crank,  as 
be  folded  himself  with  perfect  composure  in  the 
bed-clothes,  a  glance  of  indignation  from  those 
eyes  of  fire,  which  would  have  shaken  the  nerres 
of  any  man  less  susceptible  of  fear  than  himself, 
she  retreated  to  her  own  room,  to  vent  her  spleen 
alone. 

As  it  has  been  said,  that  a  husband  is,  of  all 
men  in  the  world,  the  last  man  to  know  his  own 
disgrace,  so  poor  Emily,  in  this  instance,  was 
destined  to  be  calumniated,  and  her  character 
traduced,  whilst  she  reposed  her  innocent  head 
on  a  pillow,  which  as  yet,  nor  knew — ^nor 
merited  a  thorn. 

Wearied  out  by  the  agitation  of  her  own 
thoughts  in  consequence  of  the  occurrences 
already  detailed,  and  in  the  vain  endeavour  to 
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gecoocile  the  inocHisisteDdes  of  Burton's  con- 
dacty  she  had  fallen  asleep  too  soundly  to  be 
by  the  noise  around ;  and,  as  is  the 
with  girls  in  her  atuation,  she  had  so 
effectually  courted  Somnus,  that  the  good* 
natured  god  had  brought  the  penitent  oSbn- 
der  to  her  feet,  to  clear  up  the  whole  mystery, 
and  render  her  slumber  as  happy,,  as  it  was 
refreshing. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


PABTING  CO. 


He  itDody  and  gazing  from  the  ttern, 
BAdd  his  natiTe  Spain  receding  hr : 
Bm  partings  fofm  a^leMon  hard  to  learnt 
Eren  nations  fieel  this  when  they  go  to  war ; 
lUere  is  a  sort  of  nnezpressed  concern, 
Ahind  of  shock  that  seta  one's  heart  ajar : 
At  leafing  even  tiie  most  unpleasant  people. 
And  places;  one  keeps  looking  at  the  steeple. 

Bysom. 


No  peqdfe  have  greater  reason  to  deplore  the 
iddeness:  of  mortalB  in  point  of  fiiidi,  thai 
per  Seng  drennstanced  like  ourselves :  or  to  nm 
the  risk  of  being^  thought  heterocko^  to  lament 
that  Reli£^  is  as  liable  to  change  and  altera- 
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don  as  Fashion   itself. — But  for  this  circum- 
stance, we  should  have  had  it  in  our  power  to 
adopt  the  glowing  style  of  the  Heathen  Mytho- 
logy, and  acquaint  the  reader ;  that  scarcely  had 
Aurora  begun  to  blush  for  the  consequences  of 
her  fond  dalliance  with  the  golden-haired  God^ 
and  he  himself  fled  from  her  embraces  to  yoke 
his  fiery  steeds,  and  mount  the  empirium,  than 
the  sons  of  Neptune  were  roused  as  effectually 
as  if  by  the  cone  of  the  Tritons: — Or  in  other 
words,  the  Jolly  Jacks  of  the  Spitfire  were 
rous'd  out  from  deep  sleep  by  the  shrill  pipe 
of  Bob  Brace,  boatswain  of  the  said  brig — and 
ere  the  first  yellow  streak  of  light  had  faintly 
marked    the   orient   verge  of    Heaven,  as  the 
coursers  of  the  sun  pawed  and  plunged  to  break 
Ibeir  confinement,  and  scour  the  fields  of  aether ; 
the  anchor  was  weighed,  and  the  ship,  under  a 
crowd  of  canvas,  with  a  light  wind  from  the 
north-east,  was  fast  clearing  the  port. 
.    Burton,  it  will  be  imagined,  was  not  one  of  the 
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last,  to  quit  a  fallacious  dream  for  dull  reality, 
and  indulge  in  a  parting  glimpse  at  a  scene 
endeared  to  him  by  the  most  animating  recol- 
lections. 

During   the  period  occupied   by  the  ship^s 
company  and  officers  at  breakfast,  although  not 
regularly    his  watch,    Burton  volunteered  ^  to 
take  charge  of  the  deck.' — In  so  doing,  he  was 
as  much  actuated  by  a  wish  to  be  alone,  and 
escape  the  observations  likely  to  be  made  on 
his  singular  conduct  the  night  before,    as  to 
afford  himself  an  opportunity  of  now  and  then 
catching    by  stealth,  a  wistful  glance  at  that 
central  spot  of  earth,  which  had  so  suddenly 
absorbed  all  his  thoughts  and  wishes. — He  was 
observed  by  the  quarter-master  and  mate  of  the 
watch,  on  one  of  the  after  carronades,  leaning 
over  the  hammocks,  and  directing  his  attention, 
with  very  little  intermission,  to  that  part  of  the 
shore,  on  which  was  still  discernible  the  emi- 
nence topped  by  Camperdown  Cottage. — As  the 
distance  increased,  his  glass  was  called  to  bis 
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aid,  and  now  and  again  be  withdrew  his  intent 
gaze  from  the  distant  scenery,  to  apply  his 
pencil  to  a  small  memorandum-book  which  lay  be- 
side him,  as  though  noting  down  the  land-marks 
and  bearings  of  the  coast. — In  this  occupation, 
no  suspicions  were  excited  in  the  minds  of  the 
sailors  stationed  at  the  different  haliards,  who 
had  before  that  seen  him  often  similarly  en- 
gaged when  entering  or  leaving  port.  And  it 
must  be  confessed,  that  neither  the  great  dr- 
cumnavigator  Cook,  of  early  celebrity,  nor  any 
of  the  best  hydrographers  of  the  day,  ever  felt 
deeper  interest,  or  paid  greater  attention  to  a 
survey,  than  poor  Burton  upon  this  occasion^ — 
The  most  minute  alterations  in  aspect  or 
position,  as  the  cottage  receded  from  his  view, 
were  accurately  '  timed,'  as  it  is  termed :  each 
window  as  successively  ahui  in  by  other  objects, 
(and  by  the  bye,  he  was  very  intently  occupied 
in  vainly  wishing  some  one  of  them  would  (^>en,) 
was  minuted  to  the  moment. — When  the  body 
of  the  buikling  had  altogether  disappeared,  the 
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dimney-tops,  and  eren  *  the  smoke  which  so 
gracefully  currd,'  as  the  poet  hath  it,  announc- 
ing that  Mistress  Tiller's  culinary  labours,  had 
begun^  and  that  Tom's  coppers  were  heated  for 
breakfiist  firery  trifling  circumstance  appeared 
lahiftsmuDed  eye  an  objectof  considerable  interest. 

Burton's  soliloquizing  was  destined  to  be  dis- 
turbed by  intruders,  who  participated  in  none 
of  his  present  feelings. — The  officers  having 
breakfasted,  some  returned  upon  deck, — The 
master  was  the  first  to  accost  the  lieutenant — 

^'Geme,  Burton/' — said  the  blunt  north- 
countryman, — "come,  I'll  look  out— bear  a 
ban  doon  to  your  breakfkst,  or  you'U  come  in 
tot  monkey's  allowance." 

^  I  want  no  breakfast,"  briefly  replied  Bur- 


'^  Luckily  for  you,  my  boy,"  returned  Stowel, 
^  toi  the  idlers*  have  been  swaying  away  on  all 
lofHRipeB  with  the  scrft-tack,  and  the  purser  has 

M[ '  the  round  o'  beef  down  to  the  floor- 

*  SorgcoD*  VntwtTf  ftc.  ftc* 
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futtocks  of  the  dish. — Well! — ^is  she  all  trim- 
med?" 

**  Yes,  I  believe  so,"  said  Burton,  looking 
aloft,  for  the  first  time  since  the  people  went  to 
breakfast — ^^  perhaps  the  main-yard's  rather  fine 
. — ^but,  you  know,  we  mus'n'^t  disturb  the  men 
from  their  meals." 

**  Why,  Quarter-master,"  said  Stowel,  with 
surprise,  and  looking  at  the  binnacle—'^  how's 
this  ? — ^You're  a  couple  o'  points  to  wind'ard  o' 
your  course.'" 

^*  The  leaftenant  told  me  to  haul  her  up, 
Sir." 

"  No  wonder  the  main-yard's  rather  JtiUy''* 
said  Stowel,  sarcastically. 

**  Yes,"  said  Burton,  **  I  desired  him. — I  was 
anxious  to  keep  the  a — to  keep  the — cot — that  is, 
the  harbour>  mouth,  open  to  a        ^ 

"  'Gad,  I  wish  you  a — kept  your  own  shoot, 
and  smd  nought  aboot  it. — ^You'd  look  rather 
blue,  if  by  altering  the  course,  the  Inrig  came 
boomp  on  a  rock  !" 
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<*  Bock  !  Stuff! — I  suppose/'  said  Burton, 
*^  we  know  the  coast  just  as  well  as  you,  Mister 
Soundings." 

**  Know  the  const — the  de'il  thank  you — 
you've  bad  your  run  of  it  o'  late. — Weell,  ha'  ye 
any  observations  that  will  do  for  my  remark- 
book  ?♦ — If  you  have,  let  me  overhaul  'em,  they 
may  sarve  a  body  wi*  the  Big  Wigs  at  Soomerset 


It 


Why,  just  before,"  said  Burton,  "  we  shut 

the  cottage  in " 

"  Shoot  in  !"  said  the  master,  *•  aye,  I  think 
you're  shoot  oot  there  for  a  spell,"  and  turning 
on  his  heel,  he  left  him  to  conjecture  what 
might  be  implied  by  an  observation  which 
seemed  to  have  a  reference  to  last  evening's 
transactions,  of  which  no  one  on  board  could, 

*  Maitera  in  the  Navy,  by  a  judicious  regulation  of  Uie  Navy 
Board,  at  Somenet  House,  are  required  to  make  a  return  of 
erery  thing  remarkable  they  may  observe,  in  the  different 
ports  they  visit,  in  the  course  of  a  cruize. — A  practice  which 
materially  contributes  to  the  acquiremedl^of  correct  informa- 
tion as  to  both  Geogn^hy  and  Hydrography. 
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he  tliouglit,  he  cogaizant  but  himself. — ^Here 
the  first  lieutenaDt  appeared  on  deck,  and  in 
a  somewhat  similar  strain,  expressed  his  sur- 
prise, that  he  had  not  yet  repaired  to  the  gun- 


"  I'm  afraid  you're  ilt,  if  you  can't  eat  you 
allowance.— I've  often  heard,  that  a  man  in  love 
has  no  more  stomach  thm  an  ostrich." 

A  youngster  of  an  '  Academite,'  as  the  pupils 
of  the  Royal  Naval  Academy  at  Fortsiiiouth  are 
nick-named,  remarked  with  a  laugh,  the  simile 
was  a  strange  one;  for,  said  he,  "  I've  read  in 
natural  history,  that  he's  an  oviparous  brute, 
and  when  he's  hard  up  for  prog,  can  digest  an 
iron  crow-bar  on  a  pinch." 

Burton,  after  enduring  the  taunts  of  his  com- 
panions, on  his  loss  of  appetite  and  unu&ual 
dejection  of  spirits,  for  some  time  with  philoso- 
phic HonchaJanct,  found  the  fire  of  these  wags 
waxing  too  hot  for  him.  The  young  catechist 
of  tlie  academy,  presuming  upon  his  being 
rather  a  favourite  with  him,  remitrking.  "  now 
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raid,  Mr.  Burton,  you're  attacked  with 
y,  or  the  jaundice,  for  I'm  sure  there''s 
aomettiiug  yellow  in  your  eye,"  the  senioni  of 
the  party  »ct  up  a  laugh  at  the  youngster's 
drollery;  and  the  lieutenant  was  fain  to  aban- 
don the  field  to  the  witling,  and  retired  to 
his  cabin  without  condescending  a  reply. 

I  From  musing  on  his  change  of  situation,  he 

began  to  think  with  himself,  how  he  could 
render  it  more  tolerable,  and  the  Srst  thing 
which  occurred,  as  a  palliative  to  the  pains  of 
absence,  was  to  provide  something  as  a  sub- 
stitute, which  might  represent  his  inanutrata 
lo  the  senses. — To  see — to  feel— any  thing 
which  bore  her  impress  or  resemblance,  must, 
be  thought,  tend  to  tranquillize  liis  ngitated 
feelings;  be  therefore  determined,  whilst  the 
tfaoes  of  her  beauty  were  fresh  in  his  recoU 
lecbon  to  transmit  them  to  some  firmer  medium 
of  memory,  than  the  medullary  membrane  of 
the  brain,  where  it  was  very  possible  the  acti- 
vity  of  the   mind    might    wear   them  out,  o 
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render  the  outline  ill-defined,  or  its  colouring 
confused  to  the  imagination. — He,  therefore, 
resolved  to  attempt  her  portrait,  from  recol- 
lection, whilst  the  latter  was  vivid ;  nor  was 
he  without  other  resources,  whereby  he  ex- 
pected to  beguile  the  tedious  hours  of  pro- 
tracted absence. — He  formed  to  himself  a  pro- 
ject, for  keeping  a  journal  or  personal  narrative 
of  his  feelings,  and  the  state  of  his  heart : 
rather  than  (as  it  is  too  much  the  custom 
with  published  narratives  in  the  present  day,) 
of  the  excellent  breakfasts  eaten  here,  and  bad 
dinners  there,  by  the  intelligent  narrator,  for 
the  benefit  of  future  generations. — On  this  he 
also  resolved  to  set  to  work  immediately,  and 
open  by  a  description  of  the  effect  produced 
on  his  sensibilities  in  the  morning  whilst  ob- 
serving the  features  of  the  harbour,  and  looking 
his  last  on  its  beautiful  scenery. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


THE  CRUIZE. 


On  deck,  beneath  the  shading  canvas  spread, 
Rodmond  a  rueful  tale  of  wonders  read. 
Of  dragons  roaring  on  the  enchanted  coast, 
The  hideous  goUin,  and  the  yelling  ghost. 

Falconer. 


The  8tate  of  mind  engendered  by  a  long  con- 
tinued cruize,  on  a  lone  station,  without  change 
of  locality  or  incident  to  enliven  the  dull  same- 
ness of  prescribed  duty,  will  be  appreciated  in 
some  degree  by  those  who  have  performed  what 
is  termed  a  voyage  by  sea.  By  this  term,  we 
are  not  to  be  understood,  as  meaning  a  drench- 
ing   in    a  Berwick    smack,  or  a  smoking  in 
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a  Scotch  steamer  from  Leitli  to  London : — 
though  be  it  always  recollected — "  Salvi  reve^ 
renti&  Scientiee"  — that  notwithstanding  all  our 
strong  professional  predilections,  and  the 
lover-like  devotion  with  which  we,  as  it 
were,  idolize  a  square*rigged  ship  as  a  beau- 
tiful being,  instinct  with  life,  perception, 
and  volition ;  we  are  none  of  those,  who  would 
throw  stumbling  blocks  in  the  way  of  the 
*  marcb  of  infant  intellect,^  much  less,  presume 
to  speak  disparagingly  of  smoke  or  smokejacksj 
however  hideous  or  unsightly  they  must  appear 
to  an  eye  accustomed  to  detect  and  linger  over 
the  excelling  beauties  discoverable  by  the  nau- 
tical critic  in  a  British  man-of-war. — Possibly 
we  may  be  told  this  is  childish,  or  at  least  un- 
philosophical ;  but  satisfied  we  are,  that  ere, 
perhaps,  a  very  few  months  are  over,  there  will 
be  found  to  sympathize  with  ourselves,  another 
class  of  our  countrymen,  and  that  by  far  the 
most  numerous,  whose  predilections  are  destined 
to  suffer  as  great  a  shock  as  our  own,  in  con- 


THK  CRUIZE.  59 

teqaenoe  of  the  substitution  of  the  stem  agency 
of  iron  and  machinery,  for  sinews  and  animal 
labour. — ^This  observation  is  meant  to  apply  to 
that  class  of  men,  who  (inheriting  from  their 
ancestors,  like  the  Arab  of  the  Desert,  a  pas- 
skmate  attachment  for,  and  cherishing  with  a 
sort  of  family  pride,  the  parchment  which  re. 
oords  the  purity  of  the  racer's  blood,  and  his 
noble  descent  for  ages,  from  sires  of  high  re* 
Down)  are  doomed  ere  long  to  witness  a  similar 
revolution  in  the  history,  and  an  equal  depre- 
dation of  the  hitherto  almost  measureless  value 
and  unsullied  ancestral  pretennons  of  that  noble 
anima],  erst,  our  nation's  pride. 

The  voyager  who,  peradventure,  hath 
crossed  the  wild  Atlantic,  passed  either  tropic, 
or  doubled  either  of  the  great  southern  capes 
of  Africa  or  America,  may  not  be  inaptly 
compared,  however  unconscious  he  may  be  of 
the  resemblance,  to  a  barometer. — Indeed,  on 
examination,  he  will  find  his  feelings,  and,  it 
may  be  added,  his  very  faculties,  are  as  com* 
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pletely  under  the  influence  of  the  elements,  as 
the  bark  itself,  in  which  he  *  braves  the  breeze,' 
or  buffets  the  billow.  So  long  as  swiftly  im- 
pelled, though  with  a  steady  impetus,  and  little 
or  no  uneasy  motion,  the  ship  continues  to  fly 
through  the  water,  with  a  ^  flowing  sheet,'**  that 
is  to  say,  with  that  sort  of  steady,  favourable 
breeze,  which  may  be  said  to  set  themselves  and 
their  *  sails  asleep,*  all  is  serenity  and  sunshine 
afloat. — Every  countenance,  however  dark  or 
tawny,  not  excepting  even  that  of  the  black 
cook  Pompey,  at  the  '  cabouse,*  indicates ^atr. 


*  Our  repugnance  to  '  lubberly  *  phrases  here»  prevents  us 
quoting  a  passage,  from  what  the  critics  judiciously  tcnn 
'  the  Marinfr's  heautiful  song/  wherein  the  author  sings  of  a 
*^Wet  sheet,  and  a  (lowing  seaT — Puling  nonsense. — Doubt- 
less the  author  somewhere  heard  of  a  '  Jiowing  sheet,  and  a 
following  sea,'  and  has  thus  confused  the  real  reading  witli  his 
metrical  meaning. — A  tar  of  Tom  Tiller's  stamp  would  fancy 
the  j^hrase  meant—'  A  wet  night,  and  a  flowing  can.^ — A  ship 
is  said  to  have  a  'jtowtng  sheet/  when  the  wind  crosses  the 
Une  of  her  course  at  right  angles,  that  is  to  say,  a  ship  steering 
south,  with  the  wind  at  west,  has  a  flowing  sheet ;  for  if  she 
were  *  close  hauled,'  she  would  lie  two  points  nearer  to  the 
wind^riii.— iS.5  W, 
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But  let  the  breeze  become  light  or  variable— let 

it,  with  characteristic  fickleness,  veer  about,  or 

*  flicker  in  flaws,^  what  restless  anxiety  pervades 

every  feature !  what  fluctuations  between  hope 

and  fear  usurp    alternate  dominion    in    every 

bosom  on  board  !     To  follow  up  the  metaphor 

still  further :  should  the  breeze  draw  round  to 

a  quarter  adverse  to  their  course,  the  clouds 

lower, or  sky  look  threatening,  how,  like  the  metal 

in  the  barometer,  sinks,  by   marked  and  per- 

ceptible  gradations,  the  mercurial  spirit  of  the 

man,  as  the  wind  chops  round,  and  stares  him  in 

the  face  like  a  refractory  tandem-leader,  or  the 

weather  becomes  worse :  whilst  those  unhappy 

beings  of  the  sombre  and  saturnine  cast,  become 

yet  more  intensely  silent,  sullen,  and  morose, 

until  they  are  again  relieved  from  a  state  bor* 

dering  on  despondency,  by   a  favourable  wind 

and  fair  weather. 

Far  different  are  the  objects  which  give  plea- 
sure, the  motives  which  actuate,  and  the  antici- 
pations which  invoke  '  and  challenge  the  daring 
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spirit  of  the  vi^lant  cruizer. — Little  cares,  or 
recks  he,  whether  the  blue  surface  of  the  un- 
fathomed  deep  be  softly  ruffled  by  the  sultry 
southern  breeze,  or  the  upturned  bosom  of  the 
ocean  be  widely  agitated  by  Boreas'  bitter  blast, 
provided  the  fickle  element  favours  him  in 
diase,  or  spares  him  those  spars  for  whose  safety 
he  is  as  solicitous  as  the  sweeping  falcon  for 
the  wings  which  whirl  him  irresistibly  on  his 
prey. 

Not  that  a  cruize/?^  se,  or  unconnected  with 
its  probable  ultimate  consequences,  can  be  con- 
sidered quite  so  agreeable  a  party  of  pleasure, 
when,  perhaps,  ^the  sun  disdains  to  shine  ^  for 
days — the  stars,  too,  neglect  to  light  up  their 
beacon  fires  to  assist  the  doubtful  steersman  during 
the  lonely  mid- watch — or  the  uncertain  moon  re* 
fuses  to  lend  her  light  for  weeks  together. — For 
two-thirds  of  the  cruize,  perhaps  you  are  buried 
under  water,  with  hatches  battened  down — ^your 
ears  stunned  with  the  unceasing  noise  of  creak- 
ing   bulkheads — ^your   nose  assailed  with  the 
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foul  effluYia  of  the  fresh  water  (^  name  it  not, 
ye  chaste  stars'),  which  your  thirst  compels  you 
to  strain  through  your  set-teeth;  whilst  keen,  un- 
compromising hunger  makes  you  murder  by 
mouthfuls     the     white-bodied,     black-headed, 
^  hargtmen^  that  breed  and  swarm  in  the  dusty 
biscuit. — Little  would  it  boot  us  here  to  describe 
the  yearnings  of  a  young  stomach  even  for  this 
hard  fare,or  attempt  to  entice,  in  idea,  the  dandy 
jachtman  who  resigns  himself  each  summer  to 
*  ruff  it  along  the  coast  on  a  rump-steak  and  a 
bottle  of  Port,'   to  make  one  of  the   cock-pit 
dmner  party ;   and  partake  of  the  aldermanic 
feast  which  we  have  seen  every  day,  of  every 
year  provided  from  the  never  failing  dish  of  a 
£u  '  double-piece  of  pork,'— or  a  lean  joint  of 
hard  *  salt  junk,'  of  mahogany  hue. — Nor   do 
we  imagine  that  any  lady,  however  nautically, 
or  naughtily,  disposed  to  brave  the  dangers  of 
the  deep,  ^sighing  for  love,'  as  her  vnamoraio 
must  be  presumed  to  be  ^  for  glory  ,^  is  likely  to 
be  Hiced  away  from  her  mamma  by  the  ante- 
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part  (jf  ber  imaginadoo  be  strong  eooagh  to 
realize  the  idea)  of  a  comfortless  cup  of  cold  pea 
coiee,  sweetened  vith  treade;  which  is  the 
nilar*s  only  substitute  for  that  n^ve^twitcbing, 
Tapour-engeDdering,  sleep-banishing  beverage  of 
our  modem  females,  Hyson  tea. 

Always  excepting  the  present  day,  conse- 
crated by  even  the  working  classes  to  the  cul- 
UradoD  of  the  most  abstruse  science :  and  also 
excepting  all  places  sanctified  by  the  presence 
of  a  Mechanic's  Institute,  of  a  Lecturer,  or 
eTcn  a  Sub-director  of  the  *  March  of  Intellect,' 
it  must  be  admitted  that  there  is  no  other  time 
or  place  so  well  calcuIaLed  as  a  noviciate  at  sea 
to  inculcate  morality — mend  asperity  of  man- 
ners— cure  self-sufficiency,  or  bring  young  pup- 
pies, or  old  women,  of  either  sex,  so  completely 
to  their  beaiings  as  pending  a  cruize  of  this 
nature. — Two  or  three  months  spent  in  tossing 
about  in  the  Atlantic  would  do  more  towards 
regenerating  a  man,  and  banishing  unsocial  pro- 
pensitiesj  or  offensive  peculiarities,  than  perhaps 
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all  the  books  that  ever  were  written  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Ethics. — As  this  school  of  reform  escaped 
the  notice  of  Chesterfield,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
his  next  editors  will  admit  in  their  preface  that 
this  nobleman  was  a  perfect  ignoramus. — Nor  was 
that  chimney-sweeper  at  all  out  in  his  reckoning 
who  threatened  his  only  son,  whom  he  was 
hringing  up  to  the  profession^  that  unless  an 
immediate  amendment  was  observable  in  his 
conduct  and  demeanour,  he  would  make  a  mid- 
sJdpman  of  him,  and  send  him  to  sea  to  learn 
manners*— This  moralist,  though  not  himself 
insensible  to  ^  climbing  ambition,''  corrected  it 
with  discretion,  and  must  be  presumed  to  have 
known  something  of  nauticals  as  well  as  of 
nature. — How  unlike  the  probable  critics  of 
these  pages ! 
So  much  for  the  philosophy  of  the  profession ! 

DEPARTURE. 

« 

The  day  of  their  departure  was  fine,  and  with 
a  favourable  breeze,  and  exactly  such  as  the 
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adTenturen  could  have  desired  in  all  respects 
but  one ;  namely,  that  it  happened  to  be  Friday 
—a  day  of  omen  dire  to  the  superstitious  sea- 
men.—Yet,  though  the  sky  was  dear,  and  the 
wind  propitious,  the  prospect  of  returning  to 
thar  former  cruizing  station,  which  had  hitherto 
been  very  unproductive,  seemed  to  throw  a 
damp  on  the  buoyancy  of  spirit,  whidi  is  so 
generally  observable  in  a  crew  when  starting 
afresh  for  sea. 

Had  Burton  remained  on  deck,  or  within  hail 
of  their  raillery,  he  might  have  served  his  mess- 
mates in  good  stead  in  the  dearth  of  other 
amusements;  but  that  officer,  from  the  specimen 
which  he  had  had  in  the  morning  of  a  very 
general  disposition  to  be  merry  at  his  expense, 
resolved  to  yield  to  the  storm,  rather  than  subject 
himself  to  the  alternative  of  resenting  that  ninth 
which  might  unfortunately  assume  the  aspect  of 
impertinence.  —In  fact,  he  was  a  laughter-loving 
soul  himself ;  and,  under  any  other  circumstances, 
bad  he  even  been  its  object,  would  rather  have 
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pi«linoCed  thaajrepreased  a  joke.  But,  it  will  be 
raeoUected,  that  this  was  not  the  sole  reason  for 
his  reUring'toJbis. cabin,  where  he  had  already 
amled  hiaasdf  of.  the  assistance  of  the  run-a- 
waj  bpok-luoder's  apprentice  to  provide  himself 
with  a  neat  half  bound  volume  of  foolscap, 
doubled«  so  as  to  be  portable ;  which  was  to  be 
set  apart  for  c(4Ieoting  and  recording  a  detail  of 
the.ooeurrences  oa  the  cruize :  or,  to  speak  with 
a. stricter  adherence  to  truth,  intended  to  be  the 
depository  of  those  secret  reflections,  those 
anxieties  and.  forebodings,  which  he  felt  would 
be  his  lot  until  his  return. 

Iq  fact,  had  he  allowed  the  youth  to  have  ex- 
emplified his  art  in  gilding  and  lettering  the 
▼duaie,  the  .lad,  who  had,  in  common  with  many 
heard  whispered  the  state  of  his  employer's 
h^art,  and  was  a  wag  in  his  way,  would  not 
have  haatated  to  have  emblazoned  on  its  back 
the  happily  alliterative  title  *^  Lffoe  LogT 

The  first  page  had,  before  the  captain's 
steward  knocked  at  his  door,  been  embellished 


by  a  slight  sketch  of  a  certain  young  lady;  and 
the  portrait  was  only  laid  aside  in  kit-cat,  to  pre- 
pare himself  for  dining,  by  invitation,  with  his 
captain :  who  kindly  afforded  him  this  oppor- 
tunity of  avoiding  the  necessity  of  incurring  the 
badinage  and  banter  of  the  gun-room  gentry. 

In  pursuance  of  Staunch's  good-natured  plan, 
he  detained  his  guest  ratlier  longer  than  was  his 
custom  after  dinner ;  and,  without  ever  intend- 
ing to  satisfy  the  reader  as  to  the  source  friMn 
whence  we  derived  this  information,  we  are 
assured  that  the  conversation  inscndbly  turned 
upon  a  subject  which  naturally  must  have  ex- 
ited the  curiosity  of  the  captain ;  and  proved. 
|,iOonsidering  the  confidential  terms  on  which  they 
were,  not  an  unacceptable  opportunity  to  Burton 
for  disclosing  his  mind. 

"Fill  up  your  glass.  Burton,  and  I'D  give 
you  a  toast,"  said  the  captain — "  though,  you 
dog,  you  hardly  deserve  it  at  my  hands,  con- 
sidering the  jealous  core  you  took  to  couceal 
your  fair  Rosamond  from  my  sight," 


J 


n  Uasbed,  ooBadous  of  vfaai  was  about 
dlow  :  posdbly  the  tint  oa  his  cbeek  tss  a 
fittle  deeper  from  recolIectiDg  there  was  some- 
Uung  disiugeouous  in  that  part  of  bis  modnct. 

The  wine  was  already  Eparkling  in  the  gla» 
to  the  brim,  vrheo  SuuDch  raised  it  to  h»  Itpe, 
cxdaiming— "  Til  give  you  the  Unulj  of 
Dartjnoulh— may  joa  soon  be  her  oomiiuuider.'* 
**  Thank  you — ibank  you,  Sir,  foryour  kind- 
neaa. — I  wish  I  could  cherish  a  hope." 

"  D u  it,  don't  be  dowTi-hearted,  man — 

'  ft  faint  heart  never  won  fair  lady.' — She's  a 
prise  worth  ha^^ng — a  nicer  craft  yoa  couldn't 
wish  to  handle — be^dcs,  she's  a  freight  worth 
venturing  for — doubloons  and  bigots." 

"  Ah,  Sir,"  said  the  lieutenant,  with  a  sigh, 
"  1  would  I  were  her  owner." 

"What's  to  prevent  it,  man  ? — You've  a  claim 
of  aalvagc. — Recollect,  man,  I  nearly  expended 
my  second  Ueutenant  on  her." 

"  I  fear  I  shall  live,  Sir,  to  wish  that  hajipy 
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moment  wlieo  I  snatched  ber  from  death  had 
been  my  last." 

"  Phoo  !  phoo  !  that  wish  will  be  better  timed 
after  you  are  spliced  awhile,  and  you  have  tasted 
the  miseries  of  matrimony." 

"  With  such  aa  angelic  creature,  I  feel  that 
would  be  impossible." 

"  Bravo,  my  preux  chevalier! — I  thought  to 
once  wiih  the  poor  lost  mother  of  my  own  fine 
boys;  but  I  have  known  what  a  matrimonial 
squall  is,  too,  when  long  in  port." 

"  That,  from  you,  I  confess  surprises  me,  ex- 
cept it  be  a  /a^on  de  parler — for  I  had  con- 
sidered you  another  proof  that  naval  men  uni- 
formly make  the  truest  husbands  and  fondest 
fathers." 

"  Granted :  and  believe  me  half  the  sentiment 
in  the  aoug — 


'  In  erary  mcM  Oxj  find  t  frieail, 
In  crerj  port  a  wife," 


is  a  flaprant   libel   on   the  profession — thou{ 
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poor  Dibdin,  I  think  'iwas  he,  was  a  friend  who 
meant  »s  well." 

"  If  it  be  true  at  all,  it  can  only  be  applicable 
to  the  lower  order,  and  unthinking  class  of  our 
sailors." 

*'  Avast  there,  Burton — my  experience  is 
longer  than  yoiir'g. — Do  thry  ever  neglect  their 
allotments  to  their  wives? — ^nd  you'll  acknow- 
ledge the  privations  of  many  of  these  fine  fel- 
lows are  severe. — I  suppose  you've  won  the  girl, 
of  course : — but  have  you  weathered  on  the 
mothn*  ?" 

Here  Burton  sbook  his  head. 

"  Oh,  there  you're  taken  aback — well,  how 
does  the  old  boy  look  up  ?" 

"  Ah,  Sir,  I'm  afraid  he  looks  down;  for  you 
know  he  sets  great  store  by  the  girl,  and  talks  of 
her  perfections  as  if  he  were  as  much  in  love 
with  her  as  I  am." 

"  Well,  but  if  it  comes  to  the  worst — sup- 
pose you  were  to  make  a  cutting-out  work  of 
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it?     I  dare  say  the  girl  herself  wouIdn^t  give 
the  alarm. '^ 

Whilst  musing  on  the  proposal  which,  pro- 
bably, had  he  reason  to  calculate  on  his  mis- 
tress's encouragement,  would  have  been,  long 
ere  this,  put  into  execution,  the^current  of  his 
thoughts  was  interrupted  by  the  drum  beating 
to  quarters  on  deck. — Be  not  alarmed,  *  gentle 
reader  !^  this  is  no  prelude  to  uproar,  violence, 
or  the  din  of  battle;  but,  on  the  contrary,  a 
custom  invariably  enforced  on  board  ships  of 
war  long  before  our  time,  to  ensure  security  to 
his  majesty* s  vessels ;  and  propriety  and  sobriety 
amongst  their  crews.  At  this  signal  it  is 
usual  for  the  men  to  repair  to  their  quarters  and 
pass  muster ;  here  they,  and  the  guns,  are  ex- 
amined to  see  that  every  thing  is  in  readiness 
lest  they  might  be  surprised  in  the  night ;  as  well 
as  to  discover  how  far  they  have  complied  with 
those  strict  and  salutary  regulations  in  the 
service  relative  to  the  enforcement  of  sobriety. 
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Indeed,   so  strictly  has  this  regulation    been 
carried  into  effect  by  some  officers,  that  n^e  have 
known  the  whole  crew  to  have  been  obliged  to 
pass  in  review  before  the  commander;  and  if 
the  slightest   sjrmptom  of  presumed  inebriety 
were  obsorvable,   the  delinquent,  as  his  only 
chance  of  escape,  was  compelled  to  *  walk  the 
plank '  (not,  i  la  pirate,  into  the  sea) ;  but  in 
sober  truth  to  find  his  way  from  one  end  of  a 
(dank  in  the  deck  to  the  other,  without  daring 
to  entrench  on  the  black  line  caulking  on  either 
side:  a  difficulty  which  a  sober  landsman  would 
find  insuperable^  whilst  disturbed  in  his  equili- 
brium by  the  rdling  motion  of  the  ship;  whereas 
Jack  has  sometimes  been  known  to  triumph  in 
this  species  of  ordeal,  albeit  half  seas  over. 

Aware  of  the  punctual  attendance  of  his  cap- 
tun  upon  those  occasions,  who  perhaps  was  as 
anxious  to  display  his  moderation  at  table,  or  to 
prove,  in  fact,  that  he  was  as  competent,  as  the 
to  walk  a  plank,  if  required ;  the  lieutenant 

VOL.  II.  X 


Fras  dK  |m»  of  skI  cmoed  duongboiit  the 
dBTy  tte  bng  ma  ■ade  nMMtnBWe  progress, 
aori  perfbnMd  Butii  tvo-dbfik  of  die  iJBlainrp 
towd»  ber  A'srioffJ  cmiiiiig  gnmad;  soatb- 
of  Sdllf . — ^As  k  is  freqixBtlj  ibund  to 
villi  oKlcrif  wmdi^  tbe  brene  faiDed  widi 
!im»  tfri  befive  dark  Dcvfy  £ed  awmy . 
Tbe  mgbt  m  soft  and  bnadfull j  serene — die 
soQBi  sbone  bsigfadj,  and  sihered  die  surface  of 
dK  gcndj  wndnkting  sea — die  bmer  saik  were 
^MWMng  sttdmsl  die  wseitt^  wbikt  die  fighter 
cuxwMS  aloft  oocasMnallT  canriit  die  resnsci- 
talmg  breadi  of  die  upper  cuneiil  of  air,  wbicb 
was  scared  J  suffiripiit  to  keep  steerage  waj  oo 
dicTesseL 

Tbe  bamamcks  bad  been  piped  down;  and 
Burtony  wbose  watcb  it  was,  now  rdieved  Hasty 
of  bis  charge. 

<<  Tboe  jou  bave  ber,  my  boy — fine  night 
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tat  the  idkn  nd  fast  weather  birds. — But  mind, 
if  a  faveese  shduid  spring  up,  don't  be  pinging 
out  to  matt  your  *  Camperdown/  for  the  '  royal' 
dewlines)  or  your  *  CrankV  for  the  studding-sail 
down-hauls,"  said  Hasty,  darting  down  the  lad- 
der widiout  aflbrding  an  opportunity  for  a  retort 
fitXD  Burton,  had  he  been  in  the  vein. — ^After 
watking  the  deck  for  two  hours,  as  was  his 
custom  during  the  *  first  watch,*  the  captain 
bode  die  lieutenant  good  night,  and  retired  to 
reat.  The  order  book,  which  was  to  apprise 
Una  of  the  captain^  intentbn  in  the  event  of 
any  dumge  of  wind  or  weather  during  the  night, 
was  put  into  his  hand  by  the  steward,  and  he 
was  left  to  pace  the  deck  ah>ne. 

The  tranquil  character  of  the  scene,  the  soft 
bafany  heath  of  the  night,  and  the  solitary  aspect 
of  her  eomparatively  deserted  deck,  together 
with  die  stilness  of  repose  which  pervaded  every 
quarter  Kji  the  ship,  but  now  and  then  inter- 
rupted hy  the  creaking  of  the  jaws  of  the  galf 
against  the  mast,  all  proved  insufficient  to  restore 

s2 
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our  lieutenant  to  the  equal  tenor  of  his  mind. — 
Hu  step  was  irregular — he  occasionaily  apostro- 
pbiied  himself, — and  again  his  mistress.  With 
arms  folded,  and  head  beot  downward,  he 
wound  his  devious  way,  regardless  of  the  ob- 
stacles which  presented  themselves  on  the  deck, 
and  was  only  roused  from  a  soliloquy  on  the 
difficulties  of  his  situation  by  tumbling  over  one 
of  the  carronnade  slides,  which  obstioately  re- 
fused to  give  place  to  the  vigorous  assault  of 
his  sliin-bone. — Recalled  to  his  recollection  by 
the  pain  resulting  from  this  accident,  his  atten- 
tioQ  was  soon  arrested  by  a  group  on  the  fore- 
castle ;  who,  availing  themselves  of  the  Bneness 
of  the  weather,  and  in  the  full  presumption  that 
during  the  remainder  of  their  watch  there  would 
be  nothing  to  do  in  the  way  of  trimming  or  alter- 
ing the  position  of  the  sails,  had  imperceptibly 
been  attracted  bother,  like  children  round. a 
nurse  gifted  with  mystic  lore  and  fwry  legend, 
in  the  hope  of  being  amused  with  a  tale  frtHO  a 
seunan,  whose  talents  at  description,  and  adroit- 


ness  in  nnutical  metaphor,  hud  procured  him  the 
distinguishing  appellation  of  **  Ttvuiinff  Tom^" 
and  established  his  pre-eminence  over  every 
man  in  the  ship  in  spinning,  as  it  is  termed  by 
lailcmH 


A  YARN. 


^<  Come,  Tom/'  said  a  topman  who  had  just 
been  relieved  from  the  wheel — **  come,  tip  us 
a  twist — one  o'  your  thoro**-bred  starers,  you 
know." 

•*  Well !  well !"  says  Tom,  who  was  never  at 
a  loss  for  ^  a  yarn,^ — **  will's  the  word,  and 
youH  weather  the  worst — so  off  she  goes — rap- 
full  and  she  flies — 

*<  Well,  you  must  first  of  all  know,  as  soon  as 
I  was  out  o'  my  time,  and  gets  clear  o*  the 
dlap  I  was  bound  to  (for,  you  see,  he^d  a 
double-walled  colt  in  his  fist  from  morn  till 
night),  I  ships  in  the  Sarahy  at  Bristol — outer- 
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bound  for  Jamakee. — She  was  one  o'  yoar 
deeiKwaisted  craft  as  was  rote  on ;  and  always 
risked  the  run  for  a  market 

**  Well,  we  sailed  on  a  Valentine's  day,  what 
unfortunly  fell  on  a  Friday. — WeM  a  stock  o' 
live-lumber  aboard,  as  crammed  every  chink  in 
the  cabin. — Let's  see — there  was  a  couple  o' 
your  West-Ingee  planters ; — one,  a  good  sort  of 
fellow  enough,  for  he*d  always  at  hand  a  throat- 
seixing*  or  so,  for  the  man  at  the  helm — but 
to'ther  was  a  regular  built  Fyawe — a  platter- 
fiused  chap,  with  more  jaw  nor  a  jay  in  a  calm ; 
but  come  on  a  breeze,  and  he'd  dive  like  a  duck. 
-—Then  we'd  a  cumel  of  one  o'  your  Quamino 
rigemens — an  old  ball-headed  buffer,  with  an 
eye  like  a  firrit,  and  a  nose,  aye,  as  'ou'd  £Eurly 
strike  fire  like  a  flint. — Heave  the  log  when  you 
would,  he'd  freshen  his  nip  —for  Hwas  all  one  to 
him  which  went  the  fastest,  the  ship  or  the 
bottle. — Then  we'd  his  wife — ^a  wizend-old  hag, 

*  In  tliis  tenie,  applfed  as  a  gl«H  of  grog. 
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more  hog'd*  in  the  back  nor  the  BiUyf  her- 
self—She'd a  wort  on  her  cheek  as  big  as  a  iop- 
mast^fltay-mouse — and  her  hide  altogether  was 
as  tough  and  as  tanned  as  the  top  of  a  gaff-taucle 
boot— Then  she^d  a  daughter;  the  dientical 
build  as  hersdf,  but  rather  more  bluff  in  the 
bowsy  and  flat  on  the  floor— A  niece,  too— one  o' 
your  creole-built  craft,  with  a  counter  as  clean 
9M  a  dipper,  and  just  as  much  breadth  on  the 
beam  as  to  make  her  stand  up  to  her  sticks : — 
and,  to' clinch  the  oon^am;  we'd  a  crazy  old 
cnft,as  they  used  to  call  nurse;  more  shrivelled 
in  the  face  nor  a  fisherman^s  fingers — *sides  a 
two-fisted  M^-sanrant-maidy  as  could  wap  any 
diap  in  the  ship. 

^*  Wdl,  you  know,  as  soon  as  the  mop  was 
put  out  o*  commission,^  and  we  crosses  the  line, 
and  gets  in  the  trades — there  was  tarn  the  tables 
— finr,  ^stead  of  grunting  and  groaning  below, 

0 

^  NMitiee— broken  lMick«d. 

t  The  Rojral  WiUieniyXiuuiy  yean  gnard  ahip  at  Spithead. 

I  Seft-skknesiOTer. 
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there  was  nothing  but  dining,  and  dancing,  and 
Bobs-a-dying  on  deck  from  daylight  till  dark. — 
There  was  the  goggle-eyed  daughter  a  blowing 
the  Grampus*  with  the  platter-faced  planter, 
whenever  hecaulked  upon  deck  ;t — whilst  t'other, 
you  know, — the  good  natured  chap,  was  chasing 
the  Creole  from  stem  to  stam,  and  running  all 
sorts  o'  rigs  to  weather  her  wake. — Well,  then, 
we^d  Sangaree-Jack,  as  we  called  him,  as  was 
either  swigging  away,  or  practizeing  his  pops  at  a 
mark — whilst  his  wizen-old- wife,  was  axing  more 
questions  about  the  course,  and  compass,  and 
wind,  and  weather,  and  whatnot,  in  a  watch,  nor 
would  iill  a  battle-ship's  log  in  a  twelve-month  : — 
for,  you  see,  she  was  one  o'your  long-headed  hags 
— one o*  your  larned,  you  know:  why,  bless  your 
heart,  she'd  make  you  believe  an  eel  was  a 
reg'lar-built  sarpent,  and  a  crab  nothing  more  nor 
a  spider — and  as  for  your  speriments ;  salt-water- 

*  A  practical  joke — throwing  a  bucket  of  water  upon  a  per- 
son when  sleeping  on  deck, 
t  Sleeping  upon  deck. 
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Jack  was  a  fool  to  her. — Why  the  first-mate 
used  to  swear — ooe  Moore,  a  young  fellow  from 
Shields — the  best  tempered  chap  m  the  world — 
he*d  work  a  craft  through  the  eye  of  a  needle — 
wdl^  he  used  to  swear — aye,  often  and  often, — 
she'd  still  mm  out  o^  backy,  or  bring  a  red-her- 
ring  to  life  when  she  liked. 

*•  Well,  howsomever,  we'd  this  sort  o'  work 
&r  more  nor  a  week — when — let's  see — 'twas 
exactly  the  SOth  of  March ;  aye,  the  20th  o^ 
March  (for  I'll  mind  it  as  long  as  I  live),  when 
just  as  the  skipper  was  shooting  the  sun,*  and 
the  ship  no  more,  by  our  reckoning,  nor  fifty- 
fi>ur  leagues  from  the  land,  (the  north-end  o^ 
Jamakee,  you  know,)  who  should  come  aft  but 
old  Sangaree-Jack,  with  a  gun  in  his  fist  (for, 
you  see,  we*d  a  bit  of  a  breeze  at  the  time),  to 
slap  at  a  couple  oXarey'st  as  was  dodging  about; 
and  dipping  their  wings  in  the  wake  o'  the  ship, 
the  most  o'  the  mom.— Well,  as  soon  as  we  seed 

*  Shooting  the  ran— taking  an  obterration. 
f  Motiier  Carey*!  chickens. 

E  S 
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what  old  fadkl-head  was  up  to;  aft  flies  the 
skipper,  forgetting  the  sun,  and  singing  out 
like  a  soger — *  Stand-fast  your  fire — stand  fast, 
you  infamal  old  fool  !* — (for  the  skipper,  you 
see^  was  one  o'  your  reg'lar-built,  upright-down- 
right chaps,  as  never  cared  nothing  for  no  one,) 
— <  D'ye  know  what  you^re  a-doing,  you  lub- 
beriy  lobster,'  says  he, — d'ye  know  what  you're 
a-d<Hng?'  ^Ddng?'  says  Sangaree-Jack,  ^you^U 
see,'  says  he,  *  in  a  crack  ;^  when  slap  he  fires, 
and  uf^brhm^hf  brings  down  the  nearest  bird ! 

^  Well,  a  child  might  ^ave  levelled  the  skip- 
per ! — I  never  seed  such  a  change  in  a  man. 
He  tamed  for  awhile  as  pale  as  a  sheet ;  and  it 
wasn't  that  he  wanted  for  pluck, — ^for  you  see, 
as  soon  as  he  came  to  himself  a  bit, — ^if  it  hadn'^t 
been  for  the  mate,  he'd-a  made  the  old  bu£Fer 
jump  overboard — ^aye,  and  moreover,  he  floored 
one  of  the  planters,  for  'tempting  to  take  the 
port  of  the  soger. — But  the  worst  was,  the  way 
they  made  ligfU  cf  the  matter. — ^Why  don't 
you  lower  down  the  boat,'  says  Sangaree-Jack, 


as  uiicoD9an)ed,  ave,  as  a  judge  passing  sentence 
o'  death. — '  Why,  don't  you  pick  up  the  bird,' 
says  he,—'  Pick  up  the  devil !'  eajs  Bob,  '  what 
an't  you  already  done  mischief  enou^? — It 
would  sarve  ye,'  says  Bob,  '  no  more  nor  you 
ouf^t  to  be  sarv'd;  to  tarn  to,  and  tar-and- 
feather  you,  and  tow  you  astam  on  a  grating 
for  the  rest  o'  the  flock  to  feed  on  your  ricketty 
eaccaae.' — *  So  it  would,'  says  the  skipper. — 
'  But  never  mind,  Mister  Moore,'  says  he, — 'clap 
it  ail  in  the  log. — They  shall  knote  it  at  Lloyd's! 

and  I'm  d d  T   says  he,  shaking  his  fist  at 

the  soger;  'but  if  any  thing  happens  to  the  ship, 
I'll  bting  it  all  on  your  lubberly  back  ! — and 
what's  more — the  underwriters  shall  stop  it  out 
o'  your  pay.' 

"  Well,  you  know,  there  was  the  devil  to  pay 
and  no  pitch  hot— for  the  women,  you  see,  must 
put  in  their  oar. — There  was  the  old-un,  beg- 
f^ng  and  praying  to  come  to  no  words ;  as  ihc 
was  the  cause  on  it  all. — '  'Twas  /,'  says  slie, 
'  as  a  axed  the  cumel,  to  kill  me  the  bird  to 
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€tuff.' — *  Stuff  h ,'  says  the  skipper, — *  an't 

3rou  stuffing  your  body  from  mom  till  night  ?' — 
*  Jity  body  ?  ye  monster  !'  says  she,  (for  I  minds 
every  word,  just  as  well  as  1  hard  it  this  minute) 
— *  Why,  ye  brute,'  says  she,  '  'twas  the  bir^s 
as  I  wanted  to  stuff;* — for  you  see,  she  was  in 
one  o*  your  speriment  fits  the  whole  o^  the 
mom. 

**  Well,  you  know,  after  a  breeze, — in  course 
there  comes  a  bit  of  a  lull — still,  there  were 
more  black,  nor  bright  looks  on  deck,  the  most 
o^  the  day. — The  skipper  wouldn't  dine  in  the 
cabin — no,  not  he,  nor  break  biscuit ;  nor  drink  a 
drop  the  whole  a'ternoon.— No  one  could  get 
him  below — there  he  walked  the  deck,  passing 
the  passengers  on  opposite  tacks. — Sometimes 
speaking  to  himself — sometimes  biting  his  nails, 
sometimes  taking  the  quid  out  of  his  mouth, 
and  heaving  it  far  to  leeward,  like  a  man  as 
was  vexed. — Then  he'd  slap  his  thigh,  or  clinch 
bis  fist:— again  he'd  look  to  wind'ard,  and 
shake  bis  head — then  look  aloft,  and  drop  it  again 
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with  his  eyes  fairly  rivetted  into  the  deck.— 
There  wasn't  a  inan  in  the  ship  but  thought  he 
was  mazed. 

**  Though  we'd  a  fine  breeze,  with  every* 
thing  on  her,  low  and  aloft ;  Fm  blessed,  afore 
dark,  if  he  didn*t  shorten-sail  to  close-reefed- 
taucles  and  foresail ;  and  only  for  Bob  Moore; 
I'm  sartain  he*d  a  sent  down  the  yards,  and 
struck  the  to'gallant-masts.  ' 

*<  Wdl,  there  we  were,  with  a  fair  wind,  and 
as  fine  a  night  as  ever  was  seed  on  the  seas,-«^ 
going  away  large,  not  shewing  as  much  canvas 
as  would  kiver  the  ship's  company^s  hats. — All 
night  long  the  skipper  stays  upon  deck. — D — n 
the  bit,  till  daylight,  he*d  budge  below.  —Then 
when  he  see'd  the  sun  rise,  shining  as  bright  as 
doubleloon  out  o'  the  mint ;  and  that  it  was  a^ 
fine  a  mom  as  anyo*  your  feather-bed  birds 
could  wish ;  up  he  comes,  with  a  sinile  on  his 
mug,  and  says  to  the  mate — ^  Moore,  my  boy,* 
says  he,  *  crack-on  her  again — it's  all  blown  over, 
I  hope !' — *  Why,  I  hope  so,*  says  Bob; '  but  if 
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I  was  you,  Sir,^  says  be,  ^  I'd  now  tarn  in  for  a 
\Ai  of  a  spell/  ^  Ah  !'  said  the  skipper,  <  there's 
no  one  needs  it  more.— No  tongue  can  tell  the 
trouble  I've  had  on  my  mind — so  here*s  take 
your  advice,'  says  he,  and  down  he  dives. 

"  Well,  you  may  suppose,  where  there  were 
no  more  bands  in  a  watch,  than  could  fairly 
hcitt  a  to*gallant-sail,  without  the  help  of  a 
*  handy-Billy  ;^*  the  standing  part  o"*  the  mom 
was  pretty  well  taken  up,  in  letting  out  reefs, 
•—setting  studden-sails,  and  clapping  on  every 
rag  as  would  draw. — It  was  six  bells  afore  every 
thing,  low  and  aloft  was  trimmed — about  the 
time  the  cabin-fry  used  to  come  upon  deck  to 
shake  their  feathers,  and  snufF  the  breeze ;  and 
just  as  old  Sangaree-Jack  pop*d  his  pate  over 
the  companion-hatch,  we  feels  a  thump,  (for  the 
ship  was  going  ^twixt  eight  or  nine  knots,  at  the 
time,)  as  if  she'd  suddenly  struck  on  a  rock« — 
<  What  the  deviPs  that  f  said  the  mate,  flying 

*  Jigger  purchase,  a  BmaD  tackle  to  designated  by  seamen. 
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for'aidy  and  ninniiig  out  on  the  bowsprit,  to 
lee  what  it  was. — ^  It  must  be  a  wreck !'  says 
he;  'luise,  by  mgf  reck'ning,"  says  be,  <we*re 
exactly  forty-four  leagues  from  the  land:'— 
as  much  as  to  say,  you  know,  it  coudnH  be  a 

^  Well,  I  suppose^  'twas  nothing  more  nor  a 
crafty  bottom  up^^  interrupted  a  top-man,  im- 
patient to  aiiive  at  the  sequel. 

^  Handsomely !  handsomely,  bo' ! — ^you'll  have 
it  in  time. — Well,  you  know,  the  ship  was 
bioiight  r^*larly  up,  all  standing — she'd  no 
more  way  on  her,  no,  nor  if  she'd  been  fast  by 
the  nose.-^*  Heave  here  the  grains,'  says  Bob, 
to  one  BiU  Lawson,  a  Sunderland  lad^a  young 
chap,  you  know,  as  never  made  a  West-Ingee 
vyage  afore. — *  The  wh(U  f  says  Bill. 

**  *  Why  the  grains,  you  bur-throated-beast,' 
says  Bob^  though  he*d  a  coal  in  his  guzzle 
himself.-—*  Do  you  want  the  ship  to  be  jammed 
like  Jackson  ?' 

**  Well,  you  know,  seeing  there  was  a  bit  of 
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a  breeze  ^twixt  Bill  and  the  mate, — I  let*s  go  the 
wheel,  for  'twas  my  trick  at  the  time,  gives  it  to  a 
bit  of  a  boy,  and  for'^ard  I  flies  out  on  the  bow- 
sprit  to  Bob. — *  Did  you  ever  see  such  a  sight  ?' 
says  Bob ;  and  no  more  never  I  did — ^for  there 
was  the  whole  sarfus  o'  the  sea,  for  more  nor  a 
mile,  in  one  black,  moving  mass  of  frisking  fins." 

^^  Small  helm,  Tom,*'  said  one  of  the  group. 

"  It's  as  true,  as  Tm  here,"  says  Tom,  en- 
deavouring,  by  the  gravity  of  his  face,  and 
earnestness  of  his  manner,  to  overcome  the  in- 
credulity of  his  staggered  auditory. — "  They 
were  as  thick  as  mites  in  a  cheese ; — and  spread 
far  and  firm  enough,  to  We  brought-up  the 
whole  channel-fleet ;  aye,  and  Billy-Blue  to  boot, 
in  the  WUly  de-Parry. 

"  Well,  by  this  time,  you  know.  Bob  had 
Iain-out  on  the  spritsail-yard-arm  with  the  grains 
in  his  fist. — There,  he  was,  sitting  astride  on  the 
stick,  for  all  the  world  like  the  pictur-sign  you 
see  of  Saint  George  a  horse-back,  sarving  out  the 
dragon  with  the  saijeanf  s  pike— ^  PU  make  a 
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lane,'  says  he^  *  or  fork  a  few  on  ^em,  I'll  warranty' 
— and  if  be  didoH,  no  matter. — He  killed  forty 
or  fifty,  afore  be  knew  wbere  be  was." 

^  Wbat !  Ben^HeSj  Tom  ?"  said  one  of  the 
Im^castle-men)  with  an  incredulous  leer  at  bis 
companioD. 

<<  Ab,  Bmeties  /—what  d'ye  think  o'  that 
now  ?  Why  be  tumbled  them  belly-up,  faster 
than  be  could  haul  'em  in. — The  water  was 
coloured  with  their  blood  for  miles  and  miles 
juround — ^the  Red  Sea  was  a  fool  to  it. 

^  Well,  in  course,  Misses  Sangaree-Jack 
must  be  in  for  the  sport — for  the  curnel  bun- 
dles b6low,  and  turns  her  out. — Up  she  comes, 
looking  as  black  as  a  heavy  nor-wester  of  a 
winter^s  night.  —  *  What ! '  says  she,  with  a 
sneer  on  her  snout,  and  toss  of  her  head,  as 
bove  out  four  of  her  foremost  grinders; — ^for 
you  see,  she  could  ship  and  unship  her  head- 
rails  whenever  she  liked. — Why,  in  smooth- 
water  weather,  you'd  see  her,  battle-ship  fashion. 
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shewing  her  two-tier  o'  teeth,^  but  come  on  a 
cap-full  o'  wind,  there  was  in  muzziest—down 
ports, — and  strike  both  tier  in  the  hold — 
pocketed,  you  know,  as  close  as  her  purse. — 
*  Well,'  says  she,  as  soon  as  she  picked  up  her 
snags,  as  luckily  lit  in  the  starboard  fore-taucle- 
haliard  tub — ^  Well,^  says  she,  sputtering  out 
her  words,  a'ter  this  sort  of  fashion,  for  want 
of  her  teeth — *  Though  it  theems  to  be  a  thin 
to  thoot  a  tholitary  bird, — ^yet  there  appears  to 
be  no  harm  in  th 'slaughtering  fish  in  ihoaU* ;« 
for  you  see  the  folksel  was  kivered  with  bleed- 
ing Beneties,  flapping  their  fins,  and  tossing  their 
tuls,  as  they  gave  up  the  ghost." 

Here  roars  of  laughter  accompanied  Tom's 
imitation  of  the  lisping  lady. 

"  *  Exactly,  Ma'am,'  says  Moore,  *  'kase  Bob, 
you  know,  was  a  bit  of  a  scholard ;  and  knew 
the  natur,  that's  to  say,  the  law  o^  the  thing, 

*  Line  of  battle  shipt  are  obliged  to  run  in  the  lower  tier  of 
gnnt,  and  doaa  those  ports,  in  a  fresh  breeze. 


at  vdl  M  theioldjwoiiaii  with  all  h^  laroing. — 
<  «aietly  'KS  Ma!am/  sayt  be^  ^  for  one's  wi^iil 
mmritr^r^asad,  no  one^  no,  not  Neptune  bim* 
mUi  oonkL  Intuii;  ao  the  t'other,  as  either  fyion* 
dmigkfm^ot  as  die  croimer  calk  it, '  found  Jell 

5^  WeUt  you  may  suppose,  iliis  silenced  the 
old  kdy's  lip. 

*^'As  Bob  made  a  bit  of  a  lane,  the  ship  soon 
diovM  thipugh  the  shoalf  and  run  the  fish  ou^ 
a*  fi|^-rr Well,  matters  went  on  as  pleasant  as 
fVNi.  pl«ase,-«'kase  the  sight  of  fresh  grub  gag*d 
fSL  the  .growlers. — There  was  the  saucy,  old 
Sarah,  -for  all  the  world,  like  one  o'  your  New- 
J9imdland*Bankers — fish,  fish,  fish,  scattered  all 
Ofier  the  deck  from  stem  to  stam. — There  was 
lmlt**-tbere  was  broil, — there  was  fry,— there 
jms  fidtter, — ^there  was  staike, — there  was  stew, 
!-iaiidi  stuffing  I  never  seed  in  my  day. 

**  Well,  this  all  goes  off  very  well,  till  about 
two  bells,  in  the  a*temoon-watch ;  when  the  man 
a'  the  wheel,— one  Dick  Williams,  a  Bristol 
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man-born,  and  a  thorcvbred  bruiser — (I  saw  him 
once  sarve-out  a  press-gang  in  capital  style) — 
well,  just  as  the  bell  strikes  two,  down  he 
drops,  in  one  o'  your  staggering-bob-fits,  with 
his  head  in  the  Unnacle-box. — This  passes  for 
nothing,  you  know,  at  the  time ;  so  there  was  no 
more  to  do,  nor  hand  him  below,  and  bundle 
him  into  his  sack.* 

**  Well,  nothing  happens  for  more-  nor  an 
hour. — They'd  nearly  done  dinner  below  in  the 
cabin;  when  looking  over  the  taffel — (for  the 
wind  was  right  aft  at  the  time) — ^the  mate  ob^ 
larves  a  precious  lot  of  dirt  and  grease  a  gather- 
ing astarn. — *  This  won't  do,'  says  Bob, — and 
down  he  brushes  below  to  the  skipper. — *We 
must  shorten  sail.  Sir,'  says  he  —  *  for  it'*s 
looking,*  says  he, — *  I  axes  your  pardon,  ladies,' 
—for  you  see.  Bob  was  a  bit  of  a  ladies'  man, — 
^but  it's  looking,'  says  he, — ^^as  black  as — blazes 
astarn.' — *  In  with  the  royals  and  reef,'  says  the 

*  HAmtiK>c](, 


ikipper,  tossing  off  llie  grog  in  his  glass ;  and  he 
and  old  SangiufeJatk  tumbling  up  from  below, 
afier  Bob. 

.  '*  Well,  you  know,  the  skipper  gets  scarcely 
on  deck,  afore  this  infarnal  squall— for  it  fol- 
lowed us  faster  nor  Bob  espoc ted— catches  the 
■hip — carries  away  our  studden-sail-booms,  and 
•naps  slap  in  the  slings,  the  main  tatisic,  and 
to'gal  I  ant-yards. — There  was  Bob,  letting  run 
here — and  hauling  down  there; — whilst  the 
■kipper  was  bellowing  and  bawling  more  hke  a 
new-made  boson,  nor  a  master  o'  a  marchanman 
—though  no  wonder  to  be  sure,  for  tliis  here 
bird    business    turned    his    brain. — '  Up  from 

below,'  says  he,    'you   skulking  sons  of , 

Up  from  below,  you  lubberly  beggars !  and  save 
your  owner's  sails  and  spars." 

*'  Well,  out  o"  fourteen  hands,  only  four 
comes  up  from  below. — Two  crawls  for'ard  as 
well  as  tlieir  pins  could  carry'em, — but  'afore 
the  first  on  'em  fetches  as  far  as  the  win'less — 
down  he  drops  as  stifl'  as  a  midshipman  ;  and 
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brings  up  the  t'other  right  on  the  top  on  him ! 
—But  bless  you, — this  was  a  trifle  to  the  two 
as  tried  to  come  qfl — ^they'd  a  frightened  the 
devil  himself. — There  they  were — first  sheering 
to  port — then  staggering  to  starboard— thdr 
eyes  starting  out  o^  their  sockets — ^froth  foaming 
out  o*  their  mouths — and  every  hair  on  their 
heads  as  stiff  and  as  stnught  as  a  rope-maker^s 
hackle. — Well, — a'^ter  making   a   stand  for  a 
while,  and  a  set,  like  one  o'  your  Senegal  tigers, 
at  SangarecMTack — they  both  gives  a  groan  as 
would  ^ave  rent  the  heart  of  a  hangman,  and 
falls  on  their  faces  flat  at  his  feet ! — <  See  what 
you've  done ! — see  what   you've    done !    you 
d        d  old  scoundrel!'    said  the  skipper,   to 
Sangaree-Jack. — *  See  herei    says  he,   as   he 
haul'd  one  o*  the  poor  fellows  out  o^  the  gang- 
way, and  laid  him  aside  in  the  water-ways. — 
*  Down  below,  dvoe  V  says  he, — •  damme,  dive, 
and  send  all  your  infamal  fiy  up  to  clew  down 
the  sails.* — Well,  up  comes  the  women,  scream- 
ing and  squalling. — Sudi  a  nitty  never  was 
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knowiiy— *  Ohf  Captain ! — Oh,  Mister  Mate !— * 
Dear  Mister  Moore  !^  says  Sangaree's  wife — 
oonuBg  bbumey  over  Bob,  in  one  of  her  feck- 
•himate  fits-^for,  you  see,  she  was  one  o^  your  soft 
as  are  always  d  d  fond  of  a  fellow  whenever 
afieard— **  Dear,  dear.  Mister  Moore,'  says  she, 
'  is  there  nothings  nothing  can  save  us  ?' — *  No^ 
Mng^  Ma'am  V  says  Bob,  ^  unless  yov,  and  the 
ladies  jump  f^'ard^  and  dap-on  the  tausle 
clewlines.^ 

^*  Welly  though  you  may  fancy  'twas  no 
hmgbiiig  matter,-— when  four  fine  young  fellows 
were  laid  stretched  upon  deck,  —  still,  I^m 
blessed,  bat  'twould  'ave  made  a  sick  monkey 
ctq^onagrin,  to*ve  seen  the  petticoats  trying 
to  find  their  way  for*ard  to  the  tausle-clewlines. 
^-JSowsomever,  poor  souls ! — they  didn't  fetch 
far — iae  afore  thqr  gets  to  the  chestree,  down 
dnpa  the  old  woman  and  her  daughter ! 

^*  Wdly  you  know,  'twas  bad  enough  afore-— 
But  now  'twas  all  up  with  us — ^for  I  don't  know 
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|!Qes  over  the  sde. 
«  tt>  sftuftKA  the  Tum, — there 
cbe  ibipk  save  Boh» — Sangaree^s 
TQtt  koov,)  and  in  course  Pill 
kkk*d  die  bucket— dn^i^ped  down 
kenri^gsafioR  tiie  first  dog-watcfa  was 


•^WeO,  nd  hov 
ike  derii  of  lus  doer' 
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another  inquisitiTe 


^  XSItj^  joa  9ee»  both  Bob  and  myself 
bovKd-upoor  jib-<Uys  dbit  the  night  afore ;  and 
in  course,  as  cNir  coppers  were  burning  hot  the 
whok  o'  the  day,  the  little  appetite  the  pair  on 
us  had,  was  all  for  the  drink. — And  yet,  your 
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ate  ahnys  a4dliiig 
jm  dni  dMdP#  Ae  degtli  of  a  man !— Now 

fcn^  j«Ai^liK>v,  ^twas  the  «Mi^  0?  TO *' 

-^Wdt,  In  doOiae  Ae  ^ouiig  lady  fco  was 

^  Wk^y  die  tteter  bmI  nodnng  o'  Aai — but 
■be  toU  0%  dimever  tasted  as  mach  as  a  inor* 
ad  If  the  fidi— ^far,*  says  she^  <  I  Aougfat  it  too 
aUciig  nir  )ii j  stofliaco* 

^  Widlf  you  may  suppose,  we  were  now  in  a 
tsnrihie  mesft-^-three  topmasts  over  the  side-^ 
Uowkq^UanderinsBei-^rafaiiii^bnBets — die  sky 
all  a-fire  with  fast  flashing  lightning — die  sea 
^Inhihg  fnA^  fike  a  washdrwoman's  tub — the 
deck  seattefed  orer  with  corpses, — and  only 
Bob,  mysdf,  and  this  here  young  kdy,  left  to 
■oia  and  manage  die  tmfort'net  barky. 

^  We^  Ibis  sort  o^  weather  lasts  tiK  sunset— 
Whan,  ssys  I  to  myself,  lefs  see  how  she  sets. 
-^Thcre  she  dips  in  a  low,  black  bank,  as 
pde  and  watery,  ayci — as  a  widow  in    her 
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*^  Well,  there  was  nothing  for  us,  you  kn<Mr, 
but  to  lash  the  helm-a-lee,  till  we  sees  what  sort 
o*  turn  things  'ould  take. — It  was  all  very  well 
till  the  dark  sets  in — that  tried  our  pluck. — I 
think  I  now  sees  Bob  and  myself  with  this  here 
Miss — Miss  Clem — Clem — what  the  devil  was 
her  name  ? — I  know  Hwas  as  long  as  the  main- 
to'bowlin;  but  no  matter ;  1^11  mind  another  time. 
— I  think  I  just  sees  the  pair  on  us,  with  the 
girl  atwixt  us,  shivering  and  shaking,  like  the 
smls  of  a  craft  in  stays — all  holding-on  by  the 
bulwark, — and,  every  now  and  again,  the  un- 
fort'^et  lass,  clinging  like  a  cat  to  one  or  toother 
of  us,  as  the  lightning  flashed  in  her  father's  phiz 
— for  you  see,  he  lay  face  up,  just  where  he 
first  dropt  abreast  o'  the  binnacle. 

*<  Not  as  much,  no,  as  a  lock^  much  more  a 
word,  passes  betwixt  us,  for  four  or  five  hours. 
•«-At  last,  about  two  bells  in  the  middle  watch, 
as  we  reckoned  it — (for  Bob  was  even  afeard  to 
look  fit  his  watch)— th^  lightning  stops,  and 
down  again  comes  the  heaviest  fall  o'  rain  as 
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WW  seed  sinee  the  flood — Every  drop  was 
as  1%  as  a  two-pound  shot ! — it  lulls  the  wind, 
and  levels  the  sea  as  flat  as  a  pancake. — In  less 
dian  an  hour,  there  wasn't  a  breath  out  o'  the 
heareiis;  and  the  sea  was  as  smooth  and  as 
glass]^  aye,  as  a  sheet  of  fresh  water  ice. 

^^  Still  not  as  much  as  a  mutter  was  moaned. 
«— Pint  three  hours  or  more,  Bob^s  eyes  were 
fixed  like  a  ferrit,  on  one  dientical  spot  on  the 
deck : — and  the  three  on  us  kept  in  our  breath, 
for  all  the  world,  like  so  many  fellows  trying  to 
float  on  the  water. — ^Well,  in  this  sort  oVay, 
we  stays  clustered  together  till  the  grey  o'  the 
mom : — when  just  as  much  light  breaks  in  the 
eastward,  as  a  body  might  read  the  compass-card 
liy :  Bob,  for  the  first  time  looking  aloft,  gives  a 
start  as  fairly  frightened  the  girl  into  fits. — <  See 
here  t  says  he,  singing  out  like  a  soger,  and 
ittzing  me  fast  by  the  shoulder—^  look  up-^ 
look  up— there  they  are — there  they  are  !  right 
overhead/ — Well,  though  it  isn^t  a  trifle  as 
would  startle  Tom,  I'm  bless'd  if  I  could  bring 
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.'-  WcO*  I  looks  up 
cTjetbkikKsIiKr 

«^  Wliy  old  Sa^*rBe*s  glkoit,  I  appoK,'' aid 
cos  of  luif  BMot  cradaloos  jni£tof& 

'^Noy  but  o  flock,**  ooadBoed  the  namior, 
^  nd  I  ▼eo.ffdi  believe,  of  the  ame  diendod 
cmry%f  m  wifortfiily,  old  Songuee  dioC  the 
bird  uQBtm 

<«  Well— '  Noir,  MiH,'  says  Bob,  tryiDg  to 
dieer  up  tbe  crecde — *  Now,  Miss,'  says  he, 
'*  lend  us  a  fiity  and  we'll  tarn  too  with  a  will, 
and  dear  awi^  the  wreck.' 

^  Well,  there  was  cut  away  here,  and  slash 
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away  there.— -Hard  a  weather  the  helm^aft 
both  Ibfe-sheets — (for  a  beautiful  breeze  springs 
up  with  the  Inrds) — clear  the  decks  o'  the 
dead-^and  to  shorten  the  yam,  afore  the 
watch  18  relieved) — eight^md-forty  hours  wasn't 
over  our  heads,  till  the  barky  was  brought 
up  in  safety  abreast  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 
in  Port  Royal  Harbour.-* What  d'ye  think 
now  of  sailing  o*  a  Friday?"  exclaimed  this 
attestor  of  mirades :  who,  havhig  first  eyed  the 
group  like  an  inquintor  in  quest  of  unbelievers 
in  vain,  turned  his  back  on  the  watch,  nnging — 


tt 


*  My  name  it  is  Tom  Tough, 
Vrt  teen  a  little  sanrice— * " 


•*  Tough  enouglh  at  a  yarn,'*  whispered  our 
old  friend,  the  linguist. 
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Thlk  uoapoQccs  of  d^  clBoprs  and  crew 
weK  jbum^ndT  fuMEied  m  the  dulness  and 
Jmrth  of  airr  subject  &r  excitement,  which 
characteriied  their  eontmiiaiice  co  this  station — 
fer  with  the  <3cepck«i  of  homeward-boand  mer- 
cfaantmeny  and  an  occasional  rencontre  with  pilot- 
boats  on  the  look-out  for  ships  up  channel, 
the  month  of    September  and  a  few  days  of 
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October^  were  passed  over  m  one  utiviirying  same- 
ness of  prospect  and  duty,  alike  weary  to  the 
eye  and  the  animal  spirits. — Indeed,  at  the  best 
of  times,  this  station  was  never  remarkable  for 
affording  a  wider  field  for  the  enterprize  of  a 
cniiier,  than  in  casual  recapture ;  or  what  was 
yet  a  less  frequent,  as  well  as  a  much  more 
difficult  task— the  entrapping  of  some  skulking 
privateer,  or  little  lugger-rigged  fox,  protected 
from  the  consequences  of  hb  prowling  by  the 
fiidlity  of  earihmg  himself,  when  hard  pushed, 
in  any  enemy's  port  in  the  vicinity. 

The  first  week  in  October  was  not  concluded, 
ere  a  cutter,  dispatched  from  Plymouth,  ar- 
rived cm  the  station  with  *  fresh  -  orders '  for 
Staundi:  and  the  boat's-crew  which  conveyed 
the  bearer  of  these  instructions  on  board  the 
Sfi^bre  communicated,  viva  vocej  a  piece  of  in- 
tdHgenoe^  relative  to  an  Order  in  Coundl  issued 
by  the  Britidi  Government,  which,  from  its 
welcome  nature,  was  hardly  announced,  ere  it 
flew  through  the  brig  like  wildfire.   That  Order 
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in  Council  had  been  the  result  of  a  policy,  as 
sound  as  it  was  just ;  and  it  is  only  to  be  re- 
gretted it  had  been  so  lately  acted  on :  since  the 
principles  as  well  as  the  necessity  of  prompt 
interference  in  crippling  those  resources  of  our 
active  enemy — the  French  Emperor — which 
consisted  in  a  fk-audulent  trade,  carried  on 
under  the  American  flag,  to  cover  enemy^s  pro- 
perty, and  defeat  the  rights  of  a  belligerent,  had 
so  long  previously  been  detected,  and  distinctly 
pointed  out,  by  statesmen  in  this  country,  more 
than  ordinarily  conversant  with  the  laws  of 
nations. 

The  intelligence,  thus  conveyed,  appeared  at 
first,  to  be  too  much  in  unison  with  their  anxious 
wishes,  and  was  deemed  to  be  of  too  gratifying 
a  nature  to  be  true :  and  the  announcement  of  a 
system,  which,  from  a  first  impression,  might  be 
consider  as  authonzing  a  war  on  American  pro-* 
perty,  was  treated  as  unauthenticated  rumour ; 
or,  as  sailors  term  it,  <  a  gdUey  packet?  All 
doubts  were,  however,  subsequently  cleared  up 
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on  the  subject,  by  the  effect  of  the  receipt  of  the 
instructions  themselves  upon  their  commander's 
spirits  and  reanimated  countenance. 

The  lieutenant  commanding  the  cutter  was 
beset  by  all  the  officers  of  the  Spitfire;  and 
doc»ned  to  endure  a  series  of  questions  on  every 
topic,  from  the  ordinary  newB  of  the  day,  and 
common-place  inquiries  after  friends  in  port,  to 
that  which  was  uppermost  in  the  thoughts  of 
all: — namely,  the  increased  probability  of  making 
prize-money  on  the  station  newly  assigned  thera. 
— A  confused  nitiee  of  debate  and  of  biddings 
took  place  among  the  officers  round  the  cap- 
stern. —  For,  on  these  occasions,  the  spirit  of 
speculation,  so  inherent  in  man,  and  nurtured 
from  being  pent  up  and  confined  for  a  period, 
burst  out  with  redoubled  energy  ;  and  proposals 
were  made  by  several,  to  dispose  uf  their  scrip 
at  stock  in  the  Bank  of  Hope,  or,  to  be  more 
exphcit,  their  share  of  prize-money. — Some  put 
up  for  sale  their  share  for  the  first  week  after 
arriving  at  their  future  destination,  whiLh    was 


w 


I  3 


106  CBAKIQEL  6ROF1XG. 

now  discovered  to  be,  off  the  port  of  UOrient, 
in  the  Bay  of  Biscay.  Others  solicited  a  bid- 
ding for  the  produce  of  a  month's  cruize;  whilst 
the  master  and  purser,  having  laid  their  heads 
together,  resolved,  like  good  judges,  and  men  of 
the  world,  to  risk  nothing,  and  neither  sell  nor 
buy. — Nor  was  this  spirit  of  speculation  confined 
to  the  officers  alone. — The  mania  seized  the  car- 
penter, gunner,  boatswain,  mates,  and  midship- 
men.— The  prospect  of  gain,  by  buying,  was 
altogether  problematical;  whilst  that  arising 
from  sale  was  capable  of  being  rendered  a  cer- 
tainty by  confidently  asking  enough. — This  may 
account  for  the  disparity  between  the  numbers 
of  candidate  buyers  and  sellers,  the  latter  of 
whom  were  most  numerous. — And  even  the 
Jacks  themselves,  however  unacquainted  with 
the  doctrine  of  chances,  or  the  value  of  ^  life 
interest,  oi  interest  for  long  or  short  periods, 
were  found  freely  sporting  the  only  commodity 
which  they  had  to  speculate  on  with  their  ship- 
mates— to  wit,  their  grog. 
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Bm^  offisred  a  *  Quarterfy  Bia,'  for  the 
dbanoe  of  Burton'g  share  during  the  first  fort. 
iiig^t :  an  offer  which  might  be  considered  very 
libovl ;  but  which,  contrary  to  bis  expectation, 
was  refused*— The  secret  was,  that  he  had 
powerful  reasons  to  woo  Fortune  by  every  pos- 
ttUe  means,  rather  than  sport  with  her  posuble 
munificence  for  so  trifling  a  consideration  as  three 
months'*  pay: — ^having  Icnown  some  instances 
within  his  own  experience,  of  officers  whose 
temerity  in  speculations  of  this  nature,  had  given 
occasion  to  many  fruitless  regrets  in  after  life. — 
Had  it  been  a  matter  of  barter  with  another 
officer  rimilarly  engaged  in  active  service  in 
another  ship,  and  with  equally  good  prospects 
of  prize-money^  perhaps,  like  others  in  the  pro- 
fesnon,  he  would  not  have  declined  entering 
into  an  ^igagement  to  share  reciprocally ;  be> 
cause  he  would  in  that  case  be  remunerated  for 
the  apparent  sacrifice  made  by  the  additional 
chance  thus  given. 

But  we  have  thus  long  kept  the  real  reason 


lOS  CHANKEL  atonsQ. 

out  of  sight  in  order  to  afTord  the  read^  that 
which  is  very  cruel  in  a  miter  to  refuse ;  namely 
the  jdeaBure  of  indulging  in  conjecture. — Doubt- 
ieas  it  has  been  anticipated — Burton  had  retired 
below,  and  was  busily  engaged  in  pouring  out 
his  soul  on  a  sheet  of  paper. 

The  sargeon,  who,  from  being  an  Irishman, 
had  a  natural  predilection  for  speculation,  and 
erery  thing  pregnant  with  a  wager,  appeared  all 
in  a  fret  lest  Hasty's  ardour  should  cool,  and 
exdaimed,  with  an  eagerness  calculated  to  defeat 
itaelf 

"  Oh,  by  the  powers !  it's  myself  that  will 
take  your  offer." 

"Avast  there,  doctor,'^  said  Hasty,  seeing 
how  quickly  this  son  of  Eaculapius  caught  at 
the  bait — "  you're  not  going  to  bleed  me  in  that 
way,  my  bt^." 

"  In  what  way  ? — Sure  im't  it  all  a  lottery?" 

"  An  Irish  lottery,  perhaps  ?" 

**  Oh,  come  now,  aisy  with  your  nationalities ; 
I  lay  you  a  gallon  of  the  rale  Ineshoan  whisky. 
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thtl  70a  won't  find  a  freer  man  at  a  bet  from 
tlie  Corrah  o*  Eildare  to  Doncaster,  than  an 
Ifldiinan.-^And  mind.  Mister  Toric,  I  never 
WW  aoe  o'  your  country  that  wou'dn't  handicap 
Hb  own  breeches,  barring  he  had  nothing  else 
to  stake.^' 

«•  WeU,"*  said  Hastj,  with  a  laugh,  « I  confess 
it's  aliDost  bang-choice,  especially  if  a  horse  b 
ooncemea. 

**  Aye,  faith— a  horse  and  a  halter  is  the  pro- 
verb— ^and  it's  jrourself  ought  to  know  your  own 
wake  side." 

*' Well,  you're  not  going  to  weather  on  my 
weak  nde.-*-I'm  York  enough  to  know  the  dif- 
fjerenct  between  a  commissioned  and  a  warrant 
csBoer  s  sbare.^' 

With  spirits  of  so  speculative  a  turn,  it  re^ 
quires  no  great  stretch  of  foresight  to  divine 
that  an  accommodation  was  effected  with  little 
difficulty;  and  being  a  'free  better,'  as  ht 
avowed  all  his  countrymen  were,  the  surgeon 
soon  acquiesced  in  terms  wherein  the  Yorkdiire- 
iMm  had  the  best  of  the  barguo. 
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The  forecastle,  from  its  being  thickly  crowded, 
and  the  busy  hum  of  many  voices  vying  with 
each  other  in  their  biddings,  might  not  be  con- 
sidered an  inapt  representation  of  the  ^  Rotunda/ 
in  the  Bank  of  England,  or  that  formidable  and 
fickle  arbiter  of  Fortune,  *  Change- Alley.' — 
Crold  was  not  the  object  uppermost  in  the  mind 
of  the  thorough-bred  tar;  and  they  were  so 
frequently  sellers,  that  they  could  hardly  be 
accommodated  with  any  thing  like  an  offer  from 
the  marines  and  afterguard,  who  were  gifted 
with  more  shore-going  prudence. — A  present 
drop  in  the  bottle,  like  a  bird  in  the  hand,  had 
irresistible  charms  for  those  who  might  be  said 
to  live  from  day  to  day,  regardless  of  the  future. 

^^  Here's  my  prize  money  for  the  cruize 
going  for  a  week's  allowance  o'  grog,'^  cried 
*  Twisting  Tom,^  jumping  down  the  fore-ladder; 
and  finishing  the  sentence  when  he  landed  on 
the  lower  deck,  and  thought  himself  out  of 
hearing  of  the  officers. 

"  Here's  mlney  too,  for  the  same,''  said  one  of 
the   fore-topmen. — '^Haug  it,   a  fellow  might 
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lose  llw  Dumber  d  bis  mess  afore  he  gets  out  o' 
the  hands  of  the  gallows  agents." 

<<  You  may  say  Aaif  bo,""  said  a  third — <«  why 
I'd  moie  nor,  aye»  seventy  pounds  coming  to 
Be  wheo  I  belonged  to  the  i>  Lore ;  and  it  was 
so  kng  a  heaving  in  sight;  I  gave  it  up  for  a 
bad  job^  and  was  obligated,  at  last,  to  sell  it  to 
a  Jew  on  the  Hard,  for  a  suit  of  mustering  rig- 
ging, a  thundering  old  turnip,*  and  a  bladder  of 
gin.'* 

The  greater  part,  however,  were  in  a  state  (rf 
big^  exhilaration  at  the  prospect  of  more  active 
and  benefidal  occupation.  A  station  like  that 
off  VOrietU  was,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, certain  to  ensure  their  falling  in  with 
the  trade  then  carrying  on  in  French  property 
under  the  protection  of  the  American  flag. — 
The  most  daring  attempts  were  every  day  made 
to  enter  French  ports  under  blockade,  by 
American  fast-sailing  merchantmen,  denomi- 
nated, from  their  invariable  habit  of  ^  running ' 

•  A  watcb. 
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the  side  ere,  pursuant  to  previous  orders,  the 
l^pUfire  was  seen  under  a  crowd  of  canvas 
dose-hauled  upon  a  vdnd — displaying  her  pen- 
nant and  ensign  at  the  peak,  until  the  token  of 
salutaticm  upon  parting  company  was  returned 
by  the  lively  cutter,  which  now  bore  away  large 
up  channel. 

Before  the  evening  had  set  in,  or  the  ship's 
company  had  supped  (for  the  seamen  of  our 
service,  following  the  prejudices  of  the  ancients, 
always  sup  long  before  our  fashionables  dine), 
several  indications  were  discoverable  to  the  ex- 
perienced eye,  of  approaching  bad  weather. — 
The  sun  was  ranking  pale  and  watery  in  'the 
west — ^the  slanting  ray  which  shot  across  the 
vapoury  mist  that  only  partially  covered  its  orb, 
assumed  the  appearance  of  a  waterspout,  fall- 
ing in  an  oblique  direction  on  the  darkening 
deep. — Black  and  heavy  clouds  were  observed 
accumulating  in  the  horizon  ahead  of  the  ship^s 
course— the  undulating  motion  of  the  longer 
and  steadier  swells  now  yielded  to  a  quicker 
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oonadoed  hj  the  Milon  as  peenliarly  oanooos; 
nd  thdr  Mngimie  ezpcctatiais  of  pme  mc^ 
leemed  all  to  hare  ^anUied  like  a  visioo.— The 
jokc^  the  frieodly  banter,  the  j<mal  laugh, 
whidi,  within  the  but  few  boun,  had  enKTcned 
the  lower-deck,  was  soon  superseded  by  aiknt 
feserre  and  sullen  ^oom. — ^Yet,  kt  not  the 
novice  hastily  conclude  that  this  tranation  from 
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ddightiul  anticipadoDs  to  their  opponte,  was 
oocoiioDed  by  any  apprehensioDs  for  their  per- 
aonal  aafety.-*An  experienced  cruiser  has  long 
made  up  his  mind  to  t^ese  things,  as  matters  of 
coune;  and  if,  previously  to  that  intelligence 
which  had  so  far  exdted  their  hopes,  it  had 
come  on  to  blow  a  hurricane,  it  would  have 
been  regarded,  as  an  ordinary  occurrence,  with 
perfect  indiiereiice,  so  long  as  the  vessel  had 
'sea room,'  and  plenty  of  *drift'  in  which  to 
kyta — The  secret  source  of  their  uneasioess, 
and  of  their  dissatisfaction,  for  it  partook  of 
botb^  will  be  best  understood  from  the  tenor  of 
a  little  galley  debate,  which  now  took  place  on 
the  \weeB  deck& 

^  Well,**  said  the  captain  of  the  forecastle,  as 
he  jumped  down  the  fore4adder,  and  chucked 
bis  httle  tarpaulin  hat  under  the  mess-table, 
— *•  I   doesn*t    know  what   to   make   o*   this 

here 

^  Of  what  P*^  said  his  messmate. 
Why    this    liere   breeze,    backing   round 
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i^fiiiutt  the  8un.-^I  doesn^t  like  the  look  on  it  at 

**  I  doD-know  who  would. — Them  there  hog- 
bsdi'd  Tanneiils  never  come  larking  about  a 
ihip  for  DothiBg.'^ 

^*0b,  blow  the  paupoees!-  But,  bless  your 
heart,  what  else  can  you  expect  ?" 

"  Expect !— why  r 

^*  Whyf — ^why,  are  you  such  a  blind  buzzard 
«a  notto  know  the  cause  on  it  all  ?^' 

<<  Fm  grog  d  if  I  does." 

*<Then  you  ought  to  be  grog'd^ — it^s  jdain 
enough  to  any  one  with  half  an  eye. — ^How  a 
mnsible  man  like  he^  aye,  and  a  thoro'-bred  sear 
man,  too— for  there's  never  a  better,  I  take  it, 
from  stem  to  stam^a  felk>w,  too,  as  has  always 
a  weather  eye  open — how  the  likes  o'  he  oould 
ever  think  o^  such  a  thing,  is  a  regular4)uilt 
pauler  to  Tom  Toggle  !^' 

"What,  Tom?  what?" 

"  TVhatf—Whjj  sailing  of  a  Fridagf^  to  be 
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**  Oh,  there  you  are ! — are  you  ? — You're  right 
enough  there — aye,  aye — I  wish  the  skipper 
only  hard  the  yam  Twisting  Tom  spun  on  the 
folksle,  the  night  we  sailed,  about  the  bad  luck 
of  starting,  or  breaking  ground  a^  a£  on  a  Fri- 
day.*' 

Here  the  Nestor  of  the  crew,  with  a  look  of 
profound  wisdom,  interposed  his  sage  advice, 
avowing — **'  If  /  was  the  captain,  blow  me  if  I 
wouldn't  bear  up  for  port  again,  and  start  fair 
afresh. — There's  never  no  good  comes  of  such 
'^riments.** 

Far  be  it  from  us,  in  this  age  of  philosophical 
anchor-smiths*  and  geometrical  toll-gate  keepers, 
to  defend  prognostications  which  accord  so  little 
with  the  enlarged  spirit  of  the  times.  But  the 
remark  is  too  trite,  that  ^  we  are  creatures  of  cir- 
cumstances^— and  it  is  too  much  to  expect  that 
men  who  have  been  ambitiously  nursed  in 
principles  which  have  reused  this  country  to  an 
envied  eminence  amongst  nations,  are  to  be 
whisked  about  by  every  wind  of  new-fangled 
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In  eoBMquenoe  of  the  stormj  indicitiaB* 
now  but  too  peneptiUe,  the  nUs  had  beta 
reefed,  and  the  tcsmJ  nude  snu^  for  the  ni^t. 
— ^Aa  it  ia  curtonuury  in  Kme  '  aack  ihipt,'  ftr 
dw  wamnt  officers  to  examine  the  ri^ng  aloft, 
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in  the  evening  as  well  as  die  morning,  to  see 
tkat  no  part  of  it  ebafes,  or  is  liable  to  injury ; 
the  gunner^  in  the  perfimnance  of  this  duty, 
was  lajring  out  en  the  kemain  yard^urni,  and 
in  c^rer^reaelnng  himself,  he  unfortunatdy  fell 
fiiom  this  ekrated  situation,  clear  '  over-all'  into 
the  sea.  The  announcement  of  this  catastrophe 
soon  reached,  with  electric  effect,  the  little 
pariiameut  between  decks,  and  shortened  the 
ddbate  without  coming  to  a  division  on  the 
•question. 

^  A  man  overboard  ! — A  man  overboard  !^' 
was  caught  and  reiterated  by  twenty  voices  in  a 
nvcain. 

«  ThCTe  it  is  '-Didn't  /  tell  you,''  said  Tog- 
gle.—** You'll  have  f/ior^  of  it  yet" 

**  Ay,  it's  only  beginning,*'  said  another,  as 
he  knocked  down  poor  Tom,  in  his  generous 
hurry  to  assist  a  shipmate. 

A  scene  of  confusion  and  anxious  alarm  here 
ensued,  which  it  is  impossible  to  conceive, 
much  more  describe.— Tompion  was  a  general 
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lavou  rite.— -Had  it  been  otherwise,  the  cry  of 
"  a  man  overboard"  ii  sure  to  barrow  up  the 
feelings  of  every  behig  in  the  ship.— In  tbe 
scramble  to  get  upon  deck,  Uie  croMed-ladders 
in  the  hatchways  were  choked ;  and  tbdr  eager- 
nen  to  get  up,  only  proved  the  meani  of  de- 
taining tbem  longer  below. — The  more  light 
and  nimble  lads  caught  hold  of  the  combings, 
and  swinging  themselves  up  by  their  arms,  fdl 
spqiwling  on  all  fours,  into  the  *  lee-acuppers.' — 
Some  ran  afi  to  lower  the  jolly-boat — Others 
flung,  with  all  their  united  force,  towards  the 
diractioD  whoe  the  man  was  seen,  a  grating 
iriiich  was  destined  never  to  reach  him. — The 
UEs-buoy  was  cut  away,  the  carpenter's  bench 
thrown  overboard ;  whilst  the  master  who  wiia 
officer  of  the  watch,  gave  the  sharp  word  *to  haul 
uplbecourses,  and  heave  the  main-topsail  aback,' 
to  pirest  the  ship  in  her  progress. — The  huny 
afld'agiutiMi  of  all  tended,  in  part,  to  defeat 
thc'ir  object ;  nor  could  it  yet  be  inferred  that  this 
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mts  any  imputation  on  the  diBcipline  of  the  ship, 
U  every  thing  was  done  on  the  spur  of  a 
moment,  too  pregnant  with  fear,  Bympathy, 
•nd  aolidtude,  not  to  afford  abundant  pretext 
lor  spontaoeoui  and  unbidden  alacrity.— In  con- 
•equenoe  of  the  foreuiost  tackle  being  untimely 
let  go,  the  jc^y-boat  was  awamped  under  the 
ttem,  and  befinre  there  was  time  to  hoiat  the 
QUtter  off  the  booms,  the  man  was  obserred 
■inking  without  a  pomble  chance  of  relief,  as 
ha  was  unable  to  avul  himself  of  the  asnat- 
jmce  of  the  grating,  lifa-buoy,  or  boat'»oars, 
thrown  overboard.  —  There  was  enough  of 
Ug^t  on  the  water,  despite  of  the  gloom  of 
the  evening,  to  render  the  lu^ieas  features  of 
^  man  distinguishable  to  Brace,  the  boat- 
swain ;  his  partner  in  many  a  youthful  fre«k, 
both  having  entered  the  sovice  together,— 
Boused  from  stufnfying  borrtM'  by  an  implor- 
ing ^nce  from  bis  messmate,  the  latter 
duuted  in  angiush— "  By  Heavens,  Tom  1   I 
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can't  bear  that  look,  I'll  save  you,  or  go  with 
you."*  —  Nor  was  it  long  ere  this  awful 
pledge  of  friendship  was  redeemed,  for  in  an 
inEtant  tlirowing  off  his  looser  attire,  he  plunged 
amid  the  waves,  through  which  he  cut  his 
way  to  the  sinking  man. — Aware  of  the  dan- 
ger of  thrusting  himself  within  that  grasp, 
which  is  known  never  to  relax  but  with  hfe, 
he,  cautiously,  though  firmly,  seized  him  by  the 
collar  with  his  left  hand,  turning  the  gunner 
thus  on  his  back,  as  the  most  favourable 
position  forfloating;  whilst,  •  treading  the  water,' 
as  it  is  lemied.  Brace  supported  his  exhausted 
companion's  head  above  the  unfriendly  element, 
and  kindly  cheered  him  with  assurances  of  his 
safety. — Nor  was  the  sympathy  of  the  crew  suf- 
fered to  waste  itself  in  unaTtuling  regrets,  or  in 

•  Were  it  neceaaary  lo  t|nole  a  case,  in  order  to  prove  that 
we  do  not  deal  in  the  mnrvelloiu,  or  uport  witb  tbe  feeling)  of 
the  reader,  we  might  sppeu!  lo  the  experience  of  loiiic  of  the 
officers  of  the  Barfitur,  for  bd  auUienticBtiDD  of  an  aaecdale 
reUlire  to  two  Beamea  on  board  tlisC  ship,  resembting  the 
■bove  allied  in  most  of  its  deuila. 
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mere  admiration  of  their  brave  ehipmate :  the  cut- 
ter bad  been  '  hoist  out,'  aad  manned  by  eager 
handi,  who  pulled  with  inconceivable  alacrity  to 
tbeir  rescue ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  this  scene  of 
painful  excitement  on  board  was  happily  ex- 
changed for  that  of  heartfelt  and  general 
oRtgratulatioD. 
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A  CONFLAGRATION. 


E'en  now  the  derastation  is  begun. 

And  half  the  bnsineas  of  destruction  done. 

Goldsmith. 


During  several  days  which   elapsed  since 

• 

parting  with  the  cutter,  nothing  of  importance  * 
occurred  on  board  the  SpUfire,  which  had  been 
beating  up  against  a  strong  adverse  breeie^ 
occasionally  under  close-reefed  topsails  and 
courses. — The  wind  and  sea  had  ocHisiderably 
abated ;  when  Staunch,  anxious  to  reach  his  cruis- 
ing ground  as  soon  as  possible,  just  previously 
to  piping  to  dinner,  thus  addressed  the  master— 
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**  Come,  Stowel ! — with  this  wind  we  shall 
never  get  bold  of  a  Yankee  runner,  unless  we 
ckp  sail  on  the  brig,  snd  beat  her  across  the 
B.J."- 

"  Why,  no,  Sir,  we  shall  not  make  moocb  of 
it  rowliog  in  the  trough  of  the  sea,  like  a  gull 
with  a  wownded  wing — she  wants  more  sail  to 
steady  her — more  spars  are  sprung  by  a  weather 
lurch,  than  fifty  lee  ones." 

*'  To  be  sure,  Stowel !  that  can  be  easily 
accounted  forgone  occasions  something  of  a 
steady  strain ;  whilst  the  other,  in  connequeDce 
of  the  sea  receding  from  the  weather  bilge  of 
the  TessH,  brings  up  ever)'  thing  with  a  sudden 
•urge." 

This  Uttle  ooundl  of  war  terminated  like 
numy  greater;  where,  not  unfrequently,  a  vast 
deal  of  trouble  is  taken,  in  sounding  the  opinion 
of  others,  to  afford  a  colouratde  pretext  for  fol- 
lowing the  o|nnion  of  the  principal.— Nor  it 

*  BwrofBiteay. 
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lliii  pormknoa  to  the  inferior  to  sport  an 
opudon  either  impolitic,  or  prejudicial  to  the 
aenrioe;  as  long  as  there  is  any  truth  in  the 
adage,  that  men  would  rather  prefer  being  led 
than  driven. 

^  Come,  Hasty,"  said  Staunch,  looking  to 
windward,  and  then  aloft — **  Come, — turn  the 
hands  up,  make  sail. — Shake  two  reefs  out  o* 
the  taupsd^— cross  the  to*gallant-yards,  and  set 
the  sails.'' 

Busied  in  this  duty,  the  whole  ship's  com^ 
paoy  had  deserted  the  'tween  decks,  and  were 
occupied  on  deck  and  aloft,  with  the  exception 
of  our  old  friend  the  linguist,  whose  attention  to 
duty,  from  being  on  the  doctor's  list,  was  dia- 
pensed  with. — Poring  over  the  pages  of  an  old 
^FoamefB  French  Grammar,'  a  present  from 
Burton;  his  lucubrations  were  interrupted  by 
the  unseasonable  susceptibility  of  his  olfactoiy 
nerve.—*  Puzzled  as  usual  in  the  pronouns*  this 
intimation  of  that  vigilant  sense  would  perhaps 
have  been  unnoticed,  had  not  the  impulse  been 
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repeated  a^^ain  and  again;  when,  like  a  man 
tborougbly  awaked  fruin  a  dream,  be  started  on 
bit  feet,  at  seeing  a  smoke  oozing  from  the 
ocvices  of  a  locker,  on  the  lee  side  of  tbe  lower 
deck,  a  few  feet  abaft  the  foremast — Flinging 
down  the  book,  he  with  a  precipitancy  so  com> 
HMD  in  cases  of  imminent  alarm,  was  about  to 
exclaim  aloud  "Firel"  when,  reoolleeting  the 
regalatitms  of  the  ship,  he  repressed  his  breath, 
and  quickly  repwred  to  the  quarter-deck,  where 
beannounced  his  apprehentdcota  to  his  annmander 
in  a  low  tone  of  voice. — Without  exchan^ng  a 
word  with  any  but  the  quarter-master,  on  whose 
mind  the  necessity  for  silence  was  impressed  by 
the  captain's  significant  and  anxious  gesture; 
Staunch  descended  with  alacrity  below  to  ascer- 
toin  how  tax  these  suspicions  were  founded. 

The  dark,  dingy  smoke  which  now  began 
to  pervade  the  deck,  left  no  doubt  in  the 
captain's   mind   as   to   the   CMrectness  of  the 


The  topsails  had  been  hoisted,  and  the  top- 
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gallant  yards  just  <^  swayed  across/'  with  about 
twenty  of  the  crew  slcSty  when  returning  upon 
deck  without  betrajring  any  thing  like  per- 
turbation, Staunch  directed  the  drummer  to 
beat  the  **Fire.roll." 

On  board  many  ships,  even  some  of  those 
most  highly  disciplined  in  the  service,  an  alarm 
of  fire  would  have  created  general  consternation, 
and  the  worst  consequences  might  have  been 
anticipated,  from  the  embarrassing,  and  appall- 
ing confufflon  which  would  probably  ensue. — 
But  numerous  provisions  had  been  made  by  the 
Captain  of  the  Spiffire,  to  counteract  the  often 
too  fiital  effects  of  an  alarm,  which  has  a  ten- 
dency to  dissolve  discipline,  set  obedience  at  de- 
fiance, and  unman  the  stoutest  heart *-He  had 
formerly  served  in  a  ship  of  the  line,  a  number 
of  whose  crew,  in  consequence  of  a  sudden  cry  of 
fire,  had,  in  their  alarm,  jumped  overboard ; 
although  the  ship  was  moored  within  a  few 
cables*  lengths  of  the  dock-yard,  from  whence 

g3 
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tlw^  wan  eertuD  ofimnediateniocour^indepeif 
dottly  of  that  whieh  wu  sure  to  be  afforded  by 
the  boats  of  all  the  men-of-war  id  the  port. — He 
knew  'that  in  Buch  cuet  much  depended  upon 
the  office  <tf  the  watch  at  the  time,  whose  pni- 
daooe  or  acdvity  might  often  render  the  cons^ 
qoeaees  lesa  calamitous,  if  not  altogether  prerent 
the  catastrophe. — Stimulated  by  relets  and  re- 
flestloas  of  this  nature,  his  active  mind,  even 
whtbt  a  junior^  had  devised  aiany  expedi»ts 
and  precautions,  for  increasiag  tbe  diamses  of 
aaring  the  Uvea  of  tbe  crew,  or  preserving  tbe 
diip  herself  in  case  of  a  fire  at  sea. — His  lore 
for  the  service,  and  bis  really  bumaoe  disposlim, 
mduced  him,  tbe  momeDt  he  found  himself  in 
eommand,  to  reduce  these  refleclitHiB  to  practice: 
and  be  had  not  been  long  appointed  to  the  SpU- 
Jire,  ere  be  laid  the  foundation  of  a  system,  by 
tbe  introduction  of  what  he  termed  a  'Fire  BiBy' 
hf  wbicb  ev^  mdividual '  borne  on  the  books,' 
in  the  event  a£  fire,  whether  at  sea  or  in  port. 
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.»»;    •    »    I    i,» 


to  some  specific  duty,  the  mo* 
ment  the  alarm  roll  was  beaten.  And  in  these 
duties  his  erew  was  instructed,  and  oeci^ 
sionaQy  exercised  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
were  at  their  guns,  and  various  evolutions 
aloft 

The  ftdl  of  drum  was  no  sooner  heard  than 
the  crew,  startled  by  the  unwelcome  sound, 
were  tat  a  moment  arrested  in  the  performance 
of  th^  duty,  remaining  stationary  in  the  tops 
and  various  parts  of  the  rigging. 

The  emotion  occasioned  by  the  dreaded  drum 
soon  subsided ;  and  the  men,  turning  their  eyes 
to  their  commander,  seemed  to  derive  encou- 
ragement from,  and  be  actuated  by  the  same 
cool  intrepidity,  which  characterised  the  conduct 
of  their  brave  supericur ;  whose  humane  and  keen 
sensibility  to  the  imminent  peril  of  all  committed 
to  his  charge,  was  ndither  discernible  in  his  loofc 
or  demeanour. — That  he  had  wrought  hims^ 
up  for  all  the  emergencies  of  the  occasion  was 
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affmtmt,tnan}m  fizfdnes  of  his  poatore,  h^ 
■s>^  md  coBUDsndiiif  mbbcl. — Kiim  and  ibi- 
■onaUe,  »  if  prepand  to  "fanve  tbearrom 
of  oatr^^HMB  factune,"  lie  still  felt,  that  let 
pndenee  dnisc^  or  boldnaB  achieve  what 
Mems  thej  might  for  their  lalTatioa,  almost 
every  thii^  depended  tn  the  subardinaUoQ  and 
ifaT^**"*  of  the  aew  in  this  trying  hour. — His 
aujety  tDMi  gare  place  to  a  confident  coo- 
tcvpUtkn,  that  much  of  the  difficulties  of  his 
atnatiGn  were  remoied  by  the  ready  obedience 
diqiUyed  to  the  [veschbed  regulati(Mi& — Deli- 
bctately,  and  with  cotDparatirely  little  bustle, 
the  men  were  obserred  repairiDg  to  their  respec- 
tive atations,  eager  to  perform  the  duties  ihere- 
wiib  connected. 

Some  were  seen  "  rising  the  pumps,*'  others 
drawing  water  through  the  port-boles,  and 
floodlDg  the  decks  from  stem  to  stem. — Here  a 
few  hands  were  clearing  the  boats  on  the  booms, 
**  tndog  up  the  stay,"  and  rounding  down  the 
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**  jfud-taeUe-fidls,"*  prepnrrnhn^  to  b<n«iDg 
them  out. — Now  a  diTisioo  x^  marines  were  seen 
tumbling  t4F  the  booms  tbe  captain's  cumbrous 
and  heavy  pfessed  hay-bags,  and  shouldering 
them  over  the  nde :  whilst  others  were  unstowing 
tbe  ship's  company's  hammocks  trotn  Uie  nettingB, 
and  soaking  them  in  tbe  roiling  mass  of  mtet 
now  accumulated  on  deck  ;  which,  agitated  by 
the  ship's  motion,  as  she  mounted  the  wave,  or 
descended  into  the  trough  of  the  sea,  reTolved 
along  her  deck,  or  broke  in  plashes  against  her 
adea. — ^Tbus,  thoroughly  soaked  and  wetted  in 
■alt  water,  these  sacks  were  passed  down  tbe 
hatcbwaysi  as  fire  dampers,  to  a  few  of  the  petty 
facers  below  on  the  "  'tween  decks." — In  the 
hope  of  excluding  air,  and  thereby  preventing 
an  extension  of  the  6re  abaft,  this  party  had 
nearly  succeeded  in  building,   with  these  vet 


-  Hui7ef  oar  "Ttcbl-riggedihjp*"  tnaom  Mmwitkoot 
"  jMd-tacUe  jmidanU"  aloft,  which  arc  kept  hdaw  on  dackt 
to  tnca  up  u  required. — We  once  witneiied  the  hm  of  ■ 
TBlublc  lift  bj  this  iinB«cenM7  piece  of  luiitiMi  dutdjiMP. 


184  A   COVFLAGBATION. 

hiinmocks,  a  wall  or  barricade  across  the  lower 
deck ;  which  was  only  interrupted  by  the  dense 
snfibcating  smoke,  compelling  them  very  reluc- 
tantly to  abandon  the  completion  of  their  en« 
terprize. 

The  topmen  aloft  hauling  and  <  whipping  up,' 
budtets  of  water,  filled  by  the  <  firemen^  below, 
continued  wetting  the  sails  and  rigging  in  every 
direction. — The  remaining  marines  were  em- 
fdoyed  in  working  the  only  engine  on  board,* 
whilst  the  pipe  was  directed  by  the  chief  boat- 
swain's mate  with  as  much  steadiness  and  aim,  as 
if  occupied  in  washing  round  the  ship's  side  when 
at  anchor. 

Action  is  every  thing  to  a  sailor;  and  it 
will  be  found  that  nothing  is  more  dbheartening 
than  permitting  him  to  brood  over  a  disaster. 
In  the  bustle  and  activity  of  duty,  anoth^ 
species  of  excitement  and  anxiety  originates, 
culculated  to  divert  his  attention  from  pcmdering 

*  In  those  days,  the  largest  three-decker  in  the  aenrice  was 
oiiljr  ftimished  with  one  fire  engme. 
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on  «n  oneoiitronaUecalaiiiUy)  which  would  only 
nmkmij  repress  bis  sfwls. 

The  'cirpaiter^B  crew'  were  busied  above  in 
floiltliiig  the  waist  in  different  places,  so  as  more 
speedily  to  flood  the  deck  underneath,  in  the  ioi* 
mediale  neinity  of  the  <  bens^  or  lockers^where  the 
spara  saik  and  combustible  sUnres  were  stowed. 

The  mound  of  wet  hammocks,  piled  on  the 
lower  deck,  already  appeared  to  check  the 
progtcm  of  the  flame  abaft. — ^Every  thing,  how* 
eTer»  depended  upon  stifling  it  forward,  and 
eventually  preventing  its  bursting  out  through 
the  dedL  above. — This  event  was  momentarily 
apprdmided  by  the  commander ;  and  from  the 
contiguity  of  the  fire  to  the  pitch  and  oakum 
seams  of  the  planks— all  composed  of  American 
pine — ^it  was  only  natural  such  a  result  must 
shortly  follow. 

Perhaps  no  officer,  however  his  senior  in  the 
service,  was  better  acquainted  with  the  character 
of  thgae  whose  destiny  was  confided  to  his  car?. 
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or  knew  better  how,  by  sacrificing  to  their 
humour,  to  kindle  their  enthusiasm. — He  was  as 
well  aware  of  the  importance  of  timing  things 
with  the  tar,  as  he  was  that  men  generally,  and 
saikirs  in  particular,  were  imitadte  animals. — 
Whether  it  arose  from  these  considerations,  or 
that  he  was  impelled  by  the  overpowering 
influence  of  the  hour,  his  conviction  of  the 
necessity  there  existed  for  making  light  of  every 
personal  sacrifice  was  soon  made  apparent  to  the 
seamen. — Despite  of  their  proverbial  contempt 
for  expense  and  cost  of  attire,  they  were  not 
prepared  to  see  their  captain,  on  finding  mate- 
rials  failing  for  keeping  down  the  fire,  suddenly 
stripping  ofi^  his  coat,  and  without  waiting  to 
loose  the  epaulettes  attached,  trampling  it  in  the 
water  till  well  saturated ;  and  then  hurling  it, 
at  the  risk  of  sufibcation  by  the  thick  volume 
of  ascending  smoke,  dovm  the  fore-hatchway  on 
the  flames  below. 

*  Swabs — literally  bundles  of  rope-yarns  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  drying  up  the  decks. — In  figurative  phrase,  epaulettes. 
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•*  Hurrah — ^hurrah — more  swabs  /"*  waggishly 
exclaimed  the  bcmtswain,  eyeing  the  epaulettes 
as  they  flew  past  him  down  the  foot  of  the  fore- 
ladder  where  he  stood,  his  whole  figure  black- 
ened with  smoke,  and  reeking  with  heat  and  the 
water  that  had  been  cast  on  him ;  whilst  almost 
in  the  midst  of  the  fire — ^^  Hurrah,  my  lads  ! 
soak  and  send." 

The  flames  themselves  hardly  flew  faster  than 
the  contagion  of  the  captain^s  example — every 
man  on  deck  dofied  his  jacket  or  Guernsey 
frock,  and  soaking  it  in  the  water,  passed  it  on 
to  the  boatswain — "  That's  your  sort,'*  said  he, 
**  heave  and  awash. — Keep  her  out  o^  the  bar- 
racks,* and  you'll  soon  have  her  under." 

The  clothing  of  the  seamen,  so  opportunely 
converted  into  fire  dampers,  had,  for  some  time, 
a  con»derable  efiect  in  subduing  the  fury  of  the 
flames ;  but  the  insidious  and  destructive  ele- 
ment soon  burst  out  with  renewed  vigour.  The 
dense,  pitchy  smoke  rendered  all  human  endea- 

*  The  marinei'  men-placej  bo  designated  by  the  bluet. 
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voun  vain  to  reach  the  spot,  where  it  raged 
with  irrepressible  fury,  and  made  irresistible 
progress.  Several  unaviuling  attempts  had  been 
made  by  the  boatswain  to  direct  his  dampers 
with  precision,  or  throw  them  sufficiently  for- 
ward, so  as  to  counteract  the  destructive  ravages 
which  the  ascending  flames  were  making  on  the 
ceiling  of  the  'tween  decks,  or  under  part  of 
the  planks  and  beams  of  the  deck. 

The  captain,  and  the  three  commissioned 
officers,  were  for  a  few  minutes  observed  d^ 
bating  together. — ^'  If  once»"  said  Staunch, 
^*  the  fire  burst  through  the  deck,  we  must  bear 
up  to  keep  the  blaze  and  falling  embers  from 
flying  aft." 

"  I  don't  know  thai.  Sir,"  said  Stowd— «  fire 
always  creeps  to  windward." 

"  Well — ^bear  up,  Pm  determined." 

**  I  agree  with  you^  Sir/'  said  Burton — "  be- 
sides, we*ve  a  better  chance  of  falling  in  with 
relief  by  going  fast  through  the  water,  than  in 
remaining  by  the  wind." 
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It  was  Boir  manifest  that  the  ship's  company, 
iibaeifiiig  the  officers  in  consultation,  began  to 
rabac  in  their  exertions;  a  result  which  was  in 
an  inaltfit  petteifed  by  their  commander. 

**  Timkf^  said  Staunch,  '<  I  perceive  the  men 
donH  Kko  din  parley  of  our^s  together — they 
tfaink  danger^s  in  the  wind — just  jump  forward, 
you  and  Stowel,  and  cheer  ^em  up.** 

In  this  Staunch  was  actuated  by  a  double 
motiTe.— He  was,  above  all  things,  desirous 
that  the  ^nrits  of  the  crew  should  not  be  de» 
pttastd ;  whidi  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  diameter  of  the  tar  not  to  suspect  would  be 
the  ease,  were  they  to  imagine  there  existed  any 
reason  for  this  seoreoy ;  or,  in  other  words,  that 
the  danger  was  such,  that  it  would  be  unsafe  to 
communicate  to  them  all  its  alarming  extent.*— 
He  also  was  aware  that,  as  a  skilful  seaman 
and  a  man  of  quickness  and  resource,  Burton 
was  that  person  whose  opinion  or  advice  was 
mofe  available  than  that  of  all  the  officers  in 
the  ship  together. — ^^^And,  Burton,"  said  he^ 


"^  *■*   L^-^^ded 


It  aod  master 
ded,  and  oul  of 
«PK  TOur  opiaion  as  to 
^■K  >^  boats  out,  ere  we 

»•  noment  in  a  thoughtful 
kteaa  treli,  Sir,^'  said  be,  "  to 
[Id  be  certain  it  would 
the  men  with  a 


sidi 
relic, 
remai 


.  — Seave  quick  in  the  fore- 
p^  jiJeavouring  to  direct  the 
n  »  jut  quarter,  and  prevent 
p  Monwnble  conclusion  from 
Mc«{&  Burton. 

^1^^  «hich  'tis  so  desirable  to 

■^jr-.   Mniestly  resuming   his 

,__i^  -ff   there's  no  time  to  be 

jf-'  «  shall  be  compelied 

^  the  lieutenant,  "  and 
^^ja  to  whip  'em  out. — 
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Besides,  a  word  from  you,  may  lull  their  sus- 
picion of  danger." 

The  captain  took  the  him, — "  Mister  Brace," 
cried  he,  addressing  tiie  boatswain — '■•  hands  out 
boats — we  may  as  well  ^t  them  out  o'  the 
way. — Firemen  and  topmen  aloft — remain  in 
their  stations." 

The  cool  and  deliberate  tone  with  which 
these  orders  were  delivered,  was  in  itself  suffi- 
ciently reassuring;  and  the  orders  seemed  rather 
to  originate  in  a  desire  to  clear  the  deck  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  men,  than  in  the  prospect 
of  any  immediate  necessity  for  taking  to  the 
boats. 

The  cutter  which,  as  usual,  was  stowed  inside 
the  yawl,  was  whipped  over  the  aide  in  a  second ; 
and  a  steady  hand  being  put  on  board  to  steer 
her,  was  veered  astern  by  a  strong  hawser.  The 
launch,  or  rather  the  yawl  (for  in  vessels  of  this 
size  the  latter  answers  the  purpose  of  the  for- 
mer), was  not  so  easily  lifted  from  her  bed  on 
the  booms :  but  after  she  had,  with  some  diffi- 
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cidty,  been  ndsed  suflSciently  high,  previously 
to  dearing  the  gunwhale,  the  flames  bursting 
from  beneath,  and  catching  the  fore-stay  tackle 
fidl)  she  fell  forward  on  the  guns,  and  stove  in 
her  bows. — ^A  mingled  murmur  of  horror  es- 
caped from  several  simultaneously,  in  oonse^ 
quenoe  of  this  disaster,  which  was  as  quickly 
dbecked  by  Staunch,  excliuming — <<  Never 
ndiDd,  lads — never  mind,  we  sha'n^t  want  her.'' 

The  firm,  and  even  cheerful  tone  of  these 
oonsolatory  words,  seemed  to  have  a  soothing 
effect  upon  the  excited  feelings  of  the  anxious 
crew;  who  had  now  renewed  their  efibrts  to 
subdue  the  flames  (which  were  fast  ascending 
aloft),  with  a  courage  apparently  proportioned 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  perils  with  which  they 
had  to  contend. 

The  jolly-l)oat  abaft,  and  the  gig  on  the 
quarter,  had  also  been  lowered  down,  and 
dropped  astern  by  a  hawser,  with  a  boat  keeper 
in  each.— This  accomplished,  the  fast  ccnasuming 
vaiiel  waa  immediately  put  before  the  wind; 
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and  it  now  may  be  said  she  flew  through  the 
one  element,  with  a  rapidity  which  was  only 
etceeded  by  that  of  the  subtler  flame  winning  its 
fiery  way  through  her  blazing  bulwarks  and 
ligffng  alof t« 

Here  Hasty  was  observed  pacing  the  deck  in 
an  anxious,  fretful  mood,  as  though  labouring 
under  some  awful  foreboding,  suddenly  turning 
to  his  captain,  he  exclaimed,  as  if  they  bad 
previously  been  discusung  a  subject  hitherto 
untoudied  by  either — 

^Aeocdlect,  Sir,  we  sha'n't  now  find  it  so 
ea^  a  matter  to  drown  the  magazine ! — It's  most 
likely  we  shall  have  to  get  the  powder  up  by 
hand,  and  heave  it  overboard/' 

'* Overboard r  interrupted  Staunch;  '^sup- 
pose  her  foremast  falls,  and  we  get  the  firp 
under,  we  shall  be  more  defenceless  than  a 
collier. — No,  no!  we'^U  still  preserve  our 
powder." 

<<  Impossible,  Sir — how  are  we  to  do  it  ?" 

^  Drop  the  mainsail— haul  both  sheeU  aft«- 
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many  a  messmate.  The  prayer  was  hardly  con- 
caved ere  he  was  taken  into  the  jolly-boat  by 
the  only  seamen  on  board  her,  who,  oa  witness- 
ing this  poor  fellow's  gallant  conduct  aloft,  and 
subsequent  accident,  had,  in  a  moment  of  ex- 
cit^nent,  cut  the  boat  adrift,  and  resolved  to 
dnure  bis  peril.  All  this  was  the  work  of  a  few 
moments ;  and  now,  for  the  first  time,  the  boat 
was  discovered  by  the  ship^s  company  to  have 
parted.  The  poor  fellows  on  board  her  were 
seen,  as  they  surmounted  the  heavy  deep  swells, 
stepping  the  masts,  hoisting  the  sails  and  en- 
deavouring to  keep  the  ship's  track,  though  at 
an  alarmingly  fast  increasing  distance. 

Preceding  the  brig,  and  far  to  leeward,  like 
an  avant  courier  of  her  fate,  or  harbinger  of 
Woe,  a  dark  mass  of  dense  smoke,  fitfully  illu- 
mined by  flakes  of  fire,  or  bursts  of  burning 
embers  obscured  that  part  of  the  atmosphere, 
whither  the  forlorn  bark  seemed  recklessly  to 
urge  her  desperate  way. 

The  day  was  fast  drawing  to  its  dreaded 
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close ;  and  no  prospect  of  relief  could  be  dis- 
co^rered  throughout  the  wide  horizon  of  waters, 
by  young  eyes  straining  themselves  from  their 
sockets,  in  bewildered  anxiety,  as  these  little 
centinels  of  the  ship's  safety  sat  perched  in  the 
giddy  eyrie  of  the  main-topmast-head.  Many 
were  the  painful  anticipations  of  these  young 
adventurers,  as  they  alternately  glanced  fitmi 
the  fire,  now  fast  mounting  aloft,  to  the  hope-' 
less  prospect  around.  Nor  will  it  be  thought 
unworthy  of  the  hardy  profession  which  they 
had  embraced,  that  the  tear  glistened  in  those 
eyes,  or  traced  those  downy  cheeks,  as  they 
thought  with  many  a  mournful  presage  on  their 
far  distant  home,  and  the  unambitious  happy 
companions  of  their  childhood. 

The  explosion  of  a  gun  forward,  in  cause-' 
quence  of  the  fire  now  reaching  it,  was  quickly 
followed  by  another,  and  suggested  to  the  cap- 
tain the  propriety  of  dischatging  the  remainder 
to  prevent  any  accident  occurring,  should  they 
be  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  the  boats. 

H  3 
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Sucli   was   tlie  general   state  of  anxiety  on 
board,  tliat  the  sud''9  approaching  descent  in  the 
horizon  had  been,    until  now,  unnoticed.     By  ■ 
some  perverttity  the  qitavter-tnaster  was  destined»^ 
as  in  the  case  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  fire,  to  i 
be  iigain  the  boder  of  bod  tidings.     Ills  h 
ness  povented  him  being  otlierwise  semccabl^  ] 
than  in  watching  the  boats  astern  ;  and  now,  j 
he  looked  from  the  poop,  his  ominous  voice  wi 
heard  remarking,  that  they  could   not  expect  ] 
above  an  hour  and  a  haWs  longer  light.     Point- 
ing to  the  sun,  as  he  addressed  the  captain,  he 
exclaimed,  "  Sfif'll  dip,  you  see.  Sir,  in  less  than 
three  quarters  of  an   hour.      She  looks   very 
watery  too." 

This  observation  roused  the  ever  vigilant 
spirit  of  poor  Dnrlon,  who,  it  may  be  conjectured, 
bore  his  fair  proportion  of  the  toils  and  anxiety 
of  this  dismal  day.  Fatigued  as  he  was,  he 
seized  a  glass  from  the  capstan  heati,  and  flew 
aloft,  determined  to  avail  himself  of  the  short 
period  of  day-light,  that  yet  remained,  to  sweep 
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with  his  eye  the  wide-tpvead  proqpect^.jip  Ihe 
hope  of  disoovenng  appwirichifig  rfii^. 
Three  hours  and  a  hull  h%A,ne^r}f 
since  the  fiie  was  firA  d|sQg^e|ff(d, ,  ^  7*^1^9118^ 
sometimes  partially  «h^lb?d  by  ik&f^^%B^lkfi9if^ 
ertions  of  the  drew,  >  it  jaik  oftaii  fifiqpisapfi^tjp  l^ 
renewed  irith  ovennrheliiiiiig  ^riolepiqsii  .^^fuit^adf 
the  prudent  precautioiM,  of  Staww^  /'M^nj^ 
daring  endeavours  of  his  in|;fe}Nd  tapiy^oo^f^ 
until  now,  had  been  buoyed  up  with  ih^flpKlftt^ 
ing  hope  of  saving,  .perhaps^  the  shiphev^^; 
but  certainly  irith  a  fair  expectation  of  fal^lp|[^in 
with  timely  succour,  so  as  to  preserve 'the<]p?vts 
of  his  crew  in  this  distressing  emergency.  ,1^ 
dependently  of  the  threatening  indications  of  the 
sky,  and  peculiarly  marked  manner  of  the 
quarter-master,  in  thus  directing:  bis  atteaitkni 
to  tbef^oomy  pro^)ect  o£  the  setting  suii;  thetne 
was  'sqmethiiig  sq  dreadfully.i  appalling  m.  die 
idea  of  struggling  with  the  raging  element  in 
the  dark,  or  being  indebted  for  lij^t  ta  the  att- 
oonsummg  flam^  which  musty  ento-maaNn^B 
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tuD,  burn  their  bark  to  the  water's  edge ;  that  it 
required  no  ordinary  command  of  oountenaaoe 
to  conceal  from  his  crew  all  the  distraction 
which  inwanily  preyed  upon  his  mind.  Neither 
was  his  anxiety  likely  to  be  allayed  by  peroeiv- 
ing  the  boatswain  relax  in  that  boisterous  loqua- 
dty,  which  had  so  long  dieered  them  during 
their  severe  labour ;  or  by  over-hearing  the  few 
remarks,  which  escaped  from  the  seamen,  whilst 
ominously  hinting  at  the  causes  of  their  unfor- 
tunate fate.  **  Ah,  Jack,*^  said  the  captain  of 
the  forecastle,  addressing  the  boatswain Vmate, 
who  had  again  taken  a  spell  in  directing 
the  pipe  of  the  engine — ^^  one  pipers  as  good  as 
the  other  now — ^the  gamers  all  up,  I  fear. — I 
thought  no  good  ^ou'd  come  o  'sailing  ot  a 
Friday." 

*'  I  knew,^'  said  one  of  the  fore-topmen,  ^^  them 
there  pauposes  wam't  tumbling  about  the  bows 
for  nothing." 

«*  Never  mind  that,  bo,"  cried  Cheerly,  the 
captun^s  coxswain,  <<  it  can't  be  so  bad  with  us 
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either;  tor  you  see  the  skipper  still  looks  up 
nor-west^nd-by-well.'' 

These  observations,  uttered  in  an  under-tone, 
added  to  the  increasing  perplexities  of  this  pain- 
fully responsible  situation ;  nor  could  eren  the 
compliment  conveyed  by  the  last  speaker,  who 
so  generoudy  borrowed  confidence  fitmi  the 
gesture  of  his  commander,  console  him  for  the 
dispontaon  now  betrayed  by  these  despondkig 
spirits,  to  rdbx  in  their  exertions. 

He  had  been  turning  in  his  mind  the  best 
mode  to  save  the  lives  of  as  many  as  possiUe  of 
the  crew,  if  forced  by  the  fire  to  desert  the  sh^ 
He  knew  that  all  her  boats»'  so  far  from  beitig 
aUe  to  contain  the  entire  ship^s  company,  could 
not  acoomtiodate  even  half  the  crew,  in  the 
event  <^bad  weather.  The  danger  could  no 
k»ger  be  d»gui.ed.  The  carpenter  WWn 
summoned,  and  received  a  prompt  order  to  Com- 
mence at  <}nce,  with  his  crew,  to  saw  off,  and 
detadi  the  poop^eck  from  the  bulwarics  abafk, 
in  order  to  act  as  a  raft,  if  requited. 
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Whilst  thus  engaged,  the  brig  was  overtaken 
by  a  squall  of  wind,  accompanied  by  a  welcome 
torrent  of  rain.  Although  the  violence  of  the 
wind,  for  a  moment,  fanned  the  flame,  the  influ- 
&ioe  of  the  rain  tended  materially  to  keep  it 
under. 

Burtcm  had  been  neariy  half  an  hour  at  the 
mast-head,  sweeping,  with  searching  eye,  the 
whole  extent  of  the  horizon.  It  is  in  vain  to 
attempt  to  convey  in  language  the  agitated  fore- 
bodings, or  agonizing  recollections,  which  fain 
would  have  interrupted  him  in  this  anxious 
scrutiny.  Severed,  as  he  then  was,  though  but 
for  a  short  period,  from  the  bustling  throng  on 
deck,  busy  memory  avuled  itself  of  this  tem- 
porary relaxation  of  the  mind,  to  suggest  again 
and  again,  that,  which  had  for  weeks  constituted 
his  day  dreams,  and  haunted  his  short  slumbers 
by  night.  The  flattering  hopes  with  which  he 
commenced  this  cruize,  and  its  too  probable 
termination,  formed  a  contrast  sufficiently  strik- 
ing.    Until  now,  he  had  been  altogether  a  crea- 
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ture  of  ambition ;  this  feeling  pervaded  even  the 
spirit  of  acquiiementy  and  prompted  every  effort 
to  distinguish  himself.  But,  of  late,  all  motivet 
whether  of  honourable  emulation,  personal  dis* 
tinction,  or  professional  advancement,  seemed  to 
merge  in  one  overwhelming  solicitude.     Even 

0 

now^  as  he  grasped  the  mast-head,  to  rend^ 
firmer  his  giddy  glass,  and  direct  it  with  more 
certainty,  in  search  of  distant  objects,  on  the 
utmost  verge  of  vision,  that  loved  object,  whose 
ubiquity  at  all  times,  and  at  all  places,  he 
acknowl^ged  with  devout  homage;  flitted  across 
his  imagination,  despite  of  the  many  subjects  of 
fearful  solicitude  which  surrounded  him  on  all 
sides. 

In  this  state  of  mind,  it  was  not  surprising 
that  his  attention  should  be  arrested  by  the 
dubious  form  of  a  sail,  which  appeared  for  a 
moment  astern,  and  coming  down  with  the  wind. 
That  anxiety,  which  so  naturally  prompts  us  to 
be  the  first  to  communicate  gratifying  inteOi- 
gence^  had  nearly  impelled  him  to  excite  a  lively^ 

hS 
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though,  in  fact,  unfounded  liope,  amonget  o 
disposed,  like  the  forlorn  crew  of  tlie  Spifjire, 
to  catch  Bt  any  chance  of  escape.  He  had 
already  drawn  in  his  breath  to  enable  him  to 
give  more  effective  utterance  to  the  welcome 
words  "  A  strange  sail ;"  when  the  still  imper- 
fect syllables  were  checked  by  the  startling 
recollection,  (hat  it  could,  from  its  size  and  posi- 
tion, be  only  the  unhappy  boat  they  had  been 
obliged  to  abandon  reluctantly  to  its  fate.  How- 
ever severely  disappointed,  he  congratulated 
himself  secrelly,  in  having  avoided  any  pre- 
cipitate disclosure  of  his  erroneous  conjecture ; 
and  lost  no  time  in  apprizing  the  captain,  that 
the  joliy  boat  was  still  standing  on  in  their 
wake. 

"  How  far  do  you  reckon  we  have  dropped 
the  poor  fellows?"  said  Staunch,  who  adopted 
this  (one;  as  if  to  divert,  even  for  the  passing 
minute,  the  attention  of  the  sailors  from  con- 
templating their  own  disaster,  to  the  more  piti- 
able utuation  of  their  forsaken  companions. 
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^  About  three  or  four  miles,  I  should  think. 
Sir.'' 

'<  Scarcely  sofar^  Mr.  Burton,"  said  StaUiich, 
who  was  desirous  not  to  extinguish  the  hop^  of 
the  crew,  that  the  co-operation  of  this  boat 
might  be  depended  on,  were  they  compelled 
finally  to  desert  the  brig. 

"Certainly  better  than  three,*^  replied' the 
lieutenant,  who  now  perceived  his  drift 

•*  Well,  even  so— she's  sure  to  reach  us,  should 
the  foremast  go ;"  addressing  this  remark  rather 
to  the  men  near  him,  than  to  the  lieutetlant 
aloft :  **  and,  if  that  don't  occur,  we  can  shorten 
sail,  and  pick  her  up." 

This  conversation  had  not  been  concluded 
above  six  or  seven  minutes,  when  Burton,  his 
glass  stiQ  to  his  eye,  shouted  in  clear  and  exhi« 
larating  accents,  kindly  intended  to  reach  eveih^ 
ear  on  deck-^"  A  strange  sail  right  astern  !^ 

For  a  moment  every  operation  on  board  was 
suspended,  to  listen,  in  breathless  silence.    The 
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glad  inteltigeoce  was  again  repeated  from  aloft 
— "  A  strange  sail  right  astern !" 

A  loud  shout  of  triumph  burst  from  the 
crowded  deck  ;  once  more  that  deafening  cheer 
was  heard;  and  again  it  swept,  with  the  sough 
of  the  wind,  across  the  wide  waste  of  ocean. 

"  That's  the  boy  ! "  cried  the  boatswain 's-matc^  I 
who  had  as  great  a  respect  for  the  dreaded 
Sisters  three ;  and  was  as  rank  a  fatalist  as  most 
of  his  superitiitiuus  profession — "  that's  the  boy, 
that  always  brings  the  luck.  I  never  yet  seed 
him  go  to  tiie  mast-head  for  nothing." 

All  on  board  resumed  immediately  thdr 
several  employments,  with  an  alacrity  which 
seemed  diilicuU  to  account  for,  at  that  very 
moment,  when  s  new  hope  of  succour  had  ariten, 
which  was  totally  independent  of  their  own  ex- 
ertions.    Hasty  exclaimed, — 

"  Better  round  to,  Sir,  and  heave  tlie  main- 
tau[>sle  to  the  mast." 

"  Irapos&ible  !  my  good  fellow." 
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*'  But  recollect  Sir !  we*re  ruDning  away  from 
relief!'' 

^'  Better  so  than  hurry  on  our  destruction, 
before  relief  can  possibly  reach  us.  No,  ho; 
keep  the  wind  on  the  quarter — clew  up  erery 
stitch  we  can  get  at,  and  deaden  her  way  'with 
every  species  of  stop-water/* 

In  some  degree  relieved  from  the  onerous  and 
agonizingly  responsibility,  which  had  weighed 
down  his  spirits,  he  turned  from  HasQTy  and 
hailed  the  mast-head.  '  < 

^<  Well,  Burton,"  sud  he,  **  what  d'ye  make 
of  her  ? — standing  this  way,  I  hope  ?"  .  * 

*^  She's  a  large,  square-rigged  vessel,  with 
studden  sails  low  and  aloft" 

"  Aye,  aye  ?" 

^^  Steering  the  same  way  as  ourselves  V* 

'^  One  of  our  cruisers,  perhaps?''  said  the 
captain. 

((  Can  see  half  way  down  her  taupsles." 

<<  Hurrah  r  said  the  boatswam,  <*  PdTs  got 
hold  of  the  tow-rope !" 
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^^^  e,  in  him,  it  was  bot- 

*^f^iuiuA  '"^  downright  honesty, 
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"  Half  way  down  her  tau'sles?"  said  Stowei — 
"  then  it  'ill  take  the  standiDg  part  o'  the  first 
watch  to  over ." 

"  Hurmh!    the  engine  my   lads!"   shouted  I 
Staunch  aloud,  anxious  to  drown  the  concludii^  I 
part  of  this  yet  unfinished  sentence.     Then  laj'a 
inghis  hand  on  Stowci's arm,  he  thus  addressed'' 
him,  in  a  gentle  tone  of  reproof, — "  Keep  that  at 
least  to  yourself — guard   yourself.  Sir — surely 
nothing  can  be  more  improper  in  any  persoo, 
but  more  especially  in  an  officer,  than  lo  suBi 
an  expression  to  escape  him,   which  may  check 
the  ardour  of  the  crew,  or  repress  their  hopes." 

Nothing  could  he  belter  calculatnl  to  set  off, 
by  contrast,  the  conduct  of  another  officer  on 
this  occasion,  than  the  incautious  language  of 
Stowei,  Si  ho  was  one  of  those  rough  knots,  as 
tors  term  them,  or  matter-of-fact  men,  who 
unceremoniously  uttered  whatever  he  thought, 
however  unseasonable  (he  truth,  or  ticklish  the 
inference  drawn.  Whatever  might  be  the  con- 
sequence of  the  practice,   its   principles  could 
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hardly  be  censured;  since,  in  him,  il  was  bot- 
tomed in  plain  dealing  and  downright  honesty, 
which  saw  no  reason  to  colour  over  truth. 
Burton  was  a  bird  of  i|uite  another  feather. 
For  he,  participating  in  the  anxiety  of  his  com- 
mander, liad  represented  the  stranger  as  much 
nearer,  than  she  really  appeared  to  be  from  the 
mast-head.  Indeed,  when  he  asaerted  he  could 
see  her  half  way  down  her  topsails,  had  he 
adhered  strictly  to  truth,  he  must  have  con- 
fi.'ssed  lie  saw  little  more  than  her  top-gallant 
sails  above  the  horizon. 

The  spirits  of  ail  on  board  were  now  as  much 
elated,  as  a  few  minutes  before  they  hud  been 
depressed.  Although  nearly  worn  out  with 
fatigue,  the  substitution  of  other  duties,  besides 
those  connected  with  subduing  the  flames,  ap- 
peared to  give  the  men  a  respite  from  sameness 
of  labour  and  exertion.  Sailors  hate  monotony 
— and  Staunch  had  now  an  opportunity  of 
relieving  some  from  a  duty  of  which  they 
began  to  be  weary,  by  chan^ng  their  vocation. 


zontal  position,  and  greater  breath  of  flat  Eiir- 
face  presented  to  the  rising  flames  by  the  foretop, 
gave  ample  fuel  for  the  conflagration. 

The  foretop-mast  was  now  seen  tottering  in 
the  cap.  The  head-braces,  and  every  rope 
which  led  from  the  foremast  aft,  were  all  let 
go,  and  overhauled ;  so  as  to  faciUtate  the  fall 
of  this  weighty  spar  clear  of  the  ship. 

"  I  say,  Brace,"  cried  the  captain,  conveying 
a  mandate  directly  through  the  medium  of  an 
interrogatory—"  I  say, — can't  we  manage  to  cut 
away  the  laniards  of  the  starboard  quarter 
backstays  ?" 

*'  Eye,  eyo.  Sir,"  aaid  the  boatswain,  who 
piqued  himself  on  anticipating,  whenever  he 
could,  his  captain's  drift — "  Hand  us  that  there 
axe — here  goes," — then  flying  into  the  thick 
of  the  Are,  he  hardly  had  time  to  make  one 
inefl'ectual  cut  al  the  laniard,  before  the  scorch- 
ing blaze  compelled  him  to  retreat,  without 
accomplishing  his  purpose.  "  CiHne — spell- 
oh  !"  cried  he, — "  a  frcah  hand  at  the  axe." 
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For  want,  however,  of  a  rival  of  the  true 
salamander  breed,  the  challenge  was  not  so 
freely  accepted ;  and  the  axe  for  some  moments 
remained  out  of  commission.  This  was  not  to  be 
endured  by  Brace,  who,  after  rolling  and  sous- 
ing  himself  well  in  the  flooded  scuppers,  to 
soothe  the  anguish  of  his  scorched  skin,  seized 
once  more  the  axe,  and  casting  a  contemptuous 
look  at  the  topmen  around  him,  he  bellowed 
aloud — '*  What !  d'ye  think  then  you're  all  for 
Fidler'a  Green  f — When  you  come  to  unreevc 
your  life-lines,  you  lubbers,  some  on  you'll  find 
a  hotter  birth  than  this." 

Then  making  a  desperate  rush  on  to  the  blaz- 
ing bulwark,  he  succeeded,  his  back  turned  to 
the  flames,  in  severing  the  triple  turns  of  the 
laniards,  which  bound  the  backstays  to  the 
channels.  The  backstays  now  disengaged  from 
their  fastenings,  Staunch  directed  the  master 
to  watch  a  favourable  opportunity  for  "  heaving 
the  brig  up  in  the  wind ;"  with  the  hope,  that 
the  lurch  to  leeward,   which  would  naturally 
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accompany  the  sudden  alteration  in  her  course, 
would  pitch  the  topmast,  already  wounded  by 
the  fire,  over  the  side. 

"It can't  bo dooD, Sir," said  Stowel, inasullcn 
lone,  who  had  not  as  yet  recovered  from  the 
effects  of  his  captain's  rebuke ;  "  unless  ye 
sheet'home  the  main-tau'ale,  and  haul  your 
stop- water 8  up." 

"  That's  soon  done,"  cried  Staunch,  with  an 
atoning  air  of  ready  acquiescence,  strongly  con- 
trasted with  that  of  the  blunt  north-countryman. 
'*  Hasty,  sheet-home  the  main-taupsle — Burton, 
rowse  the  shot-boxes  out  o'  the  water,  and — a — '" 

•'Better  first,  Sir,"  said  Burton,  "apprise 
the  boat-keepers  astern  of  our  intention." 

"  True,  we  must  mind  the  powder." 

"  Aye,  and  mind,  too,  and  not  swamp  the 
boats  in  the  bargain,"  again  growled  the  master. 

"  We  can  veer  'em  further  astern,"  cried  the 
first  lieutenant. 

"  Only  for  the  fire  flakes,  I'd  rather  low  them 
at  a  shorter  scope,"  said  Staunch- 
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^^  Why  iM  heave  the  powder  out  of  the  cuttor 
at  oooer'  said  Burton;  **  there  can  be  little 
doubt  the  ship  in  pursuit  of  us  is  a  friend.** 

**  True,**  said  Staunch,  **  and  if  she  were  a 
foe,  the  powder  would  now  little  avail  us.'* 

^  Beades,''  said  Stowel,  <<  you'll  have  to 
lighten  her  at  last;  for  the  boats  are  shippbg 
green  seas  every  minute.'^ 

Hasty,  jumping  aft  on  the  poop,  shouted  to 
the  boat-keepers — **  Heave  over  the  powder — 
bear  a'  hand— we're  going  to  bring  the  brig  to 
the  wind !" 

This  order  was  gladly  complied  with,  almost 
as  soon  as  issued.  Conformably  with  another 
order,  the  boats  were  veered  further  astern :  and 
all  was  now  announced  in  readiness  to  attempt 
this  nioe  manoeuvre. 

At  thb  period,  the  ship  must  have  presented, 
even  to  the  far  distant  spectator,  a  most  awefiil 
and  impoong  spectacle.  The  fire  had  got  total 
possession  of  her  fbrward ;  and  rose  like  a  l»i|^t 
pyre  against  the  lowering  sky,  surmountiog  in 
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vivid  bursts  the  very  top-gallant  truck :  wlii.st 
liurrying  along  each  slender  spar,  or  searching 
the  involutions  of  each  pitchy  rope,  the  subtle 
flame  was  seen  coiling  and  winding  its  way 
through  the  rigging  like  a  snake  of  living 
fire. 

Mounted  on  one  of  the  after  carronades,  the 
master  was  observed,  for  a  few  moments,  watch- 
ing the  rolling  waves  on  the  quarter:  then 
selecting  the  heaviest  of  the  fast  succeeding  seas, 
he  quickly  exclaimed  to  the  all-anxious  steen- 
inan — 

"  Now  stand  by .' — fiard  a  port !" 

Obedient  to  her  helm  the  (iiTy  fabric  broached 
instantly  to;  throwing  up  her  blazing  how  to 
the  wind  ;  then  rising  for  a  moment  on  the  sum- 
mit of  a  topping  wave  she  fell  over  to  leeward 
down  the  steep  descent, — gnve  a  heavy  lurch,  the 
effectsof  which  were  heard  through  all  her  groan- 
ing timbers.  The  shock  thus  given  to  the  lofty 
mast,  now  bereft  of  all  support,  combined  wilh 
its  ponderous  weight,  snapped  it  sliort  above  the 
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capi  and  pitched  it^^all  flauuDg,  amid  the  hiadng 
foam  of  the  aea. 

Rapid  as  was  this  ev(dution,  it  was  full  fraught 
with  danger.  In  the  faces  of  all,  alarm — ^iii 
some,  horror,  was  strongly  depicted;  when  as 
she  luffSsd  to  the  wind,  they  beheld  the  whole 
volume  of  lambent  flame  flying  aft,  and  licking, 
with  forked  tongue,  the  shivering  topsail ;  or 
sweeping  with  sportive  and  fearful  familiarity 
through  her  mast,  spars,  and  nggmg. 

*<  Right  the  helm  T*  said  Stowel,  as  the  mast 
went  over  the  side. 

<<  Hard  a-weather !"  cried  Staunch. 

^^  Clew  up  now— dew  up,  boys  !^  said  Hasty, 
who  had  already  ordered  hands  to  the  topsail 
clew-iines.  **  Clew  up,  and  don't  let  the  flames 
catch  the  foot  o'  the  sail/' 

A  stunning  cheer  succeeded,  as  the  crew  per* 
ceived  the  wreck  of  the  mast  drifting  clear  of  the 
boat  astern.  Again,  in  quick  obedience  to  her 
helm,  the  vessePs  head  receded  from  the  wind ; 
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whilst  the  flames,  which  had  been  somewhat 
checked  by  the  *^  shipping  seas,*  ^  continued  their 
devastating  course,  concentrating  now  their  fury 
within  the  fore  part  of  the  ship. 
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CHAPTER  VIL 


A  FRIEND  IN  NEED. 


But  aofw  there  came  A  flaih  of  hope  onee  more. 

Bysov. 


Great  as  was  the  anxiety  which  prevailed  on 
board  for  their  own  preservation,  it  is  but  candour 
to  admit,  it  was  scarcely  less  evinced  on  the  deck 
of  the  gallant  vessel  now  crowding  aU  sail  to  her 
relief. 

Distance  rendered  the  SpiffirH's  colours,  now 
streaming  down  the  wind,  *  union  inverted,'  in 
tckea  of  distress,  altogether  undisdnguishaUe. 
— ^But  to  the  experienced  eye  of  the  frigate's 
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r,  who  fajd  Msceodtd  to  his  own  mast- 
kettd  to  take  a  naore  aocunte  personal  obser- 
nation,  there  was  enough  to  raise  a  presumption 
in  hk  mind  that  she  must  be  one  of  our  own 
cmiaers  in  distress. — Tlis  accounted  for  the 
press  of  sail,  which  Burton,  preriouslv  to  de- 
scending, described  her  to  earrj,  and  which 
enabled  the  frigate  before  dark  to  see  the  Spit- 
Jm4  lower  yards  clearlj  from  decL 

Had  ^Steamers*  been  then  in  use,  and  the 
practice  of  performing  voyages  hy  fire  and 
smoke  *•  obtained,*  instead  of  by  wind  and  water; 
the  Spiifbr  might,  whilst  di^l^fat  lasted,  have 
blaied  away  until  she  had  burnt  to  the  water's 
cigty  without  having  excited  either  alarm  or 
syaopathy  throughout  her  ill-omened  flight  across 
aDY  of  those  seas  dow  navigated  by  the  magic 
craft  of  the  mystic  sons  of  Hydraulic  science, 
whose  proud  defiance  of  the  wind,  and  contempt 
of  a  *  head-sea,'  make  the  fearful  vision  of  the 
*  Flying  Dutchman^  no  longer  a  fable ;  and  strip 
Jade's  dread  phantom  ship  of  all  its  terrors. 
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The  erening  was  ushered  in  with  all  the 
usual  indications  of  the  approach  of  bad 
weather,  and  as  daylight  sunk  upon  the  hor^ 
son,  the  sky  to  windward  assumed  a  stormy 
aspect—The  wind  too,  which,  though  fresh, 
had  been  comparatively  moderate,  now  became 
gusty ;  and  the  long  swells  of  Biscay,  instead 
of  roDing  in  unbroken  masses,  were  surmounted 
by  ominous  *  horses-heads,*  (as  sailors  term 
them,)  curling  their  agitated  tops  with  feathery 
foam. 

In  sudi  a  state  of  things,  it  may  be  conjeo> 
tured  that  the  anxiety  on  board  both  vessels  was 
proportionably  increased,  as  the  sun  shrouded 
his  last  Umb  in  the  bosom  of  the  darkening  d^. 
— On  board  the  one,  apprehennon  prevafled 
that  the  brig  would  blow  up,  before  relief  could 
reach  her;  whilst  the  Spitfire's  crew,  aware  that 
no  such  explosion  could  take  place,  from  the 
preeautionB  adopted,  were  only  alarmed  lest  the 
vessel  dionld  be  wholly  enveloped  in  flame 
before  the  stranger  joined  company. — Indeed,  if 

I  S 
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any  thing  could  possibly  increase  the  concern 
and  perplexity  of  the  commander  of  the  frigate, 
it  arbfte  from  perceiving  the  fiery  pile  pursuing 
her  reckless  course  unaltered,  and  wantonly 
flying  from  that  miccour  hen^  «o  anxious  to 
affi>rd/— He  had  visited  the  forecastle  at  least 
twenty  times,  in  as  many  minutes,  to  make  re- 
peated inquiries  of  the  various  oflScers  who  by 
this  time  had  brought  half-a-dozen  night-glasses 
to  bear  upon  the  fearfully  interesting  object. 

**  It's  impossible !"  said  he,  paceing  the  deck 
under  considerable  excitement, — ^*  impossible  he 
ooiild  have  seen  us  before  dark  !— or  why  con- 
tinu^  his  course  ?'* 

<^*^  Perhaps,  Sir,^  said  the  master,  who  had 
justly  accounted  for  the  cause, — *<  perhaps  the 
fire^s'fbr'ard,  and  he  thinks  it  safest  to  keep  the 
wind  on  the  quarter.** 

**  Perhaps  so,^— however,  if  guns,  blue-lights, 
and  rockets  can  draw  his  attention,  he  shall  have 
them  in  plenty. — Send  for  the  gunner,  and — 
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**  I  beg  your  pardon.  Sir,*'  interrupted  the 
master,  looidng  to  the  crowd  of  straining  can- 
vas overhead,  with  a  solicitude  which  shewed 
he  was  nearly  as  anxious  about  the  fate  of  their 
own  spars,  as  his  captain  was  for  that  of  the 
flaming  fugitive — ^*  but  don't  you  think  weVe 
pressing  her  a  little  too  much  ? — The  sticks,  you 
see,  SiTf  are  b^inning  to  complain  !'* 

*<  Complain ! ^— Let  them: — how  can  yoa 
hini  aft  sbortening  sail,  when  such  a  heart^rend* 
ing  scene  stares  you  in  the  face? — Hold  on !— * 
hold  oo,  good  sticks  r  said  the  commander, 
apottfophiaing  his  supple  spars  with  a  burst  of 
feeling  that  did  honour  to  his  heart. — *^  Udd 
on.  but  another  hour,  and  we  may  yet  save  the 
poor  UOoms  from  destrucdon  V* 

Tbpu^  the  master  attributed  this  unmerited 
rdbuke  to  the  excitement  of  the  inoment,  yet  he 
oou^notrefiiaiafrpm  mu^tmng^  to.  himself,  as 
bc(  tiin^  upon  his  heel — **  Good  sticks,  indeed  1 
— ^They  must  be  d— d  good^  if  they  stand  the 
next    squall!" — a  predict  on  which   appeared 
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likely  to  be  fulfilled ;  for  the  wind  was  freshen- 
ing fast,  and  often  fell  upon  the  sails  in  heavy 
and  sudden  gusts. 

But  in  this  instance,  the  lively  interest  felt 
by  his  commander  induced  him  to  forego  that 
caution,  which,  doubtless,  he  would  have  dis- 
played on  a  less  presung  occasion. 

There  are  cases,  wherein  the  most  prudent 
and  justifiable  precautions  may  not  only  be 
impugned  by  inferiors,  but  be  subject  to 
official  censure  from  a  superior. — Thus,  though 
a  ship  will  often  be  found  to  sml  as  fast ;  nay 
sometimes  faster,  by  being  not  overpressed  with 
canvas :  yet  when  employed  in  pursuit  of  a  foe, 
or  in  *  support  of  a  friend,'  adieu  to  the  le* 
putation  of  that  commander,  who  on  such  an 
emeigency,  shews  not  an  extraordinary  spread 
of  sail. — Such,  however,  was  not  the  feeling 
by  which  the  captain  of  the  iFYom  was  actuated. 
— His  courage  was  unquestioned ;  and  the  name 
of  Sir  Harry  Driver  was  hallowed  in  the  hearts  of 
all  his  crew,  as  the  true  type  of  humanity. — It 
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was  not  wonderfuly  therefore,  that  his  mind  was 
entirely  absorbed  by,  and  all  his  efforts  directed 
to,  one  sole  object — the  rescuing  his  fellow** 
creatures  from  that  fate,  wliich  it  was  now 
plain,  either  element  must  soon—- too  soon,— ac- 
complish. 

Whilst  the  brave  ship  was  rapidly  cleaving 
her  way  through  the  water,  the  boiling  masses 
bursting  in  sparkling  foam  beneath  her  bows, 
the  spars  aloft  were  heard  to  creak,  ^  and  com- 
plain in  every  direction,  under  the  heavy 
pressure  of  the  low  and  lofty  canvas,  which 
proudly  towered  cm  each  mast  like  a  pyramid, 
despite  ef  the  gathering  gale.*— The  studding-sail 
booms  were  tqoping  upwards,  and  threatening 
eadi  minute,  as  they  bent  to  the  breeee,  to  snap 
sb^rt  in  thttr  confining  irons.-r-By  the  ad<* 
ditiooal  weight  of  their  outer  wings,  the  tq^-sail 
yards  thus  extended,  notwithstanding  the  sup- 
port  afforded  by  their  taughtened  ^  lifts,'  and 
well-bowsed  burtons,  were  bowing  in  the  slings, 
and    drooping    their    extremities;    whilst   the 
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towering  topmast  was  obserred,  not  without 
sonic  ominous  foreboding,  yielding  to  the  blast ; 
or  oscillating  to  and  fro  with  the  '  send  of  the 
ship ;'  like  a  supple  ash  tree  on  the  mountain 
top,  contending  with  the  storni, 

Meantime  the  frigate'a  ship's  company  were 
actively  employed  clearing  the  boats,  and  mak- 
ing preparations  for  hoisting  them  ouL — The 
fire-engine  was  placed  in  the  barge,  and  a  pro- 
portionate number  of  buckets  in  each  of  the 
cutlers  on  the  quai-ter. — In  the  sanguine  expec- 
tation of  arriving  in  time  to  save,  at  least  some 
of  the  valuable  lives  now  in  jeopardy,  this  kind- 
hearted  and  considerate  officer  had  not  only 
directed  a  spare  sail  to  be  spread  under  the 
half  deck,  as  a  temporary  place  of  repose  for 
the  night;  but  ordered  several  bales  of  blankets 
and  purser's  clolhing  to  be  got  up  in  readiness, 
to  supply  the  wants  of  such  as  might  have  suf- 
fered from  the  effects  of  the  fire. — Nor  did  he 
even  neglect  to  apprize  the  surgeon  of  the 
necessity    for    being    prepared    to    administer 
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prompt  professional  aid  to  such  as  might  require 
bis  humane  attentions. 

Occupied  in  issuing  orders  of  this  nature,  re- 
specting  tlie  economy  of  the  ship,  and  probable 
future  emergencies,  his  attention  was  abstracted 
for  some  time  from  the  stormy  indications  of 
the  weather  to  windward  ;  and  now,  as  if  to 
vindicate  the  character  of  the  master  as  a  man 
of  intelligence,  the  coming  squall  overtoolt  them 
in  their  course,  and  fulfilled  his  worst  predic- 
tions. Its  approach  was  too  rapid  to  be  antici- 
pated by  any  orders ;  it  burst  on  thera  close 
astern ;  ruffling,  and  whitening,  with  the  rapidity 
of  lightning,  the  whole  surface  of  the  strickeii 
and  agitated  ses ;  curbing,  and  even  levelling, 
with  the  keenness  of  its  fury,  the  swell  of  the 
rolh'ng  waves. 

"Ah  !  just  as  I  said — here  we  have  it,  thick 
and  dry  !"  said  the  master,  looking  over  the  laf- 
fraU. 

"  Man  the  to'gallant  clewlin's,  and  studden- 
sail  down-hauls,'^  vociferated  the  captain,  through 
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his  trumpet,  in  accents  indicating  alarm ;  though 
nearly  lost  in  the  deafening  conflict  of  the  ele- 
ments. 

<*  Mind  what  you're  about  with  the  studden- 
iaiUtacks,''  echoed  the  first  lieutenant,  throwing 
his  night-glass  into  one  of  the  boats  on  the 
booms,  and  upsetting,  in  his  hurried  flight  along 
the  gangway,  an  unfortunate  midshipman  into 
the  waist. 

"  Clew.up — ^haul-down  !"  cried  the  captain, 
with  increased  earnestness. 

^  Don't  start  the  top-gallant  sheets,  till  the 
yards  are  down  on  the  cap,"  bawled  the  master. 
*  ^  Kase  away  the  lower-studden^sail  haliards — 
clew  down — clew  down  the  fore-to'gallant-sail,'*' 
cried  the  first  lieutenant. 

**  Let  go  the  short-sheet  in  the  fore-top." 

*^  Hold  on— hold  on  the  fore-topmast  studden- 
taok,''  bellowed  the  boatswain ; — ^*  I*m  bio  wed 
but  you'll  have  the  sail  across  the  stay.  There, 
some  lubberly  beggar  has  let  go  the  lower- 
studden-sail-guy  in  the  waist." 
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la  this  state  of  oonfusioD,  the  seamen  tumb- 
ling over  each  other,  as  they  flew  about  the 
deck  in  the  dark,  to  *  dew-up'  and  '  haul- 
down  f  the  sails  straining,  and  ready  to  burst 
from  tlieir  bolt-ropes,  the  fore-topsail  yard 
snapped  sharp  in  the  slings,  and  the  fore-topmast 
studding-sail-boom  broke  short  in  its  iron.  De- 
prived  of  all  solid  support,  by  the  fracture  of 
th&r  spars,  the  outer  sails,  till  now  proudly  ex- 
tended to  the  breesse,  drooped  their  shattered 
wings,  and  bagged  to  leeward  in  the  blast.  The 
furious  flapping  of  the  wildly  agitated  sails, 
struggling,  as  if  to  disengage  themselves  from 
their  confining  gear ;  now  shook  the  frigate  to 
her  very  centre,  amid  the  thunder-like  daps  of 
the  rebounding  canvas,  which  drowned  alike 
the  word  of  command,  and  the  shrill  whistUng  of 
the  gale  through  the  cordage. 

^  We  shall  never  save  the  sails,*^  siud  the  mas- 
ter, **  unless  we  bring  the  wind  on  the  other 
quarter." 

<«D n  the  sails!— think  of   the   poor 
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souls !"  said  Sir  Harry ;— '^  Cut  away  th^  gear, 
and  let  them  fly  to  the  devil  !^' 

"With  all  wy  heart,  Sir,''  muttered  the 
master^  ^^  so  they're  properly  expended  in  the 

These  oi^ders  were  quickly  complied  with  by 
a  few  smart  fellows,  who  were  right  glad  to  suIk 
stitute  the  knife  for  the  more  laborious  progress 
of  hauling  their  arms  off*,  in  a  vain  endeavour  to 
gather  in  the  flapping  canvas. 


*  Expended,  That  is  ''  accounted  for"  on  the  face  of  the  log- 
book as  no  longer  part  of  the  ship's  stores ;  somewhat  in  the 
tame  way  as  the  Irish  waister  is  said  to  have  attempted  to 
satisfy  his  captain,  respecting  the  kettle  that  was  lost  OTer- 
board. 

Witiiter,—**  Sure,  Sir,  you  can*t  say  a  thing's  lost  if  a  body 
knows  where  it  is.'' 

Captain, — "  Certainly  not,  my  man." 

Waitter, — "  It's  myself  that's  glad  to  hear  yoar  honour  say 
that  same— bekate  IVe  a  notion  now  where  it  is — for  it's  only 
diis  moment  the  kittle  slipped  orer  the  side,  and  Fm  sartin 
•are  it's  gone  to  the  bottom,** 

Doubtless  the  sails  reached  the  same  destination ;  and  by 
parallel  logic,  their  expenditure  could  be  almost  as  satisfacto- 
rily acooonted  for  to  the  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Nary. 
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Previously  to  the  sudden  comiDg  on  of  the 
squall,  the  forlorn  condition  of  the  two  saibrs^ 
who  had  determined  to  share  each  other^s  fhte  in 
the  joUy4xNitk  was  fast  improTing ;  and  they 
themselves,  though  unable  to  keep  pace  with, 
much  lesB  gain  on  the  brig,  were  encouraged  to 
hope,  fimo  die  moment  they  pelx^ved  a  satt 
comingidown  with  the  wind,  that  she  was  dmb^ 
ing  her  oomrse,  so  astoasdst  the  ship  which  had 
been  compelled  to  leave  them  to  an  almost  on* 
avmdable  death.  If  so,  as  long  as  they  held 
their  frail  bark  in  the  same  track  as  the  burning 
vessel,  they  were  almost  certain  to  be  overtaken 
by  the  ship  astern,  and  relieved  from  their  peri* 
lou8  situation.  One  moment,  all  was  reviving 
hope,  the  next^  despair.  The  squall,  whidi| 
catching  first  the  frigate,  seemed  to  hurry  her 
faster  to  their  assistance,  bore  on  its  wings,  to 
these  unhappy  men,  smft  and  sure  destruction; 
and  the  same  furious  sweep  of  the  gust,  whidi 
carried  away  the  frigate's  topsail  yard,  and  stud- 
dbg  sail-booms,  had  no  sooner  overtaken  the 
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frail  boM  ia  its  devastating  course,  than  she 
broached  too,  and  was  instantly  engulphed  in 
the  giant  eddies  of  the  deep:  closing  for  ever  the 
gates  of  hope  and  of  life,  on  these  hnplese,  yet 
faithful  companions. 

Possibly  their  hard  destiny  will  be  the  less 
regretted  by  some  who  allow  their  feehngs  lo 
be  enslaved  by  their  political  bias;  when  it  is 
confessed  that  these  poor  fellows,  thus  united  in 
rude  friendship,  and  a  ruder  fate,  were  no  other 
than  the  blunt  tars,  whose  predilections  for  a 
sailor's  life  were  so  long  proof  against  the  wily 
appeal  of  the  itinerant  evangelist  of  discontent 
and  economy,  on  the  beach  at  Dartmouth. 

Contrary  to  hia  expectations,  it  appeared  to 
Sir  Harry,  as  he  looked  aver  the  side  at  the  fast 
|)asaing  foam,  that  the  ship  was  pursuing  her 
course  with  unabated  rapidity;  notwithstanding 
that  her  canvas  had  already  been  reduced  to 
tnain-lopaail  and  foresail. 

"  Bless  my  soul  !'*  he  exclaimed  with  astonisli- 
ment,  *'  she  appears  to  be  flying  thro'  it  aa  fast 
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as  before  we  shortened  sail ! — Heave  the  log, 
and  see  whal  she's  going." 

•'  Aye,  aye.  Sir,"  answered  the  mate  of  the 
watch,  throwing  himself  astride  on  the  after 
part  of  the  quarter-deck  hammocks,  which  were 
still  stowed  in  the  nettings — "  Hold  the  reel 
thdre — Quarter-master,  get  the  dhorl-glass." 

The  sand  had  no  sooner  run  out  the  fourteen 
seconds,  than  the  long  graduated  line,  which  had 
l>een  fiying-off  the  reel  with  the  rapidity  of 
lightning,  suddenly  stopped. 

"  Ten-and-a-lialf,  Sir,"  exclaimed  the  midship- 
man, in  a  tone  of  exhilaration,  natura  enough  at 
his  years,  when  perhaps  nothing  is  more  grati- 
fying than  a  consciousness  of  rapid  motion — 
"  Ten^ind-a-half,"  he  repeated,  ruhbing  his 
hands  with  infinite  dehght. 

Like  another  Cassandra,  gratified  by  the 
fulfilment  of  his  unheeded  predictions,  the 
master  was  heard,  in  a  tone  of  triumph,  to  ex- 
claim once  more — "  Didn't  /  tell  you  so — she 
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wanted  no  pressing  such  a  night  as  this — D — n 
it,  she  scuds  along  like  a  witch  in  a  hurricane.'* 

The  deep  shades  of  night  now  settled  on  the 
cheerless  prospect,  and  darkness  shrouded  every 
object  in  the  gloomy  horizon— <*hangeful  for- 
tune  still  frowning  on  the  wretched — The  fickle 
moon,  fair  weather  queen  of  night,  withheld  her 
light  as  if  to  damp  thdr  courage  and  increase 
their  emWrassments.     The  sullen   scene  was, 
however,  fearfully  relieved  at  moments,   by  a 
signal  gun,  anon  by  the  livid  glare  of  blue-lights 
from  the  frigate ;  or  the  explosion  of  the  rapid 
rocket,  high  in  the  gloomy   vault  of  heaven. 
Under   any  other    circumstances,   a  spectator 
might  have  imagined,  from  the  frequency  of 
these  discharges  from  her  deck,  that  the  frigate 
herself  was  the  ship  in  distress;  but  here  the 
position  of  the    peril   was  defined  with   fear- 
fraught  accuracy,  by  the  wild  raging  flames, 
and  the   gloomy  illumination    of  red  glaring 
haze,  which  hung  awfully  suspended  immedi- 
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Utely  Cfv&t  the  Sfiffire^  in  a  semicircle,  assuming 
an  indistinct  globular  form  in  the  higher  r^ons 
of  the  air^  occasioned  by  the  reflective  power  of 
the  atmosphere. 

For  some  time  past  the  hullof  the  brig  had  been 
rising  to  their  view ;  and  they  could  see  distinctly 
the  part  of  the  vessel  possessed  and  fast  wasting 
beneath  the  wild  ravages  of  the  all-devouxing 
elementt  The  crew  had  relaxed  their  ^ideavoQra 
to  extinguish  the  fire,  as  well  from  being  worn 
out  by  previous  fiiaigue,  as  from  the  encourage- 
ment  they  now  derived  from  the  near  approach 
of  succour.  For  such  was  the  luminous  eSbct, 
produced  by  the  enormous  mass  of  towering 
flame  athwart  the  deep,  that  the  ship  astern 
could  be  indistinctly  seen,  and  to  their  great 
joy,  was  conjectured  to  be  a  frigate  of  the  first 
class» 

A  striking  contrast  was  observable  on  the 
dedcs  of  the  two  vessels:  whilst  every  one  on 
board  the  frigate  eagerly  crowded  the  forecastle; 
the  unhappy-  crew  of  the  Sfiffire  were  seen. 
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de^ite  of  the  discipline  of  a  ship4>f-war,  minted 
with  the  officers,  peU-mell,  and  cooped  up 
promiscuously  on  the  poop  and  quarter-deck. 
As  the  frigate  neared  the  furtive,  the  red 
reflection  of  the  flames  fell  upon  her  sails  and 
hull,  involving  the  friendly  bark  in  the  livery 
of  fear. 

A  short  consultation  took  place  between  Sir 
Harry  and  his  ofBcers,  as  to  the  mode  to  be 
adopted  in  approaching  the  burning  wreck.  In 
his  generous  anxiety  to  close  with  the  brig,  the 
captain  announced  his  intention  to  run  past  him, 
in  order  to  facilitate  his  dropping  his  boats  on 
board. 

**  You  had  better  not  run  any  such  risk,  Sir," 
interposed  the  first  lieutenant,  in  a  suitable  tone 
of  deference  to  his  superior — ^^  we  shall  have  his 
embers  flying  on  board  us,  and  setting  fire  to 
our  sails  and  rigging.^ 

*^  Well,  but  damn  it,  you  see  he  won^  heave 
to;  what^s  to  be  done !'' 

<^  Why,  run  in  his  wake,  within  a  cable's 
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length  or  fo»"  said  the  master ;  ^^  then  uHind 
to,  and  you'll  see  how  §oon  he'll  follow  your 
exampW 

<<  True,''  8aid  the  first  lieutenant ;  '<  besidea, 
he^U  then  lie  under  our  lee,  and  the  frigate  will 
make  a  smooth  for  the  boats." 

<^  Very  well,'^  said  Sir  Harry ;  '<  the  moment 
we  round  to^  out  barge,  and  lower  the  cutters, 
from  the  quarters.'^ 

^  Whate? er  is  to  be  done,  there^s  no  time  to: 
be  lost,"  sud  the  second  lieutenant,  ^  for  I  see: 
the  fire  has  taken  hold  of  her  maio-top." 

A  aound  as  of  a  distant  edio,  faintly  wafted 
across  the  waters,  was  distinguished  on  board^. 
desfHte  of  the  yiol^ioe  of  the  wind. 

<<Harki  if  that's  not  a  deer,''  cried  the 
master,  *<  tbere^s  nosnakes  in  Virginia.^ 

^That  it  is,  I'll  be  sworn,''  said  the  captain». 
with  evident  delight  ^  Return  it  by  all  means, 
'twiU  keep  up  their  sphrits.F-*-Tum  the  hands  up. 
cheer  ship." 

Rushing  forward,  the  whole  ship'a  ooBpapy 
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were  instantly  crowded  on  the  forecastle,  or  seen 
jumping  up  in  tlie  fore-sbrouds  '  manning  the 
rigging.'  This  mode  of  marshalling  the  men, 
and  preparing  to  execute  the  order  in  form,  was 
here  adopted  with  the  intention  of  rendering  the 
effect  of  their  aggregate  voice  more  ioud  and  dis- 
tinct Its  it  was  borne  down  with  tlie  wind  in  a  con- 
centrated volume.  That  such  a  signal  of  their 
anxiety  might  excite  corresponding  encourage- 
ment in  those  whose  lives  were  in  imminent  peril, 
the  commander  resolved  to  give  it  the  fullest  pos- 
sible effect,  and  ordered  the  boatswain  to  '  stand 
by'  and  give  the  time  according  to  the  immemo- 
rial usage  of  the  service  in  similar  cases.  Im  - 
pressed  with  the  importance  of  the  office  ini- 
posed  on  him,  the  boatswain  now  gave  the  pre- 
paratory flourish  with  his  pipe,  and  a  shout  rent 
the  blast,  which  might  have  startled  the  mons- 
ters of  the  deep,  but  that  naturalists  inform  us 
(contrary  to  the  profound  opinion  of  that  sage 
angler,  Cotton,  whose  authority  on  piscatory 
philosophy  is  of  some  weight)  thai  all  the  tinny 
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^  id  flourish  of  the  pipe 

.^  11(1  shout  louder  than  the 

r  the  last  time,  the  stormy 

exhilmting  cheer,  like  the 

^  ^i^'ryy  swelled  by  the  loud, 

of  all  the  frigate^s  men  and 

a  few  seconds,  the  same  faint 

-fore,  was  again  borne  akmg  the 

ds  it  died  on  the  eager  ears  of  the 

-jw^  connMed  them  that  their  heart- 

:f  had  abeady  produced  the  best  effect 

they  4Mra  mtanded  to  encourage ;  and 

cheer  «M  heard  and  xetumed. 

d  die  mmittf  of  the  captain  to  afford  the 

rtMnpraaristaiMB  to  the  ship  in  distress,  it 

***'     not  eaeipeUB,L  lliat  in  consequence  of  the 

;ng  of  tW*«M#Bl^  and  her  labouring  modon 

Lheheaf^«stt^wfaidhwai&st  getting  up,  the 

x^raxktBMd^bloMng  out  the  barge  was  likely  to 

^  one  lOf  ^ooiMianble  xidc.    The  first  lieute- 

ont,  whose  duoaoter  was  caution  to  a  proverb, 

,  .rceiving  the  ship  lurching  heavily  to  leeward. 
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suggested  to  his  captain  the  propriety  of  pre^ 
Tiously  runoing  in  the  lee  main-deck  guns,  lest 
in  dipping  their  long  muzzles  protruding  over 
the  ship*s  side,  thej  should  come  in  collision  with 
die  gunwale  of  the  boat,  and  possibly  stave 
ber  to  pieces  before  she  could  be  completely 
extricated  from  the  stay  and  yard-tackle  falls, 
which  were  to  lower  her  into  the  sea.  In  this 
Miggestion  the  captain  immediately  acquiesced<» 
exclaiming—*^  Right,  right,  run  Vm  in  at  once.*** 
Then  addressing  the  master  with  earnest  em- 
phasisi  he  observed—"  Remember  the  sheet- 
anchor-stock  over  the  side;  and  mind,  when 
we*re  hcnsting  out  the  boat,  you  rather  let  her 
Jbre^reach  than  gather  stem- way/' 

"  Aye,  aye,  Sir !  tee'U  take  care  that  pile- 
driver  don^t  send  any  of  our  boats  to  the  bottom. 
Quarter-master,"  added  the  master,  now  sensible 
of  the  importance  of  the  suggestion,  **  mind 
after  we  round  to,  that  you  keep  the  helm  no 
more  than  a  couple  of  spokes  a-lee/^ 

The  whole  of  the  larboard  battery  of  guns, 
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from  the  theet-anchor  stock  forward  to  the  cap- 
taints  bulkhead,  were,  to  use  the  language  of 
the  lieutenant  who  issued  the  order,  **  run-in,  in 
no  time.^ 

Every  thing  being  complied  with  which  pru* 
dence  could  dictate,  the  frigate,  when  within 
the  prescribed  distance  of  the  Spitfire^  which  die 
was  fast  nearing  ia  her  wake,  put  her  helm  a4ee, 
and  rounded  to  the  wind  on  the  starboard  tack  ; 
laying  her  main^topsail  to  the  mast,  and  assum- 
ing a  stationary  position  under  her  two  after  try- 
sails, and  fore,  and  Ibre^topmast  staysails.  To 
this  alteration  from  her  previous  course,  she 
drew  the  attention  of  the  brig's  peofde  by  bum* 
ing  a  blue  light  on  the  forecastle.  This  new 
poiitian,  and  the  signal  which  accompanied  it, 
were  no  sooner  observed  by  the  brig,  than  Am 
was  seen  following  the  same  movement,  and 
coming  to  the  wind  in  a  parallel  direction. 

*<  Th&re  she  rounds  to^'^  said  Sir  Hanry, 
'*  bear  a  hand — quick,  quick — out  boats." 
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^  I  knew  it,"  said  the  master, — <*  took  the  hint 
—never  was  out  in  my  reckoning  yet" 

Ere  the  boatswain  had  ceased  vociferating 
^  Hands  out  boats,^'  the  yards  and  stay-tackle 
fidls  were  all  manned  by  the  crew;  who  had 
coolly  anticipated  the  order. 

^<  Away  with  the  stays,^  cried  the  boatswain. 
*^  High  enough^there  you  are — ^haul  away  the 
yards — ^D—  my  wig,  mind  what  you're  about 
with  the  fore-and-aft  guy."  And  then  anxious 
for  the  safety  of  the  heavy  barge,  whidi  con- 
tinued high  in  air  to  oscillate  from  and  to  the 
frigate's  side,  with  the  roll  of  the  vessel ;  en- 
dangering her  being  smashed  in  pieces  whenever 
the  weather-lurch  flung  her  ponderous  weight 
against  the  ship's  bends,  he  shouted  to  the 
hands  in  the  boat— -<<  Out  stretchers,  boys,  and 
bear  off— Let  go  the  stays— Lower  of  all— lower 
roundly — let  go    o    o.^ 

At  the  latter  mandate,  all  hands  loosened  their 
hold  of  the  various  purchases,  and  the  barge 
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coiniDg  down  by  the  run/  suddenly  fell  into  the 
agitated  sea*  Taking  advantage  of  a  ^  smooth,^ 
both  cutters  were  c^^otipualy  lowered  from  the 
quarters,  and  their  crews,  with  some  difficulty, 
embarked,  by{^eieending,j^ij]jding  down  the 
boat  tackle- falls. 

The  two  jiwor  lieuteippt#iipppi»te4  to^uper- 
intcM^  ^16  arduous  dutf ,  K^paired  to  \h9  quaH^- 
deck^  by  the  captam'^  order*  and  Keceiv^d  a^isnu- 
tion  to  beware  f)f  taking  tgoinany  inia  theboats. 
<' Remember/'  said  Sir  Hairy,  .^^iliat  isi  a  sar« 
vice  of  iU§  pature^^thf^re  is  a  still  greater  deeeasity 
for  coolioeas,  than  even  intrepidity ;  ooris^t  «l  aft 
unlikej^r  thalL  their  cybeipline  maji^^iflditQ^be 
draMl  of  ihe  dwgeri  and  4M^eaiioia  tha  icapaiztog 
of  th#  boats  should  they  jump  •bQurd  f^you 
in  jiuBd;)er&-r^Tharefoire  ba  .oautiomi  b^w  i  yfou 
run  upoil.lwquiuter.'!  ir    -     .  j-_i 

'<  Cautious!*'  muttered  the  nMater,  ^  it 
seems  an  earner  matter  to  pay-out  advice,  than 
coil  it  in.    Had  he  minded  fimir,  we  diould 
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have  saved  both  sails  and  sticks — But  never 
mind — ^like  the  king,  he  can  do  no  wrong." 

As  this  was  said  out  of  ear-shot  of  the 
captain,  it  met  not  from  him  that  rebuke, 
which  otherwise  it  would,  no  doubt,  have 
received. 

"  Be  cool,"  continued  Sir  Harry, "  be  steady, 
— for  remember  coolness  here  is  true  humanity.'^ 

<<  Of  the  truth  of  that  remark  I  am  well 
aware,"  said  the  elder  lieutenant. 

«<  Never  fear,  Sir,  TU  do  all  that  man  can," 
rather  impatiently  exclaimed  a  beardless  Hot- 
spur, who  had  but  ''  shipped"  an  enviable 
epaulette,  in  consequence  of  recent  exemplary 
conduct. 

Whilst  these  arrangements  were  making, 
the  Spitfires  people  were  occupied  in  cutting 
away,  as  far  as  the  fire  would  permit  them,  the 
shot4x>xe8  and  spars  towing  overboard,  lest  they 
might  stave  the  friendly  boats  coming  to  their 
asnstance.  Staunch  now  addressed  the  seamen 
and  marines  who  surrounded  him  on  the  poop. 
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drivai  aft  in  a  dense  mass  by  the  rapid  encroach* 
ment  of  the  fire. 

<*  Let  me  warn  you  again,  lads,  not  to  attempt 
jumping  into  the  boats — Attend  to  me,  1*11  be 
answerable  for  the  Uves  of  all,  and  shall  be  the 
last  man  to  quit  the  ship !" 

This  assurance  produced  a  short  lively  huzza, 
and  was  the  first  intimation  the  Fiord 9  people 
received,  that  matters  were  going  on  as  they 
could  wirii. 

*<  Let  me  entreat  you,*^  he  omtinued,  <<  to 
take  your  turn,  and  wait  till  your  names  are 
called  over  as  you  stand  on  the  books — ^Two 

m 

trips  are  certain  to  carry  us  all  on  board — ^but 
if  you  attempt  to  crowd  the  boats,  it's  all  over 
with  your 

*^  D'ye  hear  that,  boys  T^  said  Brace,  musto^ 
ing  up  all  the  little  energy  left  him  from  ex- 
cesnve  fatigue,  and  the  injuries  sustained  by  the 
fire.— ^*  Now  mind,  no  scrambling,  you  know ; 
fair  play's  a  jewel — ^none  o'  you,  I  take  ft,  wfll 
lose  your  oall;^  and  th^,  turning  to  Burtoo, 
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wiio  wai  his  great  fiwmAriti&,  he  added,  in  an 
imdier  tooe — ^  I  saj.  ICst^  Burtooy  is  jou 
IcBow,  I  ;Kaada  out  o'  hail  ahead  o*  Tua  aa  the 
faook%  if  yoa>e  juit  £iacT  for  mj  tuni,  joa'^re 
aa  wekome  a&  the  morning  ftm.** 

**  Tbefe^  the  boots  are  off^'^  oied  SCaxmch — 
^  faaol  op  the  cutter  quick — let  us  desfMtcfa  her 


«  Right,  Sir,  right,"*  repCed  Hasty—"  she'll 
be  oat  of  the  wav  of  the  others,  and  prevent 
aeodents ;"  then  addres<«ng  the  captui*s  clerk 
— "  Muster  the  first  twehe  on  the  books^" 

These,  consisting  of  the  gunner,  boatswain, 
carpenter,  cook,  and  eight  others,  descended  the 
Tcael,  not  without  a  renewed  solicitation  on  the 
part  of  Brace  to  Burton,  to  avail  himsdf  of  his 
turn. 

^Come,  come.  Brace,**  said  the  a^Hain, 
**  jou've  done  your  part  like  a  man,  and  no  one 
on  board  requires  rest,  or  the  surgeon^s  help,  so 
much  as  yourself.^' 

**  Welly  Sir,  if  you  say  so,  I  suppose  I  must 
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bundle  in — though  it's  not  so  easy  a  matter  to 
find  a  footing  in  a  kicking  cutter,  with  a  fried 
pair  of  flippers.*' 

*<0h,  we'll  lower  you  down  by  hand/''  said 
Burton. 

*^No,  thank  you  all  the  same,  Sir;  never 
mind — ^it's  not  the  first  time  Bob  Brace  has  held 
on  by  his  head-rails.*  Well,"  ejaculated  the 
crippled  boatswain,  turning  round  to  take  his 
last  leave  of  the  now  deplorable  bark — ^^  Grod 
bless  you,  old  lass ! — though  many's  the  soak- 
ing you've  given  me  for'ard,  and  you  now 
turn  me  adrift  with  a  scorched  hide,  I'm  not 
the  fellow  as  can  forget  you  were  the  first  craft 
I  wet  my  warrant  in." — Then  taking  advantage 
of  a  lifting  sea,  and  accompanying  the  action 
by  a  cry  of  **  stand  right  under,"  he,  ^rith  reck- 
less intrepidity,  flung  himself  into  the  cutter 
under  the  counter,  fracturing  his  arm  in  the  £eJ1. 

As  the  boats  passed  under  the  stem  of  the 
brig,  they  were  perceived  by  the  first  lieutenant 

•Teeth. 
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to  be  BO  longer  within  the  iheher  afixded  bj 
the  fijgate*^  hull  from  tbe  viokDoe  of  the  set: 
He  excUimed  to  Sir  Harrj —  ^  We  must  fill 
the  maiiMopiail,  aod  shoot  her  further  ahead  to 
•hdter  our  boats,  or  thejll  swamp  in  returning.'' 
^  Brace  up— brace  up,^'  returned  the  captain 
— *^  bad^  and  fill  as  much  as  you  like,  but  keep 
the  brig  on  the  lee-beam  ;  ease  your  helm,  up, 
master — jcu  needn't  be  afraid  of  the  flames— 
besides,  she's  drifting  to  leeward  two  fret  for  our 


>* 


The  boats  bong  now  out  of  view,  their 
amuety  was  only,  perhaps,  increased  from  tbe 
circumstance  of  thdr  bong  left  to  conjecture 
as  to  the  success  or  failure  of  their  hazardous 
enterprize. 

From  tbe  superior  elevation,  however,  of  the 
frigate's  deck  over  that  of  the  lesser  vessel,  and 
the  bright  light  of  the  flames,  now  involving  her 
entire  huU,  and  frightfully  waving  above  the 
very  heads  of  the  people,  Sir  Harry  was  enabled 
to  see  partially  what  was  done  on  the  latter*s 
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deck.  Crowded  as  that  part  of  it  appeared, 
which  alone  was  tenable  by  the  crew,  it  gave 
him  a  degree  of  consolation  to  perceive  that  there 
was  no  tumultuous  movement  on  deck. 

Had  not  the  most  judicious  precautions  been 
taken  by  the  young  officers  in  the  boats  to  pre- 
vent more  than  one  at  a  time  from  approaching 
close  under  the  SpHfire'8  quarter,  to  take  in  her 
people,  several  lives  must  have  inevitably  been 
sacrificed.  For  such  was  the  heavy  pitching 
and  sending  of  the  brig  in  the  furious  waves, 
which  now  ran  mountains  high ;  that,  drifdng  in 
this  hapless  condition,  a  mere  wreck  on  the 
water,  with  her  hehn  lashed  a  lee,  she  would, 
doubtless^  have  stove  the  boats  to  pieces  under 
her  counter. 

Never  before,  perhaps,  was  there  witnessed 
sudi  a  decided  triumph  of  discipline  over  the 
dread  terrors,  naturally  awakened  in  the  minds 
of  all  the  actors,  in  such  a  scene.  All  waited 
their  turn,  ^rithout  expressing  any  unbecoming 
impatience,  or  repining. 
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Perceiving  that  the  boat,  now  closing  the 
frigate,  was  not  one  of  his  own,  and  that  her 
fatigued  crew  could  with  difficulty  keep  ber 
head  to  the  sea,  and  avoid  presenting  her  broad- 
side to  the  curling  summits  of  the  watery  ridges, 
which,  breaking  on  her  beam,  would  have  cer- 
tainly swamped  her.  Sir  Harry  edged  away  the 
ship,  not  only  to  shorten  the  *  pull*  of  the  Spi^ 
fir€9  people,  but  to  quiet  his  own  suspense  rela- 
tive to  the  danger  that  might  be  apprehended 
from  the  powder's  exploding  on  board  the  brig. 

"  Boat  ahoye !"  he  cried,  through  his  trumpet, 
in  a  loud  voice,  which,  from  being  borne  on  the 
wind,  was  distinctly  heard  by  the  people  in  the 
Spiifire's  cutter — "  Is  the  magazine  drowned?" 

"  No,  Sir,  no — the  pow-der ;"  from  the 

respondent  being  to  leeward,  and,  therefore, 
having  to  contend  with  the  wind,  the  remaining 
part  of  the  sentence  was  altogether  lost. 

**  Bless  my  soul !  how  truly  unfortunate," 
ejaculated  Sir  Harry,  in  a  tone  of  dejection,  too 
plainly  indicating  how  suddenly  the  intimation. 
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apparently  conveyed  by  this  imperfect  sentence, 
depressed  his  hopes. 

"  Aye,"  said  the  master,  **  you'd  better,  Sir, 
luff  again  to  the  wind. — Take  my  advice  Sir, 
run  no  nearer. — You  may  depend  on't,"  con- 
tinued he,  with  an  earnestness  of  manner  which 
clearly  indicated  a  conviction  on  his  mind,  that 
he  momentarily  expected  the  dreadful  and  dread- 
ed event — "she'll  be  ^oing  off  in  a  tangent,  and 
doing  us  a  mischief: — one  should  give  as  wide  a 
birth  to  a  burning  ship,  as  you  would  to  a 
sunken  rock."" 

"  Hark  !"  cried  Sir  Harry,  heedless  of  the 
mastery's  monition — "  they're  again  hailing  in  the 
boat— silence  in  the  waist — silence  fore-and-aft  V* 
Again  the  voice  in  the  boat  was  heard,  arti- 
culating each  syllable  with  that  precision  pecu- 
liar to  seamen  when  hailing  at  a  distance.  *^  The 
poW' — der — ^is — all — '^  and  again  a  pause  en- 
sued, as  if  the  speaker  was  watching  for  a  lull. 
With  the  same  syllabic  distinctness,  Sir  Harry 
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repeated  to  himself — "  The — ^pow— dor — is  all — 
thai  I  distinctly  heard.*^ 

•*  Thrown — o — ver — ^board,*'  added  the  voice 
in  the  boat. 

**  Thrown  overboard— thrown  overboard,'" 
exclaimed  the  first  lieutenant,  amlntious  to  be 
the  first  to  repeat  the  glad  tidings. 

"  Thank  God  !  thank  God !"  briefly  ejacu- 
lated  Sir  Harry,  whose  reanimated  hopes  soon 
betrayed  themselves  in  every  feature  of  his 
countenance,  now  vividly  illuminated  by  the 
awfully  bright  conflagration. 

•*  Pipe  the  gigs  away,* — and  have  them  in 
readiness  to  relieve  those  poor  worn-out  fellows 
the  moment  the  people  are  out  of  the  boat/^ 

"  Of  course  you'll  despatch  her  again,  Sir  ?'** 
asked  the  first  lieutenant. 

"  Certainly,  if  not  stove." 

«  We'll  have  to  bail  her  out  first/' 

"  Well,  recollect  there's  no  time  to  be  lost  in  a 
sea  like  this !" 

•  Meaning  the  gig*8  crew. 
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^  The  gig's  crew  were  already  on  the  gang- 
way  to  relieve  the  Sjnifire*s  people,  who,  from 
excessive  fatigue,  could  hardly  lay  in  the  oars  as 
they  now  arrived  alongside.  To  assist  them  in 
their  ascent,  man-ropes  and  life-lines  were  hung 
over  the  ship^s  side. 

*^  Heave  in  the  stemfast !" 

^*  Keep  from  under  the  anchor-stock  !'^ 

"  Bear  off— bear  <rfr  r 

«  Jump  up— jump  up  P* 

As  these  shcnrt  sentences  were  uttered  by  dif- 
ferent voices  both  in  the  frigate  and  the  boat, 
some  were  seen  jumping  through  the  ports; 
others,  dipping  in  the  water  with  the  roll  of  the 
ship,  were  like  half  drowned  cats  dining  to 
the  chain-plates;  whilst  the  more  robust  suc- 
ceeded in  hauling  themselves  hand-over-hand 
up  the  side. 

<*  AU  out  now.  Sir,  but  the  two  boat-keepers 
and  the  boatswain,^'  cried  ome  of  the  former. 

<* What's  the  matter  with  the  boatswain?" 
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asked  Sir  Harry,  leaning  over  the  lee-gangwaj 
hammocks. 

"  He's  lying  on  his  beam  ends,  Sir,  with  a 
broken  arm  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat/' 

*^  Aye,  and  you  might  a  said,  broiled  alive 
like  a  mackarel  in  the  bargain,^'  muttered  poor 
Brace. 

**  Overhaul  the  *  whip'  down  for  him,"  cried 
the  first  lieutenant,  who  having  anticipated  ac- 
cidents of  this  nature,  had  taken  the  precaution 
to  have  it  in  readiness  on  the  yard.  This  mode 
of  *  transporting'  poor  Brace  was  so  truly  repug- 
nant to  his  feelings,  that  he  could  not  refrain 
from  growling  aloud. 

"  What !  Bob  Brace  brought  to  this  at  last — 
bum't  out  o'  one  craft,  and  whipped  into 
another,  for  all  the  world  like  a  bag  o\;greens, 
or  a  quarter  o'  beef !"' 

"  Come,  come,"  said  Tompion,  the  gunner, 
who  had  already  descended  into  the  boat  with 
a  running  bowline-knot  at  the  end  of  the  whip. 
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determioed  not  to  trust  to  other  hands  the 
slinging  of  his  crippled  messmate,  who,  it  will  be 
recollected,  had  so  gallantly  saved  his  life  at  the 
risk  of  his  own.  '*  Come,  Bob,  it's  my  turn 
now — d'ye  remember  how  you  roused  the  old 
lady,  stock-and-fluke,  from  under  the  bows  at 
Dartmouth  ?" 

^*  Aye,  damn  the  place,  we've  never  had  luck 
since  we  left  it.*' 

The  gunner  was  now  hi  the  act  of  lifting  by  the 
shoulder  his  suffering  shipmate  on  the  thwarts, 
preparatory  to  slinging,  when  a  deep  groan 
from  poor  Brace  compelled  him  to  relinquish  hb 
hold,  and  drop  him  again  in  the  bottom  of  the 
boat. 

"  D my  toplights,   Tim  !    mind  what 

you^re  at.  Haul  away  on  my  lower  limbs  as 
long'  as  you  like,  but  handsomely,  handsomely 
with  my  sprung  spars  aloft  !'* 

**  Well,  come  rouse  a  bit,  old  boy — ^break 
bulk,  bear  a  fist,  bear  a  fist,  weil  have  the  boat 
swamping  right  under  us  afore  we  can  clap  you 
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in  tbe  slings.  Upon  deck  there!*'  hailed  the 
gunner :  ^^  heave  us  down  a  fathom  of  frapping, 
or  as  much  as  'ill  make  us  a  bit  of  a  breast-rope 
iat  the  boatswain.^ 

The  crippled  tar  was  now,  to  use  the  gunner's 
(Arase,  ^  slung  like  a  lady,'  and  instantly  trans- 
pcnrted  to  the  quarter-deck  of  the  frigate.  Faint 
and  breathless,  he  was  borne  to  the  surgeon  in 
the  cockpit  in  excruciating  torture,  though  not 
without  casting  a  lingering  look  at  his  (ast  con- 
suming favourite. 

Hardly  three  quarters  of  an  hour  had  elapsed, 
before  the  boats  had  made  two  successful  trips 
to  the  brig,  and  relieved  above  ninety  of  her 
people  from  their  perilous  situation.  In  per- 
fcMrming  this  duty  some  accidents  had  occurred, 
almost  inevitable  under  such  circumstances. 
The  unceasing  alternation  of  the  rising  and 
fidling  of  the  boats,  rendered  it  a  matter  of  nice 
calculation,  activity,  and  expertness,  to  embrace 
the  fleeting  opportunities  afforded,  only  at 
moments,  to  the  faltering  foot  of  the  person 
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defloending  from  the  brig;  for  not  unfrequently 
when  he  felt  the  boat's  gunwale  beneath  his 
foot,  the  fall  of  the  retreating  wave  which  had 
raised,  not  only  instantly  removed  it  widely  apart 
from  the  brig;  but  presented,  instead  of  the  cheer- 
ing prospect  of  the  boat,  as  a  means  of  preserva- 
tion ready  to  receive  him,  the  appalling  sight  of 
an  abyss  of  agitated  waters  yawning  to  engulph 
the  adventurer:  again  the  wave  rose,  but  the 
boat  having  been  swept  away,  he  was  compelled 
to  hold  on  the  rope,  drenched  by  successive  seas, 
ere  he  could  make  good  his  landing,  at  be 
hauled  into  the  boat  neck  and  heels.  A  little 
midshipman,  who  had  vainly  made  repeated 
efibrts  to  catch  the  only  safe  moment  for  making 
his  descent,  was  at  length  caught  by  the  ankle, 
the  only  part  of  him  within  reach  of  a  powerful 
seaman^s  gra^,  when  the  barge  was  whisked 
away  by  a  receding  sea,  and  the  poor  boy  only 
preserved  from  having  his  brains  dashed  out,  in 
the  concussion  of  the  boat  against  the  brig^s 
bends,  by  the  same  friendly  hand  keeping  him 


Wo  A    FRIEND    IN   XEED. 

bodily  under  water,  until  ihe  next  sea  separated 
the  boat  eufiicienlly  apart  from  the  side,  to 
admit  of  the  boy  being  dragged  over  the  gun- 
wale. Contusions,  broken  shins,  and  bruises 
were  the  lot  of  many,  and  scarcely  any  escaped 
immersion,  or  reiterated  drenching,  by  the  sea 
breaking  furiously  over  them. 

In  the  last  trip,  however,  the  Si/itjrc'.t  cutter, 
in  transporting  the  people,  swamped  alongside 
of  the  frigale,  and    soon  went   to  the  bottom. 
The  other  three   boats   had  been  s(»  stove  hy 
repeated  concussions  against  the  ship,  in  taking 
[  in  the  fugitives,  or  putting  them  on  board  the 
Flora,  it  was  impossible  to  keep  them  free,  even 
]  by  bailing  out  the  water  in  buckets.  To  attempt 
'  another  trip  willi  any  chance  of  success,   was, 
therefore,  totally  imjK)ssihle,  and  the  most  lively 
dsrm  was  now  felt  by  all  for  the  fate  of  those 
left  behind.    The  Hame  had  made  a  tremendous 
progress   abaft,    and    swept    the  whole   of   the 
poop:  compelling  the  |>oor  siiffcreni  tn  shelter 
themselves,  by  throwing   their  bodies   Hut   on 
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that  part  of  the  deck  with  their  faces  turned 
from  the  scorching  element  to  preserve  their 
eyes  from  its  fury. 

The  weather-main-rigging  had  been  already 
burnt  through :  and  the  main-mast,  now  per- 
ceived to  be  tottering,  was  momentarily  e3(- 
pected  to  fall.  It  was  perceived  that  whenever  this 
occurred  the  mast  would  fall  to  leeward,  and 
thereby  prevent  the  boats  closing  with  the 
vessel  on  fire,  in  her  only  approachable  part. 

The  wretched  group,  whose  fate  now  seemed 
fixed,  consisted  of  Staunch,  with  his  two  lieu- 
tenants, the  master,  and  Drill,  the  seijeant  of 
marines ;  who,  in  a  luckless  hour,  conceiving 
himself  a  commissioned  officer,  from  having 
command  of  the  *  party,"  resolutely  adhered  to 
the  determination  of  his  superiors  not  to  abandcm 
the  ship  until  the  last. 

A  hurried  consultation  took  place  on  the 
frigate's  quarter-deck,  as  to  the  probability  of 
affording  them  relief. 

*^  We've  not  a  boat  that  can  now  live,^'   said 


210  A   FBIEKD  IN  VEKD. 

the  master,  **  unless  we  hcnst  out  the  heavy 
kuiQch.^' 

^*  For  that  we've  no  time  now  in  a  situation 
of  such  imminent  peril,**  said  Sir  Harry. 
**  What's  to  be  done? — something  must  be 
attempted  for  the  lives  of  those  brave  fellows!" 

During  this  short  dialogue,  the  eyes  of  all 
the  crew  seemed  intently  fixed  on  the  little 
coiracil  at  the  capstan ;  whilst  some  of  the  petty 
officers  and  elder  seamen  were  observed,  despite 
of  the  sanctity  of  such  secret  committees,  en- 
croaching upon  the  hallowed  confines  of  the 
quarter-deck,  as  if  to  catch  the  whispered 
accents  of  their  superior. 

^*  Give  me  the  jolly-boat,''  exclaimed  the  first 
lieutenant  aloud,  obviously  addressing  some  of 
the  crew  nearest  him,  "  and  PU  see  what's  to 
be  done — ^you  know.  Sir,  there's  nothing  like  a 
Aori  boat  in  a  sea !" 

This  intimation  was  not  lost  upon  those  it 
was  intended  to  reach. — Cheerfulness  usurped 
the  place  of  deep  solicitude  in  the  faces  of  half 
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a  dozen  of  the  nearest  topmen,  and  as  many 
voices  simultaneously  exclaimed-— <'  1^11  be  one, 
Sir.'' 

"  There,  Sir,''  said  Haultaut,  the  first  lieu- 
tenant, *^  IVe  a  picked  crew  to  my  mind  in  a 
minute.*^ 

"With  aU  my  heart,''  said  Sir  Harry,— 
"  away  at  once." 

A  race  took  place  in  running  aft,  to  see  who 
would  be  first  op  the  tafirail  into  the  jolly-boat, 
as  she  hung  suspended  across  the  ship's  stem ; 
and  it  is  but  justice  to  the  zeal  of  those  who 
arrived  latest,  to  admit  that  they  were  foiled  in 
their  efforts  only,  by  the  superior  agility  of  their 
competitors. 

"  Mind  bow  you  lower  us,"  said  Haultaut, 
jumping  into  the  boat, — "  and  be  careful  and  let 
go  the  after  fall  first,  so  as  to  let  the  boat  come 
quickly  head  to  sea." 

The  boatswain  of  the  frigate,  who  super- 
intended this  service,  watching  for  a  lull,  very 
opportunely,  after  the  rolling  past  of  a  third 
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sea,  lowered  her  down,  and  the  crew,  immediately 
diseogaging  her  from  the  falls,  cleared  her  from 
wider  the  counter,  and  she  was  swept  rapidly 
before  the  sea  to  leeward  into  the  SpU^e's 
wake. 

**  Give  way,  my  boys,''  cried  the  lieutenant, 
^^  and  roiind  her  quarter." 

A  shock  of  horror  burst  from  the  crowded 
deck  of  the  FlorcL,  as  the  brig's  mainmast  was 
observed,  with  its  ponderous  yards  and  gear, 
all  enveloped  in  flame,  falling  over  the  quarter, 
and  precipitating  itself  into  the  surge. 

"  It's  all  over  with  the  jolly-boat,'^  exclaimed 
the  master,  '^  shea's  crushed  beneath  the  wreck  as 
sure  as  a  gun.'' 

"  No>  no.  Mister  Job — I  saw  her  since." 

^<  So  did  I,  Sir,"  said  the  boatswain,  ^'  and 
there  she  is,  all  alive  and  kicking,  to  wind'ard  of 
the  wreck." 

All  hope  of  accomplishing  their  humane  ob- 
ject seemed,  by  this  dreadful,  but  long  expected 
accident,  to  be  extinguished  in  the  breasts  of 
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those  gallant  volunteers.     To  approach  the  ship 
to  leeward  was  impossible;  as  it  turned  out,  the 
lee-after  *  swifter'  had  unfortunately  escaped  the 
flames,  and  held  the  wreck  to  the  hull,  and  such 
was  the  wild  agitation  of  the  heavy  spars,  heav- 
ing and  sending  in  the  raging  sea,  that  had  the 
sufferers  lowered  themselves  down  on  them  from 
the  poop  of  the  brig,  no  consideration  could 
have  induced  Haultaut  to  risk  the   hazard  of 
having  his  frail  boat  stove  to  pieces  by  coming  in 
collision  with  the  massive  mast  or  spars.    Nor 
were  the  brig's  oflBoers  less  senuble  of  the  im- 
potency  of  their  humane  efforts  to  relieve  them. 
In  such  circumstances,  desperation  is  often  the 
mother  of  enterprize.     Burton  was  observed  to 
cast  a  wistful  eye  on  the  leadline,  in  momentary 
abstraction.    Hasty,  who  was  well  aware  of  his 
fertility  in  resources,  and  the  benevolence  of  his 
disposition,   immediately  divined  his  intention 
and  exclaimed — 

**  Are  you  inclined  to  risk  the  part  of  life- 
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preserver  ?— it's  not  the  JirH  time  you  tried  it 
with  success— remember  Dartmouth  !^' 

That  sound  fell  on  his  ear  like  a  knell. 
A  crowd  of  agonizing  sensations  rushed  on  his 
mind,  and  lent  a  reckless  enthusiasm  to  his 
wavering  resolve.  As  much  of  the  line  as  neces- 
sary for  his  project  was  unwound  off  the  reel, 
when  hailing  the  people  in  the  boat,  so  as  to 
arrest  their  attention,  he  lowered  himself  over 
the  stem,  exclaiming — ^*  I'll  risk  their  preser- 
vation, or  perish  in  the  attempt  V 

The  next  moment  he  was  seen  buffeting  his 
way  through  the  waves,  and  soon  reached  the 
boat ;  ere  he  was  taken  in.  Hasty  had  attached 
the  other  extremity  of  the  line  to  a  hawser, 
hanging  over  the  tafirail,  which  Burton  soon 
hauled  into  the  boat,  and  made  fast  to  the  head- 
sheets. 

**  All  fast  in  the  boat — haul  in — haul  in,  to  as 
short  a  scope  as  you  can,'"  said  Haultaut. 

Staunch,  and  his  three  companions,  clapping 
on  the  hawser,  the  jolly-boat  was  brought  as  near 
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to  the  brig*8  stem  as  was  considered  to  be 
safe. 

^*  Kerens  Aew  the  way  !"  said  Hasty,  gliding 
down  the  hawser,  until  the  rope  sinking  by  his 
wdght,  plunged  in  the  coming  wave,  through 
which  he  was  compelled  to  perform  a  submarine 
passage  to  the  boat^s  bow,  where,  almost  suffo- 
cated, he  was  lifted  into  the  boat 

Damped,  in  some  degree,  by  the  experience 
of  the  first  lieutenant,  in  his  transit  through  the 
rude  element,  none  of  the  remaining  parties 
manifested  that  anxiety  for  precedency,  which 
is  so  frequently  discoverable  at  public  assemblies. 
Staunch  luckily  had  long  since  avowed  his  in- 
tention to  be  the  last  man.  The  amicable  desire 
to  jfield  the  preference  was,  therefore,  confined 
to  Stowel,  and  the  Serjeant.  The  master  had 
the  advantage  in  years,  and  was  sure  to  carry 
weight  when  it  was  a  mere  point  of  complaisance. 
Every  thing  conspired  against  poor  Drill,  and 
he  commenced  his  descent  iu  compliance  with 
the  fiat  of  his  commander,  and  the  will  of  fate ; 
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for  he  had  not  glided  half  way  down  the  rope, 
ere  a  huge  ^'ruffian  billow/^  with  its  curling 
top,  struck  him  with  such  violence  on  the  head, 
that,  bereft  of  all  sense,  he  abandoned  his  grasp, 
and  was  only  seen  heels  upwards  for  a  moment 
on  its  surface,  ere  he  sunk  for  ever. 

**  Poor  Drill !  poor  Drill  ?*  groaned  Staunch. 

<^  I  thought  as  much,*'  said  the  master,  look- 
ing wistfully  towards  the  spot,  and  measuring 
his  words  as  though  to  give  time  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  his  prediction.  '^  I  knew  he  was 
afraid.     A  sailor  would  have  held  on  till — '^ 

*^  Heaven  defend  you  or  me  frotn  such 
another  sea  !*'  said  the  captain,  with  emotion. 

**  Bear  a  hand — bear  a  hand !  heave  your- 
selves over,"  bellowed  the  Flora's  lieutenant, 
'^  the  wreck  'ill  break  adrift  directly,  and  stave 
the  boat  to  pieces.'" 

"  Come,  Stowel,*'  said  Staunch,  "  you  know 
my  determination." 

'  Of  that  determination    the  master  was  long 
aware,  and  therefore  giving  up  the  point,  he 


A   FBIEKD   IN    NEED.  217 

flung  himself  on  the  rope,  and  with  better  fortune 
than  his  predecessor,  arrived  safe  in  the  boat. 

And  now,  having  discharged  the  duties  of 
humanity  and  his  station — as  a  man  and  a  hero — 
the  commander  of  the  brig  stood  alone,  of  all  its 
gallant  crew,  on  that  poop  of  fire, — the  scene  to 
him  always  of  endearment ;  and  erst  of  triumph. 
Happily  released  from  all  responsibilities  as  to 
the  safety  of  those  committed  to  his  charge,  he 
was  not  appalled  at  feeling  himself,  of  all  his 
ship'^s  company,  singly — reserved  from  their  im- 
munity from  danger;  and  still  within  the  reach 
of  awful  fate.  Rejoicing  that  his  companions 
had  happily  escaped  a  peril  which  appeared  in- 
evitable by  all  human  effort,  he,  for  the  first 
time,  sighed  a  secret  prayer  for  his  individual 
safety;  and  committing  his  person  to  the  waves, 
and  his  destiny  to  Providence,  plunged  in  the 
deep,  and  was  soon  after  rescued  from  the  raging 
element  by  his  faithful  lieutenant.  In  conse- 
quence of  his  head  coming  violently  in  contact 
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with  the  boat'e  fore-foot,  he  was  taken  ig  per- 
fectly senseless  ;  and  only  awoke  to  consciouaness 
some  hours  after,  under  the  care  of  a  surgeon  in 
the  cabin  of  the  Flora- 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


THE  RETURN. 


The  ^tpTMcli  of  lioiiie 
Alter  long  traTeUing  by  land  or  water* 
Moat  naturally  some  small  donbt  inspirea— 
A  female  lamily's  a  aerioas  matter. 

Btron. 


In  oonaequeiioe  of  the  preralence  of  a  south 
westerly  wind,  the  Flora,  which  had  so  provi- 
dentially, as  related,  hove  in  aght  when  hersdf 
returning  from  a  cruize,  soon  reached  Plymouth 
Sound,  where  she  was  immediately  boarded  by 
the  **  guard-boat.*^  The  intelligence  conveyed  by 
the  latter  on  diore^  that  the  frigate  bad  on 
board  the  crew  of  one  of  his  Mt^eatfn  ships, 
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burnt  at  sea;  excited  no  ordinary  interest  on 
shore:  and  was  immediately  made  the  subject 
of  a  telegraphic  communication.  Before  Sir 
Harry  had  landed  to  report  his  arrival  at  the 
admiral's  oflicf,  which  was  precisely  in  furty-6ve 
minutes  and  a  half  from  the  time  of  the  Floral 
anchoring  in  the  '  Sound,'  however  marvcUouA 
die  assertion,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
snugly  seated  by  his  sea-coal  6re,  at  Whitehall, 
a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  nineteen  miles 
off,  was  actually  perusing  the  report  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  brig's  calamity,  as 
characteristically  couched  in  what  is  now  de- 
nominated eemaphoric*  stenography- 

"  Spifjtre  burnt  —Bay  Bisiatf — 

"  Cnic  saved — ct  three—by  Flora — " 


Nor  let  this  celerity  be  imputed  to  that  influence 

'  We  Krc  iiM  kre  of  tlie  saicliromaai  hen  u  to  ilie  ncra 
f<rH—  Dfiltict  tlie  invFDtioQ,  nor  the  luiiie  trm  known  u  this 
pfriod— lach  DotifiCBtioD  bein;  nttAt  by  telrgTipli. 
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implied  by  the  adage  that  ill  news  flies  apace : 
for  had  the  intelligence  been  vice  versa,  that  the 
Spitfire  had  blown  up  a  French  three-decker 
under  the  batteries  of  Brest,  it  may  be  presumed 
the  triumph  would  be  conveyed  with  equal  dis- 
patch, and  certainly  as  much  alacrity. 

Amid  all  the  bustle  on  board,  in  consequence 
of  their  arrival  in  port,  it  was  observed  that 
one  person  was  seized  with  an  uneasy  restless- 
ness, in  which  the  officers  of  the  FlorOj  de- 
lighted to  reach  harbour  after  a  long  cruise,  as 
well  as  the  officers  of  the  Spitfirey  seemed  by  no 
means  disposed  to  participate.  It  would  be  silly 
to  affect  to  conceal  the  name  of  this  malcontent 
from  our  fair  friends,  who  have  no  doubt  already 
recognized  in  him  their  old  acquaintance  Bur- 
ton, Amongst  other  subjects  of  perplexity,  he 
seemed  to  have  fallen  out  with  a  round  jacket 
and  blue  waistcoat;  which,  though  they  fitted, 
to  use  a  lively  figure,  like  a  purser's  shirt  on  a 
handspike,  never  before  struck  him  as  unsym- 
metrical  or  unsuited  to  his  rank.    The  honest 
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check,  or  the  holland  of  dii^  saffircm  dje,  in 
oooaequence  of  repeated  wadiings  ib  pea-aoiip 
during  a  long  cruize,  appeared  to  his,  nmw  fiu> 
tidious  taste,  quite  unvrorthy  to  etnrrap  lits  per- 
son.  A  little  skimming  dish  hat,  too,  had  fallen 
into  very  undeserved  contempt ;  and  he  waa  ob- 
served bustling  about  the  ship,  endeavouring  to 
affect  an  interchange  with  some  of  his  friends  for 
more  suitable  attire.  This  betrayal  of  unwonted 
vanity  served  to  awaken  suspicions  that,  though 
a  tar  afloat,  he  was  a  fop  ashore ;  and  until  the 
matter  was  cleared  up  by  his  communicative 
shipmates  as  to  the  state  of  his  feelings,  which 
was  also  corroborated  by  his  immediate  applica- 
tion to  Sir  Harry  for  a  short  leave  of  absence ; 
stating,  that  however  unusual  the  application 
under  such  circumstances,  very  urgent  reasons 
conspired  to  render  it  necessary.  That  o£Soer 
was  somewhat  surprised  by  the  request ;  and  in 
reply,  reminded  Burton  of  the  necessity  ther« 
was  that  all  the  oCBcers  of  the  Spitfire  should 
hold  themselves  in  readiness^  as  a  court-martial 
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was  sure  to  be  ordered  relatiye  to  the  loss  of  that 
ship :  that  order  might  possibly  be  tel^raphed 
down,  and  he  must  therefore  decline  granting 
any  leave,  except  for  a  few  hours.  Here  was  a 
disappointment  with  a  vengeance.  The  first 
suggestion  of  the  moment  was  one  altogether 
unworthy  of  him,  which  was  to  incur  the  impu- 
ution  of  adopting  Gallican  habits,  and  taking, 
what  is  known  by  the  term,  ^*  French  leave."" 

Retiring  from  the  captain's  cabin,  he  paced 
up  and  down  the  half-deck  with  hurried, 
moody  step.— With  his  arms  crossed,  and 
chin  entrenched  in  the  palm  of  his  right  hand, 
whose  fingers  frequently  extricated  themselves 
with  difficulty  from  his  firm-set  teeth ;  he  at  in- 
tervals caught  up  snatches  of  a  very  favourite 
author  with  him,  which  his  imagination  paro- 
dizedthus — 

<*  Passion  lures  me  on — true ; — ^but  how  if  it 
cast  me  off  by  alluring  me  on  ? — What  then  ? — 
Will  it  ensure  my  passion  a  return? — I  fear 
not. — Will  it  propitiate  her  mother? — No. — 


2S4  THE    SBTURX. 

Will  it  conquer  the  veteran's  scruples? — No- 
Passion  cannot  give  me  rank  then  ? — No. — Or 
another  epaulette? — No.  —  If  1  go  without 
leave,  call  I  hope  to  get  a  ship  again  ?--Na — 
II'  I  sacrifice  through  it  my  commission,  can  it 
restore  me? — No. — What  is  this  passion  ?— A 
word— abreatb. — Who  bath  it? — alas,  I  alone! 
— Does  she  feel  it? — No.— Then  she's  iascn- 
sible? — Yes — aa  though  I  were  dead.  —  But 
does  she  not  wish  me  still  among  the  living? — 
I  don't  know— Why  ? — because  her  detracting 
mother  won't  suffer  her — therefore  TU  think  of 
it  no  longer,  or  my  eonimission  will  soon  be  a 
mere  scutcheon,  and  so  ends  all  my  prospects." 
In  fact,  if  it  had  not  been  for  Mister  Bur- 
ton's clas^cal  recollections,  his  commission  at 
'this  moment  would  have  been  in  very  immioeDl 
danger;  and  he  had  to  acknowledge  himself, 
like  many  other  well  informed  young  genilemen, 
indebted  to  his  literary  acquirements  for  a  pru- 
dence beyond  his  years.  So  our  young  friend, 
whilst  he   postponed    his  departure   for   these 
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powerful  reasons,  determined  that  no  time 
should  be  lost  in  preparing  for  his  pilgrimage 
to  the  shrine  of  his  devotion  the  moment  he 
should  be  released  from  duty. 

Contrary  to  the  custom  of  good  Catholics  in 
the  olden  times,  when  expeditions  of  this  kind 
were  made  to  Lough-Deargh,  Canterbury,  or  the 
Holy  Sepulchre,  as  penances  for  secret  guilt  or 
unatoned  crime, — and  the  offender  disguised  him- 
self in  a  dandy-grey-russet  suit,  with  a  suitably 
sober  garniture  of  cockle-shells — taking  especial 
care  to  accommodate  the  peas  in  his  pumps  with 
all  possible  room,  so  as  to  avoid  the  anguish  of 
their  coming  in  contact  with  the  blistered  sole 
of  the  foot;  our  pilgrim  adopted  an  exactly 
opposite  course. — The  most  fashionable  tailor 
Plymouth-Dock  afforded,  was  employed  to  equip 
him,  with  a  plain  suit,  fiautice^  shore-going 
clothes. — The  Hoby  of  the  port  encased  his 
^elUproportioned  limbs  in  the  tightest  Spanish 
leather,  and  a  chapelier  <  from  Bond-street, 
London,'  added  all  the  nameless  graces  of  the 
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west  end,  to  the  hat,  whidi  oompleted  his 
oustume  for  a  pilgrimage  to  bis  Lady  of  Lo- 
retta 

The  prognostications  of  Sir  Harry  ware  soon 
fulfilled,  by  the  receipt  of  orders  from  the 
Admiraltyi  for  holding  a  court-martial  €m  the 
capt«n,  ofScersy  and  ship's  company,  an  the 
occasion  of  the  loss  of  his  majesty's  late  sloop* 
of-war.  Spitfire, — As  all  the  necessary  parties 
were  in  attendance,  the  business  of  investigation 
was  quickly  compleated,  and  the  explanation 
proved  so  very  satisfactory  to  the  court,  that  it 
not  only  acquitted  them  of  all  blame ;  but  the 
president  on  returning  the  captain  his  sword, 
complimented  him,  in  very  flattering  terms, 
upon  his  able  conduct,  and  the  high  state  of  dis- 
dpline  displayed  by  his  crew,  under  the  trying 
drcumstances  attending  the  destruction  of  their 
vessel  by  fire. 

The  minutes  of  the  court-martial  being  trans- 
mitted to  the  Admiralty,  together  with  the 
sentence ;  enough  was  disclosed,  on  the  face  of 
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the  extmination  of  witnesses  annexed,  to  reveal 
to  their  lordships,  independently  of  the  laudable 
and  novel  precaution  of  a  *  Fire  Bill,*  so  suit- 
able and  desirable  under  all  circumstances  of 
this  calamitous  nature;  abundant  reason  to 
justify  the  panegyric  pronounced  on  the  conduct 
of  the  captain,  his  officers,  and  crew.  The 
result  of  such  testimonials  was  as  favourable  as 
could  be  expected ;  and,  in  a  few  days  after. 
Staunch  had  the  satisfaction  of  receiving  an 
appointment  from  the  *  Board,^  to  a  captured 
French  man-of-war  brig,  just  purchased  into 
the  service,  which  he  was  ordered  *to  com- 
mission  forthwith* — ^taking  with  him  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  late  Spitfire ;  whose  name  the 
newly  purchased  brig  was  also  directed  to  bear. 
Long  ere  the  receipt  of  this  agreeable  inteU 
ligence,  Burton  had,  with  as  much  speed  as  a 
pair  of  post-horses  could  carry  him,  taken  his 
ffigfat  across  the  country.  And  now  left  en- 
tirely to  himself,  his  imagination  was  at  perfect 
liberty  to  run  its  wildest  career,  and  the  quick 
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succession  of  his  inward  thoughts  might  be  said 
to  equal  the  rapid  transit  of  external  objects. 
Yet  such  was  the  state  of  abstraction  in  which  he 
sat  in  the  chaise,  that  he  was  neither  conscious  of 
the  perpetual  and  momentary  change  of  objects 
presented  to  the  eye ;  or  of  the  beauty  of  the 
prospects,  both  by  sea  and  land,  which  are  so 
frequent  in  this  delightful  drive  across  that  part 
of  the  coast  of  Devonshire. — Wrapped  up  in  his 
anticipations  of  exstacy  in  meeting  again  with 
Emily,  the  post-boy  seemed  sluggish,  and  the 
horses  slow,  though  they  often  went  down  hill 
at  full  gallop : — and  the  rattling  of  the  car- 
riage-wheels over  the  pavement  of  Modbury 
market-place,  reminded  him,  for  the  first 
time,  that  he  had  accomplished  a  great  part  of 
his  journey  without  ever  taking  into  his  con- 
sideration, a  very  important  objection  to  the 
precipitate  haste  of  his  flight — an  objection 
which  his  passion  had  hitherto  induced  him 
altogether  to  overlook. — A  sort  of  argumenta- 
tive soliloquy  was   the   result,  of  which,  con- 
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udering  that  we  had  no  opportunity  of  taking 
it  down  verbatim,  the  substance  was  nearly  as 
follows : — 

"  Why  all  this  speed  V  said  he ;  "  may  I  not 
be  in  too  great  haste  ?  ought  I  not  to  have  writ- 
ten to  the  (Ad  captain  to  acquaint  him  with  the 
accident  which  brings  me  again  into  his  neigh- 
bourhood,  and  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of 
giving  me  an  invitation  ?  Besides,  it  was  the 
more  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  abrupt- 
ness of  my  departure,  and  the  odd  affair  of  the 
hat ;  aye,  but  I  set  all  right  by  my  letter  to 
herself." — Had  he  known  how  that  selfsame 
letter  had  set  all  wrongs  by  its  falling  into 
Mrs.  Crank's  hands,  it  might  have  altered  his 
impression  as  to  his  chance  of  being  welcomed 
at  the  cottage ;  but  of  this  be  *was  ignorant, 
and,  therefore,  in  the  same  strain,  continued — 

^*  How  am  I  to  account  for  my  appearance 
here,  whilst  I  n^lect  to  visit  my  friends  and 
family  ?  But  that's  no  person's  business — I^m 
io  far  my  own  master.     The  old  man,  'tis  true 
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.   hilt  thftt — It  I 


has  given  me  tovu  encouragement,  but  then — it 
was  conditional.  Instead  of  being  better  in  cir- 
cumstances, I  am  now  worse — without  even  a 
ship— and  burnt  out.  Her  mother,  too,  will  be 
more  than  ever  hostile  for  this  reason.  \Vhat'8 
to  be  done  ?  Would  to  Heaven  I  t^uld  see  her 
alone  !  That  would  be  an  opportunity  worth  a 
world  !  What  an  embarrassing  rencontre  will  it 
prove,  if  that  sanctified,  selfish  woman,  is  alone  at 
the  cottage,  and  treats  my  visit  as  a  morning 
call,  or  refuses  to  let  her  daughter  be  seen.  Per- 
haps, too — after  posting  all  this  way,  they 
be  all  from  home." 

Almost  every  one  of  these  arguments  wew 
decidedly  of  a  nature  to  dissuade  him  from  pur- 
suing his  journey,  and  might  have  induced 
another  man  to  turn  his  horses'  heads  in  the 
direction  of  liis  native  place ;  but  Burton, 
strange  to  say,  found  in  them  a  pretext  for  con- 
tinuing his  flight  with  unabated  expedition. 

But  the  best  laid  plans  arc  often  not  half  so 
felicitous  in  completing  our  wishes,  as  the  tin- 
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premeditated  result  of  chance ;  which,  for  ladies 
in  love,  and  gentlemen  in  Burton's  situation,  so 
often  works  wonders.  What  that  chance  re- 
served for  Burton  to  improve  was,  will  be 
detailed  with  greater  propriety  in  a  subsequent 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


PROS  AND  CONS. 


The  cxnius.  and  the  morUl  iDStniments, 
Are  then  iu  couDcil ;  and  the  state  of  man, 
lake  to  a  little  kingiloro,  suffen  then 
The  nature  of  an  insurrection. 

Shakspeare. 


An  jipi>li^'  Is  coriainly  due  to  the  ladies,  for 
tho  iU^vurttx>us  neglect  with  which  we  have 
tix^attxi  that  }virc  of  the  fair  sex,  resident  at 
l^Ain|vniown  Collage.  But  calamitous  events, 
auil  Aixndents,  have  so  thickened  in  the  last 
hundred  l>ages  that  any  details  of  the  even  tenor 
%iif  their  blameless  lives,  if  intermingled,  would 
have  appeand  quite  out  of  place. 
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Nothing  could  certainly  be  more  unsatisfac- 
tory to  both  Mrs.  Crank  and  her  daughter,  than 
the  manner  of  Burton's  departure  from  the  cot- 
tage. The  causes  of  their  dissatisfaction  with 
his  conduct  were  as  different,  as  the  motives  and 
tempers  of  the  parties  concerned.  The  reasons 
for  Mrs.  Crank's  displeasure  have  been  already 

m 

enumerated  ;  nor  will  those  of  the  younger  lady 
longer  remain  a  secret,  when  it  is  known  that, 
pursuant  to  her  mother's  original  policy  with 
respect  to  Burton's  note  to  Emily,  the  latter 
never  was  aware  of  its  receipt ;  or  even  of  its 
existence.  Of  the  disingenuousness  of  such  a 
practice ;  of  its  apparent  treachery  to  a  young 
and  artless  mind ;  or  its  tQudency  to  weaken 
the  respect  due  to  a  parent,  or  alienate  the 
affections  of  a  child,  whose  feelings  are  thus 
outraged  by  a  breach  of  confidence,  which  would 
never  be  tolerated  between  total  strangers;  it 
will  become  these  unpretending  pages,  which, 
unlike  the  effb^ons  of  our  female  literary  con- 
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:tic  style,  to'o^^^ 


temporaries,  afiecis  not  the  didactic  style,  t 
altogether  silent. 

Not  content  with  this  breach  of  conSdence 
and  insiacerity,  she,  in  a  similar  way,  obtained 
the  letter  written  Co  lier  daughter,  by  the  lieu- 
tenant, when  cruizing  off  Sciily,  previously  lo 
the  burning  of  the  brig.  To  this  act  she  w.-u 
impelled,  by  the  same  motives  which  governed 
her  conduct  on  a  former  occasion;  calculating 
that  the  beet  mode  to  prevent  a  smoiddering 
fire  from  bursting  into  a  fiame,  was  not  to  stir 
the  embers ;  and  that  nothing  was  more  likely 
to  break  off  a  very  improper  and  impolitic 
attachment,  as  she  pronounced  tliis  to  be.  than 
to  keep  both  parties,  as  much  as  possible,  in 
ignorance,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  sentiments 
they  might  reciprocally  entertain  for  each  other. 
In  tliia  treatment  of  her  child,  she  was  borne  out 
by  the  conduct  of  other  mothers  of  her  ac- 
quaintance; who,  in  their  alarm  lest  their 
daughters  should  clicri^sli    an  attachment  inju- 
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rious  to  their  interests,  have  imprudently  for- 
gotten, that  the  poison  of  passion  is  best  neutra* 
lized  by  the  assuasire  antidote  of  cool,  dispas- 
sionate reasoning;  that  to  convince  the  mind, 
is  safer  than  to  control  the  will;  and  that 
ingenuous  confidence,  and  affectionate  remon- 
strance, whilst  they  soften  the  apparent  rigour  of 
authority,  will  often  prove  its  most  legitimate 
and  powerful  auxiliaries. 

In  one  instance,  at  least,  Mrs.  Crank'^s  pru- 
dence  overshot  itself:  foft  the  singularity  of 
Burton's  disappearance,  immediately  after  his 
being  closeted  with  her  uncle,  especially  when 
coupled  with  his  ardent  avowal  but  a  few 
minutes  before,  seemed  to  warrant  any  other 
inference  than  that  his  silence  could  ever  be 
attributed  by  Emily  to  his  indifference.  In 
coming  to  this  conclusion  she,  at  the  same  time, 
became  equally  convinced,  that  his  conduct 
required  that  explanation  which  she  was  sur- 
prised it  had  not  received.  That  the  tHe-iMU 
between  the  lieutenant  and  her  uncle  had^  fcnr 


936 


PHOS    AND    CONS. 


some  reason,  been  the  cause  of  his  abrupt  (Ks- 
appearaace,  she  had  no  doubt :  what  that  reason 
was  she  could  not  even  conjecture,  for  she  had 
good  grounds  to  believe  he  possessed  a  shore  of 
her  uncle's  esteem  and  repard.  That  the  in- 
vitation of  the  old  gentleman  to  a  private  con- 
ference haul  some  reference  to  her ;  and  most 
probably  to  the  posture  in  which  Tiller  bad 
discovered  Burton,  when  ardently  arowiag  his 
attachment,  she  strongly  suspected :  as  well  at 
that,  under  circumstances  of  such  excitement. 
Burton  must  have  explained  to  her  uncle  the 
state  of  his  feelings  in  justification  of  his  con- 
duct. Every  minute  circumstance  conncctei) 
with  thai  passionate  avowal, — his  retreat, — tite 
forgotten  hat,— the  absence  of  all  explanation 
proved  inconteetibly  that  some  violent  emotion 
had  suddenly  subdued  his  energy  of  mind ; 
and  deprived  him  even  of  his  recollection. 
All  this  served  to  prove  the  intensene&s  of 
his  feelings:  nor  could  she  longer  hesit;ite  to 
decide  that  some  important  disclosure  had  then 
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taken  place,  of  whose  nature  she  was  totally 
ignorant,  with  reference  to  her  uncle's  and 
mother's  intentions  towards  herself;  or  that  he 
had  been  absolutely  forbidden  to  see  her  again. 
Yet  it  was  not  probable  such  an  interdiction 
would  have  originated  with  Crank  himself;  and 
she  saw  no  reason  to  suspect  her  mother  could 
possibly  be  aware  of  Burton's  avowal,  as  she  had 
had  no  opportunity  of  being  previously  made 
acquainted  with  the  only  circumstance  which 
could  have  excited  any  alarm.  Nay,  she  recol- 
lected that  her  mother  had  even  entered  the 
room  at  the  moment,  and  given  Mr.  Burton 
a  more  than  ordinarily  civil  reception :  here  then 
she  was  destined  to  be  foiled  in  her  attempt  to 
unravel  the  mystery  following  this  train  of 
reasoning.  And  it  was  only  in  consequence  of 
reiteratedly  returning  again  and  again  to  the 
subject,  that  she  was  at  length  compelled  to  take 
up  another  clue  to  assist  her  in  explaining  it 
Nor  will  it  be  considered  extraordinary,  that  this 
course   should  have  been  the  latest  pursued, 
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when  it  is  recollected  how  difficult  it  is  tc 

VIS,  under  any  circumstances,  to  inculpate  om 

own  conduct 

And  DOW  fihe  set  herself,  with  infinite  painm 
lo  examine  if  ever  she  had,  in  the  course  of  thai 
acquaintance,  betrayed  any  conduct,  whidi 
might  possibly  bear  an  unfavourable  explaruki 
tioa ;  or  set  her  before  him  in  an  unamii 
light.  She  believed  she  had  almost  too  markedljj 
shewn  a  preference  for  his  intelligent  society 
and  that  she  felt  gratified  hy  the  atteotia 
paid  her,  and  the  information  she  reaped  froa 
his  conversation.  All  this  was  certainly  true :  bu( 
slie  began  lo  perceive  that  his  assiduities  hi 
been  so  unremitting,  his  Ktlicitude  so  undi 
guised.  that  he  doubtless  felt  he  had  a  rigl 
to  expect  thdr  object  should  not  be  misund«t> 
stood.  Here,  therefore,  she  imagined  she  might 
have  been  unjust,  in  neither  treating  him  oi 
admitted  lover ;  or  discarding  him  as  a  niitm 
altogether.  She  recollected  instances  in  whid^ 
she  feared  she  had  repelled  his  atteations,  whi 
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she  now  felt  she  might  have  abated  somethhig 
of  her  maidenly  pride,  without  any  impeachment 
of  her  motives : — more  ftspedally  when  she  re- 
collected the  great  debt  of  gratitude  she  owed 
him  for  his  gallantry,  and  noble  disregard  of 
personal  risk,  in  snatching  her  from  ineyitable 
death.  Ail  this,  she  perceived,  required  more 
than  cold  acknowledgment,  and  Jbmud  avowal 
of  esteem.  She  might  in  this  respect  then 
have  been  to  blame.  —  He  must  have  been 
aware  of  the  weight  of  obligation  which  he 
bad  imposed  by  this  generous  act ;  if  his  pre- 
ceding attentions  were  altogether  unworthy 
of  exciting  her  serious  regard  —  and  she 
feared,  she  must  have  sunk  proportionably 
in  his  esteem,  as  she  appeared  to  be  deficient 
in  gratitude.  She  would  fain  have  sheltered 
herself  from  this  self-reproach,  in  assuming  that 
she  bad  not  been  hitherto  called  on  to  pursue 
a  more  candid  course,  by  distinctly  explaining 
her  aenUments  towards  him.  On  mature  re* 
flection,  she  felt  convinced  that  poriod  which 
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called  on  her  imperatively  to  throw  off  her 
reserve,  had  certainlj  arrived,  the  moment  he 
himH!lf  made  that  ardent  profesaon  of  attach- 
ment, which  had  been  so  very  unseasonably 
interrupted  by  the  sudden  irruption  of  old  TiUer. 
It  was  in  vain  she  sought  to  justify  herself  tvt 
thus  having  withheld  her  confidence)  from  one 
who  had  so  unrcser^■edly  and  generously  com- 
tnitted  himself,  by  the  disclosure  of  his  own 
feelings  respecting  her.  The  presence  of  the 
domntic,  it  was  true,  might  absolve  her  from 
the  necessity  of  then  making  any  explicit  aTowal 
respecting  his  proposal,  whether  of  acceptance 
or  rejection  ;  but  a  single  look  might  have  been 
sufficient  for  cither  purpose;  whether  to  con- 
firm, or  repel  liiH  hopes :  and  that  look  she  now 
felt  was  his  due,  in  justice  lo  his,  and  to  her 
own  feelings. 

Such  was  the  conclusion  whicli  our  fair  casuist 
formed :  and  who  con  more  expertly  handle  a 
sophism  than  a  female,  as  to  her  own  conduct? 
But  however  accessible  to  reasoning,  or  candid 
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in  these  omissions,  she  still  felt  confident  she 
had  nothing  to  upbraid  herself  with  since  his 
departure ;  whilst  of  his  mlence,  she  imagined 
she  had  just  reason  to  complain.  Ignorant  as 
she  was,  of  the  real  state  of  things,  she  could 
hardly  fail  to  construe  that  silence  into  a  proof 
of  the  wayward  fickleness,  which  her  mother 
had  often  assured  her  she  would  invariably  find 
the  attribute  of  his  sex.  Owing  to  the  kin4 
offices  of  her  friend.  Miss  Wilson,  and  the 
corroborative  evidence  of  certain  gossips,  who  it) 
every  country  place  are  found  circulating,  with 
so  much  zest,  all  the  little  tittle-tattle  collected 
with  maliciously  industrious  espionage,  the  atteiw 
tions  and  frequent  calls  of  the  young  officer  were 
no  secret  amongst  her  acquaintance.  These  per- 
sons, with  a  license  peculiar  to  meddling,  inquisi^ 
tive  spirits,  (always  proportionably  irksome  as  the 
social  circle  is  circumscribed,)  had  rather  un» 
justifiably  pronounced  Burton  the  acknowledged 
lover  of  the  old  commodore's  niece.  As  he 
possessed  both  an  agreeable  person,  and  superior 
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The  geniin,  and  the  mortal  icBlniiucnta, 
Are  then  in  council ;  and  Ihr  stole  of  ml 
Like  to  *  little  kingdom,  mBen  then 


An  apology  is  etTtainly  <Uic  to  ilie  lailics,  for 
iliL'  di  scour  I  eons  neglect  with  mIiicIi  we  have 
trcattil  i!iat  ()art  of  tlic  fair  scs,  ri^sident  at 
{^ainiHTdoHii  Coitajuc.  But  calaniiloiis  events, 
mill  aocidciils,  liavc  so  ttiickened  in  the  last 
liimdrod  pajjo,  tliat  anv  (IctiiiU  of  tlic  even  tenor 
nf  tlii'ir  bianick'si  lives,  if  inlorniin<;l«l,  would 
have  ap))carLxl  (jiiiie  out  of  [ilace. 
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It  is  the  habit  very  generally  with  women, 
after  collocating  the  arguments  on  either  side  of 
a  question,  to  determine  that  those  which  are 
most    germain    and  consentaneous  with   their 
natural  bent  or  disposition,  preponderate.     It  is 
not  to  be  wond^ied  at,  therefore,  that  Emily, 
whose  heart  might  be  said  to  be  disengaged, 
should  be  induced  to  adopt  the  conclusion  that 
she  had  rather  disingenuously  concealed  her 
sentiments  firom  a  man,  whose  candour  and 
nncerity  entitled  him  to  mcnre  explidtness  on  her 
part ;  and  that,  *  under  existing  drcumHancea^* 
his  silence  was  not  so  much  to  blame. 
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PROS  AND  CONS. 


Hie  genius,  and  lii«  uioitol  ii 

Are  tb«n  in  council ;  and  tbe  Btate  of  man. 

Like  to  a  little  kingdom,  mSett  then 

The  iialiir.'  ol  ;m)  insurrootioii. 


A\  ajwlogy  is  certainly  due  to  ihc  laiiicN,  for 
Uio  (liscdiirtLotis  in\!;loct  with  ^liich  we  have 
trenUii  that  jiart  df  tlio  fair  si-x,  resident  at 
Camjierdowii  C'oltap;i\  But  calamitous  cvcniii, 
ami  awidcnts,  liave  so  tliickciied  in  tlie  last 
liiindred  ]iajie>,  tlial  nnv  details  i)f  the  even  teiior 
of  tlieir  blaiiii'Icss  lives,  if  iiiteriniiif^led,  would 
have  ai>))eared  i|iuie  out  of  [ilace. 
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this  class  is  the  very  trite  adage—*'  the  more  haste 
the  less  speed,*'  the  truth  of  which,  on  the  present 
occasion,  was  ordamed  to  be  shaken  by  the  expe- 
rience of  an  individual,  whom  we  left  some  dozen 
pages  back,  posting  like  lightning  across  the 
Devonshire  hills,  on  the  wings  of  enforced  ex« 
pedition. 

Not  that  an  ordinary  observer,  or  a  stickler 
for  these  truisms,  would  not  contend,  that  the 
counsel  contained  in  this  maxim,  received,  in 
Burton's  caae,  an  additional  confirmation  by  the 
result  of  all  this  haste — ^for  although  certain  it 
is,  he  fdl  short  of  his  destination,  notwithstand- 
ing the  speed  with  which  he  travelled,  the 
interruption  he  experienced  proved  ultimately 
the  means  of  gratifying  the  wish  nearest  his 
heart. 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  this 
day.  Tiller,  who  had  been  deqiatched  by 
Mrs.  Crank  to  the  doctor'^s  for  a  fresh  supply  of 
digestive  pills— or,  as  Tom  termed  them,  **  gum 
tidders,^  and  **  stomach  stirrers,^  perodved  a 
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dense  crowd  collected  around  Seiiiui''8  afaop^  the 
windows  of  which  were  in  vam  blockaded  against 
the  cuiious  intrusion  of  the  younger  and  more 
agile  part  of  the  rustic  assemblage,  who  nimUj 
climbed  on  the  dioulders  of  the  ekfer  to  peep 
over  the  blinds — A  confused  buzzing  murmur 
ran  through  the  crowd,  compounded  of  exdanuh 
tions  and  interrogations  which  are  usuaUy  uttered 
by  persons  congregated  by  the  rumour  of  some 
ill-defined  and  unexpected  catastrophe. 

We  are  not  misanthropical  enough  to  agree 
with  La  Bruyere,  notwithstanding  the  anxiety 
and  overwhelming  interest  which  is  daily  evinced 
by  multitudes  to  witness  the  expiring  struggle 
of  a  culprit  at  his  execution,  that  this  anxiety 
arises  from  a  perverted  taste,  or  cruel  propensity 
in  our  nature; — ^but,  certdn  it  is,  that  that 
never-to-be-sated  feeling  of  curionty  formed  the 
far  greater  part  of  the  excitement  in  this  instance 
among  the  group  now  collected  about  the  doc- 
tor's door. 

'^  Lard,  how  paile  he  looks  !^^  exdumed  one 
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of  these  mdiinted  aijrrmidotts  of  cutiDrity^«*^who, 
like  <<  Peeping  Tom  of  CoTentry,^  in  the  case  of 
the  Lady  Godiva^  was  enjoying  a  gratification 
interdicted  to  those  less  nimble  than  himself — 
^*  He  looks  as  if  he  was  going  to  vaint** 

*^  Why  not  give  him  a  drop  a  drink  f^  voci- 
ferated a  little  bandy-legged  mate  of  a  merchant- 
man,  who  seemed,  from  the  rum  complexion  of 
his  nose,  to  have  imlMbed  the  idea  that  liquor 
was  a  sovereign  remedy  for  the  accidents,  as  well 
as  the  ilk  of  life. 

^  My  eyes— ^ere  they  be  slitting  the  zleeve 
of  his  beantivui  coat  !'*  said  this  elevated  ob- 


**  JDang  it,  what  zhame  to  sarve  the  poor 
zoul  JR>  r  exclaimed  a  third. 

**  Tut,  tut,  you  fool,  bow  can  they  help  it— 
if  your  arm  was  broke,  you  woudn't  like  to 
haive  it  hauled  out  of  the  socket  with  the  sleeve,^' 
rejoined  the  mate. 

Tiller,  who  felt  himself  a  man  of  importance, 
and  whose  curiosity  was  somewhat  excited  by 
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the  reports  of  the  **  look-out  men*'  aloft ;  rather 
roughly  pushed  ande  those  who  were  nearest 
him,  exclaiming^ 

^*  Stand  aside— make  a  lane  there !— -let*8  see 
what's  amiss.^' 

He  now  began  knocking  vidently  at  the 
door,  indignant  that  Ixdt  or  bar  should  be  drawn 
against  a  person  of  his  consequence. 

'*  Come,  bear  a  fist,*'  said  he.  *^  I  want  a  box 
o'  your  stomach-stirrers  for  my  missesa.^ 

This  well  known  voice  appeared  to  have  the 
same  influence  as  the  charmed  words  ^*  Open 
Seseme,^'  of  Ali-Baba ;  and  the  door,  as  if  by 
enchantment,  instantly  flew  open.  What  Tiller 
saw,  appeared  to  produce  a  surprise,  certainly 
of  another  kind,  but  nearly  equal  to  that  ex- 
perienced by  the  Perdan  himself,  upon  the  dis- 
covery of  the  fabled  riches  of  the  cavern.  He 
certainly  saw  enough  to  make  him,  with  all 
possible  expedition,  *^  bout  9hipi^  as  he  termed 
it,  **  and  let  fly  his  top  gallant  sheets,**  as  a  signal 
for  an  enemy  in  sight 
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This  numoeuvre,  for  Tom  deligbted  in  his 
heart  and  soul  to  do  every  thing  ship-shape ;  he 
accomplished  by  holding  his  handkerchief  by  the 
upper  comers  high  above  his  head,  leaving  the 
lower  loosci  to  fly  and  flap  in  the  wind;  he  occa- 
sionally accompanied  the  signal  with  a  *  pbew,^ 
*  phew/  or  a  shrill  short  whistle,  as  much  as  to 
say, — "  here's  a  piece  of  business.^ — In  his 
hurry  to  reach  his  master  he  very  nearly  up^ 
set  his  wife  in  the  kitchen,  who  rewarded  his 
civility  by  a  slap  of  a  bunch  of  sausages  on  his 
blind  eye. — ^He  had  no  time  (or  private  resent- 
ment.— ^Like  Themistodes  of  old,  he  only 
thought  of  the  public,  and  of  the  common  enemy: 
and  he  rushed  without  the  least  ceremony  intd 
the  parlour,  where  the  dd  gentleman  sat,  spec- 
tacles on  nose,  conning  his  code  of  signals. 

«  I  made  the  ngnal,  Sur,"  said  Tom,  <<  but 
you  didn't  see  it.'* 

«<  What  signal  r 
Why  here's  the  devil  to  pay,  and  no  ptch 
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,  hot,  -I  never  had  such  a  job  in  my  life  to  break 

the  line." 

**  What  line  ?"  said  Crank,  who  in  more 
tenses  than  one,  found  himself  already  ai  sea. 

*^  Why,  the  crowd  round  the  doctor's  docnr.— 
Bless  your  heart,  it's  more  like  lUeeiLdrnf  at 
Portsmouth  Dock-yard,  nor  anything  else. — 
'  Where  are  you  shoving,'  says  one — *  Rig-in 
your  studden-siul-booms,'  says  another— >*  What 
the  devil  do  you  do  crusUug  a  body  ?'  cries  a 
woman  with  a  child  in  her  armm  «k1  big  as  a 
butt  with  another — ^  Wliat  do  the  likes  of  y<m 
do  here  with  those  babysP'  thought  1, — ^for  you 
see,  Sir,  in  a  crowd  o^  that  sort,  a  fellow  mustn^t 
give  too  much  lip." 

^^  I  wishy  for  fMf  sake,  you  always  thought 
yourself  in  a  crowd." 
t .  ••  <  An't  1  going,'  says  I,  *  for  my  misses,'  •• 

continued  Tom, — **  *  Why,  you  old  fool,'  says  a 
fellow — *  your  misses! — it's  noi  your  Misses.* 
— -^  Well,  then,'  says  I,  *  my  missess^  man.» — 
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'Kase  you  know,  Sir,  I  coulcb't  say  her  mid- 
wife, you  know. — *  Your  Misses'  man  ?— your 
j^aung  Misses'  man,*  said  that  saucy  ood-catcfT- 
ing  chap,  as  I  bundled  out  o*  the  door  one 
night — He,  you  know.  Sir,  as  brought  the 
letter,  and  wanted  to  see  Miss  Emily,  the  night 
afore  the  brig  sailed." 

««  Well  ?''  said  Crank,  betraying  an  impatient 
curiosity. 

«<  Well,  Sir,  as  soon  as  I  forces  my  way  into 
the  shop— who  should  I  see,  qiread-out  like  a 
corpse,  on  a  grating — ^though  I  believe  ^twas  a 
shutter  too,  yes  it  was,  for  'twas  more  like  a 
hatch  nor  a  grating.^ 

^*  Well,  go  on,  num  !'' 

'*  Well,  who  should  I  see  but  that  there  young 
blades " 

<<  What  young  blade  ?''  intarupted  Crank, 
inth  increased  interest 

^  Why,  that  there  Mister— Mister— I  can't 
mind  his  name  at  the  moment-^that  there — 
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hot,  —I  never  had  such  a  job  in  my  life  tobseak 
the  line/' 

*^  What  line  ?*'  said  Crank,  who  in  more 
senses  than  one,  found  himself  already  ai  sea, 

"  Why,  the  crowd  round  the  doctor's  door.— 
Bless  your  heart,  it's  more  Uke  ReealLdmf  ai 
Portsmouth  Dock-yard,  nor  anything  else.— 
*  Where  are  you  shoving,*  says  one — •  Rig-in 
your  studden-sul-booms,'  says  another — <  What 
the  devil  do  you  do  crushing  a  body  ?'  cries  a 
woman  with  a  child  in  her  arms,  and  big  as  a 
butt  with  another — *  What  do  the  likes  of  you 
do  here  with  those  babysP'  thought  1, — ^for  you 
see,  Sir,  in  a  crowd  o^  that  sort,  a  fellow  mustn't 
give  too  much  lip." 

^*  I  wish,  for  my  sake,  you  always  thought 
yourself  in  a  crowd." 

•*  *  An  t  1  going,'  says  I,  *  for  my  misses,'  *' 
continued  Tom, — **  *  Why,  you  old  fool,'  says  a 
fellow — *  your  misses! — ifs  not  your  Misses.' 
— ^  Well,  then,'  says  I,  *  my  missess^  man.* — 


ttBSt  CONCEITS   OF   5CIENCK. 

that  there  leaftenant  that  jumped  overboard  after 
Miss  Emily." 

*^ Gracious  God!  Why  surely  you  don^t  mean 
Mister  Burton  f" 

**  That^s  the  macn— the  dientical  man  !'* 

^^  Impossible,  Thomas  —  there's  not  a  pen- 
nant in  the  port — ^do  man-o*-war  arrived.'* 

'<  Oh  I  as  for  the'matter  o'  that,  Sir,  the  craft's 
cap^zed." 

«  Capsized  r 

*^  Yes,  Sir,  the  hehnsmao  was  groggy— and 
this  here  Mister  Burton,  ypu  know.  Sir,  was 
hove  clean  out  of  the  quarter-gallery  window, 
and  found  lying  on  his  beam-ends  in  a  ditch, 
with  his  shoulder  slipt  out  o'  the  step.*' 

"  Found  in  a  ditch  T 

"  Yes,  Sir,  the  boy  was  cracking-on  too  mudi 
canvas,  and  over  she  goes.^ 

"  The  boy ! — The  helmsman ! — didnHyou  say 
the  ship  was  capsized?— What  the  deuce  should 
bring  a  nuuM)^-war  in  a  ditch  ?" 
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^*  I  doesn^t  know.  Sir, — though  IVe  seen, 
too,  afore  now,  a  man-o'-war  swimming  in  a  dyke 
— but,  to  be  sure,  'twas  in  Holland *' 

"  D- —  the  dykes,  and  the  Dutch — I  wish 
you  were  drowned  in  Hollands." 

^^  Well,  Sir,  a  man  might  sink  in  worse 
swissel.*' 

*^  Stand  clear,  you  foggy-headed  fool. — Give 
me  my  hat  and  stick,''  cried  Crank,  flinging  the 
signal-book  aside,  and  tugging,  as  usual  whed 
strongly  exdted,  at  the  Waistband  of  his  small 
clothes — m  soon  come  at  the  truth  of  it" 

<<  You'll  find  it  true  enough.— Didn't  I  see 
with  my  own  eyes  Mister  Senna  rigging-out  a 
parbuckle  purchase  over  the  back  of  a  kitchen- 
chair  to  haul  the  heel  o'  the  limb  back  in  its 
place  ?•' 

**  Well,— don't  say  a  word  to  the  women*-^ 
Come  along  with  me,  and  clear  the  coast." 

Clapping  on  his  hat  in  his  hurry  *  upon  three 
hairs,'  the  warm-hearted  old  veteran  was  seen 
trudging  down  to  the  village,  with  an  eagerness 
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thai  there  leaftenaat  that  jumped  overboarJ  after 
Miss  Emily. " 

''Gracious  God!  Why  surely  you  don't  m«n 
Mister  Burton  ?" 

"  That's  the  man— the  dientical  man  !" 

"  Impossible,  Thomas  —  there's  not  a  peo- 
naiit  in  the  port — no  man-o'-war  arrived." 

"  Oh  !  as  for  ihe'mattcr  o'  that,  Sir,  the  oraft'i 
capsized." 

"  Capsixedf" 

"  Yes,  Sir,  the  helmsnun  was  groggy — and 
this  here  Mister  Burton,  you  know,  Sir,  was 
hove  clean  oul  of  the  quarter-gallery  window, 
and  found  lying  on  Ui^  hcani-ends  in  a  ditch, 
with  his  shoulder  slipi  out  o'  the  step." 

"  Found  in  a  tUtch  ?" 

"  Vcs,  Sir,  the  boy  was  cracking-on  ii.>o  raucli 
canvas,  and  over  she  goes."" 

"  The  boy  ! — The  iiehnsnian  ! — didn't  you  s-iy 
the  ship  was  capsized  ? — What  the  deuce  should 
bring  a  man-o'-ivar  in  a  dittli  r' 
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herence    of   manner    was 
symptom,     than    even    the    thirst    he     expe- 
rienced." 

*'  God  bless  me  !*"  said  Crank,  *'  this  blind 
old  blockhead  came  up  with  a  cock-and-a-buU 
■tory,  and  lold  me  he  was  found  in  a  ditch." 

"  And  so  he  was.  Sir,"  s^d  Tiller,  warmly, 
nettled  at  the  imputation  cast  on  his  veracity. 
— "  But  I  suppose  now,"  added  Tom,  in  a  half 
whisper—"  he'll  deny  it  in  courtc  if  it  suits 
him. " 

"  Blown  up  then  ?"  inquired  Crank,  ioqui- 
ntively. 

To  this  interrogatory,  Burton  gave  a  look  of 
acquiescence,  and  feebly  uttering—"  Bay  of 
Biscay,"  fell  back  in  a  swoon  against  Senna's 
asustant. 

"ImpQBuble  !"  exclaimed  Crank. — "Another 
(ky-rocket-Jack,  by  all  that's  brave. — What! 
blown  up  in  the  Hay  of  Biscay — and  dropped  in 
a  ditch  at  Dartmouth  !" 
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^*  Burton,  Burton/^  cried  the  veteran,  with 
great  emotion,  letting  fall  his  stick,  and  endea* 
vouring  to  raise  the  lieutenant^s  drooping  head. 
— <<  Ah !  the  poor  fellow's  off,  I  b*lief.— 'Gad,  I 
wonder  he  wasn't  shattered  to  pieces. — ^Any 
body  else  saved  ?" 

^  You*U  excuse  me,**  formally  interrupted 
our  Hypocrates — ^*  this  is  no  common  case— 
we  must  not  permit  too  many  questions —for 
though  the  patient  be  in  a  stfcope  at  present,  the 
noise  of  speaking,  and  the  sound,  you  must  be 
aware,  by  its  oral  vibration  externally,  acting 
intcmaJfy  on  the  brain,  disorganizes  the  a— me- 
dullary substance  by  nervous  action,  and  occasions 
those  a— febrile  symptoms  generally  through  the 
system,  so  very  desirable,  in  cases  of  this  sort,  to 
repress. 

<<  Where  am  li^  nghed  Burton,  who  ap^ 
peared  slowly  re-animating. 

'*  Here  you  are,  my  boy— near  your  fUend — 
d— «-  it,  it  does  my  heart  good  to  hear  your 
voice  again." 
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"  I  hope  you'll  break  it  by  degrees,"  said  Bur- 
ton, hesitntiDgly, 

"  We  shall  break  nothing — it's  a  simple  ope- 
ration in  able  hands. — Ah,  now  he^  cotaxag  to 
himself  we  shall  be  able  to  proceed  sccvoAm 
artem.""  Though  no  doubt  a  town  pnictitioMT 
would  have  preferred  the  moment  of  insensi- 
bility as  most  favourable  for  reducing  [he  dis- 
location.— "  Perhaps,"  continued  Senna,  *'rou1l 
ftivour  me  by  lifting  your  hand  to  the  bead." 

*'  Lift ! — I  could  as  soon  hft  the  Eddystone 
light-houae." 

"Ah! — it's  exactly  as  I  suspected — I'm  seldom 
mistaken,^ said  Senna,  repeating  the  painful  treat- 
ment he  had  occasioned  his  patient  to  uad«^ 
prior  to  Crank's  arrival. — "  The  case  is  clearly 
a  displacing  of  the  head  of  the  humerus, — It's 
our  object  to  endeavour  to  reduce  it. — The  Usi 
case  of  luxation  which  I  treated  was,  I  confess, 
n  troublesome  one,"" 

Burton,  whose  anticipations  at  this  moment 
could  not  be  very  comfortable,  from  the  history 
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giren  of  hb  ease^  oould  not  suppress  Ml  esola^ 
mation  of  pain,  in  oonseqiieDoe  cf  the  rpiigh 
manner  in  whieh  tins  man  of  sdenoe  suddenly 
attempted  to  raise  his  arm. 

<<  Surdy  I  don't  hurt  you  ?"  said  Senna, 

<^  Indeed,  Sir,  you  do-HAdtf  put  me  to  very 
exquisite  psin." 

^^  Oh  that^s  quite  impossible  l-^Believe  me, 
my  good  friend,  it's  mere  apprehensiott  of  mind, 
which  a — sympathizes  with  the  a — ^general  disor- 
ganisation of  die  frame — ^you  must  permit  fke  to 
be  the  best  judge  in  these  cases." 

'<  That's  d— k1  good  I"  ezdaisied  the 
angry  Tetenm. — ^^It's  not  jftmr  arm  thatis 
unshipped.— But  feding,  IVe  heard*s  no  feU 
km," 

The  learned  operator,  unmindlul  of  this 
interruption,  oontmued  oeciilating  the  patient** 
arm  up  and  down,  remarking,  with  great  seU^ 
complaisancy,  that — **  the  advance  of  science 
had  introduced  very  important  improvements  in 
the  treatment  of  cases  of  this  nature,*' 
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the  patient  that  things  were  no  worse ;  and  whila 
expressing  great  anxiety  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  cause  of  his  accideDt,  prudently  abstained 
from  entering  into  details  at  present,  as  he  said 
he  was  *'  anxious  to  get  liim  into  sick  ()uar- 
ters." 

Here  Burton  hinted  at  taking  up  his  quarters 
at  the  nearest  inn — a  proposition  which  seemed 
to  excite  both  surprise  and  displeasure  on  the 
pan  of  his  friend. 

"  Tut,  tut,  man — I'll  hear  of  no  such  thing. 
We'll  sling  you  a  cot  at  the  cottage  till  you're 
ready  to  report  yourself  out  of  the  doctor's  list," 
— then  turning  round  to  Tiller,  he  added — 
"  Come,  Thomas — let's  make  for  home  and  rig- 
out  B  room  for  him." 

Burton's  apologies  for  the  trouble  which  this 
would  occasion  in  the  family,  were  overruled  as 
soon  as  mode  by  his  arbitrary  but  kind  friend  ; 
who  once  more  shook  him  by  the  hand,  and  teA 
htm  in  a  stupor  of  astoniahment  at  perceiving, 
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that  what  he  had  considered  as  a  most  untoward 
accident,  was  likely  to  procure  for  him  that  which 
he  had  never  ventured  to  anticipate;  namely, 
being  received  as  an  inmate  and  resident  at 
Camperdown. 
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CHAPT    :R  XI. 
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The  rich  blockheid's  store 

OR  opeiu  the  door. 

At  which  porerty'i  Tate  !■  '  tani  oat.' 


"  What  is  all  that  noise  about  ?"'  inipaticntlv 
exclaimed  Mrs.  Crank,  who,  in  consequence  of 
a  louil  knocking  against  the  wall  of  the  adjoin- 
inp  chamber,  had  been  rather  unseasonable  in- 
tcrrnpted  in  devotional  cxcrciBes  ;  or,  perhaps 
the  duties  of  the  toilette,  for  which  the  former 
served  daily  as  a  pretext  to  retire,  about  this 
hour  in  the  afternoon. 
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<<  It's  the  master,  Ma*am/^  said  Tiller,  as  he 
passed  her  door,  who  had  already  determined  to 
avail  himself  of  the  first  opportunity  afforded 
him  of  throwing  off  from  his  own  shoulders  any 
participation  in  what  he  considered  httle  less 
than  surrendering  a  footing  on  their  own  deck 
to  an  enemy. — '*  It*B  the  master,  Ma'am :  we*re 
nailing  up  a  clit  for  the  head  clew  of  the  cot.** 

"  What  for  ? — who  is  to  occupy  that  room  ?' 
inquired  the  matron. 

'<A  disabled  man,"  snappidily  returned 
Crank,  from  withinside,  in  a  voice  which  would 
have  readied  the  further  end  of  a  longer  corridor 
than  Caraperdowa  Cottage  could  boast 

^*A  tnan! — and  so  near  my  apartment — 
what  man  f"  cried  the  lady,  in  an  emulously. 
devated  tone. 

**  A  friend  in  distress  !^  promptly  bellowed  the 
okl.gentleman. — ^'  You're  always  talking  about 
charity  and  benevolence — we'll  now  see  if  you^ve 
got  any." 

This  was  an  alarm  to  her  pride ;  an  insult  tp 
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her  profes»ODfi — it  was  blowing  the  clarion  of 
war.  In  she  came — her  eyes  beaming  indigna- 
tloD,  her  port  betokening  defiance,  aDd  armed  in 
"all  the  panopl}'  dirine"  of  that  fcniBlc  weapon, 
eloquence,  she  stood  conscious  of  her  powers  in 
the  door-way,  where  Cranfc,  and  his  factotum, 
were  employed  in  their  preparations ;  and  thus 
repelled  the  insolent  aggression. 

"  I  know  not  who  may  be  the  object  of  your 
bounty  in  this  instance ;  I  can  easily  tmagiiK 
your  choice  will  be  a  proof  of  your  prejudices, 
rather  than  your  philanthropy — some  sailor,  or 
broken-down  comrade,  I  suppose? — But  I  60 
think,  brother,  you  might  content  yourself  with 
giving  away  your  property  to  persons  of  thdr 
loose  habits,  without  bringing  them  into  your 
houise,  and  forcing  their  odious  society  upon  in« 
and  my  daughter." 

"  Hoity,  toity  ! — here's  a  breeze !  How  did 
you  know  all  this— who  told  you?"  said  Crank, 
imagining  the  secret  of  his  solicitude  had  tran- 
ipired. — "  If  the  cloth  don't  assist  one  another. 
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who  will  ?— Look  at  the  Articles  of  War — what 
do  they  say  ? — ^  Assbt  a  known  fnend  in  view^ 
— there's  charity  in  earnest — Suppose  you  had 
been  blown  up  at  sea,  and  dropped  in  a  ditch, 
wouldn^  you  flock  to  your  meetingeraf — I'll 
warrant  you  would ;  but  it  all  comes  of  your 
dislike  to  the  man/* 

<<  Dislike? — Who  can  you  mean ? — I  confess 
I  can't  conjecture/' 

*«  Why,  Burton,  to  be  sure.'' 

<*  Burton  I'—ihai  wretch !"  said  she. 

**Aje — ^he's  now  down  at  Senna'*s;  and 
devilish  bad,  too,  I  can  tell  you/' 

**  Well,  Sir,  this  may  be  your  charity — ^I 
call  it  insanity !  —  If  he  enters  here,  after 
what  has  passed,  our  remaining  here  is  impos- 
sible !'' 

^Why,  bless  you,"  cried  Cnmk,  without 
suffering  the  dispute  to  make  him  relax  in  his 
preparations  for  the  invalid's  comfortable  accom- 
modation— <<  the  man's  half  dead !" 

**  So  much  the  worse ;  he  is  likely  to  remain 
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the  longer  on  our  hands— ^but,  after  the  lengths 
he  has  gone,  it  would  be  closiiig  my  ejes  to  my 
daughter's  ruin  to  stay  an  hour  after  he  became 
an  inmate." 

'^  Well,  but  softly,  now— hearkoi  to  reason,** 
said  Crank,  pulling  her  gently  into  the  room, 
whilst  he  shut  the  door  cautioualy.  Tiller  con- 
tinuing, all  the  while,  to  thump  manfully  with  a 
hammer  at  a  brass-headed  hook,  which  was  slowly 
progressing  through  the  wall — ^<  hearken  to  rea- 
son.** 

*'  Mister  Crank,*'  said  she,  laying  a  most  una- 
miable  emphasis  on  a  title  which  she  knew  was 
peculiarly  obnoxious  to  the  feelings  of  the  vete- 
ran— "  Mister  Crank,  if  you  have  any  thing 
private  to  communicate,  let  that  noise  cease,  and 
its  author  retire,^'  and  so  saying,  she  brushed 
past  him  with  the  air  of  one  determined  to 
keep  her  word, 

"Thomas — stand  fast  awhile — suppose  you 
go  and  overhaul  the  cot,  and  see  none  of  the 
clews  are  stranded  — It  wouldn't  do,  you  know. 
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in  his  present  state,  to  let  him  come  down  by 
the  lump.*' 

Thomas,  before  the  conclusion  of  this  sen- 
tence,  had  ahready  anticipated,  and  partly  obeyed 
the  unwilling  intimation,  and  retired  with  a  full 
intention  of  not  appearing  agmn  until  especially 
summoned  ;  from  which,  we  may  safely  infer, 
that  faithful  dependant  was  of  opinion  that  the 
difference  of  his  situation  in  life  did  not  disqua^ 
lify  him  to  sit  on  a  council  of  state  in  family 
matters ;  ctr  from  being  Admitted  to  the  confi- 
dence of  his  superiors. 

^^  And  now,''  said  the  matron,  with  studied 
and  ceremonious  stateliness,  '^  whilst  you  talk  to 
me  of  hearkening  to  reason,  what  possible  reason 
can  you  adduce  for  bringing  this  young  man 
into  yout  family,  after  cM  that  has  occurred. 
What  will  our  ndghbours  say  of  it? — What 
wiU  the  world  think  ?*' 

*^  The  world ! — a  wide  word  that — what  cares 
the  world  for  all  Dartmouth,  and  all  that's  in 
it ; — a  drop  o'  water  in  the  ocean.     But  as  for 
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the  young  man,  he's  as  innocent  as  a  diild.— -You 
were  always  alarmed;  but  I  told  you  there 
was  nothing  in  it ;  and  if  there  was,  too,  you 
ought  to  know  there's  nothing  more  likely 
than  opposition  to  bring  them  foul  of  one 
another/* 

*^  But  what  /  want  to  know  is,  how  the  pn>* 
fligate  can  again  shew  his  {ao^heret  Has  be 
attempted  to  account  for  his  former  conduct?" 
sud  she,  pacing  the  room  in  great  agitation — 
**  Has  he  attempted  to  explain  the  object  of  that 
odious  letter  ?  or  the  reason  of  his  abrupt  de> 
parture?** 

'*  Egad,  it^s  the  way  with  him,  I  believe — ^fbr 
his  arrival  is  still  more  abrupt — ^by  all  I  can 
learn,  he  came  here  like  a  sky-rocket/' 

*^  All  which,"  interposed  the  lady,  <<  con- 
vinces me  he  is  one  of  those  singular  characters, 
whose  acquaintance  can  be  no  acquisition." 

'*  Now,  as  to  that,  we  di£Fer  —  but  I  have 
pledged  my  word  he  shall  be  welcome,  and  can^ 
go  back ;  besides,  he*s  so  ill — I  couldn't  have  the 
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heart  to  drive  a  dog  from  my  door  in  his  shat- 
tered condition.^ 

<*  That/'  said  the  female  casuist,  ^<  would  be 
an  argument  for  admitting  ihe  plague.^ 

*^What  the  devil  do  you  know  about  the 
plague? — Are  you  fool  enough  to  believe  ifs 
contagious.  I  Ve  been  at  Smyrna,  and  all  over 
the  Levant,  and  never  was  afraid  of  it ;  but,  if 
that's  all,  hoist  the  yeUow  flag,  and  put  him  in 
quarantine  here.  Let  Tiller  att^ad  him  until 
he's  dean  bills  of  health." 

<<  It's  not  his  health.  Sir,  I  allude  to— 'tis 
the  moral  taint  of  his  society — ^the  plague-spot 
of  Kb^inism  that  I  dread.^ 

*'  Now,  atkete  again,  sister,  you're  wrong. — 
Give  him  his  run ;  he's  unable  to  do  any  harm  if 
he  wished;  which  I  don't  think  he  does.  But, 
mark  me  I  Young  people  hardly  ever  fall  in  love 
unless  you  go  between  'em,  and  put  such  stuff 
in  thar  heads  by  trying  to  keep  'em  asunder.'* 

**  Your  sentiments,  brother,  are  singular ; — 
they  are  your  own : — but  mine  have  a  right  to 
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be  respected.     I  see  nothinf;  but 

to  follow  ihis  step — and  resolved  I  am  thil — " 

This  colloquy  was  interrupted  by  the  Uooo- 
ing  Emily  herself,  who  came  smiling  into  tbt 
room,  and  observing  their  attitudes,  nbich  indi- 
Gated  strong  opposition  of  seDlimi'iit,  iumlwhH 
not  more  at  a  loss  to  conceive  the  cause  of  tbair 
jH-esent  disagreement,  than  to  aoooiint  for  iIh 
active  preparations,  made  and  making,  for  fit 
ting  up  a  room  hitheno  unoccupied.-— 

*'  What  new  inmate  do  you  expeut  ?"  md 
ibe  ;  '*  I  should  tliiak  it  was  no  latfy,  by  tbcw 
singulHT  prepamtionH." 

"  Not  more  singular  tlian  the  nr-j'i^*-^!^)  .'" 
scornfully  answered  her  mother- 

*<  I'm  sorry  it  m  so  singular,  for  ttu  poor  feU 
tow's  own  Bake,"  aaid  Crank — "but  it's  ail  tbc 
foKune  o'  war — aSoat  to-day — aground  to-mor- 
row !" 

£mily,  after  looking  alternately  in  their  faces. 
observed — 

"  Well,  when  this  mysterious  personage  ap- 
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pean,  it  is  to  be  presumed  the  inoogniio  will  be 
at  an  end-^at  present  you  both  seem  determined 
to  keep  the  secret.'' 

^<  You  shall  know  all,  my  dear^  in  good 
time;  but  at  present  I  wish  to  be  alone  with 
your  unde.^' 

'^**  Oh,  there's  no  occasion  for  her  absence — ^we 
are  only  talking  about  Burton,  who  has  met 
with  a  sad  accident,  and  landed  in  our  neighs, 
bourhood — he*s  coming  here  to  take  up  his 
quarters — " 

^' He  is  no  such  thing  I"  exclaimed  Mrs. 
Crank,  with  determination ;  whilst  a  deep  hue 
of  crimson  suffused  the  fine  features  of  Emily. 
The  excluflire  dominion  of  the  rose  was  as 
quickly  usurped  by  the  lily;  for  a  momott 
afterwards  an  ashy  paloieas  overspread  her 
oountenanoe.  This  rapid  transition  of  feeling 
escaped  not  the  watchful  and  penetrating  eye 
of  her  mother,  who  failed  not  to  infer  that  her 
varied  emotion  indicated  as  much  of  indignation 
asof  surprise. 
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<<  I  tell  you  what  it  it,  sister, — ^I^m  alwajs 
captain  of  my  own  ship.  So  the  leas  tliaeV 
said  on  that  subject  the  better..  The  feUow  now 
requires  a  friend — and  damme  if  I'll  desert 
himr 

A  momentary  hectic  in  Emily's  complexioD, 
seemed  to  indicate  that  she  was  suflering  an 
internal  struggle;  whilst  her  mother  refrained 
fiom  making  any  reply,  lest,  in  the  course  of 
their  contention,  Emily  should  be  put  in  pos- 
session of  that  explanation,  which  it  had  been 
all  abng  her  mother^s  policy  to  prevent.  Her 
malignant  star,  however,  prevailed.'— Crank'*s 
eagerness  to  defend  his  friend  triumphed  over 
the  resolution  the  reader  will  recollect  he  once 
had  jocularly  formed,  to  keep  them  both  in 
ignoriUice  as  to  the  real  state  of  Burton's  sra- 
timents ;  and  he  burst  forth  with .  an  intefro- 
gatory,  which  terrified  one^  and  surprised  the 
other. 

**  Hasn't  the  young  fellow  been  always  honoiuv 
able,  and  above-board  ? — That  letter  to    the 
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child,  too,  which  you  made  such  a  fuss  ■  about, 
was  natural  enough — ^if  you  knew  all  I  said  to 
him  on  the  subject'' 

*'  What  letter,  unde  ?"  exclaim^  Emily, 
thinking  her  prudence  impeached — '*  on  my 
honour— on  my  most  sacred  word — I  never  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  him,  or  any  man  breathing  i^ 
accompanying  this  assurance  with  a  flow  of  tears, 
which  might  with  greater  propriety  be  attri- 
buted to  the  indignation  she  felt  at  being  sus- 
pected of  entertaining  a  clandestine  correspon- 
dence, than  to  any  other  well-defined  feeling. 
Here  the  old  man  afiecuonately  took  her  by  the 
hand,  crying — 

^'  Cheer  up,  love — cheer  up— no  one  sus- 
pects you— your  mother  took  care  you  should 


never — •*' 


'<  Are  you  raving.  Sir  ?"  said  the  matron, 
casting  a  prohibitory  look  at  her  brother,  and 
now  alarmed  at  the  near  prospect  of  being  de- 
tected in  her  disingenuous  conduct  towards  her 
daughter. 
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captain^s  conduct,  as  the  very  heigbt  of  impru- 
dence, accident  liberated  her  from  her  embar- 
rassment ;  for  at  this  moment  the  gate>beU  rang, 
and  Senna  was  soon  after  seen,  leading  leisurely 
his  patient  past  the  window.  The  hospitable 
old  hero,  growling  great  guns,  bustled  immer 
diately  out  of  the  room  to  welcome  his  guest ; 
whilst  the  mother,  anxious  to  prevent  the  effect 
any  eclaircissement  might  have  on  her  daugh- 
ter's feelings,  contrived  to  get  between  her  and 
the  door,  and  thus  addressed  her — 

**  Emily,  my  dear  love,  you  will,  I  hope,  feel, 
that  in  this  instance  my  conduct  has  been  actu- 
ated solely  by  a  mother's  anxiety  for  the  welfare 
of  her  child.  The  suppression  of  the  letter 
may  seem  disingenuous ;  but  it  was  of  such  a 
nature,  that  I  was  induced,  through  regard  to 
your  feelings,  to  conceal  its  receipt — Your 
uncle's  unsuspecting  artlessness  saw  nothing  in 
it  objectionable ;  yet,  I  assure  you,  it  contained 
insinuations  which  I  would  give  the  xoarldy  even 
now,  to  be  assured  had  no  foundation.     If  the 
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letter  was  penned  purposely  to  throw  odium 
OD  my  child>  he  could  not  have  been  more  suc- 
cessful ;  and  if  he  contemplated  the  possibility 
of  its  falling  into  my  hands,  he  must  be  an  ac- 
complished Yillain.  I  can  say  no  more — time 
presses — ^your  uncle's  absurd  obstinacy  has  en- 
tailed his  society  on  us,  as  a  curse. — You  are  a 
girl  not  destitute  of  understanding— make  the 
best  use  of  it.  Be  watchful — ^be  vigilant ;  and 
remember  that  the  description  of  the  arch-fiend 
himself,  in  scripture,  is  not  less  applicable  to 
men  in  quest  of  fortune,  who  may  be  said-**  to 
go  about  like  roaring  lions,  seeking  whom  they 
may  devour/  " 

With  this  piece  of  advice,  enforced  by  the 
perversion  of  a  text  from  scripture,  not  for- 
getting the  accompaniment  of  a  maternal  kiss,  as 
is  usual  on  such  occasions,  to  sweeten  the  pill  of 
parental  advice,  she  released  her  daughter ;  and 
suddenly  assuming  a  face  all  smiles,  and  a  man- 
ner betokening  the  deepest  interest  in  the  young 
lieutenant's    misfortune,    she  repaired    to  the 


^ 
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(-room,  to  wdoome,  with  affected  cordi- 
alityt  the  man  die  meet  feared  and  hated  on 
earth. 

With  the  details  of  that  reception,  or  the 
effect  produced  on  Burton  by  the  kind  hearted^ 
nesa  of  the  old  gentleman,  by  the  affected  and 
hypocritical  cordiality  of  the  matron,  or  the 
quiet,  dignified  reserve  of  Emily,  we  will  not 
fatigue  our  readers ;  who  are  already  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  their  several  characters  and 
motives  of  action,  to  pourtray  these  particulars, 
by  the  aid  of  their  own  imagination,  with  as 
much  truth  and  effect  as  could  possibly  be  ac- 
complished ^y  laboured  description. 

Days  rolled  on  unmarked,  except  on  the  part 
of  Crank,  by  any  thing  further  than  an  inter- 
change of  mutual  distant  civilities  between  the 
females  of  the  family  and  the  invalid. — He  was 
rapidly  recovering  the  effects  of  his  accident,  yel 
no  opportunity  had  been,  or  seemed  likely 
to  be,  afforded  him,  of  ascertaining  the  state 
of  Emily's  mind. — ^He  felt  himself  under  the 
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jealous  survcftilaDce  of  that  most  cfiSective  en- 
gine of  domestic  policy,  a  wary  mothor^  eye. 
Without  betraying  her  object,  her  whole  time 
was  devoted  to  prevent,  by  every  species  ctf  fore- 
thought and  caution,  the  young  invalid  from 
having  a  moment  of  Emily's  society  alone. — 
With  thb  view  his  bell  was  answered  with  an 
alacrity  that  surprised  him;  every  want  was 
supplied  as  soon  as  made  known ;  and  it  ap- 
peared to  him  not  a  little  singular,  that  on  some 
of  these  occasions  he  could  distinguish,  by  the 
whiqpered  but  authoritative  mandate  to  the 
vant,  when  passing  her  sitting-room,  that  tbi 
attentions  were  the  result  of  that  proud  lady'^s 
personal  rq^ards  to  his  comforts;  a  circumstance 
which  not  a  little  tended  to  shake  his  previous 
conviction,  that  he  was  no  favourite  with  her, 
if  not  absolutely  an  object  of  h^r  dislike  or 
aversion.  Tiller,  also,  who  was  the  medium 
al  all  those  attentions  and  little  aasiduitiesy 
and  whose  jealousy  of  the  lieutoiant  bad  very 
much  abated,  through  a  feeling 
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found  himself  established  on  a  footing  of  favour, 
of  which,  to  speak  the  truth,  he  had  never 
been  ambitious.  As,  however,  he  was  a  fellow 
of  tough  principle,  and  sturdy  manner,  it  never 
entered  Burton's  head  to  make  use  of  him  as  a 
confidant ;  although  he  felt  it  every  day  became 
more  necessary  that  he  should  secure  some 
medium  of  privately  communicating  with  the 
object  of  his  hourly  encreasing  passion.  Like 
other  persons  in  his  situation,  he  was  sanguine 
enough  to  hope  that  accident  would  have  thrown 
such  opportunities  in  his  way.  In  this  belief, 
however,  he  found  himself  deceived ;  and  he  now 
discovered  that  the  maxim  was  no  less  true  in 
love  than  in  war — **  He  that  would  win  for- 
tune, must  woo  her.**  He  therefore  sedulously 
turned  his  thoughts  to  procure  himself  the  so 
much  wished-for  opportunity  as  speedily  as  pos- 
aUe;  more  particularly  as  his  rapid  convales- 
cence had  already  furnished,  at  the  dinner-table,  a 
topic  with  the  matron  for  dexterously,  though  po- 
litely, anticipating  his  departure  from  the  cottage. 
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WiUing  to  mmiid,  uid  yet  afriiil  to  Mrika. 


However  prudently  the  matron  had  digested 
lier  plans,  it  seemed  fated  tliat  the  good  feeling 
of  her  brother-in-law,  should  in  this,  as  in  many 
])re\  ious  instances,  prove  a  serious  obstruction  to 
the  attainment  of  her  object. — The  worthy  man 
had  all  along  sympathized  with  hh  young  friend, 
and  seemed  now  more  than  ever  disposed  to  en- 
list the  feelings  of  the  female  part  of  his  family 
in  his  favour. — He  so  far  possessed  himself  by 
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snatches  of  the  detuls  of  Burton's  misfortune 
as  to  disabuse  himself  of  his  original  error  in 
imagining  that  the  lieutenant  was,  as  he  had 
expressed  it,  <  another  Sky-rocket  Jack,'  blown 
up  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  landed  in  a  ditch 
at  Dartmouth. — ^Yet,  strange  as  it  may  seem, 
owing  to  the  pleasure  he  experienced  at  seeing 
his  young  friend  under  his  roof,  and  being  able 
to  render  him  a  service,  forty-^ght  hours  had 
nearly  elapsed  ere  he  was  undeceived  as  to  his 
supposed  aerial  flight  to  that  part  of  the  country. 
— ^After  dinner,  on  the  day  when  Mrs.  Crank 
had  so  pointedly  alluded  to  the  probability  of 
the  lieutenant's  departure  from  the  cottage,  the 
veteran,  as  was  his  custom,  challenged  his  friend 
to  a  bumper,  which  was  no  sooner  filled,  than 
he  took  the  young  oflScer  kindly  by  the  hand, 
and  said — 

^  111  give  you  a  toast. — Here's  success  to  you 
in  your  profession,  and  may  you  soon  hear  of 
your  appointment  to  another  ship." 

Burton  felt  himself  now  called  on  to  express 
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himsdf  in  appropriate  and  grateful  terms,  for 
the  kind  and  hoapitaUe  reception  be  had  ex- 
perienced ;  and  on  this  theme,  as  be  really  felt 
much,  he  perhaps  would  hare  been  doquent, 
had  not  Crank  cut  him  short,  by  cJboeifing — 

^*  All  that^s  very  pleasant  in  its  way,  my 
friend,  to  those  who  like  it — I  can*t  say  /  do— 
you*re  under  no  obligation,  bdieve  me : — ^but  if 
you  think  you  are,  you  may  square  the  yards  in 
this  way — ^by  giving  us  the  particulars  of  the 
loss  of  your  ship.** 

Burton  would  fun  have  declined,  but  his  dif- 
fidence to  speak  of  a  transaction  in  which  he 
might  have  said,  with  .Xnea$^ 

"  QcuBque  ipfe  miferrime  yidi 
£t  quorum  pan  magna  fui — " 

was  soon  overcome  by  Crank's  repeating  the 
request;  and  an  assurance,  false  as  respected 
one  of  the  persons  alluded  to,  that  *  the  women 
would  be  disappointed,  as  well  as  himself,  un- 
less he  began  the  narration.^ 
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Thus  encouraged,  he  threw  off  his  reluctance 
to  appear  egotistical,  and  proceeded  to  satisfy 
their  curiosity  by  a  connected  detail  of  the  whole 
transaction ;  and  there  is  much  reason  to  regret, 
both  for  our  own  sake,  as  well  as  the  reader^s^ 
that  none  of  the  party  were  sufficiently  versed  in 
the  stenographic  art,  to  have  taken  down,  in 
short  hand,  from  his  own  lips,  the  animated  de- 
scription of  the  awful  peril,  alarm,  and  distress* 
ing  hardships  endured  by  himself  and  his  com- 
panions on  that  disastrous  occasion ;  satisfied  we 
are,  that  were  it  in  the  reader's  power  to  con- 
trast it  with  that  which  we  have  feebly  endea* 
voured  to  sketch,  our  meagre  prosaic  attempt  at 
describing  a  scene  of  such  animating  interest, 
would  have  been  cdnsidered  beneath  the  style  of 
an  official  dispatch,  and  scarcely  fit  for  insertion 
in  the  ship*s  log-book. 

Had  there  been  no  previous  liaison  between 
two  such  susceptible  minds,  as  those  possessed 
by  our  young  friends,  the  history  of  such  suf- 
ferings was  Kkely  to  efcite  a  kindly  interest, 
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which  might  possibly  have  wanned  into  a  fonder 
feeling. — The  narrative,  from  being  at  first 
merely  circumstantial,  became  deeply  interesting 
to  all,  not  excepting  Mrs.  Crank,  who,  had  she 
calculated  on  its  results,  would  never  have  left  it 
in  the  power  of  accident  to  display,  in  so  favour- 
ible  a  light,  the  cliau-acter  of  a  man  she  had  90 
often,  through  motives  of  policy,  perhaps,  rather 
than  ill  will,  calumniated. 

As  the  story  proceeded,  the  veteran  grew  rest- 
less and  fidgetty  in  his  seat,  and  with  difficulty 
restrained  himself  from  interruption. — Port  of 
the  interest  was  lost  on  Mrs.  Crank,  from  the 
anxiety  with  which  she  watched  the  fine  expre^ 
give  features  of  her  daughter,  who,  like  Dido  of 
old,  manifested  all  those  alternations  of  fear, 
hope,  pity,  and  horror,  during  this  dtstresmng 
detail,  which  it  is  said  some  thousand  years  ago 
(for  nature  is  always  the  same,  and  true  to 
itself)  agitated  die  love-lorn  Queen  of  Carthage 
during  j^neas"  relation  of  the  disastrous  con- 


flagration of  Troy, — Whatever  feelings  might 
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have  been  excited  by  this  recital  in  other  persons, 
that  which  was  most  decidedly  serviceable  to  the 
views  of  the  narrator,  was  the  interest  which  the 
tale  of  toil  and  suffering  exdted  in  the  old 
officer's  breast.  —  He  made,  as  the  lieutenant 
proceeded,  all  the  young  sailor's  sorrows  his  own, 
and  with  an  enthusiasm  natural  to  his  character, 
the  narrative  was  scarcely  concluded,  ere  he 
jumped  up  from  his  seat,  and  strutt^  about 
the  room  with  a  determined  air,  that  seemed  to 
indicate  his  mind  was  made  up,  and  his  will 
should  be  law. — ^Then  looking  alternately  in  the 
face  of  Burton  and  that  of  his  sister,  from  whom 
he  almost  anticipated  open  opposition,  he  ex- 
claimed— 

^*  Sad  work — burnt  out — ^kit  lost — no  remu- 
neration !* — ^perhaps  no  chance  of  an  appmnt- 

*  In  all  caMt  of  ihipwieck  or  lois  by  fire,  the  oflkers  and 
seamen  of  bis  mi^ty's  ships  are  considered  as  unentitled  to 
remuneration  of  anykind^— The  practice  has  been  complained 
of  as  a  hardahip»biit  it  seems  consonant  with  soond  policy.— The 
conriction  of  neglect  of  discipline  or  precaution,  brings  its  own 
punishment  with  it,  which  is  sure  to  produce  the  most  salutary 


I  graspmg 
hflid,  be  nid — "  but  nerer 
want  s  fiiend  id  distress; — and  what's  more, 
hoy,  until  you  get  ancHber  ship,  you  dull  ren 
a  supernumerary  on  tbe  booki,  and  be 
at  the  cottage  as  loDg  as  you  like." 

A  cloud  quickly  oversliadowed  the  brow 
the  stalely  dame,  whose  oppoution  was  neut 
lized  by  the  previous  demon  si  ratioo  whia 
Crank  had  made  of  his  resolution.— An  c 
rupture  was  to  be  avoided  witli  a  man  of 
veteran's  determination  of  character;  who,  whfl 
ever  his  feelings  were  concerned,  usually 
eluded  every  argument  with  the  autboriiatil 
phrase — "  Recollect — I'm  captain  of  my  oi 
ship." 

This  politic    lady,  therefore,  despairing 
ncconiplisliiiig  her  object  by  storm,  resolved 

efficu.— Office  n  in  the  army,  on  board  truuporU,  mre  (oi 
tiuiM  rcmuncratod  uoder  limUar  circumRtuice*,  but  (ti 
uA'ty  ii  JD  other  buiil*  ifaui  their  oini,  ud  their  may  b«  a 
tldered,  when  on  board  ahip,  u  baiiif  a  completely  out  of  th 
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use  a  military  phrase,  to  proceed  by  sap. — The 
project  was  no  sooner  formed,  than,  with  a 
dexterity  highly  creditable  to  her  capacity,  she 
proceeded  to  put  part  of  it  into  execution,  by. 
adopting  the  line  of  conduct  most  likely  to  deceive 
her  opponent  and  lull  suspcion. — Her  plastic 
features,  with  admirable  facility,  assumed  a 
gracious  smile;  and  with  all  the  savoir  of  a 
woman  of  the  world,  who  felt  acquiescence, 
however  unpalatable,  would  not  be  impolitic, 
added  her  entreaties  to  those  of  her  brother,  that 
she  hoped  he  would  make  his  stay  as  long  as 
suited  his  convenience  and  interests :  observing, 
<^  that  it  was  not  likely,  however,  they  should 
have  that  pleasure  long,  as  it  was  imposnble  a 
gentleman  of  his  professional  character  and  merit 
would  be  sufiered  to  remain  unemployed.^ 

The  countenance  of  the  old  gentleman  seemed 
to  brighten  at  this  observaticm— perhaps  there 
was  as  much  of  trium{A  in  it  as  of  satisfifu^tion ; 
and  he  was  heard  to  mutter— 

^'  Changed  her  tune,  by  all  that's  braVe — must 

VOL.  II.  o 
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haVe  a  heart  like  a  horse  if  she  didn't" — a  senti- 
ment, in  which,  hut  for  the  coeneness  of  the 
allusion,  her  daughter  would  probably  have 
participated. 

As  in  the  regular  drama  the  ac[s  are  closed 
by  the  dropping  of  the  curtain, — the  interest  of 
this  scene  waa  effectively  interrupted  by  JUhfer 
Tiller's  intrusion,  to  drop  the  curtains  for  the 
night,  which  put  an  end  to  the  conversation, 
and  curtailed  our  adventurer's  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments. 

Although  Mrs.  Crank  perfectly  appreciated 
the  value  of  her  own  talents ;  (as  which  of  us 
poor  mortals  do  not  when  we  possess  them  r)  as 
well  as  of  her  tact  in  extricating  herself  from 
any  difficulty,  she  was  too  sensible  of  the  im- 
portance of  due  examination  and  reflection,  nni 
to  loi>k  into  the  scheme  her  genius  had  promptly 
furnished  her  with,  in  every  possible  light. — It  is 
not  therefore  to  be  wondered  at  she  was  ex- 
tremely taciturn  during  the  rest  of  the  evening, 
ind  made  indis)nsition   a  pretext  for  retiring 
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early  to  rest  and  breaking  up  the  family 
party. 

For  several  hours  her  bed  was  any  thing  but 
a  place  of  repose — 

"  Not  pq»py>  nor  mancUgon, 

Nor  all  the  drowsy  sjrupt  of  the  world/* 

«  could  med'eine^'  her  ^*  to  sweet  sleep,^  until 
day-light  broke  in  upon  her  unfinbhed  lu- 
cubrations. 

Baffled  as  she  had  been  in  her  calculations  by 
the  unexpected  return  of  Burton  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood, in  consequence  of  the  singularly  ill- 
timed  accident,  which  had  thrown  him,  as  it  were, 
on  their  humanity,  and  the  increased  probability 
of  his  continuing  yet  longer  an  inmate  of  the 
house ;  she  felt  still  greater  cause  for  alarm,  at 
perceiving  he  was  rapidly  establishing  his  claim  to 
herdaughter'sesteem,  if  not  affection,  through  the 
blind  partiality,  as  she  termed  it,  of  her  brother- 
in-law  for  a  poor  professional  parvenue.-^In  fact, 
she  began  to  entertain  apprehensions  that  Crank, 

o2 
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and  ere  she  had  completed  her  devodonal 
exercises  of  the  morning;  or  the  stilt  more 
devoutly  observed  ceremonials  of  the  toilette, 
she  had  adjusted  the  whole  plan  of  opera- 
tions, and  nicely  calculated  the  chances  of 
success. 

Although  sleep  had  been  altogether  a  stranger 
to  her  pillow,  no  one  who  had  marked  the  self- 
possession  and  calmness  which  sat  upon  her 
countenance,  as  she  entered  the  breakfast-room 
in  the  morning,  would  have  conjectured  that 
the  fever  of  ambition  had,  durmg  the  live-long 
night,  banished  all  repose;  or  that,  notwith* 
standing  the  air  of  easy  indifference  she  assumed, 
she  was  actually  devidng  how  she  could  ward 
off,  by  one  piece  of  duplicity,  the  consequences 
of  another. — 

A  favourable  opportunity  presented  itself  for 
the  completion  of  her  project ;  for,  immediately 
after  breakfast.  Miss  Wilson  called  on  her 
daughter,  and  both  soon  after  repaired  to  make 
some  morning  calk  in  the  ndghbourhood. — Ob- 
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He  knew  not  how  to  reooncfle 
Such  language,  with  her  nsual  style, 
And  yet  her  worda  were  lo  ezjnreat. 
He  could  not  hope  she  spoke  in  jest. 


Swift. 


Here  was  an  honouraUe  compromise, 
A  half-way  boose  of  diplomatic  rest— 

Bvaov. 


The  portly  village  doctor  was  busy,  pestle  in 
hand,  pounding  cuttle-fish  shell  to  form  a  denti- 
frice for  the  identical  lady  who  now  entered 
the  apartment ;  which  alternately  served  him  as 
study,  surgery,  laboratory,  and  sometimes  dis- 
secting-room.   Luckily,  at  this  moment.  Master 
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$enitig  that  thti  cdatt  was  clear,  and  calculstin^ 
on  the  usual  tediousness  of  these  tiresonH 
testim(»iiala  of  fashionable  r^ard,  she  seiird 
the  ftfftunate  chance  thus  aSbrded  of  putdng 
her  plan  into  instant  cxecutioo,  and  sallied  forth 
—  Will  it  be  asked  ¥.here ? 
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Robert  Rufus,  his  associate  in  the  healing  at 
was  absent:  liis  professional  assistance  hai' 
been  solicited  by  Lady  Deborah  Outang, 
behalf  of  a  sick  monkey,  whose  thread 
existence  had  been  considered  in  great  dange 
from  the  scissors  of  Atropos ;  owing,  as  it 
supposed,  to  a  sudden  and  alarming;  attacL 
paralysis. 

"  Dear  me,  doctor, — I  consider  myself  parti 
cularly  fortunate  to  find  you  thus  alone,"  sx 
Mrs.  Crank,  who  in  her  hurry  had  forgotten  i 
close  the  door  by  which  she  entered. 

The  doctor,  after  having  kindly  assisted  her 
a  seat,  and  returned  her  greeting,  imagining 
from  her  exordium,  that  one  of  those  my 
com  muni  cations,  not  unusual  between  some 
tients  and  their  medical  men,  was  on  the  ta^ 
cautiously  crept  on  tiptoe  to  the  door,  which 
closed  with  an  affected  niysteriousness  suiteil 
the  occasion — 

"  I  am  obliged,  doctor,  for  this  consider! 
csution.      Since  the  decease  of  my  sainted  ht 
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bond,  my  affairs  are  secret  to  all  the  world,  with 
the  exoeption  of  yourself/' 

A  profound  bow  of  acknowledgment  fol* 
lowed  this  complimentary  confession. 

'^Secrecy,  my  dear  Madam,  is  the  soul  of 
the  profession ;  and,  let  me  add,— -its  safeguard 
also." 

^*  How  admirably  expressed  I'^ 

*'  You  are  pleased  to  compliment,  Madam.^' 

<*  Imposnble  !'--«ompUment  alwmys  implies 
flattery«-^your  merit  challenges  commendation." 

The  opening  of  this  eulogistic  battery,  or 
royal  stilute,  seemed  for  a  moment  to  stagger 
the  doctor.  Bobbing;  his  hands  with  infinite 
delight,  he  made  a  doser  approach  to  die  lady^s 
person.  He  had  hitherto  ooniidered  himielf  a 
favourite  with  her;  and  in  that  oonTiction  he 
had  been  encouraged  by  many  wdl-timed  con- 
descensions ;  in  most  instances  slight,  biit  betdcei^ 
ing  a  preference  lor  his  society  as  a  profesdonal 
man,  who  understood  the  value  of  pKalnlity  of 
character; — a  quality  which  ladies^  like  his  fair 
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visitant,  proportioDally  prize  in  others.  But  ibij 
unwonted  strain  of  exaggerated  CDComium,  cuni< 
bined  with  lier  secrecy  of  manner,  threw  hicn  coo 
pletely  off  his  guard ;  and  his  anxiety  to  arrive  i 
the  myeieriouB  truth  had  well  nigh  involved  hii 
in  the  indiscretion  of  professionally  alluding  to 
slight  obesity  of  habit,  which  he  had  faitheiH 
attributed  to  sedentary  avocations.  A  leading 
question,  as  to  the  state  of  her  health,  wason  tl 
lip  of  his  tongue,  which  would  inevitably  hai 
damned  him  for  ever  in  her  good  opinion  ;  hi 
not  the  lady,  whose  affairs  were  of  too  preM 
ing  a  nature  to  tolerate  either  circumlocut 
or  misconstruction,  set  him  right ;  and  hun 
directly  to  acquaint  him  with  her  object. 

"  But  to  address  myself    to   the   particull 
point  upon  which  I  wish  your  advice  :  you 
aware,"   continued   she,    "  of    the  unfortui 
situation  in  which  I'm  placed." 

Here  the  doctor  protested  his  innocence  ^ 
a  face  in  which  it  was  impossible  to  say  whetlM 
incredulity  or  surprise  moat  predominated. 
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Thai  attachineDt  which  you  cannot  but  have 
suspected — *' 

^<  Mcy  dear  Madam/'  interrupted  Senna, 
*^  never  up  to  this  hour." 

**  No  ?  upon  your  veracity  ?'* 

*^  No,  on  my  honour,'^  exclaimed  the  kindling 
apothecary,  <<  I  assure  you.  On  the  respect,  on 
the  deep  regard  let  me  add,  which  I  trust,^^  said 
he,  flinging  himself  from  his  seat  on  his  knees 
before  her,  ^  I  have  uniformly  evinced  towards 
you ** 

<*  Pardon  me,  doctor,**  interrupted  the  lady, 
reining  in  her  condescension  as  she  bq;an  to  be 
apprehensive  that  its  cause  was  misunderstood ; 
**  you  appear  to  labour  under  a  misconception — 
rise.  Sir.** 

There  were  two  professional  words  in  the  last 
sentence,  which  completely  set  the  doctor^s  in- 
tellects obstetrically  wandering.  For  whom,  or 
to  whom  the  allusion  was  intended,  he  still  was 
al  a  loss ;  but  having  made  one  cajntal  error,  he 
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was  determined  not  to   blunder  again,    so  be 
patiently  waited  to  take  up  bis  cue. 

"  That  wnfortvnate  attachment  vhicb  I 
always  dreaded  might  result  from  the  growiog 
intimacy  of  the  parties ;  an  intimai^  which  had 
happily  been  interrupted,  if  not  for  ever  fot' 
gotten,  but  for  the  absurd  obstinacy  of  thit 
indomitable  mon —  (but  I'll  not  use  a  hanit' 
term)  man.  Captain  C,  is  more  than  likely 
baffle  all  my  attempts  to  quench  it,  unless  fn 
measures  be  devised." 

Senna,  still  at  a  loss,  looked  UDutlerablff 
things,  but  said  not  a  word. 

"  All  that  caution,  or  prudent  concealment' 
— Here,  again,  Senna  involuntarily  started,  aDii 
seemed  relapsing— 

"Could  do,"  resumed  the  lady,  "has  hem 
done ;  but  things  are  now  gone  too  far,  uoia 
you  kindly  assist  us." 

Senna,  in  his  miod's  eye,  had  already  takea 
retrospective  glance  over  the  whole  bixly  « 
pharmacy,   or,   as  it  is  technically  called,   tbi 
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Pharmacopeia  Londmensis^  for  what  purpose 
was  best  known  to  himtelf^  then  turning  round 
with  a  face  of  the  moot  servile  obsequiousness,  he 
answered— 

*^  You  know,  my  dear  Madam,  you  may  com* 
mand  my  sendees  to  any  extent.*^ 

*<  So  I  felt  confident,^'  said  she ;  ^*  and,  to  be 
catidid  with  you,  doctor,  every  thing  must  now 
depend  on  your  ingenuity.  You  know,  I^m 
sure,  that  these  things  have  been  done  before.^ 

*^  Oh,  constantly,  my  dear  Madam  I — €very 
day.    Well ;  but  to  come  to  the  point — ^" 

'<  Yes,^  replied  she,  but  still  hesitated  to  pro* 
oeed. 

(« Would  it  not  be  as  well,*'  rejoined  the 
apothecary,  **  to  apprize  me  of  some  of  the 
kadkig'  symptoms.^ 

**  Symptoms  1— symptoms  !'^  rriterated  Mrs. 
Crank.  <<  I  fear,  doctor,  you  have  not  compre- 
hended my  meaning— exi^idtneas  becomes  a 
duty,  although  delicacy  towards  my  daughter 
forbids  me  to  disclose  her  situation.    But  to 
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you,  as  a  friend  of  the  family,  and  who  liare 
often  kindly  expressed  that  interest  which  I 
certain  you  feel  in  our  welfare,  1  trust  I 
candidly  avow  that,  which,  to  living  bei 
except  yourself,  should  never  have  escaped 
lips," 

Here  was  fresh  food  for  wonder ;  his  ej 
dilated,  his  nostrils  were  distended,  aad 
patulous  ears  seemed  to  suck  intelligence  instini 
tively,  Bt  every  syllable  as  she  proceeded. — 1% 
kdy  perceiving,  from  the  sudden  alteration! 
his  countenance,  that  he  had  already  anticipatH 
some  unwarrantable  inference,  as  respected 
(laughter's  fair  fame,  resumed — 

"  But  mark  me!  doctor, — that  neither 
daughler's  conduct  nor  principles  are  to  be 
pugned — nor  do  I  imagine,  brought  up,  aa  sU 
has  been,  with  all  the  aid  of  moral  and  reli^a 
instruction,  whicli  it  has  been  my  pride  to  infii 
from  her  earliest  infancy,  that  it  would  be  pc 
sihle  she  should  ever  forget  what  is  due  to  ht 


self  and  her  family." 
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This  sermoniziDg  tirade  was  so  fiur  from 
throwing  any  light  upon  the  person  intended  to 
be  enlightened,  that  he  fell  into  a  conviction 
opposite  to  that  which  the  matron  intended 
should  have  been  the  effect  of  her  ekxjuence : 
and,  as  is  natural  under  such  circumstances,  be 
now  attributed  all  this  drcumlocution  to  an 
anxiety  natural  on  the  part  of  a  parent  to  pal- 
liate a  daughter's  imprudence. 

<<  You  should,  doctor,  be  apprized*-^ 

A  thundering  bump  at  the  door,  occasioned 
by  the  application  of  the  nether  extremity  of 
Mister  Robert  Rufus*s  person  on  the  outside,  in 
consequence  of  his  finding  the  latch  refused  its 
office,  fcHtunately  interrupted  the  confabulation, 
which,  finom  its  want  of  point,  might  otherwise 
have  been  carried  far  enough  to  fiitigue  the 
patience  of  the  reader. 

Senna  flew  from  his  seat  in  a  passion — and, 
like  the  <<  true  blood  of  C«sar,^'  was  seen 

— *'  Rtuhiog  out  of  doort»  to  be  retolTtd 
If  BrntuB  M  nnkindlf  knocks  or  ao :" 
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md  in  the  eagernestof  the  one  to  iotnide^  nd 
the  other  to  repel  the  mTaskm,  thAr  heads  came 
dap  in  collision  with  a  forces  which»  had  the 
Of yhmiw  of  either  been  leas  strongly  fortified  bj 
nature^  or  the  cerebral  matt«r  of  a  move  tender 
and  suiceptible  substancei  might  hmre-  aflforded 
an  opportunity  to  the  other  practitioner  of  tre- 
panning the  sufferer's  skuU^  and  in  the  attempt 
perhaps  **  eased''  him,  to  speak  poetically^  <<  of 
this  load  of  life." 

This  interruption  recalled  the  interiocutora  to 
a  sense  of  the  value  of  fleeting  time,  and  of  the 
probability  that  the  thread  of  their  oommanion 
might  be  again  equaUy  unseasonably  l»ok«n  off. 
As  soon,  therefore,  as  the  luckleaa  wight  had 
been  despatched  by  Senna  with  a  reprimand, 
Mrs.  Crank,  dismissing  the  small  remnant  of 
mauvaise  honte  which  lingered  in  her  nature^ 
proceeded,  in  a  more  bunness-like  manner^  to 
state  the  reasons  of  her  visit,  and  detail^  in  a 
connected  chain,  the  symptoms  (as  Mr.  Senna, 
she  observed,  would  have  called  them)  of  ap 
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proaching  disorder  In  the  family  body.  For 
she,  oonfonnably  with  her  peculiar  system  of 
action  (founded  on  what  are  termed  approved 
worldly  maxims),  had  always  considered  and 
treated  love  as  a  species  of  contagion — ^if  not  the 
plague  itsdf.  Dissenting  from  the  enlightened 
medico-philosophers  of  the  day,  who  have 
alarmed  the  southern  maritime  states  of  Europe 
by  the  innovating  prindple  that  the  plague  is 
not  contagious;  her  principle  of  action  was 
diametrically  opposite,  from  entertaining  the 
firm  conviction  and  belief,  that  as  no  attachment 
eould  take  [dace  between  parties  without  doming 
in  collioon,  so  the  contagion,  however  violent} 
must  cease  to  propagate  itself,  and  finally  be 
extirpated,  provided  the  enamoured  pair  were 
carefully  removed  from  the  posalnlity  of  coming 
into  future  contact  From  the  symptoms  enu^ 
merated,  she  was  compelled  to  admit,  that,  as 
respected  her  daughter,  these  were  not  of  so 
decided  a  character;  though  she  was  rather 
disposed  to  attribute  their  bemg  checked,  to  her 
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own  judicious  method  of  treating  ibem  in 
early  stage: — whilst  she  regretted,  in 
deep  anxiety  and  alarm,  that  the  disease 
played  itself  witli  a  virulence  and  violence  in  dl 
male  subject,  which  threatened  infection  in  il 
worst  shape ;  and  bid  fair  to  defeat  all  III 
anxious  precaution.  t 

Senna  protested,  and  possibly  with  truth,  tb 
never  during  his  experience  had  he  witnessed 
similar  instance  of  bo  judicious  an  adaptation  of 
physical  terms  to  metaphysical  subjects ;    and 
concluded  his  warm  compliment  to  her  talent 
observing,  that  she  had  succeeded  id  that  m 
difficult  of  all  oratorical  attempts,  which  a 
sisted  in  making  the  figures  she  had  bo  ju 
ciously  selected  at  once  illuminative  and  cor 
borative  of  her  facts.     "But,"  continuet]   i 
professor  of  physic,  "  having  now,  Madam,  | 
over   what   we  consider  the   main   point,    the 
vommathn  of  the  diseaw — the  next  step  is  to 
prescribe  a  remedy." 

"  There,  doctor,  you  must  allow  me  to 
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trude  on  your  prerogative.  What  that  remedy 
is,  /have,  upon  the  most  mature  deliberation, 
resolved.'* 

*^  Just  so;  and,  give  me  leave  to  say,  in  excel- 
lent hands." 

'<  To  be  brief,  then.  There  is  every  reason 
to  believe,  that  the  unhappy  interest  which  this 
young  man  has  excited  in  my  brother,  both  as 
a  professional  man,  as  well  as  from  his  late 
sufferings  and  aoddent,  will  be  the  means  of 
prolonging  his  stay,  and  affording  him  opportu* 
nities  of  interes^g  my  daughter  still  more 
strongly  in  his  favour.  You  know  the  value  of 
the  proverb-—^  Opportunity  and  importunity.*^ 

^^Justso.** 

<<  One  thing  at  least  is  certain,  that,  beggared 
as  he  now  is,  we  shall  be  saddled  with  him 
perhaps  for  months ;  for  only  yesterday,  after 
the  recital  of  his  sufferings  at  lea^  which  cer- 
tainly were,  if  trui,  rather  singular  and  touch- 
ing—our perverse  but  kind  fnend,  MtferJike, 
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^^  God  forbid,  my  dear  friend  ! — to  be  sure, 
violent  diseases  require  violent  remedies.  Yet, 
perhaps,  an  dUerative  might  be  administered 
with  success.^ 

**  You  will  excuse  me — I  feel  as  a  mother,  and 
cannot  temporise  with  my  solicitude. — Vigorous 
measures  alone  can  preserve  us — and  you  have 
assured  me  of  your  kind  co-operation.^ 

Again  the  doctor  was  destined  to  be  at  fault. 
— But  as  the  innuendo  was  dreadful  and  ap- 
palling, prudence  prompted  him  to  be  silent* 

**  Upon  your  dexterity  and  skill,  as  a  profes- 
sional man,  and  a  man  of  the  world,  I  implicitly 
rely. — It  is  in  your  power  and  your's  only,  to 
remove  him !" 

The  colour  deserted  every  feature  of  the 
doctor's  bewildered  countenance. — He  positively 
gasped  for  breath  at  the  conclusion  of  this 
speech ;.  during  which  he  had  been  calculating 
with  himself  what  might  be  her  ultimate  aim  : 
But  this  ambiguous  proposal,  coupled  with  the 
urgency  of  her  preceding  appeal,   made  him 
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xx>nfined  to  looks  alone. — His  constitution  seems 
renovated,  and  be  perfectly  astonished  me  by 
the  alacrity  with  which  he  bustled  down  here 
the  day  of  Mr.  Burton's  accident^ 

*^  Appearances  may  be  deceitful — I  have 
nearer  opportunities  of  observing  him  than  you 
— not  that  I  would  impeach  your  professional 
skill,  for  which  I  have  the  highest  respect — ^but 
from  certain  appearances,-*-minMi^  certainly,  and 
almost  indescribable ;  I  venture  to  give  it  as  my 
decisive  opinion,  that  he  is  on  the  eve  of  some 
important  change  (or  the  worst.^ 

^^  I  confess  my  observations  lead  me  to  a 
different  inference — more  particularly  as  he  has 
been  taking  the  ^  preventive  drcpsJ*  ^^ 

*^  Of  drops,  or  of  medicine,  I  have  little  hope 
— ^perhaps,  already  he  has  taken  too  much. — 
Change  of  air,— change  of  scene,  doctor,  seems 
most  likely  to  accomplish  our  object."*^ 

^'  Oh !"  drawled  out  the  doctor,  with  unaffect- 
ed surprise,  as  if  awakening  from  a  dream — ^^  I 
now,  for  the  first  time,  perceive  your  drifl — 


pardon  the  phrase— I  should  raiher  have  s 
the  a— purport  of  your  first  a — intentioos." 

'*  Well,  excuse  me, — but  from  your  doubtful 
manner,  it  appeared  to  mc  that  tkit  was  not  one 
ofyourir^A(  mornings, — Buttoreeume, — don't 
you  think  it  would  be  adviseable  to  order  him  to 
Bath,  or  say  Chellenham^it  is  a  matter  perhaps 
of  indifference — change  of  scene  being  of  as 
much  consequence  as  any  thing  el»e  in  this 
instance  P" 

**  Why — wh — y  a — as  to  the  policy  of  the 
thing,  I  don't  dispute  it  may  be  necessary — but 
I  should  rather  the  suggestion  came  from  anv 
mie  else. — You'll  please  to  recollect,  my  good 
Madam,  that  professional  reputation  is  some- 
thing with  the  world — to  me  everything — I 
flatter  myself  my  treatment  has  been  judicioiu, 
and,  give  me  leave  to  add,  eminently  successful — 
conudering  his  habits  of  life." 

'*  All  that,  my  dear  Sir,  we  don't  dispute." 
"  I  feel  your  kindness  in  that  admtsfnoD — But 
you  must  be  aware  of  the  eflect  my  giving  V 
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up  will  create  abroad— jts  unfavourable  impres- 
sion as  to  my  ddll— and  that,  too,  at  the  moment 
when  be  is  on  the  eve  of  a  cure. — It  was  only  the 
other  day  he  was  propositi  to  remove  the 
bandage  from  his  leg,  alleging  he  felt  it  unne- 
cessary. But  /,  as  a  matter  of  jure  precaution, 
could  not  possibly  listen  to  it — Besides — ^this 
would  be  to  relinquish  a  triumph  into  the  hands 
of  the  next  medical  man  he  may  consult,  who 
will  thus  avail  himself  of  all  the  judicious;  treat- 
ment which  I  have  so  long  practised,  with  almost 
a  certain  h<^  of  completely  renovating  his  con* 
stitution. — See,  Madam!  the  sacrifice  I  must 
thus  make,  both  as  to  the  gratitude  which  he 
must  feel  he  owes  me  for  my  exertions,  and  the 
still  more  important  sacrifice  of  my  professional 
reputation :  which  latter  is  the  greater,  from  the 
very  circumstance  of  recommending  a  change  of 
air : — which,  you  yourself  are  well  aware,  the 
world  now  very  uncharitably  begins  to  consider 
the  surest  symptom  of  a  medical  man's  despair 
of  his  patient ;  and  an  inhuman  abandonment  of 
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liim  to  his  fate,  as  though  death  were  inevitab 
— You,  Madam,  can  see  no  reason ;  at  least, 
see  none,  strong  enough  to  induce  me  so  wa 
tonly  to  sacrifice  reputation.'' 
-    "  Oh  !  certainly,  by  no  means." 

**  Yet,^'  continued  the  doctor,  rising  in  toi 
as  well  as  in  importance  of  manner,  as  if  warm( 
by  his  own  eloquence,  *^  character  is  coin.- 
Besides,  there  is  something  due  to  the  feelings 
the  old  gentleman — what  will  he  think  of  beii 
so  unceremoniously  handed  over  to  strangen 
Did  my  practice  permit  it^  or  could  my  oth 
atients  be  reconciled  to  my  absence,  I  might,  t 
accompanying  him,  remove  some  of  the  objection 
— Then — Will  he  submit  to  the  treatment  < 
strangers,  with  all  the  reluctance  he  has  man 
fcsted  to  medicine,  and  his  contempt  of  pr 
fessional  advice  ?  The  difficulties  I  have  exp 
rienced  in  this  respect,  have,  as  you  well  knoi 
Madam,  only  been  overcome  by  his  con^derin 
me,  for  some  time  past,  more  in  the  light  of 
friend,  than  a  physician. — But,  above  all,  shoul 


SECRET    SERVICES.  315 

he  detect,  or  but  suspect  the  imposition  practised 
on  him;  it  is  pretty  evident  I  shall  forfeit 
for  ever  his  good  opinion  and  confidence." 

*<  All  you  have  said,  Sir,"  said  Mrs.  Crank, 
with  a  smile;  which  was  half  of  a  sneer,  **  is 
very  plausible  y  and  I  properly  appreciate  your 
tenderness  for  Captun  Crank's  feelings. — But  I 
imagine  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  calm  all  that 
amiable  anxiety  you  have  expressed  for  him,«- 
by  one  word,  and  in  thus  alluding  to  it  ju>io 
distinctly,  it  will  save  me  the  trouble,  and  you 
the  embarrassment,  of  its  being  offain  rung  in 
your  ears-^which  is,  that  whatever  sacri/ke  you 
may  imagine  you  make,  in  relinquishing  the 
captun  as  a  patient,  shall  be  amply  remunerated, 
I  give  you  my  solemn  assurance. — And  now, 
Sh*,  it  remains  for  you  to  decide — and  it  is  only 
candid  to  apprise  you,  that  the  decision  will  be 
impcMtani  as  wdl  to  your  own  interests  as  to 
ours— for  taking  a  Ugh  authority  in  this  instance 
as  my  guide,  I  shall  determine — ^  he  that  is  not 
,/&r  us^  is  agamti  us.'  ^ 
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The  dreams  of  an  armed  ncutrelitj,  in  wl 
the  doctor  had  hugged  himself,  were  by 
talismanic  touch  of  female  artifice  diuipali 
into  "  thiu  air.'"  As  a  man,  who  had 
trenched  himself  in  a  strong  hold,  which  fv 
hitherto  imagined  impregnable,  surrenders  at 
discretion,  the  moment  he  is  surprised  by  find- 
ing the  enemy  in  the  citadel ;  so  the  pi 
copolist,  who  had  fortified  himself  in  profe 
of  feeling,  and  flourishes  of  declamation,  whtt^ 
he  BLipposed  were  insurmountable ;  the  moment 
be  became  apprelionsive  that  his  interest  was  it 
stake,  wisely  determined  to  heal  the  chamadt, 
and  capitulate  in  time,  ere  mattera 
extremities. 

"  Welt,  my  dear  Madam,  it  must  be  coofc 
it'saeaje  of  difficulty — but  we  must  see  what 
be  done.  I  consent  to  postpone  a — my  interei 
yours  shall  be — a — paramount ; — and,  give  mi 
leave  to  add,  the  sacrifice  is  the  more  Dicrit£ 
riouE,  as  your  assurances,  however  kindly 
have  certainly  been  but  obscurely  defined 
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on  your  present  assurance,  I  shall,  however,  im- 
plicitly rely." 

With  an  address  worthy  of  the  best  days  of 
Italian  diplomacy,  the  lady  simpered,  and  af- 
fected a  slight  confusion ;  expressing,  in  a  soft- 
ened voice,  her  surprise  at  his  not  perceiving 
that,  circumstanced  as  she  was,  ddicacy  must 
prevent  her  being  more  explicit. 

Cerberus  himself  was  never  taken  with  so 
palatable  a  sop: — The  victory  was  complete; 
and  the  man  was  her  own,  body  and  soul. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


AN  EXPLANATION. 


They  were  alone  once  more. 

Btbov. 


It  has  become  an  adage  in  human  affairs  that 
**  man  proposes,  Heaven  disposes" — a  truism  so 
general,  that  it  embraced  even  the  case  of  Mrs. 
Crank,  although  a  female — for  while  she  was 
thus  providing  against  po6»ble  future  ill,  that 
occurrence  which  it  had  been  all  along  an  object 
nearest  her  hc'irt  to  prevent,  actually  took  place. 

In  consequence  of  not  finding  at  home  the 
greater  number  of  those  acquaintances  on  whom 
she  called,  Emily  having  parted  with  her  friend 
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near  that  lady's  residence,  returned  earlier  thanbjr 
her  vigilant  mother  had  been  expected ;  and  bad 
sat  herself  down  in  the  drawing-room,  when  the 
lieutenant  entered,  pleasure  beaming  in  his  eje ; 
the  result  of  those  hopes  and  anticipations  which 
now  <<  thick  fluttered^'  round  his  heart.  This  waa 
the  first  time  he  had,  since  his  abode  at  the  co^ 
tage,  seen  Emily  alone,  even  for  a  moment ;  and  as 
it  was  naturally  to  be  expected  that  such  an  oa- 
currence  should  long  since  have  taken  place  by 
accident,  he  began  to  imagine  that  the  interdic- 
tion of  her  society  in  private  must  be  the  result 
of  design;  although  still  rather  dubious. as  to  its 
author.  He  had,  however,  calculated  on  the 
opportunity  certainly  occurring  within  a  much 
shorter  period  than  that  which  had  elapsed  since 
his  stay ;  and,  as  is  natural,  under  drcumstanoes 
where  a  much  desired  event  is  unaccountably 
postponed,  he  considered  the  chance  daily  im- 
proved, until  he  now  felt  convinced  it  approxi- 
mated to  certmnty.  As  he  was  unconscious  of 
any  slight  towards  the  object  of  his  afiectiona,  be 
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£elt  more  sensibly  the  value  of  an  opportunii 
tf  an  explanation,  which  might,  he  trusted,  r 
move  that  reserve  which  marked  her  condu 
toiprards  him ;  and  restore  that  happier  intimai 
and  friendly  cordiality  which  formerly  subsist 
between  them.  It  was  not  wonderful,  therefoi 
that  every  day  which  intervened  seemed  t 
•hort,  because  it  afforded  no  such  opportunity 
whilst,  as  he  added  it  to  the  number  of  the 
already  spent  in  doubt  and  anxiety  since  becoi 
ing  an  inmate  at  the  cottage,  the  aggr^ate 
time  appeared  to  him  intolerably  long  ai 
tedious. 

It  may  easily  be  conceived  that,  in  this  situ 
tkm  of  mind,  the  lieutenant  was  not  disposed 
let  the  present  opportunity  be  lost.  NotwitI 
standing  the  anxiety  he  felt  to  put  an  end 
these  perplexities,  yet  now,  when  alone  with  tl 
woman  he  adored,  he  found  the  task  of  attemp 
ing  an  explanation  fraught  with  difficulties  I 
had  never  before  attributed  to  it.  There  seen 
to  be  a  busy  demon  ever  in  the  path  of  lover 


even  of  the  purer  order; — and  possibly  more  fre- 
quently \vith  such  persons  than  with  spirits  <^ 
less  exalted  sentiment,  whose  constant  office  it  is 
to  create  misunderstandings  which  should  never 
have  arisen  between  rational  beings,  to  conjure 
up  those  tormenting  and  unappeasable 
sations,  which  arise  from  too  scrupulous  an 
exaction  of  attention,  too  refined  an  idea  of 
human  nature,  or  too  subtle  snd  intrusive  a 
feeling  of  self-respect.  Of  these  three  just  men- 
tioned, women  appear  to  be  haunted  by  the  two 
former ;  whilst  the  last,  which,  by-tbe-bye,  like 
all  other  sensations  founded  on  self,  is  the  more 
difficult  to  overcome,  starts  up  like  a  spectre  to 
scare  the  male  eentimentaiist  from  his  object; 
and  render  him  the  victim  of  his  own  overweeiv 
iog  refinement.  On  this  rock  (to  change  the 
6gure,  since  Burion  was  not  an  immalerialist) 
he  found  himself  most  likely  to  strike ;  in  con- 
sequence of  entertaining  an  idea,  that  were  he 
the  first  to  demand  or  entreat  an  explanation,  it 
might  be  thence  inferred  that  be  felt  i 
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something  in  his  conduct  had  occasioned  lli 
teserve  wliich  he  so  much  regretted.  Sen 
perhaps,  had  this  intermeddling  spirit  been  mo 
tffeetively  busied  in  disturbing  the  good  undt 
Standing  and  harmony  which  subsisted  bettrei 
two  persons,  who  previously  esteemed  eai 
other,  than  in  the  present  instance.  One  di£ 
culty,  which,  however,  had  been  considered  i; 
surmountable,  and  that  loo  with  rea^n,  m 
removed,  and  boili  parties  had  now  an  opportt 
nity  of  communicating  freelyand  explaining  the 
sentiments  without  the  intervention  of  a  thii 
person.  T!ic  next  difficulty  to  be  removed  wa 
who  should  concede  the  point,  and  beg^o  U 
explanalion,  which,  between  two  persons  wl 
separately  feh  they  had  nothing  wherewith  1 
upbraiil  themselves,  was  one  of  rather  difficu 
adjustment.  In  the  middle  of  deliberations  4 
this  nature  the  clock  struck  *  four,'  and  tl 
last  stroke  of  the  bell  awoke  him  to  a  sense  i 
the  value  of  those  moments  he  was  thus  waslin 
in  subtle  and  futile  casuistry,  and  remiadetl  hu 
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that  the  summons  for  dinner  might  be  momen- 
tarily expected.  He  felt  the  importance  of  this 
opportunity  for  explanation — ^his  scruples  were 
overbalanced  by  his  anxiety.  By  singular  good 
fortune  he  happened  to  touch  accidentally  the 
magic  spring,  which  was  certain  to  open  a  road 
from  that  labyrinth  in  which  he  was  involved. 

*^  May  I  ask/'  said  he,  <^  to  what  am  I  in* 
debted  for  the  pleasure  of  now,  for  the  first  time 
during  so  long  a  residence  in  this  house,  enjoy- 
ing one  moment  of  your  society  alone  ?^'        ,     ._. 

^^  I  was  not,^'  replied  Emily,  with  dignified  re- 
serve,  **  aware  that  such  an  opportunity  would 
be  particularly  prized  by  Mr.  Burton.'' 

^'  This  is  indeed  injustice.  The  value  I  have 
set  on  every  moment  I  have  enjoyed-  of  your 
society,  may  best  be  estimated  by  the  solicitude  I 
have  always  shewn  to  obtain  it.'' 

'^  I  must  be  excused,''  said  Emily,  <<  if  I 
think  it  very  doubtful  that  solicitude  still 
exists." 

**  Good  heavens  !''  said  he,  ^^  what   can  you 
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mean?     In   what  part  of  my  conduct  hsw 
merited  that  reproach  ?     An  explanadoD  ts  i 
the  utmost  iiiiportanee  to   my  pesce  of  t 
can  you  harbour  any  suspicion  of  the  sine 
of  my  attachment  ?" 

"  It  is  not  my  wish,  Sir,  nor  ever  has  been  d 
habit  to  take  up  tightly  any  sus|>icion  as  i 
those  I  esleem." 

**  For  that  admissioD  I  feel  deeply  grateful, 
said  he,  interrupting  the  unfinished  sentene 
which  she  recommenced  thus, —  ■ 

"  Hut  having  admitted  this,  you  cannot  ■ 
be  aware,  there  are  circumstances  conncOH 
with  your  abrupt  departure  for  sea,  wtnc 
might  have  appeared  to  require  some  explain 
tion.  That  occasion  is  verj-  likely  forgotten 
and,  as  respects  myself,  it  would  perhaps  fa 
well  it  continued  ao." 


'  It  i,' 


'  rcpli^  he,  **  as  fresh  in  my  r 
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explanation  of  my  rather  singular  and  abrupt 
retreat  that  evening." 

<<  That  letter/'  said  the  blushmg  girl,  with 
something  like  disdain  mingled  with  confusion 
in  her  manner,  ^^  it  would  have  been  more  to 
your  own  honour,  as  I  have  been  assured,  had 
it  never  been  written.'' 

^'  Then  you  have  been  deceived,"  said  the  in- 
dignant lieutenant,  ^^  grossly  deceived.  It  con- 
tained only  an  apology,  couched  in  the  most 
respectful  terms  a  grateful  heart  could  dictate. 
Never !  oh,  never  could  I  be  base  enough  to 
insult  the  woman  I  adore.  My  soul  scorns 
the  imputation :  and,  depend  on  it,  lovely 
Emily,  both  that  note,  and  the  long  letter  I 
wrote  you,  when  at  sea,  were  effusions  worthy 
of  the  most  honourable  and  ardent  attach- 
ment." 

**  What  lett^  }^  said  she  with  an  eagerness  of 
manner  which  absolved  her  from  all  possible  sus- 
picioD  of  affecting  a  surprise  she  did  not  feel. 
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'*  I  know  of  no  letter  ever  receired  froi 
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"  Then,  withuut  doubt,  both  have  beealnl 
cepted,"  said  he,  "and,  probably,  hy  thesai 
hand.  Ought  I  to  wonder  at  your  coldiMi 
I  must,  indeed,  have  appeare<l  to  ment  j< 
deep  displeasure.  How  ha\'c  we  both  h 
ceived  I " 

A  flood  of  light  broke  in  on  Emily's  miai 
supposed  detected  clatidestiDc  corresponden 
alluded  to  by  her  uncle  ;  her  mother's  jeftk 
vigilance;  Burton's  deepmelancholy;  wercd 
counted  for.  She  vrns  now  in  the  road  to  a 
more  accurate  information.  Burton 
lieved  from  the  odium  under  which  he  I 
long,  and  so  undeservedlylaboured;  andalth< 
the  tSlc-a-tele  was  disturbed  by  the  announcem 
of  dinner,  ere  he  had  an  opportunity  of  dctaili 
all  the  conients  of  the  suppressed  correspoi 
ence,  he  foiled  not  to  acquaint  her  with  c 
enough  to  reinstate  himself  in  her  f 
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embolden  Mm,  ere  he  left  the  apartment,  to 
snatch  her  hand  to  his  Ups — a  regale  which,  it  u 
not  improbable,  had  more  relish  for  him,  than 
all  the  mote  substantial  luxuries  that 
him  in  the  dining-room. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


NOLENS  VOLENS. 


"  The  crocodile  with  watery  eyes, 
O'er  man,  and  ev*ry  creature  cries ; 
Then  feeds,  with  pleasure,  on  his  prey — 
So  hypocrites  their  friends  betray.** 


In  order  to  aooount  for  Burton's  having 
enjoyed  a  Ute-^UU  with  his  fur  enslaver, 
without  interruption,  it  would  be  necessary 
only  to  mention  that  the  coxswain  had  jn^ 
viously  been  summoned  by  his  master,  to  fimn 
part  of  a  UU'iL4ite  of  another  description^  in  the 
veteran's  own  room. 

Since  the  lieutenant  had  taken  up  his  resi- 
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dence  at  tlic  cottage,  although  a  solute  from  tl 
battery  id  the  garden  had  been  dulj  fired  i 
iliiferent  anniversaries  of  celebrated  events;* 
somehow  or  other,  it  had  so  happened,  that  OW 
to  the  accident  of  his  guest,  and  parti;  U I 
pleasure  the  old  genlleman  derived  from  thea 
stant  society  of  his  intelligent  young  frienM 
day  had  been  expressly  set  apart  for  fostit-e  0M 
tainment  at  Camperdown.  Crank,  whose  re^ 
for  old  customs  was  little  short  of  idolatry,  1 
tame  surprised  at  first,  and  gradually  begSi 
feel  alavined  at  the  consequences  to  bis  dial 
amongst  his  neighbours,  of  this  neglect  to  e 
his  friends  round  the  hospitable 
regularly  prescribed  occasions.  Encourof 
Ms  own  state  of  health,  which  he  now  c 
sufficienily  flattering  to  wurrant  hin>  in  makh 
as  he  termed  it,  *  a  comfortable  night 
and  the  pcrfi^ct  recovery  of  his  young  J 
he  had  that  morning  come  to  the  r<-*solulacl 
fix  the  fifth  day  of  the  month  fur  fc-galii 
-intimate  friends  at  dinner,  and  initiate  ] 
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in  the  jovial  ceremonies  of  a  Jubilee,  on  the 
anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  the  Gunpowder 
Treason. 

The   selections    of   the  guests;    their  seats 
according  to  rank ;  the  choices  of  viands ;  and, 
above  all,  the  disposition  of  the  troops^  for  so  he 
always  designated  the  wines,  had  been  settled 
in  solemn  conclave,  with  almost  as  much  gravity 
and  ceremony  as  the  election  of  a  pope  in  that 
august  assembly ;  when  the  ringing  of  the  gate- 
bell,  notified  the  approach  of  the  medical  man 
of  the  family  who  immediately  joined  the  cap- 
tain.   He  had  scarcely  entered  ere  he  commenced 
his  arduous  attempt  to  redeem  the  pledge  he 
had  given  to  that  lady,  who,  in  more  senses  than 
one,  might  be  designated  as  his  mistress. 

**  Bless  mjf  soul !"  said  Senna,  affecting  sur- 
prise, and  assuming,  as  he  approached  his  patron, 
an  expresdon  of  anxious  concern — **  What's  the 
matter  ?— dear  me  !  I  coudn't  think  it  possible 
the  countenance  could  so  sensibly  alter  in  so 
short  a  period  I'* 
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**  Egad !  I  seem  to  astoniah  erery  cMoe/'  i 
Crank,  with  a  chuckle — *^  even  Thcwias,  t 
morning,  when  dressing  me,  remarked  that 
thought  I  was  quite  another  man.^ 

*<  Another  man,  indeed^  Sir,"  aaid  Sen 
gravely. — 

<*  You  don't  like  to  see  it,  I  suppose^*'  retun 
Crank,  on  observing  Senna  shake  his  head,  i 
compress  his  lips  with  no  little  assumption 
medical  mystery — 

'<  Indeed  /  don't.  Sir  r  deeply  rag] 
Senna« 

<<  Come,  now,  that's  candid— d — d  unlike  y< 
profession — I  like  a  man  to  be  above  board 
every  thing — I'm  sure  you  wouldnH  believe  i 
if  I  was  to  swear  I  prefer  peace  to  war- 
though  theyVe  shoved  me  on  the  shelf,  I  sboi 
be  cursed  sorry  to  see  ourmen-oVardiaoumtl 
and  laid  up  in  Rotten  Row.^' 

As  the  latter  pronounced  the  word  Rett 
the  doctor  threw  up  the  palms  of  his  hands,  a 
appearing  to  sigh  deeply,  said — 
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^<  Ob,    Sir!    that  phrase   has   brought   an 
unhappy  asscxnadon  of  ideas  into  my  mind." 

"  What  phrase  ?'' 

'<  No  matter,  Sir — we  must  endeavour  to 
make  the  best  of  it— Permit  me,  pray,  to  feel; 
the  pulse." 

**  Why,  hang  it,  man,  don't  I  tell  you  I  never 
was  better  in  my  life! — I  sleep  well,  drink  well^ 
eat  well,  and  now,  b^in  to  walk  wdl — and 
what's  more — ^in  a  great  measure^  I  attribute  this 
favorable  turn  in  my  health,  to— (for  you  know 
I  never  mince  matters — I'm^dways  above  board) 
to  forgetting,  for  this  last  fortnight,  to  take  your 
physic,'^— continued  the  veteran,  with  evident 
glee  at  having  it  in  his  power,  thus  jocularly, 
to  huU  (as  he  termed  it)  the  doctor  with  a  shot 
in  return. 

^^  There  it  is,  my  good  Sir :  you've  at  once 
accounted  for  it  all !"  exclaimed  Senna,  with  an 
air  of  triumph,  not  unmingled  with  reproach. — 
^'  How  could  you  do  sudi  injustice  to  yourself, 
and  fond  family,  as  to  neglect  the  alterative 
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system,  and  decline  the  use  of  the  prcvenU' 
drops  ? — Now,  Sir,  I  entertain  the  moat  aerioi 
apprehensions,  and  the  countenanoe  itself  dear 
indicates  it — that  the  paroxysm,  which  is  a 
proaching,  as  I  perceive,  will  attack  you  wi 
redoubled  fury." 

**  Well — ^you  are  cursedly  poutive.  Senna.- 
Why,  I  tell  you,  man,  I  have  not  been  so  w 
for  these  five  years  past !" 

"  So  much  the  worse ! — I'm  sorry  for  it 
the  more  danger  is  to  he  apprehended.— 
period  of  good  health,"  continued  he,  wi 
monotonous  emphasis, — ^*is  frequently  the- 
precursor  of  some  very  dangerous  malady." 

<<  How  the  devil  do  you  make  thai  out 
said  Crank,  warmly,  who  appeared  impenetral 
to  the  apothecary ^s  logic. 

"  Simply  enough,"  quoth  the  doctor,  wl 
appeared  perfectly  prepared  for  his  subject.- 
"  Now,  for  instance— as  there's  no  better  wi 
of  briefly  illustrating  the  thing  to  a  sea-farii 
man — ^" 
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^*  Sea-faring  man  !"  interrupted  the  veteHan,. 
with  rising  indignation — *<  Naval  officerj  if  yoH- 
please,  Mister  Senna— '^' 

"  Well,— as  I  said,  there  is  no  better  way- 
of  illustrating  the  medical  meaning — or  rather, 
apparently  paradoxical— bless  my  soul,  how 
the  pupils  of  the  eyes  are  dilated  ! — apparently 
paradoxical — (I  hope  there's  no  determination, 
of  blood  to  the  head)  paradoxical,  I  was  saying,, 
transitions  of  this  nature,  than  in  this,  simple 
way — the  great  secret  of  science,  yoa  know,  is 
to  simplify  solutions — for  instance,  as  a  seaman 
(I  beg  your  pardon) — a  naval  officer — " 

*<  No  offence,  seamaa's  a  name  a  man  needn^t 
be  ashamed  of;  but  no  more  of  your  sea-farii^ 
men,  if  you  please.*' 

<*  Well,  then,  as  a  seaman — ^yoU  know,  you. 
are  always  prepared  to  expect  a  calm  will  be. 
succeeded  by  a  storm  ?^ 

<<  Why,  sometimes,  to  be  sure." 

^^This — a  phenomenon  with  respect  to  ani- 
mated nature — ^is,  I  assure  you,  strictly  appli- 
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cabk  to  the  humaii  frame.  And  though,  my 
good  Sir,  your  feeliiigs  may  flatter  you  into  an 
erroneous  supposition  that  you  are  in  pofect 
health  at  this  moment,  behere  imt  thaot,  as  in 
the  instance  of  the  mariner,  thete  are  alwqrs  in 
sudi  cases,  certain  and  induUtaUe  indications 
of  approaching  misdiief,  whidi  present  them- 
selves to  the  medical  eye,  but  which  are  quite 
lost  to  the  common  and  unprofieamonal  obaenrer ; 
the  sailor  and  the  surgeon  both  see  the  work- 
ings of  animated  and  inanimate  nature,  throuf^ 
professional  optics,  and  a  focus  peculiarly  their 
own/* 

<<  There's  something  in  tkaif  to  be  sure,*'  said 
Crank,  whose  usual  sturdiness  now  seemed  to 
stagger  before  the  formidable  phrases  of  the 
man  of  science.  An  observer  would  have  said 
that  the  capuun  already  appeared  a  little  scep- 
tical of  his  own  state  of  health. — ^  However,  aQ 
I  know/^  continued  he,  **  is,  that  so  well  I  fin- 
ded  myself,  that " 
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<<  Merdy  fancy,  depeod  on  it,  Sir,"*  intarrupU 
ed  Senna. 

^<  WeO,  God  knows— perhaps  sa  I  thought 
myself  so  well  these  few  days  past,  that,  egtuif 
I  had  serious  notions  of  taking  the  paroding  off 
my  leg.  You  see,"  continued  the  veteran,  hold- 
ing up  the  limb  for  the  apothecary's  inspection^ 
^'  the  swelling's  all  gone  down/' 

^^  Ah  !  that,  my  dear  friend,  is  what  I  most 
apprehend.  I  lament  to  say  that's  one  of  the 
worst  symptoms  of  the  case.  I  don't  want  to 
alarm  you  unnecessarily,  but  it  proves  a — indeed 
it's  a  confirmation  strong  as  proofs  of  holy  writ, 
as  your  intelligent  sister  would  very  properly 
say,  that  the  treacherous  disease  is  flying  about 
through  the  ^stem,  and  has  only  departed  frooi 
the  limb  to  lodge  itself  in  some  vital  part  of  the 
frame.  Perhaps  your  appetite  is  even  im- 
proved?'' 

'^  Excellent !— d  n  me,  Sir,  I  can  eat  like 
a  horse— devour  bullock's  liver,  and  saw-dusi 
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■"Hmch.  aot  Trt.  —  Ab  !  well — po 
r-.j  fA.  :ac:T2s — diimgh  precaution  irill,  pa^ 
>«!  r«F< — f  7.  ::iii*!efL  I  fiear  ooir,  meffidDe^ 
-''/';r  >:c;:  rjezvsct  of  inv  preacriptUNU  will  1 
)it«>  sTa.i.  We  n.:^,  periuipB^  check  tfaesrr 
of  th'-fit." 

'*  Wf.j,     hr    Gccrge,     Semu^*^     esdi 
(lr»uV.^  with  consideraUe  warmth.  Jumping 
III*  l<'g%  and  strutting  about  the  room  with  \ 
oua  tXruUrn^  a%  if  to    convince   his 
a/lvjVr  Ijo'a'   r rroneous  were  Iiis  ill- 
pri'licnfcion»— ««  Uy  George,  you'll  next  wa 
persuade  me  I  am  a  dead  man  !" 
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Here,  there  was  a  mutual  pause  for  some 
moments. 

"You  say  you  sleep  well  ?"  resumed  Senna. 

*^  Like  a  ground  tier  butt,  Sir — never  start 
tack  or  sheet,  ull  Thomas  comes  to  call  me  in  the 
morning ;  and  you  know,  some  few  weeks  since, 
half  the  night  long,  I  was  tumbling  and  tossing 
about  in  my  bed,  like  a  collier  in  a  cross  sea.'" 

^^Ah!  all  confirm  my  suspicions.  Believe 
me,  my  dear  friend,  that  a — ^that  apparent 
soundness  of  repose  is  quite  arit/SdaZ— an  unna- 
tural stupor — a  sure  forerunner  (if  not  of  ap- 
proaching apoplexy  itself)  of  a  determination  of 
Uood  to  the  head." 

"  Determination  of  Uood ! — d — n — n,  it  seems 
if  you  were  determined  I  should  have  no  blood 
left  in  any  part  of  my  body.  If  it*s  a  jcb  you 
want,  say  so  at  once — and  I'll  endeavour  to  find 
you  a  patient  to  practise  on.^ 

"  This  excitement,  captain — this  positiveness 
on  your  part,  if  you  will  only  have  the  kindness 
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to  be  patient,  I  shall  prove  to  jroltr  MtiifiK- 


i> 


**  Satisfaction,  indeed  l^  interrupted  the  ye^ 
'**  pretty  saiUfiiciioiij  to  persaade  a  man  in 
good  health  that  he^s  in  danger  of  dropping 
down  dead  every  minute." 

*<  Just  so ;  and  if  you  will  only  permit  me, 
I'll  convince  you  that  thare  are  two  deacriptioofl 
of  patients,  that  are  harder  to  be  dealt  with  than 
any  other  beings  in  the  world.  There  are  the 
hypochondriacal,  for  instance,  who  fiuicy  them- 
selves troubled  with  every  disease  incidental  to 
the  human  frame.  Then,  again,  there  are  yom 
pulmonary  patients — people  afBicted  in  the  lasl 
stage  of  consumption,  who,  pontively,  at  thdi 
last  gasp— not  that  I  mean,  my  good  Sir,  tc 
insinuate  that  your  lungs  are  at  all  touched.*' 

*^  No,  I  believe  not— I  think  if  it  came  tc 
hailing'  the  main-top  in  a  hurricane,  we'd  soor 
see  whose  lungs  were  in  the  best  kelter.  /  nevei 
wanted  a  trumpet— why,  Sir,  in  that  heavy  hur- 
ricane, that  the  Centaur  foundered  in *• 
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*^  Pardon  the  interruption.  I  aaiure  you  I 
don*t  mean  to  assert  that  you  have  any  tendency 
to  phthisic — that  is,— -any  predispoation  to  pul* 
monary  affection-*!  only  wish  to — a — ^illustrate 
my  position^  by  drawing  a  parallel  with  your 
present ;  or  rather  fast  approaching  disorder,  with 
that  of  those  afflicted  with  that  insidious  disease. 
Why,  Sir,  Fve  known  a  man,  ten  minutes  be* 
fore  he  breathed  his  last — departed— as  your 
amiable  sister  would  say,  from  this  sublunary 
world — grasp  me  afiectionately  by  the  hand, 
and  assure  me,  that  he  hoped  in  a  few  days  he 
would  be  able  to  mount  his  horse,  and  pay  his 
first  visit  to  me,  his  medical  man,  merely  to  re. 
turn  thanks  in  person,  for  what  he  was  pleased 
to  term  my  professional  attention.  WeU,  Sir, 
he  died,  poor  man,  before  I  left  the  house.  This 
will  suffice,  I  should  think — ^not  that  it  is  a  verjf 
close  parallel  to  jrour  case  -to  convince  you  how 
little  are  men  aware  of  their  proximity  to  dag- 
ger in  treacherous,  and,  give  me  leave  to  add 
diseases  of  a  self-flattering  nature." 
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<<  Well,  but  surely,*'  rad  Crank,  ^  you  don 
mean  to  say,  that  ffttn^  is  a  case  of  th 
nature  ?" 

**  Just  so— and  one  far  more  treacberou 
than  troublesome  to  the  patient. — But,  Sir,  i 
convince  you  that  I  am  not  actuated  by  ar 
sordid  selfishness  (and  I  am  sure  it  could  1 
only  in  joke  that  you  just  now  hinted  a  j< 
was  my  object) — " 

<^  No,  no, — ^nothing  more  than  a  joke,"  i 
terrupted  the  veteran,  "  it^s  my  wbj, — yc 
know.'^ 

*^  Just  so;  but  to  convince  you  of  the  sincorii 
of  my  motives — I  am  now  about  to  propose,  i 
the  only  chance  I  see  to — to — in  fact,  save  yc 
in  time — (for  why  should  I  blink  the  buane 
to  a  man,  who  has  met  death  in  every  sbape)- 
to  order  you,  immediately,  for  change  of  air- 
for  you  know,  when  physic  fails,  we  have  i 
other  alternative — to  one  of  our  most  celebrate 
watering  places.'^ 

"  AVatering  places ! — what,  leave  thecottage  i 
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*^  Yes,  and  prooeed  immediately  to  Chelten- 
ham, and  commence  a  regular  course.^ 

Here  Crank,  with  a  face  flaming  with  anger^ 
broke  away  from  him,  and  flourishing  his  right 
hand  aloft,  whilst  he  hitched  up  his  breeches 
waist-band  with  the  other,  he  shouted  aloud — 

<*  I  shall  do  no  such  thing.  Sir — pretty  pass 
indeed,  to  begin  and  drench  me  now  with  salt- 
water, because  I've  not  had  enough  of  it  in  my 
day/' 

The  doctor  was  certainly  not  an  original  or 
first-rate  actor ;  but,  like  other  persons  of  his 
dass,  give  him  his  cue,  and  he  was  an  ex- 
cellent second.  A  melancholy  interest  over- 
shadowed his  rubicund  visage,  as  he  pathetically 
gazed  on  the  veteran ;  and  the  visual  orbs  were 
sufi*used  with  the  briny  test  of  affectianaie  con- 
cern :  whether  the  efiect  of  the  last  pinch  of 
snufi^  being  taken  by  the  eyes,  instead  of  the 
nose,  or  of  an  onion  concealed  in  the  sleeve  of 
this  treacherous  crocodile,  is  left  to  the  intelli- 
gent reader  to  determine.    With   that  hiccup 
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of  grief,  not  unumial  under  strong  eoMition,  tli 
wily  tragedian  thus  expostulated  with  the  frien 
he  was  labouring  to  deodve. 

"  Well  —  my  dear — ^friend— I — can  only- 
only  say — and — sorry  I  am — y^  added  he,  e: 
tracting  his  white  pocket-handerc:hief, — **  tl 
imminent  urgency  of  your  case  compels  me  i 
speak  so  explicitly — and — ^indeed  alarmin^y- 
'tis  the  only  chance  remain — remaining  for  yoi 
hfe." 

Here  his  words  were  quite  choked  with  wel 
dissembled  sorrow,  and  the  handkerchief  du 
applied  to  extract  the  far-famed  *  Irish  BlacI 
guard'  from  his  tearful  eye. — The  painful  sma 
being  abated,  he  assumed  more  composure — 

^'  As  a  professional  man — I  solemnly  decia 
— I — I — Affection — my  dear  friend  —  will  u 
man,  you  see,  the  stoutest  hearts,"  said  Senn 
sobbing. 

"  Well !   well !—  I  need  no  other  proof 
assure  me  of  your  friendship — cheer  up— die 
up— I'll  willingly  do  whatever  you  desire — b 
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pray,  my  good  fellow,  don't  frighten  the  women 
about  me — ^you  needn't  say^  I'm  as  bad  as  I  am. 
— Bless  me! — Sure  enough — there  now  I  feel 
that — that  dizziness  in  my  eyes." 

^^  Ah,  Sir,  it  only  surprises  me,^'  exclaimed 
the  arch  hypocrite,  '^  you  didn^t  perceive  it 
before." 

The  good  hearted  old  fellow  might,  ouNre 
properly,  have  attributed  this  sensation  in  the 
eyes  to  the  overflowing  of  his  gratitude,  at  find- 
ing his  health  the  object  of  such  deep  solicitude 
to  his  friend. — ^But  he  was  doomed  to  be  duped : 
and  what  simple  sfnrit,  like  his,  could  have 
fared  better,  when  opposed  to  professional 
science,  combined  with  woman'^s  art  ? 

«WeU,  don't  frighten  poor  Emily,  it  'ill 
break  the  child^s  heart -*  jrou'll  promise  you 
wonH,*'  said  Crank,  grasping  Senna  by  the 
hand ;  <*  say  the  trip  will  do  us  oB  good — and 
tell — tell — poor  Burton,  you  know  we  can  drop 
him  near  his  home/' 
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CHAPTER  n: 


DIPLOMACY  DEFEATED. 


AD  men  ■  intrigaet  and  projecti  titndp 
By  several  courses,  to  one  end ; 
To  compass,  by  the  propVeet  abows^ 
Whatever  their  designs  propoie ; 
And  that  which  owns  the  fairest  pretext 
Is  often^omid  the  indirect'st. 

BUTIJUU 


Crank,  who  was  a  creature  altogether  of  firs 
impressions,  and,  under  all  circumstanoesy  mad* 
it  a  rule  to  go  straight  to  work,  betook  him 
self  at  the  conclusion  of  this  colloquy,  to  hii 
own  chamber,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  o 
the  afternoon  in  privacy. 
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What  was  the  motive  for  his  thus' absenting 
himself,  contrary  to  his  .custom,  when  there 
were  visitors  at  the  cottage,  may  be,  perhaps, 
imperfectly  surmised  from  the  hurried  manner 
in  which  he  thrust  into  his  ^nUoire  a  bundle 
of  papers,  an  account-book,  and  a  sheet  of 
paper,  scrawled  over  with  calculations  from  one 
end  to  the  other. 

It  may  therefore  be  inferred,  that  the  inti- 
mation given  by  his  medical  friend  had  not 
been  lost  on  him :  and  that  although  he,  like 
others  in  his  situation,  shared  in  that  unac- 
countable disinclination  to  make  a  prospective 
distribution  of  his  property,  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  an  event,  which  he  now  imagined  pro- 
bable ;  yet  he  had  not  failed  to  employ  this 
interval,  in  examining  into  die  state  of  his 
income,  and  classifying  hb  papers,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  task  of  making  his  will,  whenever 
that  important  arrangement  should  be  rendered 
absolutely  necessary. 

Whilst  the  veteran  had  been   thus  »lently 
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occupied  in  these  suitable  and  peaceable  pu 
suits,  the  doctor,  as  had  been  preconoerto 
sought  out,  and  found,  the  grand  morer  of  tfa 
scheme  of  crooked  policy ;  who  was  ende 
vouring  to  keep  herself  wann,  by  perambulatii 
the  grounds  at  some  distance  from  the  hous 
She  had  chosen  this  place,  as  appropriate  fS 
their  secret  communication;  as  well  because 
was  remote,  and  out  of  ear-diot,  aa  that  it  hi 
been  her  custom,  frequently  before,  to  rqpi 
to  this  spot  with  her  present  companioDy 
extract  from  him  oral  lessons  on  the  praetic 
part  of  botanical  sdence.  There  was  therefo 
little  reason  to  apprdiend  that  any  auqncic 
would  be  excited,  as  to  the  real  sul:gect  of  the 
private  conference. 

As  she  observed  him  approadiing,  ahe  r 
treated  still  further  into  the  shrubbery^  wha 
an  intervening  hedge  of  laurel  complete! 
screened  her  from  observation,  through  any  < 
the  windows  of  the  cottage.  Hither  the  portl 
professor  of  medidne  followed ;    swelling  wit 
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all  the  impartanoe  of  a  man,  who  thinks  he 
has  reason  to  ooogratulate  himsdf,  on  the  happy 
completion  of  a  task  which  has  put  all  his 
talents  to  the  test  But  it  seems  to  be  doomed 
by  destiny,  that  in  matters  of  a  complicated 
nature,  our  most  zealous  endeayours  are  not 
always  attended  with  success.  It  was  reserved 
for  Senna  to  feel  this  truism  in  all  its  bitterness; — 
toTj  after  taking  his  lady-love  by  the  hand,  and 
preluding  his  tale,  with  a  flourishing  descant 
on  the  difficulties  he  had  had  to  surmount,  and 
the  important  services  which  he  trusted  he  had 
rendered  her,  he  continued  to  narrate,  with 
much  pomp  and  self-complacency,  the  argu* 
ments  used  in  his  expostulation  with  the  veteran* 
Gradually  warming  with  his  subject,  as  a  man 
naturally  does,  in  detailing  a  tnmsaction  in 
which  he  has  figured  as  the  prominent  actor; 
he  failed  not  to  anticipate  a  complete  triumph 
in  winding  up  the  conclusion,  and  laid  an  un- 
happy emphasis  on  the  last  sentence  which 
escaped  the  veteran  upon  that  occanon.    The 
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words,  ^*  we  can  drop  him  near  his  bome,^  had 
scarcely  fallen  from  his  lips,  ere  she  violently 
withdrew  her  hand,  and  removing  herself  to  a  dis- 
tance, continued  to  scowl  on  him  with  an  eye  that 
could  full  well  pourtray  the  minted  emotions 
of  terror  and  rage,  which  filled  her  breast. 

*^  Are  these  the  weighty  obligations — these  the 
important  services  you  have  rendered  me  ?" 
Here  all  the  doctor'^s  self-complacenqr  abandoned 
him ;  and  he  stood  bewildered,  with  unfirigned 
astonishment,  whilst  she  continued — 

*^You  have  only  rendered  things  worse  by 
your  interference :  had  you  been  mine  enemy, 
and  planned  them  with  malicious  ingenuity,  you 
could  not  more  successfully  have  deceived  the 
means  of  defeating  aU  my  wishes  !^ 

Senna,  who  was  as  yet  unconscious  of  any  a<^ 
of  treachery,  or  want  of  zeal,  in  his  difficult  mis- 
sion, appeared  astounded  by  this  tone  of  extra- 
vagant vituperation,  and  was  incapable  of  reply 
for  some  moments. 

In  answer,  as  it  were,  to  the  stupid  stare  of 
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astonishment,  which  pervaded  his  features,  the 
lady  continued — 

*^  Is  it  possible  you  can  be  such  an  idiot  as 
not  to  perceive  the  incalculable  mischief  you 
have  done  me  ?^ 

^^  Upon  my  word,  Madam,'^  said  the  doctor, 
drawing  up  with  dignity — *<your  conduct  so 
much  astonishes  me,  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  find 
terms  to  characterize  so  unparalleled  a  piece  of 
ingratitude  on  your  part.**' 

*^  Say,  rather,  such  a  piece  of  baseness  on 
your^s,'*  angrily  retorted  the  dame. 

<*  If  there  be  baseness.  Madam,  in  the  trans- 
action, it  rests  with  yourself;  the  project  did 
not  originate  with  me ;  and,  as  far  as  Pm  con- 
cerned, you  have  no  reason  to  complmn.^' 

"  I've  every  reason.  Sir — ^your  bungling  has 

undone  me." 

<*  Bungling !"  indignantly  retorted  the  doctor, 
<^  what  do  you  mean  ? — I  pronounce  it  a  master- 
jnece !— What,  do  you  think  there  was  no  pro- 
fesnonal    talent — tact  —  and   give   me   leave, 
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Madam»  to  add  deUcaqf^  requisite  to  aoc3om[d 
a  task  which  I  foresaw  would  be  so  difficulty  s 
which  I  had  so  many  personal  reasons  to 
diner 

''Would  to  Heaven,  I  had  declined  yi 
assistance."^ 

<'  Recollect,  Madam,  I  never  offered  it — } 
expressly  and  earnestly  implored  iL  But  wk 
in  Grod's  name,  is  the  drift  of  all  this — ^whe 
the  mischief  done — or  who,  if  there  be  any,  i 
blame  ?" 

"Why,  yourself,''  replied  the  matron 
"  What  object  had  I  in  view,  when  I  solid 
your  assistance  to  persuade  my  brother  t 
change  of  air  was  necessary  for  his  health  i 
Was  it  not  to  send  that  parvenue  about 
business,  and  break  up  a  connexion  so  danger 
to  me  and  my  daughter's  interests.  But  j 
have  entailed  him  on  us  as  a  companion  on 
journey ;  and,  what  is  infinitely  worse,  propo 
that  we  should  go  down  to  his  own  country,  i 
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amongst  his  own  relatives;  wbo»  with  all  his 
boasting,  are,  no  doubt,  beggars  like  himself.-— 
Why  not  have  ordered  him  to  Bath  ?" 

**  I  acted,  Madam,  on  your  own  suggestion — 
Bath,  or  Cheltenham,  seemed  indifferent  to  you. 
I  never  knew  the  young  man  was  from  Chel- 
tenham. But  this  is  one  of  the  consequences  of 
all  crooked  policy ;  and  I  wish  from  my  h^urt 
I  had  never  undertaken  the  thankless  and  diffi- 
cult task  of  persuading  a  man,  in  a  renovated 
state  of  health,  that  his  life  was  in  imminent 
danger,  and  that  nothing  but  flight  could  save 
him :  when  I  knew  in  my  heart  that  he  had  bet- 
ter  have  remained  at  his  own  fire-side,  particu- 
larly at  this  period  of  the  year. — I  have  been 
deservedly  pumshed  for  my  imprudence.^' 

The  vehemence  of  the  doctor  had  overcome 
him,  and  he  now  paused  for  breath.  He  had, 
however,  shot  his  bolt ;  and  his  wily  antagonist 
had  time  to  recollect  her  interests,  and  forget  her 
resentment 

VOL.  III.  c 
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^^  What  is  done^  cannot  be  undone,''  resumed 
the  fair  casuist,  with  affected  compoeure — **  we 
must  endeavour  to  repair  the  mischief,  and  avail 
ourselves  of  that  tact,  talent,  and-  delicacy,  you 
seem  to  pique  yourself  upon,  to  persuade  him  to 
alter  his  destination. — Suppose  you  were  to 
suggest  Bath  ?'^ 

The  doctor  perceived  that,  in  delicate  con- 
junctures of  this  nature,  he  was  no  match  for 
the  female  diplomatist. — Besides,  he  was  deter- 
mined to  profit  by  his  late  experience,  and  retreat 
in  time. — It  was  easy  to  perceive  also,  from  the 
altered  tone  of  the  lady,  tliat  she  was  well  aware 
of  the  difficulties  of  a  second  attempt  to  practise 
on  the  old  man^s  credulity. 

Senna,  however,  was  resolved  to  escape  the 
snare,  so  artfully  laid  for  him. — He  called  in  his 
feelings,  if  such  they  might  be  called,  to  his  aid ; 
and  protested,  he  never  again  could  be  induced 
to  abuse  the  confidence  of  his  worthy  firiend, 
whose  implicit  reliance,  and  affectionate  manner 
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in  their  late  interview,  had  positively  (for  he 
"  owned  the  soft  impeachment^'  with  some  con- 
fusion) drawn  tears  from  his  eyes — 

"  Four  eyes!"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Crank,  turning 
up  her  own, — **  impossible !" 

'^  Impossible,  or  not,  Madam!  IVehad  enough 
of  interfering  in  these  delicate  matters  with 
people  who  do  not  know  their  own  minds — not 
to  say  any  thing  of  the  ingratitude  of — " 

**  Does  the  doctor,  Ma*am,  dine  here  to-day  ?" 
bawled  out  Tiller,  from  behind  the  hedge. 

"  Yes,"  replied  his  mistress,  who  was  evi- 
dently surprised  into  this  invitation  through 
alarm,  at  imagining  that  they  had  been  over- 
heard. 

Considering  the  agreable  nature  of  their  Uie^ 
a-tiUj  it  may  be  ima^ned  this  invitation  par 
necesnUj  was  accepted  nearly  in  the  same  spirit 
of  cordiality  that  characterised  the  acquiescence 
of  the  discarded  favourite  Wolsey  in  his  royal 
master's    command;    when   the    King,    after 

c« 
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handing  the  astonished  cardmal  the  i^ipaUi 
proofs  of  his  treason  and  ingratitude,  aarca 
call;  invites  him  to  their  peruaal — 

*"  and  tlMD  to  biMktelir-'wtlli 
Whal  appetite  70a  maj.*' 

"7  :-^li; '*'■■'*••    ■  X^-'V; 
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CHAPTER  III. 
LOCAL  PREFERENCES. 
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TiB  where  wtUvtf 
The  place  doet  oft  those  gncei  give. 

—-..,=.        Willie. 


It  is  one  of  the  rules  of  the  drama,  that  the 
plot  and  counterplot  should,  in  all  well-coiw 
structed  pieces,  proceed  nmultaneously  together; 
and  it  will  be  perceived  that,  in  this  instance, 
(fact  throughout  being  our  basis,)  the  occur- 
rences themselves  corroborate  the  opinion  of  the 
critic 

In  conformity  with  the  opmion  that  the  action 
ought  never  to  be  permitted  to  stand  still,  the 
eclaircissement  of  the  lover  had  taken  place. 
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pending  the  explosion  of  a  plot  to  defeat  all  bis 
hopes  and  happiness.  Nor  was  he  destined  tc 
suffer  singly  :  the  shaft  which  was  aimed  at  his 
breast  recoiled  on  the  wily  archeress ;  and  she 
aVeady  perceived  that  her  project  had  been 
foiled  by  the  very  means  she  had  adopted  to 
ensure  her  success. 

Immediately  after  Tiller  had  announced^  to 
the  captain  that  dinner  was  ready,  the  old  man 
took  his  niece  aside,  and  aoquunted  her  with  his 
intention  of.  repairing  to  Cheltenham.  To  this 
measure  he  was  prompted  from  an  appr^ensioD 
that  Senna  (notwithstanding  the  strict  injuiie- 
tions  laid  on  him  to  the  contrary)  might  incau- 
tiously alarm  his  niece  by  the  mode  of  oomoHi- 
nicating  this  intelligence.  Crank,  whose  delicacy 
formed  no  striking  feature  of  his  character;  not 
that  he  was  at  all  destitute  of  feeling,  but  that 
he  was  above  assuming  it ;  had  scarcely  imparted 
his  project,  ere  her  mother  and  the  doctor  sat 
down  to  dinner.  Enough  had  thus  been  com- 
municated to   awaken,  without  satisfying   the 
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curiosity  of  Emily  ;  but  the  very  name  of  Chel- 
tenham conveyed  so  many  agreeable  echoes  of 
pleasure  and  presumed  gratification,  that  she 
felt  but  little  solicitous  to  inquire  into  his  mo- 
tives. 

From  the  tcansactioos  detailed  in  a  former 
chapter,  the  reader  may  imagine  that  certain 
parties  at  taUe  felt  themselves  but  ill  at  ease; 
and  though  desirous  of  touching  on  (he  subject 
of  the ,iiiorning^8  discussion,  each  was  indisposed 
to  broach  it^  lest  they  might  precipitately  be- 
tray their  motives  or  the  part  they  bad  taken. 

Emily,  who  had  no  reason,  in  this  instance, 
for  concealment,  and  who  now  seetned  to  be  on  the 
best  possible  understanding  with  Button,  was 
the  first  to  communicate  the  intelligence  of  the 
proposed  trip ;  and  with  an  ease  and  artlessness 
of  manner  addressed  the  lieutenant. 

*'  What  think  you  of  our  intended  trip  ? 
Uncle  proposes  immediately  setting  off  for 
Cheltenham !'' 


"  1V(,_„       .      ■ 

"oC  of  sir ,'"  saj J  ., 
"idecdi  D "^"verv^.-j.  ^^ 
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'*  No^  my  dear — ^I'm  not  that  way  giyen-^ 
matter  o^  fact  i  Thomas,  hay'n't  you  receiyed 
order  to  pack  up  my  traps  ?** 

<<  Yes,  Sir ;  before  eight  bells  to  night,^  said 
Thomas,  '<  I  shall  have  every  thing  stowed 
under  hatches,  and  ready  for  starting  at  day- 
light, if  you  like.^ 

*^  Well  i*^  sud  Mrs.  Crank,  maintaining,  with 
unaltered  face,  her  affected  surprise  at  that  which 
she  knew  was  the  result  of  her  own  machina- 
tions ;  **  it  does  strike  me  to  be  very  extraor- 
dinary that  neither  my  wishes  ncnr  my  conve- 
nience are  to  be  consulted ;  but  if  it  be  neces- 
sary to  make  an  excursion  for  health's  sake,  we 
might  easily  have  selected  a  less  dissipated  place 
than  Cheltenham." 

*^  Excuse  me,  Madam,^'  said  Burton,  *^  few 
are  better  acquainted  with  the  place  than  I :  and 
I  must  say,  that  I  oonrider  it  a  place  peculiarly 
adapted  to  your  habits  and  turn  of  thinking. 
There  is  no  town  in  England  more  celebrated 

c8 
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for  the  promotion  of  religioaB  objects ;   and  it 
proverbial  for  missioDary  meetings.'* 

Crank,  as  might  naturally  be  expected,  b 
seemed  suddenly  to  alter  his  tone,  and  obser 
with  hesitation — 

••  Do  you  know— doctor,    I   begin    to— « 
pect,*'  rubbing  bis  chin,     **  I    sha'n"^   like 
place." 

Senna  thought  so  too,  but  prudently  held 
tongue.     There  was  now  an  important  move 
the  board ;  Phillidorc  himself  might  have  fel 
necessary  to    hesitate.      The  matron    was 
expert  tactician   at  the  game.       She   had, 
speak  technically,  recourse  to  her  '  knight,*   ^ 
gallantly  spurred  on  his  steed  to  her  defen 
and    *  clapped*  a  pair  of  breeches^  on  her  adv 
sary,  thus  endeavouring  to  render  nugatorj 
move  so  decisive,  by  inquiring,  with  a  fion-ril 

*  A  decisive  move  at  chcss>  which  it  is  utterly   imposti 
for  any  pcrsoD,   not  deeply  yeraed  in  this  Asiatic,  highly 
cntific,  and,  as  we  are  taught  to  believe  by  the  literati  of  Chi 
antediluvian  game,  to  comprehend  the  extent  and    aptitude 
this  allusion. 


-^ 
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lence  strongly  ia  contnuit  with  the  gknce  she 
cast  at  Senna — 

**  Is  there  no  other.air,  or  waters,,  which  you^ 
doctor,  would  recomniend,  .  as  equally  salu< 
brious  ?'* 

A  waiting  miud  of  tb^  commonest  capacity 
might  have  detected  what  was  passing  in  Senna^s 
mind  at  this  moment. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  this  was  the  first 
instance,  either  befgre  or  since  liie  deluge, 
where  the  game  of  chess  was  separately  con- 
tested by  three  independent  parties.  The  man 
of  science  was  satisfied  it  was  in  his  power  to 
check-mate  the  queen.  But  his  mind  misgave 
him,  that,  in  doing  so,  he  might  lose  a  iotoer 
of  strength  at  the  board,  tod  as  a  &tcUe  mate  was 
in  his  mind  the  grand  desideratum^  and  always 
uppermost  in  his  thoughts,  he  looked  wistfully 
to  his  principal  for  instruction. 

It  was  given  at  a  glance,  by  the  matron's 
dark  eye ;  which,  it  has  been  already  observed. 
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was  capable  of  oooyeyiiig,  with   the  rapiditj 
lightning,  every  varied  expressioiL 

*^  DoubtleM,*'  Mud  Senoa,  taking  the    c 
**  Bath  would  be  preferable  in  point  of  heal 
if  the  ladies  could  be  induced  to  {ixegp 
amusements  of  Cheltenham.*' 

<'  Forego !"  said  Mrs.  Crank,  with  great 
mation,  "  certainly.** 

*'  Bath  !^   exclumed  Burton,  ahnost  in 
same  breath  — <*  the  stupidest  place  on  the  i 
of  the  globe." 

*<  So  I  have  always  understood,^  said  En 
whose  mind  was  already  made  up,  for  reu 
which  may  be  shrewdly  conjectured. 

*^  Oh  yes/'  continued  Burton,  '^  it's  the  n 
tea-drinking,  gossiping,  slanderous  spot  in 
majesty's  dominions.  Then,  as  for  occupati 
except  you  consent  to  be  chiseled  out  of  y 
money  by  day  at  billiards,  for  the  amusem 
of  the  men  ;  and  by  night,  at  cards,  for  the 
nefit  of  snufiy  old  tabbies,  you  might  as  weU 
in  your  bed,  as  venture  your  nose  in  public" 
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Crank,  who  had  now,  for  the  second  time 
since  the  removal  of  the  cloth,  slily  slipped  the 
two  fore-fingers  of  his  right  hand  up  his  left 
cu£Fto  note  the  yibrations  of  life's  pendulum, 
and  had  already  prophedcally  augured  its  ap- 
proximating cessation ;  looked  despondingly  in 
his  young  friend's  face,  and  faintly  reiterated — 

^^  I  don't  think,  my  dear  friend,  I  shall  like 
thai  place." 

'<  Like  it ! — imposriUe  Sir,"  sud  his  infor- 
mant, who  had  his  own  reasons  for  thus  dispo* 
raging  a  place,  of  which  he  knew  little,  but  by 
public  report  Detracdon,  is  however,  fluent — 
*^  You,  Sir,  could  never  bear  the  formality,  and 
insipid  monotony  of  such  a  life,  whidi  connsts 
in  a  stupid  promenade  in  the  pump-room,  where 
you  see  constantly  the  same  emaciated  faces ; 
or  in  once  or  twice  a  week  being  jolted  by  a 
pair  of  Christian  ponies*  in  a  chair  to  the  rooms, 

^  Oar  fll-tued  Hibernuui  bredtren,  who  leem,  lilu  Um 
Helotes  of  old,dettiiied  to  creiy  degradiog  doty— sedan-chair^ 
iBMi,  parion  and  hod-men. 
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cate  health  of  mosi  of 
"  That's  the  very 
shoulda't  like  to  go  tbim 
jxjsitively  fancy  myself  « 
Tlie  youDg  officer's  a 
dagfCers  to  Mrs.  Craal 
set  ill  to  strong  agaiM 
determined  that  it  wool 
ihii  rink  of  defeat.. 
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Unconscious  of  the  mischief  be  was  making, 
and  its  prejudicial  consequences  to  himself. 
Burton  hastened  to  place,  in  lively  contrast,  the 
attractions  of  Cheltenham. 

^*  No  parallel  can  possibly  be  drawn  be- 
tween the  two  places,  which  differ  as  much 
in  the  nature  of  their  amusements,  as  in  the 
features  of  the  country  around  them.  Nothing 
can  be  more  enchanting  than  the  scenery  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Cheltenham;  and  the 
Malvern  hills,  so  celebrated  for  the  salubrity  of 
the  air,  rival  in  beauty  the  fabled  regions  of 
enchantment.''* 

^*  You  appear  quite  poetical,  Mr.  Burton,^ 
observed  the  lady  of  the  house ;  ^'  it  is  natural, 
therefore,  to  expect  poets  deal  most  successfully 
in  fiction.^ 

"  Though  I  protest,^*  answered  he,  ^^  against 
your  inference  as  to  the  charge  of  ficticMi ;  I 
confess  there  is  food  for  poetry  in  the  situation, 
the  amusements,  and  the  society  of  Chelten- 
ham." 
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*^  A  plague  take  thepoetiy  of  the  place — ^ 
aort  of  people  are  you  to  meet? — that's 
maxim." 

'<  Oh,  Sir,  you  may  be  assured  you  will 
want  for  variety,^  replied  the  lieutemmt ;  ^ 
society  is  constantly  fluctuating,  and  it  is  i 
posed  of  all  classes,  from  the  peer  of  parliai 
to  patients  of  the  plebmn  order.*' 

<*  Well,  ihai's  something— Yariety^s  cham 
they  say.*' 

'^  But  independendy  of  its  society,'^ 
tinned  the  lieutenant,  *^  the  arrangements 
admirably  suited  to  the  convenience  of  pat: 
and  visitors — ^you  may  sit  in  the  open  air,  in 
sun  or  the  shade,  as  suits  the  season. — In 
walks,  and  before  the  libraries,  seats  are  < 
veniently  disposed,  so  as  to  afford  the  inn 
an  opportunity  of  viewing  the  fashionablei 
the  promenade,  or  admiring  the  hands 
equipages  in  the  street.  Here  you  are  sur 
meet  with  men  from  all  quarters  of  the  glc 
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amongst  whom  you   cannot   fail  to  recognize 
many  old  acquaintances.*^ 

*^  Well,  my  mind's  made  up,^*  said  Crank,  ^  if 
I  must  try  the  waters  —  Cheltenham's  the 
place." 

The  dye  was  cast;  and  as  Mrs.  Crank  well 
knew  the  sturdy  disposition  she  had  to  deal 
withy  she  felt  it  unadyiseable  to  attempt  to  alter 
his  resolve;  unsupported,  as  she  knew  she  must 
be,  by  her  powerful  auxiliary  Senna.  That 
gentleman's  determination  to  preserve  his  con- 
sistency,  failed  not  to  be  considered  by  her  as 
an  act  of  base  desertion ;  and  as  is  always  the 
case,  wha:ie  a  complaisant  friend  has  swerved 
from  the  strict  path  c^  truth  to  a  certain  extent, 
and  on  reflection  stops  short  in  his  career; 
or  hesitates  to  commit  a  fresh  outrage  against 
his  own  character ;  such  an  indisposition  to 
gratify  the  feelings,  or  support  the  interest  of 
his  ally,  is  certain  to  be  denounced  as  an  in- 
fraction of  the  league  offensive  and  defensive. 
Thus  quickly  had  poor  Senna  (though  himself 
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scarcely  conscious  of  it)  fallen  from  his 
estate,  as  the  confidential  friend  of  his 
mistress.  Already  an  object  of  her  cona 
scorn,  she,  with  her  usual  penetration, 
saw  that  though  she  might  still  avail  he 
of  his  hollow  friendship,  it  might  very  sb 
be  necessary  to  treat  him  as  an  open  enemy 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

APPOINTMENT  AND  DISAP- 
POINTMENT. 


Fortune  her  gifts  may  variously  dispose, 
And  these  be  happy  called,  unhappy  those  ; 
But  Heaven*s  just  balance  equal  will  appear, 
Whilst  those  are  jdaced  in  hope,  and  these  in  fear 
Not  present  good  or  iU,  the  joy  or  curse  ; 
But  future  views  of  better,  or  of  worse. 

Pope. 


Independently  of  the  matron's  aeverer 
scruples,  the  commodore  had  some  vulgar 
notions  of  decorum  ;  and  was  not  sufficiently 
fitthimiable  to  prefer  travelling  on  a  Sunday ; 
even  bad  there  been  no  penalty,  in  the  way  of 


■"  <*'•.  »lirt  p<rt 

■""""■yiiouK. 

"'""""'*'■»«  .hem  ^ 
°^  «»"•  ttar  d„.  j 


APPOIXTMXNT  AKD  DIB  APPOINTMENT.     45 

*  F(Mtkfyl  ^  in  the  neighbouring  meeting  houses ; 
of  which  there  were  not  a  few. 

Emily,  although  no  particukr  votary  of 
quietude,  had  retired  also;  and  was  a  noiseless 
inmate  of  the  cottage.  She  was  not  unpleas- 
ingly,  or  improfitably  occupied  in  reflecting  on 
reflections,  which  are  always  sure  to  afibrd  gra- 
tification. The  practical  part  of  the  science  of 
optics  was,  just  then,  her  study. — In  fact,  she 
was  engaged  at  her  looking-glass. 

The  female  domestics,  too,  were  quietly  bu- 
sed, like  jealous  alchemists,  in  the  culinary  labo- 
ratory, consulting  the  peptic  precepts  of  those 
appropriate  professors  of  gastronomy — Mrs. 
Glass  or  Mrs.  Rafield ;  for  it  was  not  until  a 
considerable  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  had 
transpired,  that  the  peptic  art  rose  in  public 
estimation  to  the  dignity  of  a  science  ;  and  the 
triumph  of  male  over  female  genius  was  com- 
pleted, by  that  innovating  blow,  which  levelled 
for  ever  the  antient  emjnre  of  cooks  in  their 
kitchen,  through  a  Eitcbsnvb. 
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Old  Tiller  never  had  been  nice  in  idi| 
observances.  Indeed  be  was  generally  peio 
in  a  greater  bustle  than  usual  on  this  day  o 
week. — Though  no  rival  of  the  village  voc 
he  closely  followed  the  example  of  the  parish 
in  opening  his  tuneful  throat  on^  oa  Sui 
They,  however,  differed  in  tastes  :  the  i 
was  not  skilled  in  psalmody  ;  he,  therefore 
the  bad  taste  to  reject  the  venerable  vers 
Stemhold  and  Hopkins,*  for  the  clasnc 
of  Dibdin — the  poet  laureate  of  the  deep. 

Musing,  as  a  man  in  love  so  often  is  i 
over  a  book  which  he  held  open  in  his  l 
though  sealed  to  the  sense,  Burton*s  ears 
assailed  by   the  harsh   tones  of  the    vete 


/ 


*  ''  Sternhold  and  HopkioB  had  great  qnalmay 
When  they  translated  David's  PsaImB, 

To  make  the  heart  fuU  glad  ; 
But  had  it  been  poor  Dayid's  fate. 
To  hear  Tom  sing,  and  them  translate^ 
*  Gad  it  had  driven  him  mad." 

Epigram  on  a  Parish  Clerky  I 
Earl  of  RocheMtrr* 
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Jactotum,  with  a  runnmg  accompaniment  on 
that  least  musical  of  all  instruments,  the  knife- 
board  ;  over  whose  gritty  surface  Tiller  whisked 
his  knives  and  forks  to  the  tune  of  a  well-known 
distich,  which,  as  taken  from  the  old  fellow's 
lips,  ran  thus : 

"  You're  a  haxing  for  your  sea    o    men." 

Burton  pricked  up  his  ears — he  knew  the 
predilections  Tom  felt  in  common  with  his 
master  for  the  old  school ;  and  their  unmitigated 
contempt  for  the  innovations  of  modem  ma- 
riners.— His  curiosity  therefore  increased,  whilst 
the  vocalist  resumed — 


But  your  seamen  they  be  fai 


_i« 


The  rest  of  the  verse  was  not  audible. — The 
lieutenant  was  now  fully  convinced  that  Tom's 
muse  was  in  a  spiteful  mood :  he  therefore 
raised  the  window,  which  enabled  him  to  hear 
distinctly  the  whole  verse;  it  appeared  to  be 
but  the  refrain  or  burdan  of  a  flefr-song. 
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^*  Yoa*rt  a  haxing  lor  your 

But  jour  teamen  tbey  be  &r. 
Your  ships  will  De*er  be  inaoQ*d  again* 
As  they  was  a-numM  last  war  ;** 

repeating  the  last  line  with  emphaas ;  and  up- 
setting the  knife-board  with  a  choral  crash. 

Burton  burst  into  an  immoderate  fit  of 
laughter,  at  this  sally,  obviously  meant  fer 
himself;  or  intended  as  an  atonement  to  the 
injured  reputation  and  honour  of  Tom^s  old 
companions  in  arms. — ^For  the  truth  must  not 
be  concealed ;  he  always  conadered  their  heroian 
impeached  and  calumniated,  bj  the  enthuaastic 
encomiums  he  had  heard  lavished  by  Burtoo 
on  tars  of  the  present  day— 

<<  Why  so.  Tiller?*'  sud  the  lieutenant 
aloud. — "  Why  not  manned  as  well  aa  ever  T 

**  Why^  Sir?  bekase  you  havVt  got  the 
men — there^s  scarce  a  tar  with  a  tul  now  in 
the  sarvis.*** 

*  Id  the  RerolutionAry  war,  a  tar  in  the  serrice  witboai  a 
tally  would  be  conaidered  aa  great  aa  anomaly^  as  a  Padhi 
in  Turkey  now  without  a  couple. 
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The  vindow  was  cloied  imiiiedfaileljy  as  if 
the  person  addressed  had  heard  enougb.— The 
old  sailor  chuckled  to  think  his  artilkry  had  Bot 
been  thrown  away,  and  muttering  to  hfanielfy 

*^  Let  him  put  that  in  his  pipe  and  smoke 
it,"  with  evident  glee  resumed  his  occupatioo  to 
the  same  tune — 

The  employment  of  the  ladiea,  fbr  the  morn- 
ing, being  completed,  Mrs.  Crankls  poeeb 
and  tracts  ticketted,  and  addressed  to  their 
several  destinations;  the  choice  of  ball  and 
morning  dresses,  in  which  Emily  and  her  mother 
were  to  appear,  during  thdr  stay  at  Cheltenham 
being  decided  on,  with  the  advice  and  assistance 
of  the  sage  Martha,  who  carefully  deposited 
them  in  the  travelling  imperial;  the  fimiily 
party  re-appeared  in  the  drawing-room. 

During  the  days  of  Burton^s  eonyalesoence, 
subsequently  to  his  accident,  be  had  endear 
Youred  to  escape  from  that  ennui^  whkh  might 
have  been  eaaly  disapated  by  less  restricted 
conversation  and  intercourse,  in  perusing,  with 

VOL.  III.  D 
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mvidity,  ibe  new  productions,  whicli  were  i 
larly   forwarded  to  the   ladies  firom  a   n 
bouring  library,  as  soon  almost  as  puUishc 
In  his  occaaonal  criticisms  or  oommendatii 
the  authors,  both  mother  and  daughter 
compelled  to  admit  his  good  taste,  and 
adopt  his  decision.      From   being,  at  fii 
critic  merely  for  his  own  amusement,  he 
established  himself  in  the  generally  unen^ 
post  of  reader,  during  the  leisure  hours  c 
ladies;  and  by  degrees,  the  reserve  of  ] 
so  far  had  yielded  to  the  assiduities  o1 
admirer,  that  she  now  often  sat  down  tc 
wings  to  time,  by  the  exercise  of  her  m 
talents,  in  return  for  this  condescension. 
it  may  be  easily  conceived  that,  on  such 
sions,  she  never  failed  to  draw  f(»th,  fn 
least  one  individual,  abundant   testimon 
his  unfeigned  approbation. 

Conformably  with  the  scruples  of  her  m 
music  was  allowed  to  make  no  part  c 
amusements  of  the  Sabbath  day  :  althoug 


\i 
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veteran  who  fully  participated  in  the  pleasure 
derived  from  his  favourite's  skill  and  execution, 
did  not  give  up  the  point  without  a  struggle ; 
and  Emily  had  offered  to  compromise  with  her 
mother^s  conscience,  by  performing  only  selec- 
tions from  Handel,  and  other  composers  of 
sacred  music :  whilst  Burton,  who  more  espe- 
cially felt  the  privation,  attempted,  on  one  of 
these  occaaons,  to  repress  this  instance  on  the 
part  of  the  matron  of  *^  zeal  without  know- 
ledge," (a  phrase  borrowed,  by  the  bye,  from 
that  scriptural  lady's  lips,)  by  citing  the  case  of 
the  greater  liberality  of  sentiment  evinced  on  this 
subject,  by  the  most  strictly  religious  man  in  these 
dominions, — his  Majesty,  KingGkorge  the  Third 
himself;  who  permitted  his  own  band  to  perform 
every  Sunday  evening  on  Windsor  Terrace; 
and  failed  not  himself  to  participate,  on  almost 
all  these  occasions,  in  the  innocent  gratifications 
of  his  happy  subjects.* 

*  We  suspect  Mr.  Barton,  in  this  instance,  pliuned  himself 
OB  a  re|>artee  which,  in  strictness,  belongs  to  a  meniber  of 

d2 
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Nothing  is  so  coD^giouB  as  bafait ;  and 
haps  the  most  orthodox  man  in  Christendo 
he  lived  long  .enough  amongst  profiesso] 
the  Turkish  persuasion^  migbt  /afl  it  difl 
to  refrain  from  embracing  .  Mahomedai 
In  conformity  with  this  propensity  in  hi 
nature  to  become  a  convert  to  doctiines  i 
ratedly,  and  constantly  bculcated^  Burton 
the  last  two  Sundays*  in  order  to  preser 
some  measure  appcarancesi  had  ^'  foUowa 
motions  of  the  female  flag,*^  for  such  wa 
nautical  phrase  used  in  explaining  the  mc 
of  his  conduct  to  the  veteran ;  and  select 
volume  of  that  celebrated  theologian  and 

another  profession. — It  was  the  practice  in  1810,  to  pei 
military  band  to  play  each  Sunday  evening  on  the  Doi 
Clifton,  for  the  gratification  of  the  good  people  of  Bristi 
gentleman  of  that  profession,  which  entitles  him  to  inl 
in  ecclesiastical  discipline,  remonstrated  with  the  ooouni 
officer  on  the  station,  and  denounced  the  practice  mb  inrd 
and  unseemly.— The  precedent  of  His  Majesty  was  qool 
the  gallant  officer,  (we  bclic\'e  Major  General  Warde,)  a 
pinied  by  the  remark — "  that  none  of  His  Majesty's  su 
could  be  Tery  far  wrong,  whilst  following  so  Firtuon 
pious  an  example.** 
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losopher,  Paley,  for  his  perusal.     This  change 
in  the  subject  of  his  studies,  it  may,  however, 
be  as  well  here  to  confess,   was  in  part  corn- 
pulsatory.      For,  in  her  seal  for  the.  edification 
of  her  family,   and   the  profitable  occupation 
of  this   day,  it   was  her  uniform  practice  to 
secure,  under  lock  and  key,  all  books  but  those 
of  a  religious  character :  justifying  the   priva- 
tion by  a  remark,   that  however  valuable  the 
advantages  of  worldly  wisdom,  the  acquirement 
of  thai  of  a  still  higher  order,  should,  at  least 
once  in  the  week,  be  the  pursuit  of  all  persons 
anxious  to  ^'redeem  the  time,  because  the  days 
are  evil.^'      Nor  was  it  extraordinary,  that  he 
should  make  this,  or  yet  greater  sacrifice,  to  pro* 
ftttiate  so  powerful  an  adversary,  as  he  felt  Mrs. 
Crank  might  prove,  were  she  able  to  add  to  the 
list  of  his  other  disqualifications  as  a  husband 
for    her   daughter — a   disregard   for  religion. 
Whether  this  mode  of  attempting  to  find  favour 
in  her  eye,  originated  in  himself,  or  the  kind 
suggestion  of  another,  the  reader,  who  is  aware 
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of  what  Barton  was  not,  will  peitxsve  it 
adopted  too  late. 

In  oompUatnce  with  the  wishes  of  Mrs.  Ci 
Burton  was  exerdsing  his  lungs  in  rei 
aloud,  from  the  page  of  her  hebdomadal  fi 
rite,  Paley ,  and  bad  just  concluded  that  dispii 
reflection  on  ill-assorted  marriages — 

**  Love  is  neither  general,  nor  durable ; 
where  that  is  wanung,  no  lesBona  of  dut 
delicacy  of  sendment,  will  go  half  so  far 
the  generality  of  manidnd,  and  womanki» 
this  one  intelligible  reflection,  that  tfaey 
each  make  the  best  of  their  bargain — ^ 
when  Tiller  opened  the  door,  and  hand 
letter  to  his  master,  who,  as  usual,  was  t 
pied  with  his  telescope  in  examining  the  h 
trim,  character,  and  nature  of  every  vessel 
hove  in  sight. 

"Who  the  devil  can  this  be  fiom?^ 
Crank,  breaking  the  seal,  and,  at  the  same  1 
interrupting,  rather  unceremoniously,  this  i 
ling  descant  on  connubial  felicity.     Then  b 
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ning  his  perusal  of  the  letter,  at  the  last  nx>rd, 
which  men  of  business  generally  do,  as  if  t6 
anticipate  its  contents,  by  asoertainiiig  who  is  the 
writer,  he  exclaimed — 

<<  Stauncbr^SUiunch !  Stephen  Staunch — 
how's  this  P''  .  *■ 

**  Why,  hang  it,''  said  Burton,  forgetting  his 
part,  and  chucking  Paley  and  his  philosophy 
from  him-^"  that's  my  captain,  Sir." 

^^  Then  I  suppose  it's  all  about  you,*'  said^ 
Crank,  who  began  reading  the  letter  to  himself, 
which  be  accompanied  by  an  occasional  excbu 
mation-— 

*^  Aye  aye — -just  as  I  thought— vary  band- 
some — come.  Burton,  you'll  have  to  put  her  head 
the  other  way." 

At  this  expression,  the  searching  eye  of  the 
devout  dame  sought  in  her  daughter's  face  an 
explanation  of  this  singular  allusion :  unconsdous 
of  the  mother's  glance,  Emily^s  eye  was  fixed 
on  her  unde,  and  betrayed  neitber  emotion,  or' 
change  of  feature,  other  than  that  of  indefinite* 
curiosity. 
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**  Right  enough ! — ^follower  tot  ever,^  wd 
Crank,  with  emphasis^  still  reading. 

^*  Follow  who  f  I  don't  underataad  700^'*  in- 
terrupted Mrs.  Crank. 

Crank,  who  at  any  time  had  aBofajeetiott  to 
this  sort  of  interrogatory,  did  not  de^pitJo  reply, 
but  muttered  on 

^  Better  than  a  stranger — hate  new  faces — 
sorry  you  should  lose  your  commission,  young 
man*'' 

^Lose  my  ccHnmissiony  Sir?  What  for?*' 
exclaimed  the  lieutenant  with  wasmtb,-  imd 
committing  an  involuntary  act  of  unpolitenesB,  by 
'  craneing^''  as  it  is  termed  in  hunting,  oev^  the 
old  mane's  shoulder,  in  wder  to  satisfy  his 
curionty. 

<<  But  here,  my  dear  fellow,  take  and  read  text 
yourself,'*  said  Crank,  raising  his  head^  which 
came  violently  in  contact  with  Burton^sleft  eye; 
punishing  the  one,  for  the  breach  of  the  rules 
of  good  breeding,  and  reminding  the  other  of 
bis  imaginary  ailments. 

^'  There  now !"   said  the  captain,   ^'  I  shall 


hme  that  cunea  diiiiiiini  in  tllft4if#M  #Uir#  tlian 
ever.'*  -.  -  !Ai-'    .   '    -.^♦ti.-c.:**  ii'^''^  t^«^-- 

ton  left  him  leisure  to  rumtant^  ^^h^^^ 
tocnft ;  and  he  was  ubasiv^  IiyjJwubnurflRlaiiy 
ooQMiItii^  ids  pdfla,  nrlitt^  mS^'fSA^^ 
himself  as  follows:—  ^-    isxr:^.*^.  iwc 


«        «•      ( . ;:« A 


"    •-■-•- .Vinl  *"  • 


i-'».v 


"Dkae  Si  a,  ziLC,\ 

«'  No  doubt  TOt^iirill  be^#tlifyHM!1[>y^  re- 
ceipt  (^tbis;  but  faayi*g«wri«teh  m'out^^'piidg^ 
friend,  my  second  limitenatit^  at  M8-li|l^h{V%^ 
at   his  friends  in  aio'alMhin^  %6th  of^Sh 
letters  remain  unanswered ;  it  ^bg|^fc8''%^^ 
to  me,  that,  probably  in  his  rambles  on^yfidi^ 
he  might  have  paid  his  fedpebtatb'a^'ftiDtJti^}  lor 
which  he  entertaina'flo  nhich  <»t^f^and^'if)?^'' 
which  he  baa  received  M  tmin^%ifkS'^p^' 
and  kind  aUention.  ''    "-'  '^*^  »»i'^am, 

''  The  newspapers  wfll,  ere  th^liai^^^a^iy 
you  of  the  loss  of  our  Brija^r  ani'  hkppj  Co 
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inform  you  of  my  appointment,  together 
my  officers  and  crew,  to  another,  whicl 
Admiralty  have  thought  proper  to  nam 
SpHfire.  She  has  been  some  time  commissi 
and  is  almost  ready  for  sea. 

^^  Unless  Burton  makes  his  appearance, 
sure  to  be  superseded,  which,  independc 
the  very  sincere  regard  I  have  for  him, 
be  highly  prejudicial  to  his  professional  int 
more  especially  as  we  are  appointed  to  i 
iine  vessel,  and  promised  by  the  port  ai 
a  most  advantageous  cruising  ground.  S< 
I  can  assure  you,  I  expect  to  put  aoim 
handsome  in  pocket  this  trip. 

*^  As  an  old  follower  of  mine,  I  should  b 
sorry  he  should  be  excluded  from  these 
nate  prospects ;  and  you  cannot  do  me  a  g 
favour  than  by  communicating  this  agr 
intelligence  to  him,  should  he  cross  your 
— I  trust,  it  is  unnecessary  to  impress 
fully  on  his  mind,  the  necessity  of  his  n 
the  utmost  dispatch,  to  prevent  accident 
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fact,  in  the  weekkf  account^  I  have  abready^ 
made  a  false  return,  in  order  to  keep  a  vacancy 
for  one,  of  whose  value  I  am  perfectly  sensi- 
ble. 

*^  With  best  regards  to  the  ladies, 
^<  Believe  me,  dear  Sir, 

*•  Your^s  truly, 
*^  Stephen  Staunch.    ^ 

«  To  Captain  Crank,  R  N. 

The  perusal  of  this  letter,  at  any  other  tioie, 
would  have  produced  very  difierent  effects  from 
those  whidi  he  experienced  in  this  instance—) 
He  might  have  felt  angry  with  himself,  at  the 
risk  he  had  so  heedlessly  run,  or  felt  delighted, 
at  the  prospect  of  renewed  activity ;  but  such, 
it  must  be  confessed,  were  not  his  present  feel^ 
ings. — The  late  explanation  he  had  had  with 
Emily,  which  encouraged  him  to  imagine  his 
most  sanguine  expectations,  might,  ere  long,  be, 
realized  ;   and  the  prospect  of  improving  his 
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chances  of  success,  by  the  opportuiuties  wli 
would  be  afforded  him  in  the  joamej  down 
his  own  country,  were  motives  almost  su 
ciently  powerful  to  make  him  fling  His  1 
jesty's  oommissioD  to  the  winds;— -and  there  i 
be  no  doubt,  had  the  letter,  by  being  addreai 
to  himself,  and  he  thus  at  liberty  to  act  with* 
control,  its  contents  would  have  remained 
secret  to  the  family,  and  any  young  felloii 
the  service,  less  in  love,  might  have  supfJ 
his  place  as  second  lieutenant  of  the  Spiifire. 
Fending  the  reading  of  the  letter  by  our  yoi 
friend,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  the  mind  of 
matron  was  idle,  or  altogether  absorbed  in 
speculative  doctrines  of  the  celebrated  moral  [ 
losopher. — How  to  defeat  the  arrangements  fo 
journey,  which  she  had  herself  planned,  i 
the  object  uppermost  in  her  thoughts  :  Ai 
notwithstanding  all  their  preparations  had  n 
been  completed,  and  they  were  on  the  very  i 
of  departure,  a  spirit  like  Mrs.  Crank^s  oi 
felt  whetted,  as  it  were,  by  these  difficulties, 
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attempt  that,  which  mosi  Mhinrtf^wbiiRf  ^%W^ 

conadered  it  prudent  to  detoi  ftupi^tiialkil^^^ 

With  a  countenanee  denoting:  MUttlioft  Ip  iHk 

author's  reasoning,  and^even  a  dobOtQ^'of'tiifaltf, 

oocasionall J  manifested  by  an  incHiUftiW  of  the 

head,  in  token  of  acqulesceiibeV'Oi-  #MMb|ttii}eA 

by  way  of  impresaveness,  with'  ^>^l^>«tetibti  ^ 

her  handsome  taper  fingers^  as'they'hufl|(l^o^ 

the  arm  of  the  sofii  i  somewhat  after  the  mddislft 

manner  of  a  beardless  senator,  addres^ttg,  tot 

the  first  time,  parliament,  in  a  maiden  speech ; 

she  appeared  to  mark  the  more  impdHaiit'fms- 

sages ;  whilst,  in  fiict,  she  was  proposing  tJohtir-: 

self,  in  rapid  suoceanon,  a  variety  of  pistos  for 

postponing  the  expedition, — changing  tite  rtMe^ 

..p.K>r,  what  was  most  impcMrtant  of  *all,  dhiitiging 

their  highly  objectionable  compagwm  du  i^tiyts^* 

However  perplexed  with  the  difficuttes  of  her 

ntuation,  she  was  consoled  by  the  refleetioif, 

that  should  things  come  to  the  worst,  «h^  bad 

it  in  her  power,  at  least,  to  affect  sadden  illness, 

during  the  night ;  alarm  the  family,  and  pall  ih 


m^ 
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her  faithful  coadjutor,  the  doctor :  upon  niiOM 
services  and  fidelity,  she  imi^iiied,  Imviiig  gone 
too  far  to  retract,  she  might  reckon  with  coik 
fidence. 

The  longest  heads  are  often  too  short^iieadied 
to  compete  with  the  flight  of  time,  or  the  unfore- 
seen course  of  events.  For  whilst  she  pondered 
on  the  means  of  prevention,  the  evil  she  most 
dreaded  was  thus  remedied,  as  it  were,  by  a 
marade :  whilst  Crank,  as  if  to  render  assurance 
doubly  sure,  thus  addressed  his  young  friend :— « 

•*  Well,  my  boy,  never  mind ! — ^it's  all  for  the 
best — I  regret  losing  your  company         ** 

**  What  an  idiot  !^  toSHj  murmured  Mrs* 
Crank. 

^^  But  a  man  mus*nH  sacrifice  his  conamis- 
sion. — ^Your  captain  seems  anxious  for  your 
welfare,  and  I  wish  you  luck,''  said  the  veteran, 
clutching  the  lieutenant  by  the  hand  with  a  force 
which  equally  displayed  the  old  man*s  vigorous 
health,  and  the  cordiality  of  his  kindness. 

Here  was  no  room  for  evasion. — The  blow 
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Struck  was  decisive; — and  Burton,  whose  face 
reminded  the  fiiir  Emily  this  moment  of  the 
doleful  dumps  of  poor  Widdrington,  as  described 
in  the  ballad  of  Chevy  Chase,  heard  the  com- 
modore pronounce  his  opinion  On  the  necessity 
of  his  departure  with  nearly  the  same  feelings 
as  a  culprit  at  the  Old  Bailey  greets  the  sen- 
tence  of  the  judge  who  banishes  him  fix>m  his 
native  land  for  life. 
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that  in  the  general  ruin  he  might  have  escaped 
the  keen  ccmsdousness  of  that  exquisite  misery 
which  overwheh^ed  him.     Chagrined  and  mor- 
tified^ he  felt  as  if  the  cup  of  bliss  had  sUpped 
from  his  hands  at  the  moment  when  the  brim 
pressed  his  hp. — He  was  dbout  to  resign  all  his 
towering  expectations ;  and,  singular  to  say,  he 
was  compelled  to  for^go^  at  least  for  a  time, 
those  expectations  in  conformity  to  the  wish,  or 
rather  by  the  command  of  that  friend  on  whom 
alone  he  could  rely  for  their  fulfilment    Yet,  it 
appeared,  there  was  no  alternative ;  for  he  was 
convinced  the  surest  way  to  lose  the  girl  was 
to  sacrifice  his  professional  character ;  and  he  well 
knew  that  Crank  was  made  of  that  stem  stuff 
which  would  not  fail  to  look  upon  a  wilful 
neglect  of  duty  as  justly  meriting  the  highest 
censure  of  hb  superiors,  and  deservedly  entailing 
on  him  the  loss  of  his  rank  in  the  service. 

Extreme  as  his  vexation  undoubtedly  was, 
he,  ere  the  oonduuon  p{  the  evening,  became 
sufficiently  collected  to  cast  about,  and  devise 


far  ooee  more  procuring  an  intenriei 
EbQt  akme.  Thb,  as  bcEare  obaenred,  i 
any  t»e  a  MaOgr  af  cpwMfrdble  difficwhy 
the  more  he  thought  upon  ic»  the  Jeaa  w. 
mduoed  to  hope  it  vould  be  prartirahle, 
timei  he  fidt  ahnoiC  diipowJ  to  throw  hi 
on  the  old  man^t  gawrurity,  and,  depcndii 
the  kindne»  which  he  had  alieady  ezperii 
from  him,  fully  disdoee  the  perpkxity 
anguish  of  mind  under  wluch  he  laboured, 
pretext  for  soliciting  his  adTioe.  Yet  here  i 
it  suggested  itsdf  to  him,  that  aoch  were  Cr 
notions  of  disdpline,  and  devoted  attadunc 
the  service  of  bis  country,  that  hewouM  doal 
counsd  him  to  j(Mn,  pursuant  to  ordois,  hi 
been  not  only  the  husband  of  Emily,  but  fa 
been  his  very  wedding-day.  Failing  to  d 
consolation  from  this  source,  be  bethought 
self  of  all  the  stratagems  he  had  ever  hear 
read  of  under  similar  circumstances. — The  i 
feasible  and  most  likely  to  eflect  his  o) 
appeared  to  be  presnng  Martha  into  the  sen 
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and  much  as  be  would,  under  any  other  drcum- 
stances,  have  contemned  the  practice  of  tam- 
pering with  a  flenrant^s  fidelity,  he  ibund  himself 
compelled,  as  a  dernier  reearty  to  udopt  «  prati- 
tice  so  highly  objectionableand  dtnigmiuous^  To 
afibrd  him  ercn  a  chanoeofsuoeMB  inatfcomjdisb- 
ing  his  object  by  this  dandestine  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, he  determined  to  act  with  the  utmost  cau- 
tion. Feigning,  therefore,  that  his  preparations 
for  departure  were  incomplete,  he  repaired  to  his 
own  room,  determining  to  solidt  by  letter  an 
interview  with  Emily,  if  only  for  a  few  seconds. 
And  now,  as  he  sat  alone,  pen  in  hand,  and 
that  pen  already  dipped  in  ink,  every  objection 
which  he  had  before  felt  seemed  to  acquire  new 
force.  Nor  was  this  unnatural ;  he  was  no  longer 
under  the  £ucination  of  that  woman's  eye,  for 
whom  he  would  have  dared  everything ;  and  as 
his  feelings  became  calm,  his  int^rity  and  rec- 
titude of  principle  reasserted  their  influence  over 
his  mind.    After  some  time  tpmi  in  this  men- 
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tal  struggle,  be  flung  his  pen  aside,  aoi 
gave  utterance  to  his  feelings : — 

*<  Wretched  man  that  I  am  !  bow  every 
appears  to  have  altered  its  aspect ! — That 
once  would  have  been  the  first  wish  of  my 
now  proves  a  source  of  disappointnient  an< 
ation. — How  happy  ought  I  to  be  agi 
resume  a  life  of  activity  in  mj  jnofess 
Where  are  my  amlutious  aspirings  ? — Wh 
become  of  my  firmness  of  mind  ? — ^How  al 
and  unccmtrollable  is  the  influence  of  tbi 
rion  I — an  influence  the  more  extraordin 
the  chances  of  success  seem  now  to  be  rei 
yet  more  doubtfuL — ^This  ill-timed  appoin 
—this  detestable,  dangerous  trip,  to  a  plai 
of  gaiety  and  dissipation— would  that  ! 
been  dumb,  rather  than  have  recommends 
-»A  young  girl  too,  of  h^  personal  beaut 
accomplishments — and,  worst  of  all,  wit 
prospects  and  expectations ! — How  the  I 
flatterers  will  surround  her ! — What  new 
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pects  may  arise ! — What  dreams  of  ambition  !— 
How  certmn  my  misery  l^t^Mow  fuat^iiuiU  f^ 
forgotten  r'  .  '•  i  Ha!t;u;in  iri.'-^ioiV/' * 

He  had  .iu)w  mea^frcmi  Iwdiairvial^ 
paiced  the^room•^at  .iot9V9alt7«0kdIMfii(hg^^ 
''  Yet  her  di£|)Q9i|ioQ  is  t.  iiofate«^-4»MP^<li<fiM 
generous  aod  suso^ptible^— ^qotrue^il%rI<'fM9 
her  all  aDgelior^Wby  then  shimlctit  de»^P 
—•If  I  Qould  obtain  an  aasuvance  ftotirb<^ii|{^ 
— that  none :Other«-«-*—"  '  '  '      '^      •>  .♦ 

And  here  be  stcfiped^  md  iappea^^d  'abikMsi 
choking  with  something  he  ccnoSd  not  ntter. 
Agmn  regaining  sometbingj^like  self-poMeidon, 
he  argued  as  men  do»  whd  are  delemifaied  t6  be 
convinced. 

''  Had  I  but  that  pledge !— the  slightest 
pledge— I  could  trust  to  fcMtune. — ^Has  she 
not  acknowledged  a  preference  ? — Is  he  not  my 
friend? — And  has  he  not  assured  me,  that  the 
inequalities  of  our  fortunes  alone  impose  an 
obstacle  to  my  wishes? — ^Nay,   more,  pmited 


expressive  J 

"  Vet," 

Iweliope, 

<%  KM  S 

*.!«*,„ 

'"'  »  bound 

'*'»>■  Jot" 
"■■  "gitttion 

"'■"e.pmBeni. 
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A  few  moments  afterwards,  as  if  recollecting 
the  urgency  of  his  situation,  and  the  value  of 
the  few  minutes  that  were  left  for  action,  he 
hastily  resumed — 

"What  do  I  here?— Why  do  I  hesitate?— 
There  is  but  one  course  open.^^Call  it  a  breach 
of  hospitality  ! — of  confidence ! — ^it  must  be 
done. — The  sacrifice  must  be  made, — I  must 
risk  consistency,  character,  or — lose  her — Never  f 
never  !''  said  he,  with  a  shudder, — "perish  that 
damning  thought — I  am  resolved.*** 

And  resolved  it  appears  he  was.  —  He 
seized  his  pen. — Every  suggestion  of  prudence 
was  vain  amid  the  storm  of  fearful  passion, 
which  raging  within  his  bosom  now  mounted 
to  his  brain. — One  line  sufficed  to  inform  her 
of  his  wish — another,  to  announce  hb  deter- 
mination. 

"  I  am  distracted. — ^Let  me,  angel  of  my  des- 
tiny !  see  you  alone  for  a  moment.  Fail  not,  or 
this  night  is  the  last  of  Burton's  life.''* 

The  dreadful  summons  of  a  man  resolved  on 


fessiona,  and  liis   lai 

Martha.  < 

In  half  an  hour  hi 

"  Terror  conquers 
retired,  expect  me  j 
not  alone." 

He  thrust  the  notf 
joined  the  family. — T 
already  preparing  to  be 
cordial  interchange  of  1 
and  grateful  acknowledj 
ton  took  place ;  and  afif 
of  Mrs.  Crank  &ad, 
with  the  rest 

The  clock  struck 
at  his  room-door  sumi 
— He  recognized  thi 
and  quietly  followed 


idafif 

imnM 
theJ 
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The  door  was  dosed  by  Martha  as  he  entered 
the  drawing-room,  where  be  perceived  Emily  by 
the  fire-place,  apparently  deep  in  thought,  and 
still  as  the  stone  on  which  she  leaned  for 
support — She  was  scarcely  conscious  of  his 
approach,  ere  he  was  at  her  feet,  and  over- 
whelmed her  with  grateful  acknowledgmoits 
for  the  kind  confidence  thus  reposed  in  him. 

*^  Attribute  it  not  to  confidence,  Mr.  Burton, 
but  to  the  alarm  your  message  excited— you 
completely  terrified  me  into  compliance/' 

"  Pardon  the  anxiety,  Emily, — ^the  urgency 
with  which  I  sought  this  interview.-^In  my 
circumstances,  distracted  as  I  am  between  doubts 
and  fears,  life  would  have  been  valueless,  had  I 
not  once  more  seen  you  alone !" 

^*  Imagine  not  we  are  alone,  or  unobserved,'' 
said  she  quickly,  **  nor  dare  I  remain  longer^- 
Farewell !    You  have  my  best  wishes  !** 

^' A  thousand  thanks,'^  said  he — ^<  excellent, 
amiable  girl. —But  stay.— Leave  me  not  in  this 
state  of  distraction, — Encourage  me  to  hope-' — ^' 

VOL.  III.  E 
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«« Yen  my  tm, 
fupdng  tie  mkAtti 
not  mseoMMe  to 
be  uBgratefiil.To  yoa  I  owe  i 

^you  owe  me  nothiDg'— 't 
piVKivdiaii.    Tliioli  yon  I  gtK>Bdf| 
rtTed  you  ?*' 
^  I  dodbl  Bot  your  fcdiiig-«»yoiir 


iiter- 
I  m 
I 


be; 


P- 


^^Thm  font  ne  not,'*  and  he,  «*to  wbk 
iImi  OMMMiit  of  peril  had  been  my  last.  Gktflj 
iben  n^ouM  I  ha?e  resi|;iied  life  tot  j€Mgt  pK9» 
^viikitt^^cr  e^pon  le  endeer  ny  meBMiry  to  jour 
re>€QUeclioii — end  now  I  swear  that  ^'^^^'n^ 
will  be  intolerable,  nnleea  oh^wd  with  you.** 

^Wby,**  said  riie^  with  rioing  agitadoo, 
^^  will  yon  alaitn  me  thus?  Rest  ooKtent,  nj 
Ariend^  with  an  ammuMe  that  I  ahall  evar  fed  a 
liTeiy  interest  in  all  that  eonoorna  yoo^  It 
would,  indeed,  be  difficult  tojbrgri — ^" 
^*  My  soul's  angel !''  be  exdaimcd,  with  lap 
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tarous  ftdmiratioii — ^^Your  noble  spirit— »your 
divine  perfections  are  my  best  security* — ^yet 
grant  me,  Emily,  the  assurance,  that  at  my 
return        ** 

*<  Cease,  pray  cease ! — Recollect  I  am  not  mis* 
tress  of  my  own  destinyi — ^Adopted  by  my 
generous  unde,  but  for  fais  bounty  and  oom« 
miseration,  I  should  have  been  now  an  indigent, 
neglected  orphan,  unworthy  of  your  preference. 
His  wishes  I  must  consult,  in  order  to  secure  my 
aan  respect-^I  owe  him  more  than  a  daughter's 
duty.** 

<*  I  am  not  then  interdicted — "  said  the  lieu- 
tenant, more  cheerfully;  and  he  would  have 
proceeded. 

^*  Press  me  not  further. — Here,^  said  sbe^ 
extending  an  arm,  whose  inimitable  tincts 
would,  if  contrasted,  have  shamed  Titian^s 
choicest  ookniring^^'^  is  my  hand,  in  fiiendship : 
a  friendship  sincere^  ae  I  feel  it  will  be 
lasting.'* 

He  snatched  the  love-pledge — he  pressed  it 
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to  his  Upe — he  pressed  it  to  his  heart.-—] 
not  love,  lighted  up  her  divine  featuies^  i 
cast  oil  him  a  look^  such  mb  wanned  tl 
seraph''s  breast  at  sight  of  our  first  parent! 
guileless  innocence  of  Eden^ — How  near] 
his  fondest  anticipations  realiaed!  £ 
overpowered  by  a  feeling  of  intenae  dd 
and  caught  her,  suffused  with  blushes^ 
arms.  Alarmed  by  his  manner,  she  au- 
to disengage  herself;  each  effort,  like  tl 
the  limed  bird,  but  the  more  entangle 
He  pressed  the  struggling  girl  to  his  ] 
and  almost  suffocated  her  with  burning 
— She  would  have  shrieked,  but  htf 
failed  ere  she  recollected  assistance  ^ 
Jiand — 

Her  sigh  wis  balm,  her  tesn  were  dew. 
And  ouly  rais'd  hU  flame  anew. 

Her  eyes  swim — the  purple  light  of 
deserts  her  cheek-»-«be  is  pale  aa.  the  ] 
marble — she  sinks  in  liis  strained  embrace. 
:   Recalled  to  himself  by  finding  her  wh< 
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tdored  Ufelets  in  his  arms,  his  alarnt  became 
as  excessive  as  his  passion  had  been  uncon- 
troulabie.— A  groan  of  horror  escaped  him  at 
witnessing  the  efibct  of  his  rash  violence.  He 
placed  his  hand  on  that  bosom  only  to  find  it 
throbbed  not— the  pulse  of  life  stood  still.^*-His 
agony  was  immeasuraUe. — Sinking  on  one  knee 
to  support  her  on  the  other,  and  give  her  a  fairer 
chance  Co  revive,  the  fiery  tears  fell  fast  on  her 
pale  neck.  He  durst  not  move,  nor  desert  his  sad 
burden  U^  seek  asastanoe — Toreveal  hersituadon 
was  interdicted  by  love  and  honour.-— Were  she 
to  perish,  he  had  inhaled  the  last  breath  which 
passed  her  lips. — He  might,  perchance,  be  brands 
ed  as  her  murderer,  by  her  relations— by  the 
world.— *^  What  have  I  done!*"  he  exclaimed, 
in  the  bitterest  anguish.  '<  What  cursed  fate 
presided  at  my  birth !  Wretch ! — Monster  that 
lamp' 

At  this  moment  the  door  opened;  and  the 
faithful  Martha,  who  had  been  stationed  withia 
call  by  her-  young  mistress,  burst  in,  sobbing 
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*agitaiioD,  by  her  mother ;  indistinct  sounds,  as  of 
queries  and  answers,  ensued. — The  servant  girl 
passed  hastily  by,  and,  in  returning  with  water, 
whispered  to  him,  as  he  opened  the  door, — 

«  Be  stilly  for  mercy's  sake.  Sir— «he's  much 
better,^  and  regained  the  drawing-room  in 
haste. 

The  door  was  closed — he  ventured  on  tip-toe 
near  enough  to  it  to  hear  indistinctly  the  faint 
accents  of  Emily  in  reply  to  her  mother's  anxious 
solicitude;  and  he  was  soon  aflter  compelled  by 
their  approach  to  betake  himself  to  his  room 
with  precipitation;  where,  for  hours,  the  dis- 
tracttng  tumult  of  his  sensatioiis  prevented  all 
repoae. 
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family  had  risen. — ^fiy  the  assistance  of  old 
Tiller,  who  was  the  only  person  stirring  in  the 
house,  his  ^  traps,^  as  Tom  called  them,  were 
removed  to  the  little  inn,  from  which  the  only 
cross  conveyance  to  the  place  of  his  destination 
daily  started.  His  funds,  it  must  be  confessed, 
when  he  left  Plymouth,  were  comparatively 
slender ;  and  they  were  considerdi^Ly  diminished 
by  the  charges  of  travelling  post,  and  the 
expenses  incidental  to  his  accident.  Any  incon^ 
venience  resulting  from  this  might  have  been 
obviated,  had  not  his  modesty,  or  rather  let  it  be 
admitted,  his  pride,  prevented  him  from  con- 
fessing the  real  state  of  his  finances  when  Crank, 
the  night  before,  tendered  him,  if  requisite,  the 
use  of  his  purse  in  order  to  enable  him  to  join 
his  ship.  He  felt  as  most  young  men  of  spirit 
would  have  felt  under  such  circumstances ;  more 
especially  as  Crank  was  a  man  too  much  above 
board,  as  he  termed  it,  to  think  it  necessary  that 
an  offer  to  lend  his  own  money  should  be  made 
in  the  absence  of  his  sister-in-law :  the  lieutenant 

£  3 
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thflTcfbre  ciiclhwiil   the   iraCenai*8  Jr^y^gM^ 
suringhiii  lio Iwl wffieimt  todefrsf  aUe^ 
aes  iookfent  to  lib  recnrB. 

After  diamiiitiig  TUktf  wkh  adboimr,  vli 
lie  could  ill  ipai^  he  ooantod  mt  fab  moe 
and  peroeiTed  he  hed  but  a  tern  Aillwy  I 
Eoonomy,  he  feh^  nuji  be  the  order  of  the  d 
•—On  inquify  he  eacertabied  that  aceesWi 
one  horse  oorered  tik  cart^  woold  thortly 
out  for  Plymouth  \  end  thoiigli  the  eonwya 
was  not  remarkable  for  ke  apeeil,  k  ni  o 
venient  under  the  oircuraatanoee)  and  soitad  t 
state  of  his  finaneee. 

Haring  been  detMned  neariy  an-  hour  htjc 
the  appointed  time,  waiting  for  a'pilot,  wfaof 
expected  to  return  after  bringing  voQDd  a  ves 
to  Torbay,  where  it  teemed,  however,  he  hi 
self  had  anchored,  as  he  ikiled  to  join  compel 
the  caravan  set  out,  carrying  aa  Outaade  p 
sengers  the  driver  and  a  pot  ccmipankm,  si 
under  the  effects  of  last  nighfs  inebriation^ 
butcher,  whom  they  were  to  drop  at  Totneas ;  1 


Ueatenant,  asdahanciaiine  joaog  jroiMUiwilb  bcr 
infant,  about  ta  icjoin'lier  hnsbaad^al  iUjUnKnidL 
And  here  was  our  frkod  B«rtipo»  KibQ  had 
arrived,  alone  and  iordktike^  9ridi".pait<*borNa  in 
^  fume  and  f uriona  faaate^^ .  retuoafyDg .  .aliiggishly 
and  unwiilii]^  to  duty  al  &  JD94iol.(|)ac% 
hardlj  £E»ter  than  a  walk ;  and  siMouaded  bf 
persons  of  so  low  a  ragak  iq  life,  thai  ;b^'Waa  glad 
to  preaenre  m  atrid  ina^f^iOi  and  a?jlricter 
tQenoe.  Indeed  Ina  miiid  had  abuodailt  Ippd  to 
ruminate  upon;  and  so  iiiTolved.lifis  i|9  in,  iT^flect* 
ii^  on  the  pecuUaritj  vS  tm  skttaitioii,,tbat  the 
driver  flagellated  his  beast  unnoliq^,.tiUJ9unift- 
ni^  Martin  would  have  shed  toars;  the  butcher 
openljmade  furious  love  to  the  youpg  wife; 
the  baby  cried  and  screamed  iuelf » at  timas^  into 
fits;  and  the  drunkeift  man  ia.£K>n^.  swone  as 
many  oaths  as,  had  a  magIstra|^  b^ap  present 
to  enforce  the  legal  penalties,  would  iia;ire  ren- 
dered him  a  beggar  for  life ;  yet  the  thoughtful, 
pensive  son  of  Neptune  was  so  sUeatj  so 
abstracted  in  manner,  and  fixed  his  eyes  so 
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inlentlgr  o^llwifcfttuiM  of  the  soencrj  tho 
whioh  they  pmod,  that  be  dtker  Irnvd  not, 
appoMreA  aot  Ui  hev  a  syllable  of  aU  i 
paMecl.~At  Tomeos  they  acopped,  and  duoj 
the. horse.  Much  to  the  ^^t^fffttptkm  of 
yoiu^  woouin,  who.  waa  a  fine  spedmen  of 
Eaglidh  paasaati  the  butdier^a.  wife  almost 
mediate^  appeared  and  look  faiin  capliTe ;  tl 
relieying  her  fraai  bis  persccutioo*  The 
maining  parties  having  partaheo  of  such  fefo 
ments  as  the  inn»  or  their  pockets,  affiMded,  i 
the  drunken  man  being  now  fiur  advaaoed  i 
state  of  happj  obliviousness,  the  caravan  sg 
set  out  at  a  brisker  pace. — The  evening  set  in 
rain  ;  the  drunken  man  b^ng  twioe  picked 
ofF  the  horse's  cruppar  bj  the  driver,  i 
bundled  in  from  the  front  bar  to. an  ins 
place;  and  soon  fell  asleep,  very  unoeren 
niously,  on  the  young  woman's  shoulder ;  wl 
from  this  circumstance,  first  became  an  object 
interest  to  the  lieutenant  He  soon  disengaj 
her  from  the  weight  of  her  drowsy  suitor ;  a 
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she  requited  no*  seeond.  intitatioft  to^  fdace 
harself  on  Biurton's  »de  ct  the  tUt,  keying  the 
slumberer  to  enore  at  foil  lei^hv«*^Woi&en  of 
all  ranks,  partioiilarly  of  an  humbkrf  are  -pecu- 
liarly sensibie  of  weU4imed  attention ;  and  this 
act  of  dyility  almoet  immediately  put  than  on  a 
footing  of  familiarity.  From  the  einipleinquiries 
of  his  female  ftilow  trareUef'  about  4be  Voiage ; 
and  the  Adriatic;  and  wheft  a  ship  would  be 
pidd  on  her  return  to  harbour  ?  and  what  leave 
a  sailor  might  obtain  to  come  on  shore?  he 
could  hardly  fiiil  to  learn  that  shewaa  one  of 
that  class  of  women  in  humble  Ixfe,  whose  hap- 
piness is  more  transient,  and  whose  patience  and 
^virtue  is  more  severely  put  to  the  test  than  those 
of  any  other  females  breathing;*— she  was  a 
sailor's  wife. 

She  had  been  married  but  a  week,  ere  her 
husband  had  been  compelled  to  leave  her  in  the 
village  where  both  first  saw  -  the  Ught ;  he 
was  now  returned  after  a  two  years'  absence  in 
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the  Ma^tenrmnn  ;  uml  «e  IflMe  it  to  t 
pitithy  of  our  imale  n«kn  tocngccti 
full  her  hesrt  fluiat  have  been  olthehm 
luqppeai  aatkipasioiia  oa  the  mUgeti 
meeting. 

Before  nigfat-lUl  they  again  choq 
hone»  and  the lieuteaaot  faSed  noltof 
fair  tnTeUer  to  ihere  the  lew  eooi Ibrte  M 
exhausted  pone  effixded.  It  was  na 
houre  after  dark  ere  tbey  mnrnd  at  PI; 
Dock.  He  inquired  into  the  charactei 
houie  in  which  the  proposed  to  set  up, 
oommended  her  to  the  proteotioo  of  th 
lady,  promising  to  take  care  that  her 
should  be  eommunicated  to  her  huaha 
mediately,  and  departed  for  the  I\ince  f 
Henri/y  followed  by  a  lad  who  carri 
valise. 

As  he  had  anticipated^  here  be  fboi 
senior  lieutenant  sitting  alone  in  the  ooffec 
who  no  sooner  eyed  him)  than  he  jumi 
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(waving  every  thing  like  ceremony)  to  recdve 
him  with  a  cordiality,  peifeclly  in  unisun  with 
his  general  character. 

"Bless  mc.  Burton!  where  the  deuce  have 
JOU  been  ? — Wc  had  given  you  up  for  lost ! — 
Did  the  captain's  letter  reach  you  ?" 

Without  waiting  for  a  reply,  he  continued— 
"  Luckily  you  have  arrived,  my  boy,  or  you 
would  have  been  superseded  next  week." 

"  I  wish,"  said  Burton,  drawling  out  hia 
words  with  indifference, — "  I  wish  I  had." 

"  The  devil  you  do !— Why  bo  T  uuil  Hasty. 

"  It  would  have  been  a  thouKtod  times  better 
for  me !" 

*'  Why,"  retumed  the  first  lieutenant ;  "  you 
aeem  more  down  in  the  mouth  than  ever — what, 
bav'n't  you  shaken  off  the  Dartmouth  craft 
yet?" 

"Hasty,  avast  with  that  pnifanation !— re- 
member you  are  not  talking  now  of  an  onlinary 
woman,  but  uf  a  being,  far  beyond  her  sex  in 
beauty,  accomplishments,  and  virtue  I" 
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the  w^Ier  appeared  he  inquired— 

"  Wliat's  the  play  ? — I  say,  1i 
must  go,  and  shake  off  this  &t  flu 
girls — tliere  you'll  see,"  said  he,  wij 
"  both  beauty  and  accomplish mcms. 

"  I'm  not  in  a  hutnour,"  said  8m 
amusement  or  mirth — I'm  not  wdC 
rest."  J 

"  See  bare,"  exciaimed  Hasty,  nun 
with  mock  energy — "Damme  if  yuu  i 
lo-uight  to  the  play,  I'll  send  you  oi> 
duty  at  day-light  to-morrow. — Com- 
colfec  for  two,  and  take  Mr.  Burton'* , 
my  bed-room.  1  suppose  you've  a  bt- 
but  no  matter — don't  wait  for  ua  aftc 
Sir  •>  K«.'^  tko  »<i;» 
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I    we  never  do  sit  up  for  the  navy  gemmen. — 
\    Misses  says  as  how,  iOs  never  no  use." 

<  Many  a  time  and  oft,'  Burton  would  have 

•  ^ 
relished  the  humour  of  this  left-handed  compli- 
ment :  but  he  was  now  that  anomalous  creature, 
a  lover ;  and  saw  every  thing  through  an  altered 
medium. — Hasty  saw  no  humour  in  it,  so  re- 
marked to  his  fiiend — 

^^  That  cockney  chap  is  a  devilish  civil  fellow, 
and  seems  to  know  how  to  behave  himself.^ 

The  waiter  soon  returned  with  coffee,  an- 
noundng — 

<<  The  play  to-night.  Sir,  is  Theller,  or  the 
Moor  of  Wenus — It  is  bespoke.  Sir, — and  no 
doubt  there'ill  be  a  crowded  ouse,  has  hall  the 
midshipmites  in  the  arbour  har  ashore.— Our 
stage  manager  too's,  a  wery  great  hector,  and 
plays  the  Black  to  the  life." 

*^  Thank  you,  William,  thank  you,^  said 
Hasty,  and  turning  round  to  Burton,  half  whis- 
pered— *^  Now  that* s  what  I  call  a  curst  clever 
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CbOov,    He  MOBS  (o  he  up  to  evoy  tfaing 
wonder  was  be  ever  ai  tea  F^ 

Burtoo  WW  loo  mudi  ia  the  blmts  to  1 
aoytUog  of  the  Uack, — the  manager, — or 
Moor.  One  noCe^  however*  bad  been  sa 
which  ^ohnated  on  hkeai^  and  aootbed  his 
row^t  was  the  iiliterale  allusion  of  the  waili 
diat  tjpe  of  all  female  k>veline«i — and  hem 
have  adopted  Hamlei^s  cnnf4ftfion  to  his  firii 
and  said,  I  have  her  ^^  in  mj  mind's  eye*** 

In  this  frame  of  mind  he  sat  munng  and 
ping  his  ooflTee;  and  would  have  sipped 
mused  on  till  midnight^  had  not  Haaly,  ^ 
was  determined  to  cany  his  point,  rouaed  i 
from  his  reverie,  by  desiring  him  to  **  ton 
his  scald,  and  make  haste.  And  now  I  r 
loot,"  added  he,  ^*you  never  asked  £br 
dupper,  or  any  of  your  old  shipmates.  It  k 
as  if  you'd  lost  aU  your  manners— but  no  v 
der,  youVe  been  so  long  athore.*^ 

If  any  thing  could  have  made  Burton  lav 
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■I  would  have  been  a  remark  to  lingnlar;  fanl 
he  was  '  not  in  the  vein'  to  relish,  or  retort,  • 
joke.  Thus  reminded  of  his  negEgeooe,  be  eo- 
deavoured  to  make  an  amtnde^  by  a  general 
inquiry  sAcr  their  health,  whilet,  as  to  liie  tbip 
henelf,  he  eincerdy  wtfthed  her  at  the  battom 
of  tfie  sea,  or  tlint  she  still  eonstituted  part  of 
the  effective  force  of  the  eoemy ;  remaHung — 
and  it  was  the  only  apothegm  which  had  es- 
caped bis  lips  for  the  last  twenty-four  lioiir»^ 
"  That  it  is  always  the  case,  wbeo  a  man 
would  give  his  eyes  for  a  ship,  he  can't  get  one 
■^jut  if  be  has  bis  hands  full  of  busiuess  ashorff, 
he  is  sure  to  be  compelled  to  leave  it  at  sisea 
and  sevens,  in  consequence  of  some  cuned  ap- 
pointment." 

"Why,  what's  the  matter  now? — one  would 
think  you  had  lost  a  chance  of  being  made  a 
bishop,  you*re  so  confoundedly  discontented — 
I  thought  once,  you  were  fond  of  your  profes- 
sion :"  added  Hasty,  in  a  taunting  tone,  which 
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did  not  fail  to  rouse  the  slumbering  spirit  of 
friend. 

<*  And  so  I  am ;  but,  my  dear  Hasty y'^ 
swered  Burton,  with  a  sigh  —  ^<  my  hei 
broken." 

<<D it,  don*t  be   down-hearted  al 

trifles,*'  said  bis  brother  ofiicer,  who  now  be 
sincerely  to  pity  his  extreme  dejection — <<  WI 
one  woman  more  than  another — if  you  n 
marry — wed  your  ship,  and  seek  fortune  in  3 
profession !— come,  that  was  my  old  dad^s  n 
im;  and  he  died  within  three  of  his  flag.^ 
saying,  he  good-naturedly  seized  his  junior 
the  shoulder,  and  pulled  him  perforce  ou 
the  room. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


FEELING  A  FARCE. 


n 


A  tragedy,  wherein  we  sit  as 


Spectators  awhile,  and  then  act  our  part  in  it 

Swift. 
We  are  all  made  fook  by  our  feelings. 

Spamth  Proverb. 


Strolling  across  Fore-street,  our  .adveoi- 
turers  soon  arrived  at  the  Dock  Theatre. — Nor 
can  it  be  concealed,  that,  in  this  search  aft^ 
amusement,  their  anticipations  were  widely  dis- 
similar. 

From  what  has  been  already  mentioned,  it 
will  be  observed,  that  the  senior  of  the  two^ 
^though  on  him,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  had 
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but,  to  be  intelligible,  it  will  be  necessary  to  < 
the  metaphorical  style. 

It  has  falleii  to  the  lot  of  few  persons,  n 
the  naval  service,  to  be  pretent  at  a  drav 
representation,  either  here  pr  at  Portsnu 
Those  who  have  witnessed  it,  will  scaroelj 
get  its  possessing  this  striking  distinction,  : 
other  representations  of  the  kind ;  that  it 
pears,  most  of  the  persons  frequenting 
theatre,  have  assembled,  rather  with  a  vie 
amuse  themselves  by  thar  own  perfomuu 
than  by  any  exhiUtion  of  the  talents  of 
hapless  votaries  of  the  sock  and  buskin ;  o 
other  words,  that  the  performers  here 
before  the  curtain,  and,  instead  of  receiving  ; 
rics,  pay  for  the  permisaon  to  perform  to 
few  who  are  privileged  to  walk  the  stage ; 
who  might  almost  as  well  be  mutes  on  the 
casion. 

Notwithstanding  the  noise  and  bustle  wl 
prevailed  amongst  the  midshipmen  in  the  s 
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the  warrant,  and  petty  officens  in  the  pit*  and  the 
sailors  and  ^^joUys"  alohf  101  e^ideiifeiiiixiety 
was  manifested,  that  the  pieot  shoiiU  pvooeed-^ 
or,  speaking  with  gi»ateradhereDoe  la  truth,  that 
something  shoald  be  gsoing  oOf  to  kaeiH  as  they 
termed  it,  ^^  the  oompaoy  attve."  The  Fiords 
ship^s-company,  which  had  been  -landed  from 
the  frigate  at  '  Mutton-Cove,'  and  marched 
in  double  file  to  the  theatre,  ptmctoaUy  at  the 
hour  appointed,  where  it  was  met  by  seamen 
of  other  3hips,  and  many  female  friends,  could 
little  brook  the  delay  which  took  place  this 
evening,  in  consequence  of  the  reluctance  of  the 
manager  to  commence  the  performance,  prior 
to  the  arrival  of  his  patron.  Sir  Harry  Driver* 

*^  Ton  deck,  there  I"'  cried  a  voice  in  the 
gallery — ^^why  don^t  you  man  the  fore»elue> 
garnets  and  haul  the  fore-sail  up  Y^ 

This  was  accompanied  by  a  shout  of  aodiu 
mation,  which  clearly  showed  the  proposal  was 
in  unison  with  the  general  feeling. — Am  the 
audience  now  became  clamorous,  the  manager 
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awaia's  nurte  im  the  pit,  ooipr  nsang  from  his 
and  hailing  the  gallery-— 

^Up!  tip!  on  yoiir  pins,  erery  Mother's 
soul  o'  you— -Are  you  all  ready  f^ 

*^€oii,N^y"^  cried  half  m  dosen  voieet 
aloft ;  ^  go  h  likea  good-un.^ 

The  boat8waiii'«  aiflCe  ^quickly  obeyed  tiie  sum- 
moiM,  putting  the  ^oell^  to  hit  laoutii,  aod 
waring  his  left  hand  as  the  well-known  ngnd 
was  thrice  repeated,  accompanied  each  tiflie 
by  a  shout  from  his  shipmates,  whicb  shook 
the  theatre  to  its  foundation. 

The  curtain  now  rising,  tliat  most  justly 
admired  of  all  Shakspeare^s  tragedies,  **  The 
Moor  of  Venice,'^  commenced :  in  the  course 
of  which,  it  may  be  easily  foreseen,  passages 
occurred,  that  could  not  fail  strongly  to  inte- 
rest the  feelings  of  many  aiDongst  an  audience, 
composed,   for  the   most  part,  of  young  per- 

*  A  phrase  lince  beoome'deseiredly  popular,  firom  its  his- 
torical connection  with  a  late  splendSd  naral  achierement 


I: 


If 

i 


00  F££LIXG  A  FARC£. 

sons    who    rarely  enjoyed    an    amusemen 
pregnant  with  excitement. 

In  that  part,  where  Othello's  approach  t 
i&lc  is  discerned  by  some  on  the  watch,  wh 
out|  ^^  A  sail,  a  sail !"  the  hitherto  peaceabl 
meanour  and  attention  displayed  by  the 
ance  the  curtain  rose,  suffered  some  interru 
from  exclamations  like  these :  ^'  Point  to 
Which  way  is  she  standing  ? — Turn  the  1 
up,  make  sail,*^ — a  cheer. 

The  play   aga'm    proceeded  uuinterruf 
until  the  Moor  arrived  at  the  passage — 

**  And  this»  and  this,  the  greatest  discords  be, 

(Kis$lug  the  fair  Desdemonn) 
■^  Thatcher  oar  hearts  shall  make  !^ 

**  I'll  bet  a  week's  grog,"  s^d  a  clam 
topman^  **  the  young  un  'ill  be  a  creole.*' 

"Aye,  sink  'em/''  said  another,  **  then 
luck  of  your  black  fellows — Why,  'twa 
*tothcr  duy,  I  twigs  the  captains    stewa 
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with  one  o'  the  freshiest-rosy-cheek'd  craft 
you'd     Bee,     from    North-corner     to     Castle- 

■  Hasty,  who  had  ere  this  descended  from  the 
dips,  and  joined  his  friend,  now  jogged  Burton's 
elbow,  and  remarked,  in  a  whisper — 

"Comet  don't  be  down-hearted — if  an  old 

block  man  can  weather  on  a  young  girl,  why 

(  ahould  you  despair — for  tho'  you're  no  turban'd 

Turk,  like  Othello,   yon  wore  always  tho  devil 

among  the  wotneo." 

'•  It's  more  than  doubtful  to  me,  Olhcllo  ever 
was  a  Turk  ;  though  now-a-days  he  wears  a 
turban/'  said  Burton,  who,  as  he  rarely  declined 
defending  his  sentiments,  would  perhaps,  in 
another  turn  of  mind,  have  discussed  this  his- 
torical query  more  elaborately. 

lago,  in  the  drinking  scene,  had  no  sooner  ex- 
claimed— "  Some  wine,  ho!"  than  there  was  a 
dissenting  shout  from  both  pit  and  gallery — 
No '.  no  !— Grog,  0  !" 

*'  To  be  sure.  Grog,  O!"  echoed  several  voices* 
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dieir  voices,  witb  a  pceamaKk  surprUng^  uador 
the  ekrcuHMlMioef,  ateuck  into  (he  well  koppii 


<"  Vtry  good  aoif^ 

Very  well  timg. 

Jolly  companions  every  one— ** 

which  was  thrice  repeated,  to  the  total  inter- 
niption  of  the  play,  and  utter  astonishment  of 
that  body  m  the  house,  denominated,  in  the 
phrase  of  St.  Stephens,  *  the  landed  gentry !' 

Burton,  too^  who  was  before  impenetrable  to 
all  the  mirth  and  waggery  of  these  eccentric 
b^ngs,  now  seemed   tickled  by  their   extrava- 

■   '  * 

gance,  and  was  observed  to  laugh — a  circumi- 
stance  from  which  Hasty  augured  the  most 
favourable  results. 

To  the  frequenters  of  the  great  theatres  in  the 
metropolis,  who  have  witnessed  the  performance 
of  this  admirable  tragedy,  with  eyee  suffused 
with  tears,  and  hearts  throbbing  with  pleasing 
anguish,  beneath  the  witchery  of  those  great 
masters  of  the  passions,  *  Eean,    Young,  and 
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Kemble,  it  will  seem  a  natter  of  ostooishi 
thu  anj  prnwnge  in  this  deep-dyed  we 
pathos  and  feding,  should  afFord  to  the  m 
subject  of  amusement)  much  less  of  rude 
riment  and  banter.  But  so  it  was ;  the  buoj 
of  sprit,  and  thoughtlessness  of  this  inn 
and  unsophisticated  auditory,  sent  their  i 
wandering  from  one  idea  which  allured 
attention,  (for  the  sentiments  were  often  be 
their  comprdiension,)  to  the  next  which  w 
them  intelligible.  The  sense  of  the  poet, 
taken  in  detached  parts,  was  lost,  and  of  o 
presented  but  imperfect,  broken,  and  s 
times  droll  conceptions  to  the  untutored  c 
Hence  it  was,  in  that  dark  and  treachi 
scene,  where  lago  practises  on  the  ihibi 
a  friend  to  secure  his  ruin,  and  rob  oi 
other  of  his  intended  victims  of  life,  the  si 
seemed  only  delighted  to  find  that  gentli 
could  become  as  ridiculous  and  helpless  u 
the  effects  of  liquor  as  themselves. 
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Ca8fflo*&  silly  8peeeb,(  tbereforoy  proved  ^  sn 
exquisite  .rdisb  to  tbe  audience^  wbero  he  apos- 
trophises  Heaven — ^^  Forgive  us  our  sins,^  and 
endeavours  to  persuade  his  companion  that  he  is 
sober.  ^*  Do  not  think,  gentlemen,  I  am  drunk ; 
this  is  my  Ancient :  this  is  my  right  hand,  and 
this  is  my  left  hand  : — I  am  not  drunk 
now." — 

r  <^  No^  not  jfou^'  roared  a  Jacky  who  no  doubt 
would  have  been  a  willing  witness  in  Casao^s 
defence,  had  he  been  brought  to  the  gangway 
for  inebriety. 

^^  I  can  stand  well  enough/'  continued  the  re- 
presentative of  Cassio. 

**  Then— d—  it  I  why  don't  you  walk  the 
pkmk  at  once,  and  prove  yourself  sober,^'  voci- 
ferated a  long-tailed  wag,  determined  not  to«lip 
this  jopportunity  of  Jiaying  a  shot  pa  the  dy  at 
his  first  lieutenant,  who  had  only  a  night  or.  two 
before  put  his  perpendicularity  ta  a  similar 
test. 

f8 
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▼ulted  with  laughtor)  wfaibl  die  last  sallj  was 
received  widi  tunmltuoas  applauaa  Tim  wtor, 
witb  that  iQodesty  which  seems  an  ewmHioi  in 
the  histrionic  profesricn,  tMk  the  oompfinlent  of 
coarae  to  himself^  and  forgetting  it  was  his 
duty  to  he  drunk^  stepped  forward  aod  soberly 
made  three  stiff  staid  bows  to  the  boose^-^a 
mistake  which  did  not  fail  to  set  the  better 
informed  part  of  the  audience  once  more  in  a 
titter. 

As  the  tragedy  d^nerated  into  joke,  the  farce 
seemed  more  in  earnest ;  nor  will  this  be  a  matter 
of  surprise,  since,  in  the  latter,  the  audience  were 
permitted  to  mingle  in  the  performance  with  the 
actors;  and  the  zest  might  be  considered  to  be 
heightened  by  the  spirit  of  rivalry,  with  which 
one  part  of  the  house  played  up  to  the  other. 
The  contest  was  for  some  time  dubious — for 
though  the  performers  excelled  in  ranting, 
the  blue  jackets  certainly  eclipsed  them  in 
roaring. 

At  the  ccmdusion  of  the  fourth  act  the  curtain 
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dropped.~The  real  business  of  the  night 
connneiiced.  The  bottle,  but  not  *  the  g 
went  round,  together  with  the  healths  of  n 
female  divitMes^  not  named  in  any*,  save 
Sttlor^B  mythobgy.  Like  Milton's  Eve, 
fair  were  *' nothing  loth;*'  they  did  jiistic 
the  toasts  in  honour  of  the  sex :  and  m 
without  any  great  eflTort  of  imaginatian,  be 
sidered  so  many  Hebes,  from  the  alacrity 
displayed  in  pushing  about  the  jorum. 

The  sailors  were  now  at  liberty  to  dL 
themselves  after  their  own  fashion :  and  a 
fusion  of  tongues  and  voices  ensued  r 
equalled,  since  the  far-famed  babble  of  B 
This  over  anxiety  to  create  and  circulate  n 
and  enjoyment,  for  a  while  defeated  itself 
great  autherity  observes,  that 

*'  Muttic  i8  the  fixxl  of  lore.*' 

Most  of  them  were  victims  to  the  tender 
sion. — The  orchestra  was,  iliereforc,  comp 
^  ij  **  to  play  on," according  to  ihe  njomentary  and 
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preference  of  tbe  arbiters  aBtdarbitresses  of  taste 
in  tfie  r^oDs  a\iw>ve..  By  ftcoiiltes}^  for  which  the 
hard)!  spps^of  oceaa  m&xlisUiiigittiabM^  (the  option 
was  at  once  yielcbed  to  femaIa:t«iBte'^aDd»a  soft 
Syren  of  forty,  and  about  half  aaitnooy '^foile  in 
weight,  with  eyes  which; had  aequirt^'UMf  added 
lustre  from  the  contrasted  purple  ^w  of  her 
marked  and  commanding  countepaneei  fixed  at 
once  their  wavering  choice;  by  calHng,  in  a 
delicate  Soprano  voice,  on  the  ^*  musicianers  to 
phiy  up  Jack'd  Delight,'^    This  judicious  call 
was  hailed  with  cnthusiasm.-^The  ^^  CoHege 
Hprnpipe^'  followed,   the  derirs-tattoo  acodm- 
panying,  drummed  by  the  heels  ct  the  whole 
8hip*s  company,     until    the   bouse    trembled 
throughout.  —  Still  the  curtain  remained   sta- 
tionary, owing  to  the  sable  hero  oi  the  tragedy 
having,  in  his  anxiety  to  perform  his  part  with 
spirit,  forgotten    how  he  had  chidden  Cassao, 
like  whom  he  had  himself  ^^  put  an  enemy  in 
his  mouth  to  steal  away  his  brains."  This  wight 
was  now  undergoing  the  penal  process  of  having 
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,  door  and  thrunt  uut  liis  friend  lago  to  appear 
the  audience.  He  sremed  to  come  forward  wiih 
great  reluctance — nor  waa  it  wonderful. — The 
orator's  mission  was  to  make  an  apology,  and 
that  apology  was  to  he  extempore.  There  was 
another  reason  why  he  should  feel  little  at  his 
ease.  The  moment  he  appeared,  he  ft'lt  he  had 
no  ftiend — /(wtV  prejudices  against  his  con- 
duct were  inauperahle.  Ue  had  acted  the  part 
at  the  inaidiouB  aitsassin  too  well,  not  to  fall 
under  mure  than  a  suspidon,  that  he  was  natu- 
rally cut-out  for  the  part.  Having  formed  a 
rough  calculation  hy  the  eye,  of  the  numerical 
force  of  the  sexes  in  the  house,  and  finding  ilie 
male  predominated,  he  judiciously  adopted  ii 
novel  expression  in  opening  his  address: — 

"  Gentlemrn  and  ladies." — This  was  an  indig- 
nity offered  to  llie  fair  which  seamen  were  sure 
to  resent. — A  general  huhbub  and  uproai' 
ensued. 

*'  Where's  your  manners,  you  two-faced  ras- 
cal  ?"  exclaimed  one. 


112  FKELIXO  A  FARCE. 


*•  Off — off —top  your  boom/'   cried  am 

The  ear  of  an  actor  is  peculiarly  sensil 
censure,  even  when  undeserved ;  and  the 
well  attested  instances,  where  men  of  ] 
sional  celebrity  have,  for  peace  sake,  y 
their  own  good  taste  to  the  obstinate  prej 
of  the  vulgar.— lago  retraced  his  steps  an< 
rected  his  error ;  and,  in  defiance  of  the  | 
matical  rule,  as  to  which  is  the  worthier  gi 
gave  the  post  of  honour  to  the  fair,  and  r 
menced — 

^^  Ladies  and  gentlemen — ** 

This  part  of  his  address  was  repeated  I 
he  had  arranged  what  was  to  follow.- 
looki^l  wistfully  now  to  the  manager  (not  1 
j)}xnnptcr  for  the  cue).  He  heard  the  •*  c 
word*'  indulgence ;  and  proceeded — 

"  Ladies  and  gentlemen — " 

"  Thttt  won't  do — none  o'  your  gamm 
you  backbiting  I)eggar,'*  roared  a  topman. 

Iflgo,  however,  resumed. — *' The  gentl 
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— I  regret  to  say — who  has  done  us  the 
favour        ^ 

^^  Has  the  honour^*  was  heard  in  an  angry 
tone  from  the  door- way .^^The '  correction  was 
instantaneous. 

^^  Who  has  the  honour,^'  repeated  the  actor, 
"  to  represent  the  part  of  Othello — ^before  this — ^' 

I 

(pausing) 

*<  Re&pectaNe  audience/'  said  the  manager 
again. 

<^  Before  this  respectable  audience,  claim 
ladies  and  gentlemen — ^your  kind  Indulgen 

♦•  Indulgence — ^be  d  d. — ^You  ought  to 
be  keel-hauled — ^you  mischief-making  beggar  l^ 
exclaimed  the  boatswun's  mate,  in  the  pit. 

^^  For  that  gentleman,  we  solicit — that  is,  the 
manager  solicits  your  indulgence." 

"  Curse  you,  I  wish  I'd  gone  out  myself," 
growled  the  manager,  closing  the  stage-door, 
and  leaving  his  ill-starred  representative  to  that 
fate  which  already  appeared  pretty  certain,  from 
a  shower  of  yellow  rinds,  which  now  descended 


'^-  "■■^.  /uc),,- 
of  T  '""'■*"« 
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shower  of  misceUaneous  miaales  descended  on 
the  stage,  a  short  distance  from  hiniy  and  a 
well  directed  apple^  robbed  his  head  of  the 
plumed  Spanish  hat  and  artificial  curls,  which 
concealed  his  baldness. — In  evident  aknn,  not 
unmingled  with  rage,  at  this  exposure,  the  aged 
pcrsonator  of  the  young  Venetian  officer  picked 
up  hb  wig,  and  made  as  rapid  a  retreat  as  if  the 
TvLfk  or  *  Ottamites'  were  at  his  beels» 

Slowly  now  the  curtain  rose^  lago  reappearing 
only  to  be  afresh  disconcerted  by  his  discouk 
laging  reception  in  that  revclting  scene  of 
flagrant  treachery,  where,  whilst  the  already 
wounded  and  prostrate  Roderigo  is  stabbed  by 
him,  the  malignant  and  hypocritical  fiend  ex- 
cliums — ^^  Oh^  villain  I'' 

•*  Kill  utD»  i'  the  darli-«wbere  be  thois  bloody  tiiievaf* 

<*  Bloody  thieves,  indeed  I— -only  hear  their 
exclaimed  several  at  once,  whilst  another  swMe 
with  an  earnestness  which  displayed  iaXMIb 
senHmetU —  ■"  *  • 


—  "iinoi 

This  tr^  J 

gloom  i,  ,^j. 
jHlrf  ,„  ,^^ 
■""U  Ml  refr, 
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'«'i"g,  too,   „|i^ 
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"«  ""lull  of  grief, 
•''W'  filled  everj.  i 
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precations  were  burled  at  bb  bead — bis  limbs — 
his  life. 

^*  What  !"'r-said  one  of  the  rudest  of  the 
crew, — *^  can  the  black  brute  cut  her  life-lkies.^ 
— Sbe''s  a  reg*lar-built  angel, — aud  as  like  my 
Bet  as  two  peas." 

^*  Aye,"  said  a  messmate,—  *^  it  all  comes  of 
being  jealous,  and  that's  all  as  one  as  mad ; — 
but  you  know,  if  he's  as  good  as  his  word,  he's 
sure  to  be  hanged, — that's  one  comfort  l*^ 

When  the  Moor  seized  her  in  bed  by  the 
throaty  Desdemona  shrieking  for  premission 
to  repeat  but  one  short  prayer — and  he  ran* 
corously  exclaims^  in  attempting  to  strangle 
her-— 

.  ^<  It  is  too  late !" — the  house,  as  it  is  said  a 
Freo^. audience  had  done  ere  now,  coidd  en- 
dure ao  moKe;  and  the  sailors  rose  in  their 
plaoEjfl,  giving  the  most  alarming  indications  of 
angry  excitement,  and  of  a  determination  to 
mingle  in  the  murderous  scene  below. 

"  I'm  d        d,  Dick,  if  I  can  stand  it  any 
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all  the  propriety  of  this  touching  drama ;  and, 
for  once,  rescuing  the  gentle  Desdemona  from 
the  deadly  grasp  of  the  murderous  Moor,  who 
fled  in  full  costume,  dagger  in  hand,  from  the 
house,  and  through  the  dark  streets  of  Dock^ 
unul  he  reached  his  home  in  a  state  of  incon* 
oeivahle  affright. 

The  scene  of  confuaon  which  followed,  it 
would  be  fruitless  to  attempt  to  describe. — ^AU 
was  riot  and  uproar. — The  path  of  the  imradeis 
was  strewed  with  ruin. — On  the  first  alarm,  the 
manager  had  sent  for  the  military,  who  jutl 
arrived  as  the  ^boarders*  took  fall  pofMioa 
of  the  forecastle,  and  were  in  the  act  of  fji^iwg 
three  cheers  as  a  token  of  victory.  lo 
state  of  excitement  and  triumph,  it  wm 
to  expect  that  order  could  not  caaiy  W 
restored. 

The  appearance  of  the  reA-coatM  MPOumd  amn 
more  the  riotous  propeottties  and  iadigwitimi  ^ 
these  champions  of  iojured  iuttociff  c, 
attempt  to  dispossess  tbemof  tttatipotai 


floriling  tha  ,„„„, 
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<<  This  affray  shouM  be  a  lessoD  to  him  here- 
after/' adding,  with  a  laugh,  ^  that  the  Flora's 
were  too  mudi  of  amateurt  to  be  truited  in  a 
theatre,  lest  they  should  abandon  the  service, 
and  take  to  the  stage." 


VOL.    TII. 
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early  supper,  retired  to  rest,  and  Tiller  attended 
his  master  to  the  room  set  apart  for  his  recep- 
tion. Having  so  long  been  accustomed  to  sleep 
in  a  cot,  he  felt  equally  as  uncomfortable  on 
this,  as  on  the  preceding  evening,  in  betaking 
himself  to  that,  in  his  opinion,  highly  objection- 
able  dormitory— a  four-post  bed;  wondering 
once  more  how  he  eould  be  sb  sSly,  or  Tiller 
•o  stupid,  as  not  to  have  stowed  away  a  spare 
cot  in  the  boot  of  the  carriage,  so  as  to  ensure 
him  one  comfort  at  least,  despite  of  his  change 
of  residence. — Tom  endeavoured  to  console  his 
master,  by  assuring  him,  that  *  if  he  could  only 
find  out  in  the  whole  town  half  a  bolt  of  canvas, 
and  borrow  a  needle  and  palm,  he  would  knock 
him  up,  in  less  than  eight-and-forty  hours,  a  cot 
and  canopy  fit  for  a  nabob.* 

Reconciled,  in  some  d^ree,  by  this  assurance, 
and  bis  vdUC$  remark,  that  <  these  inland 
Hottentots  understood  nothing  about  the  com- 
forts of  life,'  he  prepared  to  undress  himself. 
Tiller  first  carefuQy  examining  whether  his  bed 
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vas  well  aired,  and  *  raDging/  as  he  tern 
hu  maswr's  traps  and  rigging  for  the  n 

Like  invalids  in  general,  the  old  g 
felt  anxious  to  have  the  benefit  of  a  con 
on  his  health,  and,  for  want  of  bettei 
called  in  that  of  Tiller. 

'*  Well,  Thonias,  I  think  I  feci  bettei 
for  the  journey,*'  said  Crank,  with  the 
a  man  who  makes  an  assertion  for  the 
of  sounding  the  sentiments  of  another 

'*  That  may  be,  Sir,*^  answered  Tc 
had  now  removed  the  gaiter  from  bis 
tender  leg ;  *^  but  I  can*t  say  I  like  to 
here  swelling,  Sir,"  continued  he,  poii 
the  limb  which  he  raised  for  the  vetei 
i^pcction — 

"  Swelling ! — ^aye,  so  there  is,  but  ther 
wrong, — that's  all  in  my  favour." 

**  You  wem't,  I  take  it.  Sir,  alwa 
way  o*  thinking — partickler,  when  I  had 
on  the  parceling  of  a  morning/' 

'*  Oh,  but  it's  a  good  sign,  for  all  thi 


THIN  POTATIONS.  126 

ao  would  Mister  SemMt  say,  if  hff  it^as  here— 
he'd  tell  you,  it  was  leavmgf&e  ttpf^^r  irork^^-" 

<*  Yes,  Sir,  but  it  dtn'l  be  in  a-^c^e^^ce, 
than  in  your  floor  futtocks^*''    '  '  ^ 

««  Thai*s  as  you  think,''  htSA  Crab*  V***  but  I 
fancy  myself  better  alrendy.^^It 'tiMst^be  the 
changeofw — ''  '' ^    ^    " 

<*  Change  of  wind.  Sit  ^— ^Bless  jroti^  that  can*t 
be,  she  hasn^t  veer*d  a  point  sinbe  we istturted**' 

On  this  subject,  Tom  would  hi^e 'cavilled 
with  the  college  of  physicians^  andd^pi^  the 
diOum  of  the  Meteorologies  Sotttety*^^  It  was 
rank  nonsense,*  he  would  say^  *  to  distinguish 
them, — air  was  wind,  and  wind  was  air,  all  the 

m 

world  over — '  ; 

<<  Well,  never  mind  the  wind,"  rej^ed  his 
niaster,  ''^  we  must  now  tak^to  the  Water — ^and 
do  you  have  a  sharp  look-otit  in  the  morning, 
and  sound  the  weD — -^^  »•"     •  ' 

*•  What  WeH^Sir  ?'*'■*•; 

*<  The  well,  man !  where  the  company  drink 
the  waters :  you  must  take  Boots  to  pQot  you 


l«!"  from  ihj  1^ 

^"'•^0«»^  „.,,„, 
'■"'".''  MconoMted  J 
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High-Street,  condMcted  by  a  lad,  whom  he  had 
proeared  for  the  ooowoiif  finun  among  the 
stableboyB.  ;  i     -•■        •*-* 

The  morning  was  overeast^  widi  -tlrizzling 
ram,  whieb^  added  to  llie  advanced  state  ctf*  the 
season,  oocasioned  the  street  to  be  less  thcomged 
than  usual;  but  the  company  was  sufficiently 
QumetDus,  to  render  Tiller's  appearance  more 
stngidar  fay  contrast*  His  Cietrcmt  bcfpm  to 
dispby  the  talent  and  intelligenee  be  possessed, 
for  the  part  he  had  undertaken^  by  pointing 
out,  almost  as  soon  as  they  set  out,  the  localities 
and  peculiaiides  of  the  place* 

for  the  benefit  of  such  of  our  readers  as  are, 
like  Tiller^  unacquainted  with  Cheltenham  at 
that  day,  it  may  be  necessary  to  premise,  that 
this  celebrated  watering  place  connsted  of  a 
principal  street,  called  the  HighpStreet,  of 
about  a  mile  ia  length*  Near  the  centre  of  the 
town  was  situated  the  church,  a  Tenerable  old 
pile,  bulk  in  the  form  of  a  cross^  with  a  steeple 
of  proportioiisy  so  talU ipiiily  nd  Kgfac,  tbatit 
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I  • . » ; 


invalid,  sought  shelter  from  the  ardour  of  the 
sotimet^etun;"  ^he^^eet^'fTihi'^*  ^^^ 
t^hy^s6ifldiff&&!o&^ 

r^f>e^  du  die^  ^nitefbi  'npire/mmi^HSk^i^ 
dint  vbta,  fail'  dWjiyi¥ted  c^iUr^  |iA»^ 
liirly  interestid^  tod  il^hfei^^  '"'^'^''  ''^^  <" 
Crossing  the  churchyard,  tod  teb^,  i^  iliftk 
persons  do  who  repair  to  Che\t6AKM,''VKe 
chuhsh  itself  behind  him,'  he  soon  fdiaiiSf  hilb- 
self  in  the  well-walk,  or  gTatuf  pl-oili^dde 
de^bed.  And  he  and  his  eompaiiiM  hjul 
hflffdly  passed  through  the  stile  leading  Ami 
the  churchyard,  ere  the  old  sailor's  atteiifUHi 
Was  attracted  by  the  tall  stiMely  tre^  iiHilA 
formed  this  handsome  avenue.  TilW;  ih)tA 
whom  no  dealer  knew  better  the  i^akie  of  ddiber 

of  this  nature,  interrupted  the'  ex^iyultsdns 

< 

his  loquadous  guide,  and  exclaimed—"* 

**  My  eyes  I**  (by  the  bye,  this  was  aiEivouHle 

» 

imprecation,  if  it  might  be  called  by  so'  hiii^lh 

ci     ■■'•  ■'■■■     '■ 


•■      '  !» 


■  to  I,^    1 

'■"•"Ilk-, 
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for  the  youDg  gentfeman  seemed  not  to  eland 
upoD  tbe  eeremooy  of  ixxtrodmcfaoa  to  mretl 
hitn  with  that  title,  and  its  accompaDyiog  pi^ 
▼ileges,  was  determined  not  to  leaTe  him  long 
in  the  dark  as  to  his  identity,  so  fMiwed  tbe 
attaek  a  1m  made  ttimidaite^  hf  staffing  tUs 
tndy  national  ititerrogatory-*- 

<*  Sure  a  raat  sailor  wouldn^t  be  eombig  to 
look  for  salt  water  on  the  dry  land  1^ 

Thus  reviled  on  a  professioiiaJ,  and  therefore 
to  him  a  sore  point,  the  offended  seaman  darted 
on  him  a  look  of  sooni,  which  unfortnoatdy 
betrojed  his  optical  defect,  and  opened  to  tbe 
Toluble  Irishman  a  fresh  topic  of  mingled  raiU 
kry  add  invectiTe. 

^<  I  say,  my  sea  Cydops,  what's  beoome  of 
th*  other  day  light  ? — ^Dtd  you  kwe  thai  m  a 
skrimmage  at  Tower-stairs  with  the  pres^ 
gang  ?  or  was  it  part  of  a  wallopping  at  WqK 
ping?* 

^  No— you  pye-«we-^il*s  part  of  a  whopping 
you  wouldn't   refish.— But  ycu   nerer  smalt 


ffilH  FO^AliOMU  lis 

vfaicfa  ib  d^UedUs  ibhmMiii;'«li^ 
astonidyineiit  of  his  ^stttpWt  IgoU^  auA'^itiefiSt^ 
rial  antagoniBt,  he  placed  his  feet^  mechafildMj^, 
in  what  Ve«tris  or  Degtille  #oidd  iiaM  ^l^nbed 
the  first  position,  and  exclaimed^     'i  '      *i   ** 

^  My  precious  limbs,  What's  thisf --^Ht^s  s 
reg^lar-bulltHipree— why,  this  is  almost  l»  earty 
as  they  begin  at  the  back  o^the-pitlt^'^-<^W(^ 
for  once,  I  don'^t  care  if  I  have  a  pco^oitii  & 
steps  myself  among  the  sweHs.^ 

Without  further  intimation  of  his  iotentites, 
the  cdd  sailor  deftly  tripped  it  along^  aad  was 
soon  lost  sight  of  by  his  awkward  guide  awMingM 
the  gay  world  within.— -His  disappointmeot  fliajf 
be  easily  conceived,  when,  instead  of  finding  the 
company  engaged  in  dancing  and  boisterous 
mirth,  such  as  that  which  the  reader  will  per- 
ceive he  had  anticipated,  from  reecdlecting  the 
eflfeet  of  that  eolivening  strain  on  his  menry 

*  Portsmouth  Point—Celebnted  for  the  number  of  Templef 
erected  by  Christians  in  modem  times,  to  the  idoUtrM^ 
worship  of  Terpachore,  BsQchns,  and  Venns. 


I*7«l  in  «,^..  H 
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with  evident  satisfactioii,  as  he  bdield  the  oomdy 
girl  pouring  from  a  green  boltle  inta.  a  large 
turoUer,  a  dear  KquoTy  of  whose  ingiBdienta  he 
was  ignorant,  thou^^  sufficiently  well  known 
under  the  refined  tarn  **  sdhiiian/'  by  anuiteur 
spa-drinkers,  and  chemical  analysers  of  the 
liquid  on  which  they  live-^^^  Cooie,^  ssid  he^— 
*'  it*s  easy  to  see,  there's  more  nor  toafer  taken 
in  here.-»Well,  Til  say  i/uU  for  the  old  woman, 
I  never  seed  her  take  to  drink  so  eariy  in  the 
morning.'"— Here  it  may  be  doubted  whether  a 
fellow,  who  so  licentiously  could  wag  his  tongue 
as  to  the  reputation  of  the  fair,  alluded  to  his 
wife  or  bis  mistress. — ^  But,  it  seems,^  con* 
tinned  he,  **your  quality  may  take  their  drops 
whenever  they  [dease.'' 

He  was  particularly  struck  with  the  sii^^ 
larity  of  the  applications  to  be  served,  which  were 
made,  as  it  were,  numerically,  although  suffici- 
ently irregularly  to  puzzle  him  in  endeavouring 
to  account  to  himself  why  the  higher  numbers 
should  often  precede  the  less. 


1 

gi-cen  frock  coat,  ; 
ihe  companion  4^ 
hesitatingly  vlii^ 
ear:—                     * 

"  Number  one,  n 
convinced  the  leas  h 

Bui  it  was  the  f 
contents  of  the  gre 
the  fancy  of  old  d 
vious  suspicion  thm 
no  other  than  his  3 
was  at  a  loss  to  undi 
hj'  wliich  they  rtgul 
ence  to  the  persons  I 
waters  to  be  mixed 
^ft                collected,  huweven 
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Steward  served  out  the  grog,  he  forfeited 
call  and  was  put  down  butt  m  the  list;  so  be 
prudently  resolved  not  to  lose  his,  and  advancing 
briddj  up  to  the  marble  table,  applied  in  his 
turn,  archly  winking  with  his  one  eye  at  the 
^1,  whilst  he  said,  in  a  half  whisper 

<*  Naked  for  me,  Ma'am. — You  neednH  be 
shy  o*  the  bottle  wi'  me." 

Here  a  scorbutic,  bilious-looking  patiei^  ap- 
plied for  number ^0^. 

At  this  Tiller  seemed  rather  disconcerted,  but 
soon  cheered  up,  and  muttered  to  himself—— 

*<  Well !  I'm  glad  to  find  they  don't  go  so 
far  as  nj^water-grog." 

Whether  through  archness  or  simplicity,  the 
female  friend  complied  with  the  sulor's  request, 
and  as  the  phrase  runs  in  the  well- walk,  ^*  tipped 
him  a  drencher,^  giving  him  a  treble  dose  of 
the  infusion. 

Frost  and  thaw, — light  and  darkness^ — ^fire 
and  tow,  were  never  such  irrecondleable  ene- 
mies  fu  salt-water  and  the  inner  coats  of  Tom's 


^  ■■. 
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tuaoepdUe  stomach. — The  first  gulp  went  d 
porforoe — the  next  was  in  his  month  bv 
second,  ere  it  was  expelled  throagfa  his  te 
nose,  and,  it  might  be  said,  eye-lids,  (for  they 
glistened  with  soft  moisture,)  with  a  force 
fury  that  overwhelmed  all  present  with  disn 
and  damaged  many  a  dress  of  costly  fidbrie 
beauteous  dye. 

<*  WhatP  said  the  enraged  tar,  his  ini 
smarting  with  the  triple  saline  draft,  and 
fury  roused  by  the  insult  he  imi^^ined  was  x 
offered — ^*  What,  ye  lA^-sanctificator,  d*ye  th 
I  haven^t  had  salt-water  enough  in  my  day, — 
I  must  now  swallow  it  here  inland  amonga 
parcel  o^  lubbers. — See  here,  yon  straight-hai 
jade— don't  come  that  rig  over  the  captain* 
I*ro  dowsed,  if  you  do,  but  he'll  clear  the  dec 
and  make  a  clean  sweep  with  his  stick  of  6t< 
glass  in  the  tap.^' 

Having  thus  vented  bis  wrath  on  his  1 
enemy»  the  irritable  valet  made  his  exit,  and 
il  paired  to  his  master's  bedside  to  report  progn 


Tl 


CEBEM0NIS8. 


189 


;■.'•  '(•■ 


♦  i 


'     \t 


*  -  .  . 


CHAPTER  IX. 


CEREMONIES. 


■^, 


All  form  is  formleM,  order  orderleas^ 
Sare  wliit  is  opposite  tj  England's  lore. 

KlMO  JOBN. 


DisrxpsiA,  gout,  and  bypochondiiadsm,  had 
chraicd  our  friend  Crank  fast  to  bis  bed,  for 
ten  days  subsequent  to  his  arrival ;  during  which 
period  he  had  not  failed  to  learn  firom  Tiller, 
tedinically,  and  in  due  form,  whether  he  had 
<  sounded  the  weir — *  what  water  he  had,'*  — 


The  term  used  on  iDqiiirin(|  the  dq^  of  water  in  whidi  a 
swims ;  or,  incase  of  springing  a  leak,  the  quantity  within 


her  bold' 
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and  whst  was  the  description  of  person 
iiad  met  with  in  his  cruize  on  their  pr 
station. 

It  is  needless  to  saj,  that  Tiller  felt  a  ] 
in  pouring  forth  his  whole  confidence  intt 
bosom  of  the  man  whom,  on  earth,  he 
esteemed.— But,  even  had  he  not  been  so  < 
municative,  his  nngular  and  ouiri  debut  in 
well-walk  and  pump-room  excited  general  < 
osity,  as  to  who  could  be,  nauticallj  speal 
'master  and  owner'  of  so  unique  a  beinj 
Tadtumity  never  had  been  Tiller's  f&rU,^ 
always  liked  to  tell  his  mind,  but  more 
ticularly  where  the  subject  was  agreeable ;  ^v 
it  might  be  easily  seen  that  be  was  descen 
by  the  mother's  side,  from  the  far-fa 
Andrew  Marvel.  There  was  another  c£ 
though  not  the  primary  one,  why  the  < 
modore  became  so  rapidly  an  object  of  intei 
which  was  derived  from  the  exuberant  g 
feeling  of  the  man  towards  his  master.  1 
requires  explanation : — since  his  arrival  at  C 
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tenham,  though  not  that  sort  of  actire  station 
on  which  he  was  likely  to  earn  promotion, 
Crank  had  become  a  flag  oflBoer— not  that  he 
could  appeal  to  Steele's  list  for  his  credentials, 
or  that  it  had  ever  been  notified  to  him  by  the 
secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  but  that  fame, 
the  unbought  herald  of  desert,  had,  through  her 
trumpet  Thomas,  sounded  his  merits,  and  magni- 
fied his  achievements  to  such  a  degree,  that  Tiller, 
and  all  who  heard  him,  might  have  agreed  in 
their  own  minds,  that  if  he  were  not  an  admiral 
he  ou^  to  be  onew — Tom  felt,  as  he  expressed 
it,  that  *  amongst  a  set  of  inland  know-nothing 
lubbers,'  he  need  not  hesitate  to  impute  to  the 
veteran  a  d^ree  of  wealth  corresponding  to  his 
accredited  rank ;  and  to  the  latter  circumi|tanoe 
may  be  attributed,  in  part,  the  very  graend 
disposition  which  was  displayed  to  cultivate  his 
acquaintance  by  the  Oriental  seekers  of  health, 
or  the  Occidental  seekers  of  wealth,  who  may  be 
said  to  constitute,  almost  exclusively,  this  Indian 
and  Irish  colony. 

All  this  kindness  and  care,  on  the  part  of 
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TOkry  mm  'destiMd  to  praddde  a  luunreit  of 
•nnajnett  ta  hit  natter — nor  will  thii  be  a 
aiallervf  fttrprfWy  wbcn  it  i^  wcbllpctcd  bov 
aingiillil'  Ibe  eld  goitleaiAii  was  in  bit  notkiis 
•ad  tun  ^  tbiakBig.--Tbe  firtt  shock  Us 
oorves  underwent  originated  in  a  cunmatnee 
for  whkb  be  could  not  at  all  acemuit-^Bflnelj, 
the  viait  dt  a  gentlenuai,  a^fin jf  bimaelf,  as 
appeared  by  bis  card*  ^  The  Master  of  the 
Ceieaionies^---a  title  ubicfa  indooed  our  old 
friend  (wbo^  like  the  Litchfield  literary  gbmt, 
would  as  soon  have  picked  a  pocket  as  aported 
a  pun  on  another  occasMn)  to  remark  with 


'*  Master  of  the  ceremonies,  indeed  l-^He 
seems,  Tom,  to  stand  upon  very  little  ograwoay, 
in  thrusting  himself  on  people  who  want  to 
know  nothing  about  him.^' 

«  No  more  do  I,  Sir,''  said  Tiller,— •<  every 
one  knows  there's  a  master — a  master*s-mate — 
and  a  master-at-arms  ;'-^bttt  I'm  blowed  if  I 
ever  heard  of  such  a  rating  afore  as  mast^  o' 
the  cerrifmoniesy 


Ik'. 
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*<  What  I"  contumed  Cranky  ff  abaU  a  fellow 

4 

I  never  law  in  mj  li&.  dare  to  intnade  ltt» 
acquaintance  on  bis  superior  ?<—dn>fae»  its  down- 
right dUrespect-rCOBtemptt  by  tl^^v^Lpid  Harry 
—I  wish  I  onlj  ha4  him  in  blue  *wa(er^I!d 
teach  hioH-^"  .      i.  ^^ 

«« I  vish  tag  bad.  Sir,  and  a  few  more  w'^nr 
too,*^  said  this  pattern  of  fidelity, ,  who  just  at 
this  moment  rooollected  the  practical  joke  pUiy^ 
upon  bis  susceptible  stomachy  by  the  fair 
Quakeress  at  the  pump-room-^'^  I  wish  we  had^ 
Sir,  we^d  teach  'em  better  manners.'^ 

Crank  seemed  still  to  chew  the  matter  over, 
and  at  length  exclaimed,  like  one  who  bad  just 
made  bis  mind  up — FB  know  the  rights  of  this 
—tell  the  landk)ird  I  want  htm."*  ' 

Tiller  perfectly  concurred  in  opinion  with  his 
master,  that  an  explanation,  if  not  im  apology, 
was  necessary  on  the  occasion ;  and  whilsif  he 
asked  him  whether  he  would  have  pearsoup 
to-day,  in  the  same  tone  of  indifference,  remarked 
that  '^  he  had  seen  a  man  shot  for  less.*^ 
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etch  of  the  ladies ;  besides.  Sir,  it*s  his  business. 
You  know.  Sir,  every  one  of  those  cards  fetches 
hini  a  guinea.  It's  all  righti  Sir;  he  gets 
ftDmetimes  of  a  morning  more  out  of  the  house 
than  I  do,  who  beggared  myself  to  build  it. 
But  it*B  quite  right.  Sir. — If  there  was  no  Master 
of  the  ceremonies,  there  would  be  no  rooms; 
—if  no  rooms  there  would  be  no  company  ; — 
and  if  there  was  no  company  there  would  be  no 
Cheltenham,''  concluded  this  profound  logician. 
**A  guinea  each  I — a  guinea — humph !  I  see. — 
It's  well  he  doesn*t  come  oftener. — Dreadful 
expennve  place — why, — that's  one-and-twenty 
guineas  a  week, — and  if  he  finds  this  fellow  of 
mine  here  'twill  be  nearly  thirty  ! — and  all  for 
whaif  I  should  Uke  to  know  P" 

It's  all  right,  Sir,^'  reiterated  his  host ; — 
but  you^re  wrong,  Sir ;  for  the  three  guineas 
are  for  the  season.  In  fact,  Sir,  it  is  the  only 
payment  he  gets  in  return  for  the  attention  and 
civility  he  pays  to  the  company  who  attend  his 
rooms." 

VOL.    III.  H 
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<<  Hang  this  ftUoir  tod,  I  raf^pose  he'U  be  send- 
ii^  in  A  long  bill  for  hi^  omlity.^ 

<'  That  be  wiU^  Sir;'  md  Tiller ;  '<  and  if 
you  takes  my  advice^  Sir>  you'll  never  takeiMoe 
OB  it,  and  then  you  know,  Sir^  he  cwit  have 
tbe  faee  lo  du»rge  y«ni  for  it  Better  cut  and 
run.  Sift  and  take  one  o'  them  -  there  flush* 
floor*d  cottages  like  our  own.  You  wilt  have 
no  tvoid>le  in  going  up  and  down  ladders  from 
one  deck  to  another;  besides,  if  you  takes  the 
water  you'll  have  no  time  to      »  "    . 

«*What?^ 

Here  Mrs.  Crank  entered,  and  interrupted 
Tom's  explanation. 

^*  Welly  brother,  I  trust  the  chastising  hand 
of  Heaven  has  at  length  moderated  its  infliction  T' 

<«  Chastisbg !  What  d^ye  meaxk  f  Hwve  I 
broken  any  of  the  articles  of  war  ?  One  would 
think  I  had  just  received  three  dozen,  and  was 
cast  off  from  the  grating.  You*d  be  a  good 
friend  to  the  master-at-arms.  Talking  of  mas- 
ters, perhaps  'twas  you  sent  that  Master  o'  the 

ceremonies  here  !^ 

H  2 
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jdlord  tells  me  he's  a 

1   Crank,    is   un- 

self ;  the  only  mo- 

DDg  this  vanity  anil 

'   (in  which  I  cer- 

e  to  think  you  par- 

kble  girl  should  not 

t  differenliy   circum- 

g  persons  of  her  own 

Lbope,  with  all  your 

U  do  justice." 
Tj  or  the  motive,  that's 
b;  but  I  will  say,  you 
htld  as  I  like  you  to  fed  ; 
uch  a  jumble  of  religion 
I'd  go  further,  and  say, 
T  mother  breathing.  So 
ie  shall  have    his   head* 


mounccd  that  a  party  of 
Ining  room,  who  called  to 
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pay  thrir  iwpeeH,  and  tmnded  het  m  oaid, 
which  was  written  *^  Mi&  and  the  Mii 
Sdhy-** 

Mrs*  Crank  hnmediatelj  left  the  loom 
greet  her  Tisitants,  who  were  old  noquaintan 
and  formerly  neighboulu  The  interview  aer 
to  revive  an  intimacy,  which  had  fi>r  aome  ye 
been  suspended.  With  these  huliea  there  wa 
young  lady  just  arrived  from  Ltxidon^  wb 
delicate  stale  of  health  might  aknoat  be  said 
heighten  the  interest,  excited  by  her  apeald 
eyes,  beautiful  features,  and  fragile  form,  i 
was  younger  than  the  veteran's  niece,  by  ah 
a  year,  and  was  second  daughtar  of  the  £ar] 
Nomianton.  Her  soft,  easy  manners  spoke  1 
gentle  blood ;  and  her  introduction  into  the  b 
society,  had  eminently  contributed  to  give  i 
lost  finish  to  that  which  nature  had  rendered  in 
respects,  save  strength  of  oonstitutkm,  perfectic 
Mrs.  Hemans,  a  lady  about  Mrs.  Crank's  o^ 
age,  and  aunt  to  Lady  Helen,  was  now,  for  t 
first    time,    also    introduced    to    the  veterai 


.  I 
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family. — ^As  the  latter  were  persons  in  a  superior 
walk  of  life,  the  viat  was  highly  acceptable  to 
Mrs.  Crank,  who  did  her  utmost  to  detain  and 
interest  them,  as  well  as  her  previous  acquaints 
ances,  who  were  distant  relations  of  the  earL — 
It  may  be  easily  conceived,  that  this  visit  was  in 
due  Ume  returned,  and  proved  the  commence* 
ment  of  an  interchange  of  civilities,  which,  in  a 
short  time,  introduced  Mrs.  and  Miss  Crank 
into  the  better  order  of  society ;  and  from  this 
circumstance,  and  possibly  from  the  rumoured 
singularity  of  the  as  yet  unknown  old  adnArai^ 
many  of  the  visitants  of  Cheltenham  became 
introduced,  and  subsequently  caUed  on  the  new 
comers.  Most  were  prompted  by  curiosity  in 
making  this  visit ;  and  not  a  few  complied  with 
the  wishes  of  others  more  civil  or  curious  than 
themselves,  in  the  expectation  that  it  might 
perhaps  afford  them  opportunities  to  detect 
or  expose  the  peculiarities  or  .  blemishes  of 
their  recently  acquired  acquaintance.  None 
were  without  a  motive:  though  it  will  be  in 


^■»*- 


^   JS^  ,^J    lU^y  >0C   J^<M    |)aiSB»;i1!AioIklilipp98e 

'  ^^Ti^e  curiosity,  whieh  had  boen  awaketed%a».tQ 
'  jp^l^^a^.fQon  dQitiiie4  ta  be^gBaliiiti?-A 
*  ^^  ijaorpingy  ami  a  jdiigbt  r^^ipite  icom  paii%  at 
^gfh  enable^  the  veteran^  appear  ii;»<thd3vdB- 
]glk^  to  make  his  observations  on  tb^^Iace^aad 
f^prnganyin  person.  Being  unable  to  twalif,  he 
^MDct  in  that  sort  cf  conveyance,  ao  <;o«iQioki  at 
Ch^ltenhiun,  a  wheekd-^hair^  which  ^aSidtawn^ 
gupither  propped  by  Tillei:  ^aha^'  whiUt.thP 
^i^d,  with  ,  a  good  |i\i^oured  ,  sn^)e  i|t  the 
IjjIgularityotthjpjfiipnypyaD^  theh^n^in 

^4q4»  ?p4  ;?^¥*^  !weV;  according^  tp  Tbpmas!s 

,,  Till^i^  j^ho  Vftfi  ^Jpxp«^t  4t  Scuimiag '  cfiSift^of 
eyery  d^npti^o^  and  vf  ho  direpted  the.  <Qpjm» 
of!(the  yeter^^s  cbsir^jdOToi::^  to  many  ooisider- 
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"  Slarboawlj- 

'omdedlj,  Th^ 
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■'"e  looUng,  gg„(,^^ 
""m,ul  lumblMj; 
"lie  »queaini,t„( 
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it  be  byne  bye,  when  we  come  to  take  in  our 
water !" 

<<  Why,  yes,  Thomas,  we  musn't  bring  her  too 
much  by  the  head/' 

**  I  know  it  brought  many  iJiere  oftener  than 
they  wished  toother  morning." 

Notwithstanding  the  anxiety  Crank  had  ex- 
pressed, to  betake  himself  to  the  use  of  the 
waters  as  speedily  as  possible,  he  made  the 
circuit  of  Mother  Forty's  Well  without  ^shorten- 
ing sail ;'  and  even  coasted  all  round  the  ad- 
joining pump-room  Mrithout  coming  once  to  an 
anchor.  The  singularity  of  his  appearance  had, 
from  the  first,  rendered  him  an  object  of  very 
general  observation.  The  crowd  which  sur- 
rounded his  diair,  with  looks  which  simply 
denoted  their  surprise,  soon  rather  unceremoni- 
ously began  to  put  questions  to  each  other, 
little  complimentary  to  their  own  delicacy,  or 
the  veteran's  feelings.  The  smile,  which  had 
become  general,  soon  relaxed  into  a  titter  of 
laughter  amongst  the  younger  and  more  thought- 
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A  ;|roaDg  ^nmvried  mao,  with  a  good  came 
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TuRgood  peot>leof  Cbelteiibaiii,byut  jnprep^r- 
ticukriy  thftt  part.pf  ita  iEemale  popiiV^ipiPsfjpp- 
MstiDg  of  youDg  ladiea  who  had  bands  and  h^f^ts 
to  give  away,  or  mothers  who  had  marriageable 
daughters  to  dispose  of,  was,  about  this  time,  put 
into  that  agreeable  sort  of  exdtation,  so  often 
the  result  at  watering-places,  of  the  appearance 
amongst  them  of  a  new  face  with  the  repute  of 
a  large  fortune. 
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I  H.^  «..»».  U»cU- or  p«-.  DM, 
*'i:]                      to  be  afiSected  by  this  arrival,  it  will  be  easilj 

I I  ooDJectiired,  that  the  individual  now  about  tc 

be  introduced  was  a  hero,  not  a  heroine. 

,  Independently  of  the  courtesy,  which  per. 

;  {  mits  writers  of  novels  to  dub,  with  the  title  d 

hero,  the  principal  personages  who  figure  is 
thdr  mimic  drama,  this  new  male  acquaintance 
had  other  more  legitimate  claims  to  that  tide- 
He  was  an  officer,  just  returned  from  oui 
army  in  India,  in  which  he  had  distinguisbed 
himself,  and  obtained  a  majority  at  a  rathei 
unusually  early  period  of  service.  But  these 
objects  were  oon»dered  as  of  ccMDparativd] 
small  importance,  by  the  bright  ejresof  Chelten- 
ham, when  put  in  the  scale  vrith  other  quali 
fications  he  possessed,  to  conciliate  the  fiivoui 
of  both  young  and  old.  He  was  young  and 
handsome  —  and  through  the  preference  oi 
a  deceased  friend,  altogether  unconnected  witli 
him  by  family,  who,  being  childless,  had  left  bin 
his  heir,  solely   on  condition  that  he  should 
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adopt  his  name ;  he  was  rich,  and  sported  all 
the  attributes  of  wealth,  which  were  in  them- 
selves sufficient  to  render  him  a  favourite  with 
the  seniors  of  the  sex. 

Among  other  subjects  of  conversation  intro- 
duced, when  Mrs.  Crank  and  her  daughter 
last  called  on  Mrs.  Selby,  the  wealthy  young 
major  was  mentioned. 

**Have  you,  Mrs.  Crank,'^  said  the  latter, 
*^  seen  our  last  arrival  from  India  ?"' 

**  No,*^  replied  Mrs.  Crank,  very  unaffectedly, 
«<  I  never  read  that  part  of  the  papers — ^not,  to 
my  knowledge,  having  either  acquaintance  or 
relative  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe.*^ 

*^  Answered  with  precision,  and  to  the  very 
letter, — I  protest!''  said  Mrs.  Selby  —  "you 
speak,  as  Shakspeare  would  have  said,  *  by  the 
card/" 

"  Oh,  Ma  means,''  said  the  eldest  of  the 
young  ladies,  "  the  late  arrival  at  Cheltenham 
—You  know  the  grey  horses  and  handsome 
curricle.'' 


i! 
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Here  a  matter^f-fact  lad j  preaeot  oould 
refndn  from  laughing,  whilst  she  inquired- 

**  Why  such  things  should  be  brouglit  : 
such  a  distance — ^have  we  not  better  he 
said  she. 

**  Oh,  you  mean,  child,  better  curricles 
horses — True— but  the  arrival  I    mean,  is 
major  who  drives  that  handsome    equipai 
and  whom  you  might  have  seen  yesterday,  pa 
ing  between  turnpike  and  turnpike."^ 

Their  visitants,  not  yet  appearing  to  recogr 
from  this  description,  the  gentleman  allu 
to,  the  younger  of  the  Selbjs  aimperii 
remarked — 

"Oh,  Major  Hervey — the  handsome  m; 
-*he  danced  with  Lady  Helen  at  the  roo 
the  other  night*' 

"  Yes,''  said  Mrs.  Selby,  looking  significai 
at  the  senior  lady  of  the  party ;  ^*  he*s  co 
dered  quite  a  catch — already  he  goes  by 
name  of  the  young  nabob — we  shall  have 
the  girls  cocking  their  caps  at  him.^' 
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**  A  nabob,"  said  Emilys  inquisitively,  <^  I 
always  understood  nabobs  were  a  sort  of  east- 
em  princes — rich  old  men." 

"Aye,  but  here's  a  young  one,**  remarked 
Miss  Selby. 

"Yes,  and  extremely  handsome,  too,^'  said 
her  sister.  Why,  mama,  he  doesn't  look  as  if 
he  was  much  burnt  with  the  sun." 

Here  the  lady's  mother  observed,  **  he  was  a 
little  dark,  to  be  sure — but  you  know  dark  men 
are  always  considei^  the  handsomest." 

"  I  don't  think  I  should  be  afraid  to  go  out 
myself  to  my  uncle,  next  season,"  said  the 
younger,  "  only  those  shocking  coups  de  soUU,^^ 

Here  her  mother  interrupted  her  volubility, 
remarking — 

*^  No,  Maria,  there'^s  no  necessity  for  such 
haste  either — I  hope,  my  love,  there  is  better 
fortune  for  you  in  store.'' 

This  conversation  was  interrupted  by  Mrs. 
Selby  acquainting  her  friend,  they  were  pre- 
paring  to  go  to    the  rooms    the   succeeding 
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Mn.  Cnnk,  by  that  affidbaitjr  which  abe  wit 
always  aUe  to  ajMume,  ao  far  recommended  ber- 
■df,  that  he  fiek  animated  by  a  wish  to  ofaOBB 
for  her  daughter,  what  he  termed  <^a  desnUe 
partner/* 

The  kdy  expreesed  bw  gratitude  fcr  ha 
kind  intention,  which,  ahe  admitted,  was  tk 
more  necesnry,  as  they  were  quite  strangen 
at  Cheltenham.  She  subsequently,  however, 
availed  hernlf  of  the  distincrtion  he  had  ditwn 
as  to  a  **  desirable  partner,"  and  begged  be 
would  be  particular  in  his  selecti<Hi,  as  there 
were  but  too  many  adventurers  to  be  found  in  all 
public  places. 

During  this  short  oonversatioo,  the  eyes  oi 
Mrs.  Selby  and  her  daughter  were  invoiuntanlj 
turned  to  the  entrance  door,  as  though  in  ezpe& 
tation  of  soine  valued  acquisition  to  their  partj' 
Mrs.  Crank  .  could  not  avoid  witnessing  thi^ 
anxiety  ;  nor  was  she  destined  to  hesitate  long  sa 
to  its  object ;  for  soon  after  the  star  of  the  as- 
cendant made  its  appearance^  and  the  hero  d 
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the  Indies  and  ingots  entered  the  baH-roora, 
accompanied  by  one  of  those  obsequious  ser- 
vants out  of  livery,  whose  assiduities  are  con- 
adered  to  be  more  than  repaid,  by  the  fleeting 
favour  of  the  hour,  and  a  general  invitation  to 
dinner,  of  which  he  never  failed  to  avail  himself. 
In  fact  the  latter  was  of  that  respectable  class  of 
ephemeral  insects,  ever  seen  basking  in  the  sun- 
shine, denominated  led-captains. 

The  Major,  after  having  surveyed  the  room 
much  in  the  manner  of  an  eastern  sultan,  ac* 
customed  to  the  ceremonial  of  the  handker- 
chief,  his  subsequent  conviction  accorded  with 
his  first  impression  on  entering  the  room;  and 
repuring  immediately  to  the  master  of  the  cere- 
monies, he  turned  the  conversation  on  Emily, 
and  begged  to  be  introduced.  Although  the 
Major,  like  all  other  Indians,  was  a  victim  to  the 
lassitude  so  inseparable  from  a  residence  in  an 
enervating  climate,  he  had  determined  to  brave 

all  the  hazards  resulting  from  such  an  applica- 
tion, even  though,  as  he  expressed  it,  *<con- 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


PAY-DAY. 


-# 


FaUtaff,  Thou  dost  g^ye  me  flattering  basses. 

DolL  By  my  troth,  I  kiss  thee  with  a  most  constant  heart 

FaL  I  am  old,  I  am  old. 

DolL  I  lore  thee  better,  than  I  love  e*er  a  scurvy  young  boy 
of  them  alL 

Fal,  What  stuff  wilt  thou  have  a  kirtle  of?    I  shall  receive 
money  on  Thursday.    Thou  shalt  have  a  cap  to-morrow. 

Henry  IV. 


It  may  be  presumed,  from  the  urgency  with 
which  Staunch  summoned  Burton^s  services,  he 
had  little  leisure  to  pine  in  moping  melancholy : 
both  his  superiors  having  determined,  it  would 
be  very  desirable  he  should  be  kept  as  busily 
occupied  as  possible,  in  order  to  counteract  that 
depression  of  spirit,  which  they  witnessed  with 
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SO  noch  concern.  The  various  duties  atte 
on  fitting  out— oomprisiD^  <  dock-yard  di 
« taking  the  guard* — «  answering  ngnals* 
nuMiotonous  return  of  delirering  the  * 
progress  at  the  Admiral's  office/  all  de? 
upon  the  languid  lover;  whose  spirits 
have  proved  unequal  to  the  task,  had  h 
been  cruelly,  as  he  thought,  but  humane 
his  friends  believed,  spurred  on  to  more 
ordinary  exertions  by  their  joint  contrivanc 
Their  new  ship  had  been  now  reported  i 
for  sea ;  and  an  air  of  agitation, — an  indefi 
tumultuous  feeling  in  and  about  the  brig,  sc 
to  betoken  her  probable  departure,  with  i 
thing  of  the  same  certainty  which  indw 
sailor  to  fortel  the  approach  of  stormy  wes 
from  its  agitated  precursor — the  *  gr 
swell.' 

Nor  are  these  symptoms  confined  to  u 
trial  indications  only — for,  as  in  the  observ; 
of  natural  phenomena,  the  sailor  is  wont  to 
to  the  sky,  in  order  to  fortify  his  specula 
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discernible  from  the  movements  of  cdeiiial 
bodies,  including  the  sign  ^  Virgo^^  occasionally 
tenninating  in  *  Scorpio,'*  which  as  clearly  foretel 
a  certain  moral  phenomenon. 

Have  you  ever,  reader,  seen  a  pay-day  on 
board  a  man-of-war  ? — 

If  not, — though  you  may  have  reached  the 
sources  of  the  long  undiscovered  Nile,  or  slaked 
your  thirst  despite  of  the  Guardian  Dragons, 
at  the  fabled  fountmn  from  whence  the  mighty 
Niger  begins  its  course  across  the  thirsty  was^tc 
of  Africa; — though,  with  praise-worthy  curio- 
dty,  you  may  have  climbed  by  star-light  the 
snow-clad  heights,  and  dared  the  fearful  aval- 
anches of  Mont  Blanc,  to  witness  from  its  summit 
the  awful  glory  of  the  rising  sun ; — or  gasped  for 
breath,  in  the  dangerously-attenuated  atmosphere 
of  the  loftier  Andes,  or  Himaleyan  range,  you 
may  console  your  ambition  of  novelty  by  the 
reflection  that  there  is  something  yet  to  be  seen ; 
and  that  the  kingly  sage  laboured  under  a  very 
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die  feelings  and  conduct  of  a  large  portion  of 
^^nu  majestj^s  profit-loving  lieges*— bearded  and 
Ii4)eardles8. — The  fair  residents  of  the  plac^  as- 
inline  a  gentleness  of  manner  and  a  decorous 
f^'propriety  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  usual 
^attributes  of  this  class  of  the  softer  sex.— A  kind 
f:mkd  affictiomUe  intercourse  is  observed  to  sub- 
^  m$l  between  couples  in  every  berths  and  on 
t  every  hatchway  throughout  the  ship^s  decks — 
I  The  soft  syren,  who,  on  her  first  embarkation, 
r  dmnigh  delicacy  had  ^  aever  told  her  love,'  or 
r  ipiven  other  proof  of  affection  to  her  swain,  than 
I  those  striking  evidences  of  a  pugnacious  spirit, 
r  discernible  in  the  scratched  cheek  or  blackened 
.  ejes  of  her  spouse,  is  now  seen  the  live-long 
^  day  sitting  in  amorous  fondness  with  her  rugged- 
muzzled  swain  on  the  fore  bitts,  or  lolling  on 
the    combings   of  the    hatchways,    innocently 
twisting  round  her  fingers  those  long  love-locks, 
the  cherished   ornament  of   poor   Jack^   who 
believes  her  often-plighted  oath,  that — *^  he  is  the 
only  man  she  ever  caM  love.^ 

I  S 
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ceroible  frond  the  conduct  and  demeanour  of 
the  antient  people  of  Israel.  This  cunning 
ttrfbe,  with  unerring  certainty,  are  able  to  fix 
tlie  date  of  the  payment  of  any  ship,  through 
Ae  medium  of  agents  in  London,  or  persons  in 
jMlblic  offices,  into  whose  confidence  they  never 
fiul  to  worm  themselves.  Indeed  it  may  be 
wid,  that  such  is  their  sagacity,  that  they  are  in 
possession  of  this  valuable,  and  to  them  impor- 
tant, secret,  much  earlier  than  the  ship's  com- 
mander, or  any  officer  under  him. 

For  about  a  week  previously  these  equivocal 
{tidications  of  respect  and  civility  from  the 
Jewish  tribe,  had  been  witnessed  by  all  the 
officers  of  the  Spit/Ire.  And  here  it  is  remark- 
Ale,  that  in  proportion  as  these  were  heaped 
iifKjia  the  brig^s  officers,  those  of  the  Flora,  (the 
tAst  ship  paid,)  and  from  whom,  therefore,  there 
'*iHliS  neither  profit  tor  advantage  to  be  expected, 
were  treated  with  the  utmost  surliness  and  con- 
temptuous indifference  by  these  arch  hypocrites ; 
though  formerly,  in  their  turn,  assailed  by  the 
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<<  Cot  blesa  you,  Capt 
the  first  class, — and  here, 
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general  promotion  takes  phoe  throogliout  the 
navy— ^particularly  amoilg  the  liettteoantSy  who 
are  all  dabbed  captaiiia.-^'^  Cot' blew  you,  Cap- 
tainsh — ^it  dosh  mylieartah  coodtbshe  you— 
Phatoh  can  I  do  for  you  to'  dier?e  you  or  share 
you  expenshe  ?^ 

**  Nothing,  my  good  tnaii,^  -  said  Burton, 
whose  hurry  induced  him  to  be  peremptory,  in 
declining  this  questionable  civility.  He  had 
little  reason  to  congratulate  himself  upon  his 
success  in  shaking  off  this  obseqmous  follower,— 

another  more  eager  than  his  fellow  thrust  the 
card  of  his  shop  into  his  hand,  and  begged  per- 
mission to  be  allowed  to  serve  the  ship's  com- 
pany with  slops. 

Endeavouring  to  clear  Scylla,  he  tumbled  into 
Charibdes ;  for  a  bolder  specim^  of  the  tribe, 
seizing  him  by  the  arm,  with  marked  anxiety, 
also  presented  his  card^  awearing-^^  Sho  elp, 
my  Cotsh,  I  av  it  in  my  poarsh  to  sharve  the 
shemen,  full  shixty  pur  dient  shesper  till  any 
von  elsh  in  de  drade.^* 
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I 

When  the  mere  prepanitioo3  for  pay^^day 

9   were  in  themeelves  so  formidable^  the  reader 

P   will  only  tliink  it  a  proof  of  becoming  modesty 

i   in  .UK  to  decline  that  which  must  be  a  very  in- 

*    fn^uate  attempt  to  dqiict  the  turmoil^  bustle^ 

'    md  uproar  which  characterised  the  proceedings 

ot  the.  day  antecedent  to  the  Spiifir^.r.gm^  to 

ffA  i  or,  what  would  be  still  more  diffieult,  tbfi 

naasions  and  prejudices,  on  the  one  hand,  and 

ul^et  want  of  principle  or  decorum,  on  the  other, 

^dieited  during  this  conflict  of  interests.    Suffice 

it-  to  say,    that  Burton  found    the   prophecy 

of  the  sapient  Israelite  fulfilled.    On  the  day 

mentioned,  the  pay-flag  was  hoisted— -the  coni* 

iiMssioners  came   on   board — the  seamaii'i  ac- 

omntB  were  overhauled    and   adjusted.     The 

debtors,  both  male  and  female,  chiwded  the 

deck,  which  presented  a  scene  like  an  eastern 

baz^iar — the  spaoes  between   the  gims  .being 

QOCU[Med  as  ^<  stands"  by  the  different  firms  of 

M^sesy'-  |lievi, — Jones, — Aaion,— Mi^decai^^- 

and  Solomons,  the  remnants  of  their  outcast 

tribes ; —  and  the  refuse  of  ages. 

i3 
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after  whining,  blubbering,  and  hug^ng,  in 
proportion  to  the  pin-money,  or  the  liberal 
provision  made  for  present  and  future  wants 
by  their  indulgent  spouses ;  sobbed  qffkctionate 
adieus,  and  were  seen  retiring  in  the  -boats — 
<<  waving  their  lily  hands  ;"  whilst  a  few  others, 
disappointed  in  their  extrairagant  expectations, 
forgot  their  plighted  love  in  their  wrongs ;  and 
very  significantly  immersed  their  digits  in  the 
sea,  and  devoutly  thanked  heaven— they  had 
*^well  washed  their  hands  txf  the  shabby  con- 
5am.'*' 

Though  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that 
irregularity  and  inebriety  were  amongst  the 
consequences  of  a  scene  like  this,  by  day- 
break next  morning,  the  utmost  order  and 
propriety  were  observable  in  every  department 
on  board ;  and  before  ^^  piping  to  breakfast," 
the  Spitfire  was  discovered,  under  a  heavy  press 
of  canvas,  stretching  down  Channel  with  a 
favourable  breeze. 
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and  less  exposed  to  the  intrusion  of  strangers. 
The  environs  of  this  delightful  place  abound 
with  small  detached  villas  and  rural  boxes,  amid 
gardens  and  plantations;  which,  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  the  ever-changing  population  of 
tlie  place,  are  let  or  hired,  ready  furnished. 
He  was  not  long  in  obtaining  the  accommoda- 
tion he  required;  and  having  discharged  the 
enormous  bill  contracted  during  their  stay  at 
the  inn,  his  coxswain  received  orders  to  shift 
his  flag  to  Clarence  Lodge;  with  which  the 
latter  very  gladly  complied,  being  almost  as 
tired  of  running  up  and  down  stairs  at  his  time 
of  life,  as  his  superior  was  of  the  noise  and 
bustle  of  an  hotel.  Here,  too,  Mrs.  Crank's 
g^ius  was  more  at  liberty  to  display  itself; 
and  she  soon  found  herself,  as  most  persons 
will,  who  can  affotd  to  entertain  their  friends, 
surrounded  by  a  considerable  party,  or  knot  of 
persons,  whose  habits  of  thinking  and  acting 
were  more  congenial  to  her  taste,  than  to  that 
of  the  fastidious  commodore.     Amongst  those, 
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r^^tfded  todety^  might  be  BiJA  toJMve  ^^sprung 
fiom  the  ranks.^'  It  may  he-iatAy  afBrmed, 
tint  the  attentiom  of  men'  in  a  more  exahed 
ftnk  are  proporticttdbly  agrtedble  lo'  wdmen ; 
by  a  pardonable  analogous  i^eaMmfaig,  it  may 
be  also  inferred,  they  must  be  influenced  by  the 
deference  or  homi^  of  men  Hi  dignified  «tatibn. 
The  poet  saith— *<  A  ttunt  in  crape  is  twice  a 
saint  in  lawn.''  To  thb  filling,  therefare,'  may 
perhaps  be  traced  the  eflPect  produced  by  the 
deferential  preference  and  marked  homage  of 
the  eye,  which  this  sanctified  perbonage  knew  so 
wdl  how  to  launch  with  effect  at  a  particular 
individual  in  his  congregation,  from  the  derated 
station  he  filled  in  the  execution  of  his  high 
calling.  His  address  consisted  in  pointing  these 
attentions  with  so  much  delicacy  and  caution, 
that  they  were  scarcely  detectable  by  indifferent 
persons,  and  only  revealed  by  imperceptible 
degrees  to  the  fmr  victim  intended  to  be  fasci- 
nated by  the  bland  persuasion  of  his  oratory, 
and  the  mute  eloquence  of  his  eye. 
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^]  Styles,  \irhilst  ruminating  in  secret,  or  canvasnng 

■  ^  with  himself,  the  pure  principles  of  platdnism, 

^  was  already  up  to  the  ears  in  love ;  and  almoist 

u  drowned  ere  he  could  persuade  himself  he  was 

I  out  of  his  depth. — But  here  the  reveread  (for 

^  these  people  have  the  arrogance  to  usurp  that 

J  title)  Doctor,   it  appeared,  ventured  to  found 

^  the  structure  of  his  hopes  upon  a  foundation 

^f  too  frail  to  resist  the  effect  of  coming  in  collisioQ 

^j  with  so  strong  a  mind  as  that  of  Mrs.  Crank. — 

^   She  viewed  this  nondescript  passion  in  a  very 

^    different  light  from  that  in  which  her  reverend 

I    friend  could  fain  have  represented  it — She  con- 

,     ndered  platonic  affection  as  a  trap  for  the  young 

I    and  unwary. — The  dangers  to  be  apprehended 

from  an  indulgence   in  a  feeling  so  romantic 

were  occasionally  the  theme  of  her  powers  of 

description ;  and  she  had  often  closed  the  pretty 

mouth  of  many  a  fond  fair  one  in  a  female 

coterie,  by  an  observation,  in  which  her  terror  of 

the  passion  was  condensed  in  the  form  of  an 
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cession;  and  altbongh  there  was  bo  pro- 
liUty  of  a  surrender  at  discredon,  the  wily 
lilant  had  ahready  calculated  wkh  himself  the 
US  of  capitulation* 


•/« 
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c  thus  may  be  designated  the  person  to  whom 
re,  in  our  embarrassment,  unbosom  ourselves. 

The  reader  is  not  to  imagine  the  Dartmouth 
ipothecary  confined  his  practice  solely  to  his 
XHmtry  patients,  or  the  professional  drudgery 
tof  braying  drugs  in  a  mortar;  and  may  have 
already   perceived   that   Senna  had   calculated 
^weli  with  himself  the  value  of  a  matrimonial 
'^connexion  with  the  matron,  and  determined  to 
pf  obtain  her  hand — but  here  it  would  seem  he 
^  had   reckoned  without   his    host. — Since    that 
^  lady  had  remarked  to  a  ^  band-sister,'  who  had 
▼entured  to  prophesy  the  probability  of  their 
union,   that  the  doctor  had  mis-read  that  well 
kaown  injunction — ^^  to  set  his  affections   on 
things  above  C  and  placed  them  on  things  above 
Mm,*— a  mis-quotation  which  did  not  fail  to 
didt  a  gentle  rebuke  from  her  ^souPs  com- 
panion,' who  condemned  this  allusion,  as  an 
instance   of  the   levity  into  which  even  well 
regulated  minds  were  naturally  betrayed  when 
involved  in  oonnderationsof  *  creature  lave.' 
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le.   It  will  be  recollected^  that  she,  therefore, 

irder  to  secure  the  doctor  m  her  interests, 

ifilayed  od  that  occafiion,  in  addition  to  the 

4adty  which  she  always  possesised  for  the 

iBiagement  of  intricate  matters,  the  address  of 

^eonsummate  actress;   and  that  whilst  Senna 

^deavoured  to  extract  a  more  exjdicit  promise 

^  to  the  manner  in  which  be  was  to  be  remu- 

^sratedy  she  had  parried  his  urgency  by  her 

^^ected  confusion,  and   by  expressing,    in  a 

jmpering,  soft  voice,    '*  her  surprise  at   his 

jfA  perceiving  that,  circumstanced  as  she  was, 

Jiikacy    must  prevent   her    being   more    ex- 

^^plidt'' 

^    How  credulous  is  man !      How  easily  gulled 

^into  believing  that  which  our  nature    or  our 

.  interests  prompts  us  to  believe  I  On  this  shifting 

^  iand,  had  the  shrewd  apothecary  raised  the  pon- 

f  derous  edifice  of  his  future  fortunes;  for  however 

Vghtly  others  may  estimate  them,  the  fortunes 

of  the  humblest  must  be  deeply  interesting  to 

himself;  and  the  dexterity  of  his  female  adver- 
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nmiaient,  wluch  none  can  so  justlj  appreciate 
ai  the  trulj  learnt.  The  wisest  man  of  the 
eaat,  where  Wisdom  herself,  His  said,  was  bom, 
has  observed,  *'  in  the  multitude  of  counsellors, 
there  wanteth  not  folly,*'  and  the  doctor  was  a 
0ao  who,  from  his  egotistical  halnts,  was  very 
likely  to  fall  into  the  same  train  of  thinking ;  for 
liaving  turned  over  the  pages  of  the  ^  Politk 
LxTTza-WaiTXE,'*  and  the  <<  Universal,**  he 
found  no  precedent  which  at  all  embraced  the 
features  of  his  case.  They  were  certainly  pecu- 
liar ;  even  he  had  too  much  taste  not  to  turn 
with  disgust  from  those  stiff  starched  samples  of 
amatory  correspondence  under  the  title  of  **  Let- 
tern  cf  a  Young  GewUeman  to  a  Young  Lady^ 
on  their  approaching  NupHab.'^  Besides, 
neither  he  nor  his  mistress  were  comfurised 
within  the  definitions.  That  from  a  **  middle 
aged  widower^  toa  **  young  widow  ^  was  equally 
inapfdicable.  Senna  never  having  been  a 
'  Benedict  He  had  recourse  to  a  novel  not  long 
published,    intitled    ^*  Religious  Courtship j" — 

VOL.  III.  K 


there  lie  found  a  letter,  but  it  wax 
a  style,  and  savoured  so  much  of 
that  he  might  as  well  have 
Art  of  Lovo,"  had  he  not  known  that 
jilagiary  be  detected,  the  circumstanot 
being  a  heathen  would  prove  fatal  I 
interests  with  Mrs.  Crank.      A  prodw 
purerschoolwas  resorted  to;  butevea( 
models  in  "C<klebs  in  Seabcb  or* 
furnished  no  parallel  in  the  pres«)t  4 
moroin^  had  thus  been  fruitlessly 
rttearch .-  on  the  third,  in  attentlNl 
lady  far  advancecl  in  a  decline,  anl 
"Rousseau's  Eloisa"    lying     on    tb 
uhich  he  knew  no  more  than  that  it' 
book,  he  bcggeil  to  borrow  it,  mna 
vately  to  her  mother,  with  a  nod  of 
"  that  such  works  were  eminently  cali 
increase  irritability  in   a  mind  so    aa 
and  consequently  acceln^te  the 
the  blood  in  a  frame  to  delicate. 
The   volumes  were  abslniclcd, 
he  went. 
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If  he  despaired  of  availing  himeelf  of  ihe  for- 
mer auiljorities,  the  subtle,  (hough  tender;  me- 
taphybicil,  though  captivating  style,  of  this 
wizard  of  human  passion,  was  in  his  mind  per- 
fectly inflpplicable.  Eioisa  and  Clara  were 
beings  of  another  world  —sublimated  creauires 
of  high- wrought  fancy. — Mrs.  Crank,  though 
a  saint,  a  woman  of  this  world.  Out  of  three 
thickly  printed  volumes,  he  contested  himself 
with  gleaning  an  epithet  from  each ;  of  which, 
it  will  be  perceived,  he  in  his  letter  afterwards 
made  a  very  judicious  use — Between  "  my 
charming  friend— Eioisa  '  thou  most  adorable 
object"  —  and  —  "  dear  partner  of  my  soul — '" 
his  bewildered  judgment  faltered  and  hesitated, 
so  long,  tJiftt,  as  they  lay  before  him,  tran* 
tcribed  on  pieces  of  paper,  he  at  length  deter- 
mined that  chance  should  decide  his  choice ; 
and  closing  bis  eyes,  made  a  circuit  thrice  with 
his  liand,  and  completed  the  magic  rile,  by 
lucltily  pricking  his  pen  on  the  first.  Baffled 
in  procuring  for  himself  a  perfect  modt'l  on 
k2 
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ml;  likewise  by  the  assurance,  that  all  symp- 
^i  of  thai  complaint,  or  rather,  let  me  call  it« 
rue,  whose  consequences  and  effects  you 
^ao  much  reason  to  apprehend,  hAd  been, 
trol  completely  subdued,  so  far  abated,  as  to 
^e  little  reason  to  dread  a  relapse. 
I^^e  object  so  much  desired  might,  per- 
VBf  after  the  removal  of  contagious  material, 
^obeen  accomplished  without  leaving  CiEun. 
^iiomn ;  but  consistency  on  your  part^  aa  'Well 
hm  my  own,  was  at  stake,  and  I  therefore 
Vetted  we  should  ever  have  taken  dMfegent 
WB  of  the  subject.  When  I  had,  as  you,  my 
trming  friend,  are  aware,  already  conceded 
aiy  scruples,  some  gsakm^^  indulgtooe 
a  due  to  my  anxiety  to  preserve  profes- 
ial  character.  Nor  was  I  selfish  in  that 
uety,  for  as  I  am  encouraged  to  hope— I 
proach  the  subject  with  a  diflSdence  beoom- 
f  the  delicacy  of  the  case— My  languid  pulse 
idaims  it — a  look  would  ex{dain  it  al^But 
y  conceal  it — 'Tis  due  to  us  both  to  be  brief 
dierefore  I  say,  I  am  encouraged  to  Acpe— (I 
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wlwMBb  19  ooQstviiel  the  bvk  of  aU  his  m 
OlDiwl  bepeiy  lie  sat  dowii»  taking  cii«  to 
€lu4e  wjr  poifiiUe  inlieiTuptk»  on  the  pu 
yeuQg  Bufus,  by  iockiog  the  door;  and 
leiing  hioiielf  diet  he  felt  io  a  generoosi 
of  mind,  adapted  to  a  CjFtheieen  compositioi 
oottmenced  penniog,  and  finally  signed,  se 
and  delivered  fur  post,  the  fidlowing  draii 
which,  like  many  otbera^  he  had  jnofessioi 
prepared  forhi$  favourite  patient,  he  endeavo 
to  render  palauble  to  her  taate,  by  id 
fHMimn  $uff:  of  that  saccharine  material- 
tery. 

In  consequence  of  ha^ong  filled  the  she 
paper  to  repletion^  it  will  be  peradved  the 
tor's  letter  commenced  angularly  enoudi,  th 

<*  P.S.  Private  and  altogether  confidentiai 

«  Dartmcmth,  Decraaber  «di,  11 

*<  My  charming,  and,  give  me  leave  to 
most  interesting  friend. — I  had  flattered  mj 
that  ere  now,  I  should  have  been  favoured  \ 
to  me,  the  gratifying  intelligence  of  your 
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arrival;  likewise  by  the  assurance,  that  all  synp* 
toms  of  tfuU  complaint,  or  rather,  let  me  call  it« 
disease,  whose  consequences  and  effects  you 
had  so  much  reason  to  apprehend,  hAd  been, 
if  not  completely  subdued,  so  far  abated,  as  to 
leave  litde  reason  to  dread  a  relapse. 

<<The  object  so  much  desired  might,  per- 
haps, after  the  removal  of  contagious  material, 
have  been  accomplished  without  leaving  CiEun. 
perdown ;  but  consistency  on  your  part^  aaWell 
as  on  my  own,  was  at  stake,  and  I  therefore 
r^retted  we  should  ever  have  taken  diflVvent 
views  of  the  subject  When  I  had,  as  you,  my 
charming  friend,  are  aware,  already  conceded 
many  scruples,  some  gssaxm^  indulgence 
was  due  to  my  anxiety  to  preserve  profes- 
sional character.  Nor  was  I  selfish  in  that 
anxiety,  for  as  I  am  encouraged  to  hope— I 
approach  the  subject  with  a  diflSdence  becom- 
ing the  delicacy  of  the  case— My  languid  pulse 
proclaims  it — a  look  would  explain  it  al^But 
why  conceal  it — 'Tis  due  to  us  both  to  be  brief 
— ^therefore  I  say,  I  am  encouraged  to  Acpe— (I 


1 

le  of  <«^ 


198  AUATIVKHIUS. 

never  lill  now  knew  the  value  » 
yes,  to  hope,  that  one  day,  aod  thai 
anticipate  reciprocily  in  the  wish  ? — mi 
distant— But,  oh,  words!  words! — h| 
(|uate  is  languajte  to  express  a  detirm 
delicately  entertained  than  ardenlljr  i 
those  only  who  have  suffered  ihem, 
the  unhappy  moments  of  hesitative  ua 
which  attend  the  forroation  of  a  raao 
declare  the  sentiments  of  afrMtion. 

"  Hare  1  not  always  devoted  tnjrwl 
wishes  ? — and  though  I  have,  tberaft 
considerable  sacrifices,  ihcy  are  of  tm>v 
account,  when  set  off  agninst  tho  i 
happiness  yet  in  store  for  I 
acknowledges  himself  unworthy  of  i 
honour,   yet  aspires  to  nothing  Id 
phghlcd  hand,  and  your  charming  pen 

"  I    liavc,   on   this  sulijvcl,  timt^ 
thoroughly    analysed   ever 
my  heart ;  fur,  let  me  not  disguise  t 
diJicacy,  that  ever  since  your  pltd^  I 
ujmn   you    as  my   better  half — na^ 
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partner  of  my  bouI.  Iq  these  anxious  delibera- 
tions, my  adored  friend  will  find,  I  have  con- 
sulted her  intPrests  more  than  my  own. 

*'  You  are  aware  how  ill  it  would  consort 
with  my  reputation,  professionally,  to  abaent 
myself  for  any  length  of  time  from  t^te-ehep  my 
practice  here.  I  am,  however,  disposed  to  con- 
cede Id  Uiis  iustance,  as  well  from  notions  of 
delicacy,  as  to  shew  you  how  much  I  consult 
your  wishes  on  alt  occaeions — and  shall  pro- 
pose, in  order  to  avoid  all  the  inconvenient 
bustle  of  preparation,  and  impertinent  curiosity 
of  strangers  and  others  on  the  subject  of  our 
approaching  nuptials,  if  once  they  were  an- 
nounced in  the  neighbourhom)  as  fixed,  that  as 
yoii  are  now  at  Cheltenham,  this  important 
matter  might  be  concluded  both  with  greater 
propriety,  convenience,  and,  let  me  add,  privacy 
there,  than  at  our  own  residence,  by  my  running 
over  to  you  a  couple  of  days,  for  I  fear,  however 
ardent  my  desire  to  prolong  my  stay,  the  calls 
of  a  female  patient  far  gone,  and  hy  whom  I 
am  ret^ned,  will  preclude  the  possibility  of  my 
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exlendiDg  my  vidt  longer  than  to  c 
my  happiness,  and  merge  in  the  dettr  | 
of  a  husband,  all  those  delicate  feelings 
ship  (vhich  have  so  long  subsistfiiL 
you  and 

"  Your  devoted, 

"  Samb 

"  X.fi,  Having  obtained  a  (rank  C 
from  my  kijid  friend  the  raember  l« 
and   being  barely  in  time  for  the  po 
you  will  excuse  the  hurried  and  slim 
of  my  communicadon ;  but  where  fedii 
reel,  form  may  be  dispensed  with. 


The  imution  which  Uie  receipt  c 
ordinary  efTusiun  occasioned  in  llic  lad 
may  be  easily  conceived  by  the  readoi 
already  aware  of  the   haughty 
doctor  bad  to  deal  with.     The  doee  i 
from  being  palatable,  that  she  flung  t 
the  fire,  and  determined,  as  the  best  w«] 
her  contempt  for  iu  author,  tlot  to  c 
reply. 


tofl 
lie  lad 
readoi 

chul 
loeel 
>ng  tM 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 
THE  CHACE. 


"  A  aliip  b  ligbt  I''  witli  jo;  the  tars  mike  wil, 
And  fprcad  tbe  bellyiuK  cannu  lo  tbe  pie- 


Love  and  glory  are  known  to  go  hand  in  hand : 
and  even  our  engrossing  predilection  for  female 
sudety  mui^t  not  be  suffered  to  divest  us  of  all 
juixiety  for  the  fate  or  fortunes  of  our  friends 
afloat. 

Some  days  had  elapsed  after  the  departure 
uf  Staunch's  new  vessel  from  Plymouth  Suuud, 
to  take  up  her  station  off"  the  port  of  Bourdeaux, 
K  3 
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ere   any  thing  occurred    wortbyJ 
notice.     On  the  morniiig  of  ibe  ( 
there  had  been  a  good  deal  of  sea  i 
for  ihis  precise  reason,  the  c«puin  I 
to  the  general  custom  of  the  service,  ■ 
opporiunily  for  exercising  the   ship' 
at  the  great  guns,  so  as  to  Jniire  tl 
difficulties  of   this  service  under  eu 
stances.     During  the  time   tite  pctm 
dinner,  whicli  on  board  well  regulat 
war,  occupies  an  hour  and  a  half.  Si 
absent  from  deck.     The   fair  reader 
haps  be   inquisitive   to  Icaro  how   tl 
commander  of  tlie  brig  wasjusi  now  < 

Cunudiering   the   sharp   appetita 
keen  sea  air  ituitarls,  ihey  will  not  I 
to  hear  that  he  sat  olooe  munng  | 
ever  and  anon  devouring  Bacon^  wMl 
viiingly  on  (he  lable  before  him.     Nol 
fair  friends  are  lo  understand  I 
lamperiui,'  hismorial  part  with 
Bwines  flesh,  wh ise  rel.'s'i  is  m 
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to  ihemselvea,  when  placed  on  tlie  brealtfast- 
tahle  in  the  form  of  ham.  No — his  was  a  regale 
of  tbe  mind :  and  he  was  depasting  hia  immortal 
part  with  a  slice  of  intellectual  food  from  that 
fiacon,  whose  quaint  essays  have  laid  down,  with 
admirable  perspicuity,  and  with  the  happiest 
illustration,  tlie  great  and  original  land-marks 
of  true  practical  philosophy. 

It  ix  to  be  remarked,  that  every  man  is  mure 
or  less  professional  in  his  reading;  and  thus  it 
happened  in  the  present  instance,  that  although 
Lord  Bacon  was  an  equity  lawyer  of  great 
knowledge  and  ability,  for  which  reasons  he 
might  be  supposed  never  by  accident  to  have 
dropped  any  thing  in  his  writings  encouraging 
the  practice  of  invading,  and  possessing,  vi  et 
armit,  the  property  of  others,  Staunch  was 
agreeably  surprised,  in  the  midst  of  his  reverie, 
by  meeting  with  the  following  passage,  which 
he  thought  peculiarly  applicable  to  his  own 
situation  and  pursuits  in  life. — He  now,  for  the 
second  time,  read  aloud  the  extract— 
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"  It  eanDot  be  denied,  but  outwfl 
conduce  much  to  fortune,  but  <:bieOj 
of  A  manV  fortune  is  in  his  ok-d  haai 
quU'jtte  f»rtvnix  s*Me :'  therefore,  if-fl 
sharply  and  aH^niively,  he  shall 
for  though  she  be  blind,  yet  eh* 
visible." 

"  Well  r    erdaimed   Staunch, 
1  embraced  the  profession,  that   I 
own  opinion. — Aod,    row   thst    I 
backed  in  it  by  so  great  an  authority 
my   course  according  to   his  chart' 
whole  study  shall  be  to  conquer  fd 
Do  instance,  or  under  no  circumstanct 
relax  my  exertion,  but  hke  the   fi 
eye  never  shrinks,  whose  wing   nei 
live-long  day,    or  the  forest  king 
throur;hoiit  the  night  to  surprise  his  sli 
prey,  I'll  weary  out  ihe  reluctant  go 
assiduity  and  perseverance  until  $hc  I 
wish,  and  crowns  my  endeavours  to  su 

So  spoke  Staunch;    fi 


falea 
levM 
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I      I 

jlODa  as  U»  WQid,  without  tddiig  U  bto  con. 
■idHatko,  that  redolutioDs  of  this  Und  were 


hmpenHj  as  futile,  n  predictions  respectug 

die  weather:  and  that  often  the  blindest  buzzards 

hi  the  servioB  have   been  more  favoured  by 

^  fcrtune  in  acquiring  prise  moneyi  than  the  most 

^  expert  professors  of  piratical  warfare* 

It  had  been  always  his  practice,  when  cruiz- 
^  ing,  to  keep  the  SpUfirCy  and  other  vessels  he 
had  previously  commanded,  under  as  low  sail 
as  posobly  ocmvenient.  To  this  precaution  he 
was  prompted  by  having  observed,  that  the 
h>fty  canvas  invariably  carried  by  American 
merchantmen,  when  availing  themselves  of  a 
fiivouraUe  wind,  placed  them  under  the  dis- 
advantage of  being  discerned  by  him,  at  a  much 
greater  distance  than  he  could  have  been 
descried  by  them,  in  consequence  of  adopting 
this  caution. 

Under  this  sort  of  depressed  sail,  when  about 
sixty  miles  off  the  port  of  Bourdeaux,  the  wind 
blowing  rather  fresh  from  the  westward.  Staunch 
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was  suiDTnoned  from  his  studws 
welcome  iniioiation  from  the  maat-hi 
strange  sail  was  seen  on  the  lee-bow. 

'*  Point  to  her,"  taid  the  ofBo 
watch,  placing  his  gloss  oa  the 
head,  as  he  brought  the  fanner  t 
a  line  with  the  man's  hand,  who 
from  the  lee-cro8s-irce!t,  hke  ■  bu\ 
post,  with  one  arm  extended  in  the 
the  stranger — 

"  That's  abooi  two  points  on  the  boa 
tlie    miKter,    flving   down   t)ie   after  la 
infurm  the  captain,   whom  he  found 
liis  way  up,  to  nscertaln  the  cbanu 
stranger — the  '  youngster  of  the  wau 
been  pre^nously  directed  to  '  way  a 
what  she  looked  like,  and  which  wag 
standing.' 

Anticipating   the    captain's     intei 
boatswain  stood  chirruping  his  call  bati 
Jips,  anxiously  awaiting  the  master*» 
ance  on  deck. — SiowcU'b  head  was 
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the  coffibiDgB  of  the  hatchway,  ere  he  motioned  to 
Brace,  who  first  giving  a  shrill  blast  of  his  call, 
and  applying  )iis  left  hami  lo  liis  ear,  a&  if  to 
deaden  his  own  astounding  tones,  bellowed,  like 
Stentor  of  old— 
*'  Hands,  make  eail." 

The  seamen  weie  seen  flying  up  the  hatchway 
and  ascending  the  rigging,  with  that  cheerful 
alacrity,  which  the  exhilarating  cry  of  "  a 
strange  sail"  invariably  inspires  in  the  crew  of 
a  vigilant  cruijer. 

"  Let  two  reefs  out  of  the  taup'sles,  Mr. 
Haity,^'  cried  the  commander,  **  and  loose  the 
to'gatlant  sails;  but  don't  let  thnu  fall,  till  we 
ascertain  which  way  the  stranger's  standing." 

Having  carried  into  effect  the  captain's 
orders.  Hasty  hailed  the  '  youngster'  at  the 
nUEt-head,  who,  despite  of  the  lurching  and 
pitching  of  the  brig,  had  placed  himself  in  such 
a  position  at  the  forc-top-niast  cross-tree  as 
enabled  him  to  bring  his  glass  to  hear  upon 
the  stranger. 


1 
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"  Slie's  a  square-rigg'd   ■ 
OD  ihc  otbcr  tack  !''  shouted  the  youDf 
added,  with  emphasis — "  and  her  saili 
of  very  while  canvas." 

"  Keep  fast  the  to'gallaot  sails,"; 
captain — '*  she'll  not  bear  them  on  i 
■were  not  built  to  swl  oa  their  bw 
with  the  top-sails — haul  aboard  i 
maintackii — set  thejib  half-booni  in. — I 
lufl",  quartermaster;  but  let  her  go  tiu 
water  withall:  or  the  fellow  will  weatbc 

The  sails  were  soon  set  and  trimn 
from  the  manner  in  whicli  the 
over  to  the  pressure  of  the  breeze  < 
vas,  it  was  manifest  to  all,  thai  the  t 
rightly  anticipated  her  inability  to  c 
top-gallant  sails. — The  forecastle,  whit 
few  minutes  before,  had  been  a  sceoaj 
bustle  and  activity,  was  now,  from  M 
fast  sheeting  over  the  bows  of  the  vessel, 
by  all,  save  the  seaman  who  'stood  by 
sheet,'  and  the  boatswain  who  touk  j 


SjM 
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If  to  look  out  for  the  boom : — a  favourite  stick 
:*  his ;  which  he  always  asserted  would  ^^  stand 
S  lodg*  as  -the  Monum^t,  proTidiiig  she  was 
JRiperly  handled." 

'!in&^  rapid  saocesrion  of  seas  deterred  not  our. 
jid'Hnettd  Brace,  £rom  maintaining  the  post  he 
bmi  ifnposed  upon  himself;  who,  Uke  a  dog 
coimng  but  of  the  water,  shook  off  every  minute 
the  foaming  spray,  good  humouredly  observ- 


*'  That  a  good-un  was  never  yet  known  to 
be  a  dry-un/* 

A  heavy  sea  striking  the  brig  on  the  beam, 
Staunch  exclaimed,  in  an  angry  tone,  to  the  steers- 
man,— '*  This  is  all  owing  to  jfour  steerage, 
Sir! — ^Where  the  devil  is  the  fellow  flying  to, 
off  the  wind  I— Luff,  Sir,  luff.— Mr.  Hasty ! 
send  another  helmsman  aft. — Send  Toggle  to 
the  wheel." 

Just  as  the  captain  had  called  for  his  favour* 
ite  helmsman.  Burton,  who  had  previously  gone 
aloft  with  a  glass  to  ascertain  whether  the  sus* 


*•< 
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ff 

\egtd  person  on  board  to  offer  an  authoritative 
^  opinion  upon  the  vessefs  trim. — "  She's  too 
»'  much  by  the  head,  Sir  V 
^  **  Oh,  if  that  be  the  case/'  said  the  captain, 
'  <*  we  had  better  run  the  two  bow-ohasers  aft ; 
as,  I  dare  say,  the  fellow  will  run  us  a  devil  of  a 
dance ;  and  we  sha'n't  want  them  for  a  while.*^ 

^  Why,  yes.  Sir,"  said  Toggle,  **  she'd  be  all 
the  better  for  it— and,  moreover.  Sir,  if  you- 
were  to  pipe  the  hammocks  down,  and  let  the 
watch  below  turn-in  with  a  two-and*thirty  pound 
shot  for  a  bed-fellow,  sheM  go  along  far  more 
lovin'er  r 

As  soon  as  the  bow^hasers  had  been  trans- 
ported aft;  the  shot-boxes  removed  from  the  fore 
to  the  centre  part  of  the  vessel ;  and  each  man 
belonging  to  the  watch  below  embracing  a  cold 
shot,  as  he  swung  in  his  hammock  with  the  send 
of  the  ship ;  our  modern  PalinuruSt  proud  of 
the  implicit  obedience  paid  to  his  suggestions, 
exclaimed  aloud : — 

''  That  '11  do,  Sir.~I  feel  her  tremble— she 


\^ 


THE   CHACK.  S18 

mast  from  the  effects  of  the  last  heavy  squall, 
than  in  making  any  calculation  as  to  the  value 
of  ^^  a  mouthful  of  moonshine.'^ 

^'Don^t  you  think  she*ll  double  us  in  the 
dark  ?^'  said  the  purser,  putting  this  intern^- 
tory  by  way  of  consolation,  to  the  first  lieute- 
nant, who  was  standing  at  the  capstan  adjusting 
his  night-glass,  preparatory  to  bringing  it  to 
bear  upon  the  chase — ^^  Pve  known  these  Yan- 
kees, before  now,  suddenly  shorten  all  sail,  and 
let  the  chaser  pass  them  unperceived/' 

"  Aye !"  said  Hasty,  **  I  was  in  hopes,  the 
last  squall  would  have  sickened  you  from  again 
shewing  your  nose.  Mister  Nip,  upon  deck — 
but  now  since  you've  popped  up  again,  I  fear 
the  game's  all  up— You're  just  like  a  porpoise 
— ^your  appearance  is  always  portentous  of  bad 
weather,  or  worse  luck." 

Burton,  alone,  was  exempt  from  participating 
in  this,  and  other  similarly  complimentary  col- 
loquies upon  deck,  during  the  last  five  or  six 
hours  of  the  chace.     Long  before  the  shades  of 


A  Acrn  cha5t\  in  r 

ihc  parly  in  pursuit 

OU8.     The  sun  had  $ 

•    J  ere  the  Spitfire  had  TB 

'  t'  from  the  deck ;  but 

■    -i;  tunatcly  favoured,  di 

.'■  twilight,  by  a  fast  si 

squalls,  of  which  Stai 

most,   by  carrying  I: 

and  not  starting  a  stit< 

'      ,y^  As  the  night  appn 

injfsuers  increast'd. 
»'  upon  decky  and  beca 

the    executive  officer 

J" 
j|j  ^^  How  long  shall 

t\'''  tlie  surgeon,  addressir 
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sccnded  upon  di-ck — "  we  shall  be  alongside 
of  him  in  less  than  half-an-hour  ;  and  tlien  should 
he  not  heave-to,  we  can  easily  unreave  hU  run- 
ning-rigginf^  with  our  musketry. — You  never 
can  depend  upon  abow-chaser  on  a  dark  night ; 
and  'twould  be  a  pity  to  do  the  poor  devils 
B  mischief." 

As  Burton  had  predicted,  a  short  half-hour 
(by  again  'carrjing-on,'  throu;^li  a  very  heavy 
squall)  brought  the  Spitfire  close  up  in  the  wake 
of  the  chase.  Though  yawing  from  his  course, 
and  continuing  unsteady  in  his  steerage,  some 
ten  or  twelve  njinutcs  had  yet  elapsed,  ere  a 
■liarp  fire  of  musketry,  kept  up  from  the  SpiU 
fiTt't  forecastle,  compelled  the  stranger  to  indi. 
cate  a  disposition  to  comply  with  the  cruizer'i 
summons.  A  light  was  shewn  over  the  stem^ 
but  nothing  short  of  '  rounding  to,*  and  hear- 
ing her  main-topsail  (o  the  mast,  could  satisfy 
a  man  of  Staunch's  caution  and  experience.  The 
utmost  confu^ion  prevailed  on  the  fugitive's 
deck.     In  fact,  the  captain  and  crew  were  at 


1 

mider.                            < 
.<Igue«,"  .aid  the  « 
part  owner,  "it's  no  pi 
that  oughl  to  induce  us  1 
-ble  cargo." 

«  Curse  the  cargo,'    « 
the  crew,  who  was  no  an 
Point,    though    now  a    a 
citiien— "Iff""»i'''"'>P' 
to  lose  a  limb  or  a  life-W 
if  be  loses  a  flipper?— W 
Bid  taniilj,  and  sa"  'H 
Icnocted  off  ll»  hooka  Jj 
ptoperty?     If  yon-"  J] 
I  g«,ii  yonll  bundle  H 
hedescendetlthekdderl 
followed  (with  the  excepl 
kept  his  post  al  the  h<^ 
^                      the  crew,  who  pcrfcctM 
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deemed  by  the  half  frantic  captain,  to  be  totally 
fruitless.  The  Spit/ire's  cnuBketry  liad  already 
thai  away  his  main-topsail  tie,  and  rendered 
ihat  sail  partly  unserviceable.  Id  vain  he 
hailed  again  and  again — "avast  firing,"  but,  in 
consequence  uf  being  to  leevard  of  his  pursuer, 
his  voice  was  home  away  in  the  blast,  and  lost 
in  the  uproar  of  the  elements.  But  that  which 
DOW  added  most  to  his  perplexity,  was  his  total 
inahiiity  to  '  shorten  sail,'  and  perform  the  ne- 
ccKary  cvoluiion<t,  preparatory  to  <  henving-to,' 
without  the  assistance  of  his  crew;  who  falling 
into  the  same  opinion  as  Paddy,  when  Bona- 
parte's alidicatiun  waa  announced,  that  the  poor 
emperor  "  had  nothing  else  for  it  now  but  to 
take  to  drink"- — were  freely  and  copiously  help- 
ing themselves  to  liquor  below.  Again  and 
again,  he  entreated  their  co-operation — nothing 
could  induce  ilicni  to  come  on  deck,  or  desert 
drink  to  dare  danger. 

At  length  reduced    to  the   altemauve,  and 
regardless  oF   the  consequence  of  adopting  so 

VOL.  Ill,  L 
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The  prize  had  been  but  a  few  liours  in 
the  po§8e8SUM)  of  the  Spitfire^  ere  the  na- 
turalized citizen,  and  denaturalized  seamen, 
who  so  obstinalely  refused  lo  stop  on  dt'ck 
as  a  target  to  be  shot  at,  where  resistance  was 
impossible,  found  an  opportunity  of  acquaint- 
ing   Staunch,   that     an   American   mnn-of-war 
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Although  the  crew  ol 
perienccd  considerable  t 
chace,  tlic  sensation  pn 
gence,  iw  of  a  far  more 
cfaaracter.  A  sharp  loo 
diroughout  tbe  aigbt,- 
adopted  of  atowiog  tbe  I 
in  the  nettings,  l«st  tbe 
them  in  the  dark. 

As  the  second  day  d 
delight,  tbe  eaemy  (for  ; 
canvas,  and  tbe  extiaord 
with  other  minute  dn 
tbe  strange  sail  to  be) 
weatber-beain,  ber  conn 
horizon.  Almost  imi 
discovered,  she  was  A 
pursuit. 
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"  beat  to  quarters,"  can  taaily  imagine  with 
what  dispatch  the  Spitfires  bolted  tbeir  break* 
fast.  Busj  preparations  were  making  for  battle 
ID  ever^  part  of  the  ship, 

Having  previously  served  in  both  frigate  and 
Iwttle-ship,  no  man  was  better  aware  than 
Staunch,  or  more  impressed  with  the  disadvaiw 
tages,  under  which  an  officer  fighting  a  fluth^ 
decked  vessel,  sucii  as  the  Spitfire,  must  always 
labour,  as  compared  with  ibose  in  the  command 
of  the  former  classes.  All  ships  are  liable  to 
the  loss  of  their  masts,  and  thereby  becoming 
unmanageable.  But  though  a  three  or  two- 
decker,  nay,  even  a  frigate,  by  the  falliDg  of  a 
mast  fore-Mid-aft,  or,  in  other  words,  in-board, 
may  be  so  eituated,  as  to  have  the  nbole  of  her 
upper-deck  battery  buried  under  the  ruin  of 
its  wreck  and  rigging,  still  a  spirited  fire  may 
be  maintained  from  her  lower  tier  of  guns. 
Not  so  with  such  a  vessel  a&  our  little  favourite. 
A  similar  disaster  would  render  all  her  artillery 
totally  useless,  and,  if  crippled  by  such  an  acci< 
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eevard,  prevcot  her-d 


dent  when  to  leetrard,  prevcot  ] 
course  to  boarding. 

To  oounleracl,  in  mae  measureit  «.di 
this  sort, '  salvogees,'  and  long  '  luff4sd 
been  got  upon  deck,  to  supply  the  fk 
shot-avay  shroud — spare  spars,  4Dd,| 
junk,*  were  placed  up  and  down,  b 
'  fish-fashion'  round  bolb  lover  loasni 
lo  render  them  less  liable  to  damage  fi 
enemy's  sliot.  In  litis  state  of  liis  prapi 
ihc  whole  attention  of  the  comDianderiA 
to  be  directed  lo  the  reparalioa  of  iiy|| 
devising  remedies  for  it£  consequeneei 
every  poswble  unfortunate  occurrence- 
tion  which,  if  acted  on  by  others,  ouy  h 
enable  the  naval  historian  to  record  JM 
in  tenas  of  liiumpbi  iosteadi  ot  dciM 
Culure  of  enterprizes,  underiakca  anij  c 
in  a  spirit  of  valour,  which  too  generq| 
duDs  prudential  nioti?es. 


ItDglllt. 
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The  enemy  waa  nov  withki  long  gun-shot 
range,  when  finding  himself  closing  with  his 
antagonist,  foGter  than  he  could  possibly  com- 
plete his  preparatioDB  for  battle,  he  took  in  bis 
studding  s^s,  and  coinc  to  the  wind  on  a  paral- 
lel line  with  the  Spit/ire.  la  this  position,  he 
remained  for  some  minutes,  until  perfectly  pre- 
pared to  commence  the  mortal,  and,  as  he  seemed 
to  amicipate,  murderous  conflict. 

His  *  lower  yards '  were  already  slung  in 
chains — his  small  sails  sent  down  from  aloft — 
his  tops  barricadoed  with  the  largest  of  his 
lashed-up  hammocks,  which,  whilst  concealing 
his  riflemen  from  the  adversary's  view,  afforded 
them  admirable  shelter  from  the  effect  of  mus- 
ketry. 

His  deck  presented  a  most  warlike  appearance, 
mid  in  every  way,  all  his  preparations  intimated 
that  no  possible  precaution  was  wanting  tu 
ensure  the  triumph  of  his  flag.  Match  tubs, 
rope  grummets,  or  rings,  encircling  piles  of 
round  twa-aad>thirty  pound  shot,  were  placed 


^^^P      mcraUe,   wet«  laid   adQ 
besJdeG  bar.  star,  doable  1 
of  grape  and  canister,  am 
bags  of  langrage  wens  M 
his  lino  of  batlefj-.         U 
As  if  to  inspirit  fats  ni 
for  each  gun  were  painted 
the  ports :  and  here  anoth 

WeMem  world,   an4  a  lUi 
andeni  lore.     Disdaioiii^ 
names'  of  renown,  or  iM 

« thdr  h»d.  tlMl  d>»ie>l  IcnJog 
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delude  «Dd  nimipt  tie  mind,  ve  n 
OMKtMDbie  onr  BiAmd  tKie,  ir  Dt 
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which  are  so  conspicuous  in  Britiafa  nautical 
nomencUturc,  the  American  tars  had  christened 
them  by  names  or  deeds,  with  which,  it  may  be 
presumed,  from  pi'actice,  they  were  most  famUiar, 
■o  that  in  looking  at  the  upper  part  of  their 
port-«ell8 — the  "Blazer,"  the  "  Sudden  Death," 
the  "Wilful  Murder,"  "Old  Nick,"  and 
"  Bloody  Ben,"  stared  ihera  full  in  the  face. 

Nov  thorouirhly  prepared  to  meet  his  oppo- 
nent, he  again  hore  up,  steering  straight  for  her 
quanea-.  At  each  mast  head,  a  flag  was  seen 
flying,  bearing  a  vauDiing  motto,  and  on  his 
colours  at  the  '  peak  '  the  pride  of  country 
displayed  itself  amid  a  profuse  galaxy  of  glit- 
tering stars. 

The  Spii/tre  n  as  standing  on  the  starboard 
tack,  keeping  about  a  point  off  the  wind,  tinder 
topsails,  top-gallant   sails,   boom  mainsail  and 


CmlSaft,  CHo,  !fialt,  Xaiai,  Dryad,  and  a  faimlreil  odKr*, 
has  uwiciileil  with  Uiese  flosliDg  gimrdiinB  a(  oar  nnfrire 
ideu  fniigbl  with  Liitorinl  ncitcmcDt,  «ad  uquiiitc  poetitd 
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the  purport  of  tbis  invitation,  the  men  deserted 
their  guns  for  a  moment,  and  eagerly  crowded 
oft.  Nothing  could  be  more  imposing,  than  the 
fesrless  eyet  the  high  bearing,  and  elHdent  state 
of  preparation  of  each,  as  he  repaired  to  the 
quarter-deck,  exhibiting,  in  their  weapons  and 
light  dress,  froni  whidi  every  thing  cumbersonie 
bad  been  discarded,  a  specimen  of  active  force, 
which  might  well  be  contrasted  wilh  the  heavily 
armed  and  hampered  soldier  in  action.  They 
had  all  been  selected,  as  already  mentioned, 
with  that  attendon  tu  height,  muscular  vi^ur 
and  activity,  which  constitutes  what  in  the 
service  is  termed  '  picked  men.'  Aod  though 
there  were  minute  points  of  attire,  whereiu  some 
differed  from  the  rest,  they  were  ail  hnn;-neclccd> 
bare-armed,  liaviag  tucked  up  their  shirt  sleeves 
to  their  shoulders,  to  prevent  beiog  incomnio- 
ded  oD  duty,  and  without  either  jacket  or 
waistcoat.  Instead  of  the  latter  article  of  flretis, 
each  had  substituted  as  a  support,  during  pos- 
ubly  long  protracted  exertion,  a  handkerchief 
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But  here  no  place  fma  left  for  Uie  imrHEioii 
of  the  softer  passioDS,  and  the  stern  call  of 
honour  swallowed  up  all  recollections  of  home, 
of  family,  of  post  endearments.— The  bright 
future  alone  attracted  the  eye  of  valour :  and 
H<^>e,  the  hero'a  ruUng  star,  usurped  the  sole 
dootinion  of  (he  mind. — Happy  delusion  of  the 
braT«  '. — Exquisite  excitement  of  \bt  ardent 
sfnrit !  which,  from  its  intensty,  nor  knows 
DOT  heeds  the  iron  shower  which  shall  sweep 
those  proud  decks, — the  fell  wasle  of  debtiay  in 
its  desolating  course  f 

Their  commander  now  hastened  to  address 
the  ship's  company,  assembled  on  the  quarter, 
deck. 

"  I  perceive,  my  lads,  your  hnpattence  to 
open  your  fire  on  the  enemy — the  effect  of 
which,  at  such  a  distance,  is  not  only  enrcmely 
unoertain,  but  little  calculated  to  impress  our 
opponent  with  that  opinion  of  our  cool  intre- 
pidity,  with  which  'twould  be  well  to  convince 
him. — I  have  well  weighed  in  my  mind   two 


you  of  tbe  mode  J 
now,  my  ^da,  to  i 
your  serious  atlention,"' 

This  intimatioa  < 
was  delivered  in  so  expresai 
such  uleut  attention,   that 
might  have  been  almost  bet 

*'  Should  the  enemy  an 
our  stern  to  rake  us,  we  4 
avert  bis  intention,  com 
with  himself,  or  grappl 
tunity  may  ofi'er. — For  i 
board,  and  now  lec-guna  4 
lower  than  to  tlic  turn 
screw.f  and  letter  C  on  d 


""1 

M  thcafl 
[ition."*A 
n  of  hiu 
presai 
,  that 
[>st  bet 
ny  an 
we  M 
:aiaM 
ipplJ 
^or  J 
[unsifl 


'm  very  uaiuanl  in  llie 

liii  ship's  company  <■'  ^* 
Iwo  inntances,  hoaerer, 


4 
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the  event  of  his  chusing  this  mode  of  attack,  we 
shall  meet  him  on  an  even  keel.'^ 

Agreeably  to  these  directions,  and  a  parti- 
ruiar  order  from  Hasty,  the  captain  of  the  after 
lee-corronade  depressed  this  gun  to  the  point 
required  as  a  pattern,  more  fully  to  exemplify 
to  the  rest  the  commander's  wish. 

"  But  should  our  wary  opponent  wuve  this 
advantage — wisli  to  keep  the  weather  gage,  and 
round  to  on  our  stai'boord  quarter — ^you  must 
(on  account  of  the  ship's  leaning  over  to  lee> 
ward)  '  double  coin '  and  depress,  and  bring 
letters  C  and  B  to  boar." 

He  paused  again  to  permit  the  captain  of  the 
after  weather  carronade  to  carry  his  directions 
into  effect- 

"  Done,  Sir,  done,''  cried  Iiis  favourite  marks- 
roan,  upon  placing  the  coins  as  desired. 

"  And  now,  my  lads,"  resumed  Staunch,  "  I 
must  beg  to  draw  your  earnest  attention  to  this 
important  particular, — for  much  depends  upon 
your  following  up  tlmt  Uue  of  fire  I  wish  you  to 


must  impress  upon  youra 
wish  to  reserve  our  broadnc 
fairly  abeam  ;  nor  is  it,  in  1 
leather,  I  iledre. — But  as 
rounds  to,  which  will  probi 
pistol  shot  on  the  wentherj 
lip  alongside,   (aiid  whid 
shall  keep  on  the  ship  thn 
Dot  be  too  rapid,  I  protnil 
after  carrooade  n-ill  watcfa 
berate  mm,  and  fire  right  1 
port,  th«  moment  it  appc* 
of  his  gtiD.     In  the  same  mi 
carronade  is  to  be  disehQr;ge< 
third  lx>w-port  th&  tnomea 
and  so  on  in  succession.- 
hurry  not; — watch  well  1 
the  heave  of  tlie  sea  : 
b;  tbd*  fipiag  jjow  i 
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^  '  I  shall  not  say  a  word  about  throwing  away 

^^ji  in  mitt- -You  too  well  know  their  value, — 

I'm  sure   the  Spitfire  s,*''  here  be  Itid  a 

id  enpiMUM  on  the  name  of  his  riiip,  <^  will 

for  nke  o*  the^/faM.'* 

JEhri^  who  at  all  times  detests  and  despises  a 

at  the  gangway/  has  no  objection  to  an 

oration  on  going  into  action. — ^To  this 

ooal»  ooQTinong,  and  unaffected  sddress^  eoiv- 

tajed  in  terdis  so  wdl  suited  to  the  capacity 

of  the  tar,  the  crew  were  about  to  re^nd  with 

«  hcaity  Aeetj  when  they  were  Stopped  by  the 

captain's  wflttted  hand — 

^  One  word,  my  lads— Do  yon  all  understand 
both  modes  of  receiving  the  enemy  ?*' 

^All,  Sir, — all,^  nmultaneously  resounded 
Iron  the  assembled  crew. 
^  Ckarly  ?""  added  he. 
<<  Well,  Sfar^well,''  cried  the  excited  tars. 
^Mark,  then^-suspend  your  cheers  till  the 
sticks  begin  to  tumble,  my  lads,  on  dne  side  or 

*  PfepftrtSorf  to  puitfehmml* 


^^^^P                do  yours."             '  fl 
The  crew,  now  dismj 
quarters  with  renewed  . 
nute  occupied  by  the  ( 
appeared  to  ifae  sailor  c 
is,  of  all,  that  of  most  ir 
many,  the  fleeting,  awfu 
worlds  —  the   fond   poa 
intrude  in  rapid  successia 
brave  sailor,  the  not  mo 
ambitious  and  reflective  c 
is  again  and  again  chad 
joke  and  hold  boasts  \ 
who  seem  to  vie   wid 
danger,  and  braving  tS 
fate.— But  once  in  the' 
^^^^        thought :— Time  itself* 
^^^^K       resigns  its  emoire  o'er  Oi 
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■hrouda  securely  bis  terron  in  the  shout  <f 
battle,  and  the  cannon's  roar. 

As  Staunch  had  partly  conjectured,  the  move- 
meifts  of  lus  adveisary  manifeBtly  indicated  an 
iptgnriom  to  '"i"'"**'"  the  weather  gage.  He  was 
within  long  musket  shot,  when,  peEcelring  the 
eoemji  Iwadng  up  hi*,  after  yards,  pr^uralory 
to  rouoding  to  on  the  sanw  panUel  ifitfa.  the 
Spitfire,  be  exclaimed,— 't  Come-rtthat'B  nunly 
enough ;  I  see  he  mean*  to  fi^^t  us  fiuriji,  juid 
not  tlttow  away  fait  time  ia  manseuvDDg."  .  ^ 

'*,Ah,  SiTt"  said  Hasty,  "  theifi^siiothtiig  like 
tntatiDg  to  the  buU-dogs." 

"  Hi^t,  Hw^«  Vg^W'  said  the  captaio*,  de- 
aoending  tnm  the  poQp,.tinfl  ^"^y>.  f<v.^e  last 
tim^cautiwinghiaioeD.^  bp  «oolt  aq4- to  ad. 
tieve  Bfiwtiy  Ao  hi^  diw;ti<W>»  x^ala^e  to  dis- 
duui^ug  th^  gVM  iniuoewdoD, 

Tiw  antagDtiiatf;  wer»  DQw  .about  A.loiig 
cabkV  length  apiut.  Aai^enii  and  death-like 
■Uenee  poivaded  both  brig! ;  aotbing  was  heard 
save  the  murmuring  wrge,  at  wash  <A  waten» 


^^^^^^^H                          diMut  oautKl  of  a  he^ 

^^^^^^^H                            puaely  suppressed    ud 
^^^^^^^^H                                                       appruJ 
^^^^^^^^^^^^H                         were  to  expect,  as  fl 

^^^^^^^H                             The  wonis  had  hard] 
^^^^^^H                         bad  been   pre-coDcerta 
^^^^^^^^H                         b^inning  abaft,  werJ 
^^^^^^^^H                       iMo  the              portaJ 
^^^^^^^^^^^^1                          this  deliberate  and  dem 
^^^^^^^^^^m                         for  some  moments  to  pi 
^^^^^^^^M                                   Almoal       the  ct 
^^^^^^^^M                         ously 
^^^^^^^■i                                       th«ir  hands, 
^^^^^^^^V                                     by   these   well" 
^^^H^^^^^^-                     Suunch 
^^^^^^^^^^^^B                            him  Otai 
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lowed  up  the  blow  with  the  sword.  H&lf  a 
ndnute  had  nearly  elapsed,  ere  the  eDetny  re- 
lumed a  broadside,  and  which,  as  respected  the 
□umber  slain  and  wounded,  proved  partly  in- 
cflectua],  from  liaving  previously  to  '  haiding 
to  the  wind,'  erroneously  calculated  on  the  ship's 
leaning  more  over  to  leeward,  and  oonsequently 
not  Eufficieotiy  depressing  her  guns.  The  li^pti- 
Jtre'a  soils  and  rigging  auflered  niateriaUy. 
Tliey  were  literally  rliJLilod,  and  cut  into  ahreds 
— for,  beside  a  round-shot  in  each,  the  enemy 
had  loiuled  his  guns  with  old  cop|>er  bolts,  bits 
of  broken  bars,  nisty  nails,  and  otlier  destruc- 
tive langrage. 

The  injury  thus  augtaioed  by  the  Spitfire's 
saila,  occasioned  her  to  drop  to  leeward  and 
also  astern,  upon  her  opponent's  quarter.  The 
Amencan  attempted  to  cross  her  ahead,  and 
rake  her,  but  the  quick  sighted  Staunch  antlci- 
poling  the  movement,  foiled  the  attempt  by 
putting  up  his  helm. 

The  Americaa  captain  now  clearly  saw  there 


■ubJMt,  howerer,    a  diffi 
pmred  to  subsist  betwet 
—The    senior  liei 
otherwise:  but   the  : 
the  possession  of  ihe  * 
appareDt,  and  loo  1 
cautious  Buperior,  to  r 
on  a  perhaps  fruitless  n 


tenafl 

— '  *  we 
'  highhi 
to  ri4H 
ess  nuQ 


He  knew,  from 


expeni 


pended  upon  dismasting  I 
this  view,  previouslj  loadit 
round,  and  double  headec 
main  topsail  aback, 
sary  drawing  up  abreast 
iitg  the  S/iiffres  fire,  he 
closer  and  deadlin  stnigj 
pass  on  liis  bow.  When  i 
he  edged  away  in  a  latesH 


1 


r 


1 
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at  which  his  whole  lee-battery  was 
directed,  he  discharged  bis  inteoded  annihi- 
lating  broadside,  which,  by  good  fortune,  only 
cut  through  a  few  of  her  fore  and  main  shrouds, 

aiid  shattered  her  boats  on  the  booms Tliough 

evidently  oonoyed  by  the  discomfiture  of  this 
welUmcant  atleinpt  to  cripple  liis  enemy,  whose 
masts,  to  bis  extreme  mortification,  were  all  seen 
standing  and  unhurt,  his  confidence  was  by  no 
means  abated. 

Botli  brigs,  at  a  few  fathoms  apart,  were 
running  olF  the  wind  on  a  parallel  line,  main- 
taining, for  some  minutes,  a  galling  fire  in  this 
dreadfully  effective  portion. — Fast  and  fierce 
from  the  close  muzzles  of  their  guns  burst 
(be  pale  (lashes  of  fire.  The  Spitfire  was 
enveloped  in  a  cloud  of  smoke — still  her  artil- 
lery was  dealing  out  death  and  destruction,— 
Ab^ady  two  jwrts  of  her  opponent  were  knocked 
into  one,  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Ameri- 
can musquetry  was  sweeping  her  decks  in  every 
direction.^A  scene  of  mutual  slaughter  ensued ; 


H 


e  bosoM 
ever   m 
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iodeed,  on  both    sides,  i 
courage    increaaed    with     the 
maogied  and  mutilated  bodies  of^ 
now  setn  Uimst  througii  the  port 
iDg,  with  a  crimsoD  hue,  the  \ 
deep,  as  they   sunk    for  e»-ei 
gravel-Even  the  eJemenU  i 
thuuder  of  tlie  cannon  ;   the  (mo  w« 
the  wind  abated— This  cireumsun 

facilitate  tlicir  nearer  approacli. i 

at  the  same  moment,  sheered  ciasm 
They  nearly  came  muzzle    lo 
imagined  the  object  of  ilie  oliia 
The  American,  perhaps,  soiuea 
turely,  threw  a  division  of  his 
forecastle    to   receive   the 
who  was  not  more  bodily  than  i 
took  jmmediaic  advantage  of  their 
tion,  and  sent  amongst  ihcm,  en  i 
of  shattering  'canister,'  which 
the  panting  group. 
A  treniendoue  cheer,  at  slunnii 
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he  thuuder  of  her  own  artillery,  now  resounded 
m  the i^>U/7r;'> deck. — "Bravo,  our  side!"  cried 
be  boatswain — "  Keep  up  that  sort  o'  fun,  and 
/ou*n  soon  have  to  take  her  in  tow. — Hurrah  ! 
—Strike  out  abaft— start  thdr  trunneb — rip 
ber  up,  boys — rip  her  up,— damn  it,  never  say 
dv.'" — an  exclamation  the  more  ungular  at 
t&is  moment,  as  the  dead  and  dying  were  drop- 
ping around  him  in  every  direction. 

The  effect  of  Burton''s  fire  was  forcibly 
firft  by  the  enemy. — They  however  rallied 
igain;  and  now  the  riflemen  aloft  retaliated 
tor  their  loss  below. — The  purser,  captain's 
derk,  and  two  liltle  midshipmen,  were  all 
picked  off,  and  fell  in  fast  succession,  by  the 
murderous  dexterity  of  the  American  marks- 
men. 

The  bends*  of  both  vessels  were  all  but 
rubbing    together. — A    struggle    of   personal 

*  The  QUUr  ttTDDg  pUok*  on  the  lower  put  of  a  ihip'i 
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-'*  Scarborough  warning ! —  D their  eyesy 

they  might  have  the  manners  too,  to  sing  out 

ffom  uoder.*^ 
A  trifqple  stream  of  blood  dripping  from  the 
of  his  left  hand,  gave  the  speaker  the 
iotiaaticxi  of  his  having  received  a  deep  flesh 
^frnmroA  in  his  ann. — <^  Here,*^  said  he,  untying  the 
^diaadkerchief  from  about  his  loins,  and  handing 
^it  to  Burton*—'^  Here,  Sir, — -just  please  to  pass 
^  a  few  riding  turns  to  stop  the  leak/' 
^      The  wound  had  hardly  been  bound  by  his 
^  galUnt  superior,  ere  the  undaunted  tar,  placing 
m   bioiself  in  a  menacing  attitude,  and  shaking  his 
r     fist,  as  he  alternately  looked  up  at  both  the  Ame- 
rican's tops;  loudly  vociferated — ^*  FU  sarve  you 
out  for  this,  you  bush-fighting  beggars— well 
give  it  you  presently." 

Staunch,  who  had  been  keenly  watchidg,  with 
eagle^ye,  every  movement  of  his  adversary, 
noticing  the  threatening  posture  of  Brace,  ex- 
claimed, in  a  tone  of  delight,  ^*  Look,  Hasty, 
look ! — ^look  at  that  fine  intrepid  fellow." 

M   % 


■*-rW- 


■-UB  ■  DUUe  sbip  ?'*  ea 
be  oug^it  lo  be  boatswain 

Five  and  thirty  minu 
ance  the  actioa  comnwoi 
when  u  the  very  act  of 
which  broke  out  in  the  qu 
the  gallaot  Hast;  nedta 
groin. 

"Bear  him  below  im 
eapUin,  who  evidently  n 
this  disaster,  vliilst  co^~eru 
tioD  of  the  seamen,  the  wi 
feiUtires  of  this  ill  lated  sa 
kerchief.  Fast  bleeding  fn 
wound,  he  was  borne  id  sgi 
gtm-nom^  by  a  couple  4^  t 
juBt  difldurged  the  melan 
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Ir?  vain  he  cri<vl  r  ^^ 

"KW  .j|„   ^^^^   ^   _  *■*  «   ^^^ 

*■*     Hi, 
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Staunch  and  Stowel  were  seen  in  close  debate ; 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  nortb-ooim* 
was  pomtiiig  with  bk  finger  to  oertam 
illustrative  of  the  pontions  of  the  two  Te»- 
imt^kmcmg  a  diagram  on  the  drumJieid  of 
Mptlan,  it  was  dmons  he  was  andeavoiir- 
to  BUfjuBbs  vpon  the  mind  of  his  aupcrioTy 
m  tiM  ■cccority  of  carrying  into  immediate  eflEMt 
■f^flime  new  manmuvFB. 

^  ^^TwiH  aeirer  do,''  ^ried  Stmrocb— «<we 
i#  mnt  dap   sail  on  the  brig,  and  heave  ber 

9  *<  Wed,  Su*,  you  can*t  do  beeter,  as  no  doot 
■  beU  lather  oome  round  on  t'other  tack  wi*  our* 
f    sttres,  than  ran  the  chance  of  a  badgering 


.  it  was  too  apparent  to  Staoncb,  there  was 
natlifaig  to  be  done  with  his  starboard,  or  rather 
disabled  battery.  His  leeward  position  deprited 
him  <if  the  power  of  closing  with  his  antagonist 
sufidently  near  to  enable  htm  to  throw  bis 
boarders  on  the  American's  deck.    But  his  laN. 


UowbccDaU 


CftUing,  tl»r^bre,  B^ 
aTi,  be  apprised  tbem  bo 
had  just  struck  bim,  to  en 
■tnigglewith  eflbct,  and,  H 
TSDtage  over  an  enemy  he  i 
cost,  to  be  more  than  his  a 
— be  directed  Brace  to^ 
and  sheets''  for  ihe  < 
already  shot  away, 
leenied  lost  in  thougl 
boatswain  bu»ed  in  these  p 
his  dark,  animated  eye  t 
at  tht-ir  quarters,  as  if  d 
Bl)[)uld  be  antidpated,  rat 
diould  be  compelled  to  iai 
well  knew  must  he  attends 
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footed  lads  could  but  Isiy  out  on  the  taufnel 
yttrda,  and  let  out  a  reef,  in  the  face—"  be  would 
}iave  said,  'of  those  infernal  riflemen,'  had  he 
not  been  anticipated  bj  several  of  the  topmen 
simullfiDeously  jumping  on  the  hammocks  to 
ascend  tlie  rigging' 

"  Face  'em ! " — s^il  one  of  those  alluded  to^ 
*'  a  sharp  knife,  and  a  clear  conscience,  can  face 
Uie  devil  himself." 

"  £eep  down" — said  the  captain — "  keep 
down,  my  lads — don't  let  the  enemy  observe  our 
movenientfi  until  all  is  ready." 

The  topsaij-haliards  had  been  led  along  tiie 
deck,  and  the  "  tacks  and  sheets''  rove  ready 
f(tf  hauling  on  board;  when  four  (fur  Staunch 
was  obliged  to  repress  their  zeal,  and  permit  no 
more  to  expose  themselves  aluft)  of  the  daring 
topmen,  who  had  volunteered  for  this  service, 
flew  up  the  ratilings  of  the  fore  and  main 
rigging.—"  Cut  away,"  cried  Staunch — "  don't 
stand  to  unde,"  ns  the  intrepid  lars  threw  them- 
M  3 
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bare  produced  such  an  effect  od  the  British  as 
''  this  solitary  fall,  or  more  effectually  kbdled 
''  Kfresh  their  iprath. — "  Poop  Boney,* — poor  Bo- 
'  ney,^  for  that  was  the  nick-Dame  by  which  he 
'    went  in  the  ship,  resounded  fore-and-aft  on  her 

deck—"  we'll  yet  revenge  your  fall." 

Tom  and  tattered  as  they  were,  the  topsuls 

were  hoisted  a  few  feet  higher,  and  both  couraes 

set  in  a  second. 


*  On  bo«rd  nMMt  ihipi  of  war,  the  'GiUrPditlduii'— Dm 
' King'i-Beiichen,'  uidthe  'Birds'  who  gather  round Iha grate 
a'oighl  to  argufy,  •>  it  is  termed,  irc  lure  to  be  deaignaled 
by  a  name  of  nolorietj  q>plkable,  ai  the  JatJU  tUnk,  to  the 
peenUar  prcteaaJoiia  of  these  would-be  warriort  and  itatetinaa. 
— He  leaden  formerly  were  generallr  mclc-named  '  Bmbow,' 
or  '  BiUy  Pil.'—A  •  Captun  of  the  Sreepfn,'  or  a  '  C^tatn 
of  ihe  Hfd,'  aliai,  the  warden  of  the  wonhipfol  comiiaiiy  of 
Nigfatmen  on  board,  whoie  pretensions  to  such  distinction* 
blppened  to  be  sustained  by  his  talents  for  harangue,  waa 
brariably  dubbed  ■  CAiir/<;jr  Fnf.'— In  latter  dayi,  these  wor- 
thies have  given  place  to  more  modem  titles  of  eminence. — 
Jack  is  a  bizarre  animal,  and  delights  on  all  occaaiona  to  unite 
the  lofty  and  the  lodicrou* ;  and  a  straoger  will  often  be  itartled, 
if  at  all  a  believer  in  gbosti,  at  hearing  a  sailor  sing  out  to 
another  on  the  '  'tween  decks'—"  Pass  the  word  fbr'ard 
there  for  Bmofparly." — We  hare  never  been  on  board  any  ahip 
in  which  there  was  not  one  of  these  emperors. 


^^^m 


iiie  lee-guiu  stand  bv  u 
in  itavA."" 

Hariiljr  had    the  Sjj. 

her  additional  canvas, 

frustrate  Suunch's  inten 

ruse  characteristic    of 

not  a  single  gim  on  his  1, 

bore  round  up,  as  if  pm 

broadside  into  his  adversi 

eocouBteriDg  the  desolat 

eroiution  of  his  adversar 

put  his  helm  up  toa— Bot 

round  tf^ther  on  the  or 

their  effective  batteries,  on 

engaged  in  the  acticm,  to  h 

Thou^  the  American's  ai 

Staunch's  manccuvre,  as  tc 


THE    BATTLK.  253 

it,  in  the  end,  contributed  to  effect  his  original 
design. 

Although  the  American  stiU  retained  the 
*  weather-gage,'  a  point  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance ;  the  order  of  battle  might  be  said  to  be 
reversed  as  far  as  respected  their  renewing  the 
jtctiDD  on  opposite  tacks,  and  with  guns  which 
hitherto  had  not  been  uninjured  in  the  ruin- 
otiB  conflict.  The  Englishman  not  being  as  close 
aboiird,  nor  yet  as  nearly  ahreast  of  his  adver- 
sary as  he  could  v.ish,  carried  his  courses  in 
order  to  bring  him  along  side,  and  kept  a  close 
luff;  with  the  hope  that  some  accidental  circum- 
stance might  place  him  in  a  situation  to  grapple 
with  the  enemy. 

"Luff!  Stowel,  LulT!"  said  Staunch,  "if 
you  love  me,  keep  the  main  taupsle  touching.",, 

"  Luff  it  is,  Sir — she's  lifting  already." 

"  That's  your  sort,  Master" — said  Staunch, 
— "  Hug  the  wind  as  you  would  your  wife. — 
jUorrah,  level  low,  my  lads,  and  she's  all  your 
own !" 


mmlm 
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i,mg^^^m*t 


vitb  TtdnBHcd  nvj';  ■■  a^v  1 
MTed,  with  Sammf,  *■  hb^* 
to  sljckeo,  in  ooaHM^Kr  «f  A*  i 


i*vS; 


d  effect  of  the  a 

dreriful  havoc  oo  his  dec 

slippery  by  Uie  blood  .nd 

*e™  •°'i  "8»in  strewed  , 

At  thii  period,   ,I„  p 

ii"±,  buiyin;;    mider  ti 

hit  boan-nuiM^,   n«»t 

St  his  after  cammadea.- 

tonity   for   .iien,pti„g   ^ 

»hicb  Suunch  »as  conden 

imlaacribableiTigret,  in   coi 

»««*,  aod  bein^  to   Jeew, 

Mconda,  however,  elapsed, 

enemy's  gaff  vas  folJowed 

nuiiMopnust  iidling  over  t 

luckily  on  tie  side  diseogag, 

SUOh  OCCaainna    fl...  n^>.*-U  _ 
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surprised  beyond  measure  at  finding  shouts  of 
triumph  succeed  to  one  of  the  most  unfortunate 
mishaps  which  could  possibly  befall  a  vessel 
during  an  engagement.  Indeed,  it  would  seem 
OS  if  the  spirit  of  the  sailor  revelled  in  ruin ;  or 
tliat,  in  his  own  words,  he  was  oever  more  d^ 
lighted  than  when  *'  the  sticks  begin  to  tumble 
about  his  head. "  Certain,  however,  it  is,  what- 
ever may  be  the  motive,  that  this  indomitable 
spirit  tends  emiuenlly  to  support  that  state  of 
excitement,  which  so  often  ensures  to  British 
valour  hard-earned  victory. 

The  Spitfire's  people  were  now  seen  with 
knives  and  hatchets  in  their  hands,  severing  the 
ropes,  and  hewing  away  the  rigging  which  at- 
tached the  cumbrous  wreck  to  the  ship's  side, 
and  made  her,  despite  of  her  helm,  swerve  from 
her  course. — "  Cut  away,  my  fine  fellows— cut 
away  !"  cried  Staunch — "  Don't  let  the  wreck 
stop  her  way  through  the  water." 

From  being  merely  attired  in  a  plain  round 
jacket,  (such  as  any  of  his  midshipmen  might 
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colours  at  the  peak,  faintly  smiling  in  bis  face ; 
«fl  much  as  to  remind  him  of  a  duty  wluc4i  be 
felt  confident  would  be  performed;  when  the 
Ueotenant  exclaimed, — 

*'  Never  fear.  Sir :  we  may  go  down,  but  our 
colours  never  shall." 

Staunch  had  hardly  been  borne  to  his  cabin, 
when,  as  if  the  Fates  bad  conspired  against  the 
Spitfire,  her  bowsprit,  already  crippled  by  a 
double-headed  shot,  fell  athwart  her  fore-foot. 
Caking  with  it  her  fore-lopmast  over  her  bows, 

"  Up  with  the  courses.  Burton !  Up  with  'em 
quickly,"  cried  Stowel,  "  or  the  foremast  'ill 
foUow." 

"No,  no,  no! — Don't  start  a  stitdi. — You 
forget,  man — the  fore-runners  are  op,"  cried 
Burton,  with  that  promptitude  an<  I  decision  of 
cbaracter  peculiar  to  himself. — "  Cut  away 
for'ard,  and  take  the  weight  utf  the  bead  of  the 
foremast. — Hurrah,  abaft! — Another  round,  tmd 
■he  strikes! " 

Whilst  thus  animating  bis  men,  and  taking 
advantage  of  a   partial   cessation  of  smoke  to 
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point,  with  precision,  himself, 
venary's  rudder,   he    ima^ned 
through   the  port-hole  the  enemjjj 
beginning  to  totter.     He  waited  a  J 
at  the  breech  of  the  gun  to  sausfy  h: 
no    opticj>l    iliUBion     had    flattered  a 
"  Hurrah  !"  cried  he,  *'  I  though) 
be  deceived."  He  was  not, — The  □ 
brought   the  American's    taunt   and 
spar,  with  all  ita  lower  and   lofty  yi 
spread  canvas,  and  heavy  rigging,  tun 
(he  side  into  the  water  with  a  ttcmcn^ 
and  precipitating  five  of  hi»  deadliest  i 
uninvited,  into  the  dread  realms  of  Ni 
Deprived  of  his  after  sail,  the  enei 
became  now  unmanageable,  and  fell 
the   Spitfire,  hooking,   with   the   fld 
best-lrawer  anchor,  the  weather  foq 
the   British   brig.     This  opportuqj 
overlooked  by  Burton,  who  i 
which  lay  unsheathed  on  the  capstai 
it  aloft,  shouting,  in  a  tune  which  1 
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diBtincUy  along  the  Spi/Jire's  deck,  whilst  tho 
firt  of  both  ships  Blackened — "  Stand  fast — 
stand  fast  your  fire — foliow  me  every  man  (hat 
can  raise  a  cutlass  !" 

Fast  as  he  flew  to  gain  a  footing  on  tlie 
enemy's  deck,  he  soon  found  himself  not  the 
foremost  of  about  forty  of  the  British;  who 
mounted  the  aide,  swung  themselve!),  sword  in 
hnad,  on  the  enemy's  forecastle.,  and  tumbled, 
pdl  mell,  amongst  the  Americana,  who  now 
crowded  forward  to  repel  the  invaders.  The 
Spitfires  had  been  so  long  engaged  amid  fire 
and  smoke,  that  the  latter  had  begrimtid  not 
only  their  faces,  but  naked  bodies ;  which  were 
here  and  there  ]>alely  seamed  by  streams  of 
sweai>  which  ran  from  their  burning  temples. 
Tlic  effect  of  excessive  excitement  was,  in  more 
than  one  instance,  contrasted  by  the  sunken  eye 
of  exhaustion,  which  too  visibly  betrayed  a 
frame  deserted  by  nature ;  though  a  heart  sus- 
tained by  all  enduring  valour.  From  these 
appalling  appearances,  heightened  by  tlio  clotted 
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gore  with  which  many  had  besmeared 
selves,  in  heaving  the  mangled  dead  ova 
or  the  fresh  blood  gouts  which  streamed 
from  their  own  green  wounds,  the  asi 
assumed,  if  not  the  aspect  of  fiends^  ce 
the  most  formidable  resemblance  to  thoi 
warriors  who  hideously  paint  and  tattoo 
bodies  preparatory  to  battle. 

The  moment  they  reached  the  enemy's 
Burton,  leading  on  his  men»  waa  met  I 
master,  a  powo^ul,  strong  built,  readute 
ing  man,  armed  with  sword  and  [Mstol :  the 
he  levelled  with  keen  eye  at  the  British  c 
which,  happily  for  him,  flashed  in  the 
Foiled  in  his  aim,  he  flung  the  tresK^hoous 
pon  full  at  his  adversary's  head,  carryin 
the  lieutenant's  hat  and  slightly  scalping 
Burton  now  rushed  on  his  huge  antagi 
and  they  crossed  swords,  a  weapcm  ii 
use  of  which  he  was  peculiarly  expert.  J 
seconds  had  hardly  elapsed,  ere  the  Colui 
Ajax  lay  stretched  on  deck.    The  iriclor  i 
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''er  the  body,  and  cheered  on  liis  men  to  the 

*,tack.     Fierce  and  resolute  was  the  contait, 

nothing  but  valour  could  oompeniaiB  for 

disparity  of  numbers. 

The  *ioar  of  cannon  bad  now  subsided,  and 

tueoeeded  by  the  clink  and  clatter  of  brittle 

which  not  unfrequently  broke  short  in 

handles,  disappcnndng  meditated  revei^, 

often  occasioning  the  loss  of  the  assailant's 

•^^kh  fw  that  of  the  assailed.     The  Americans 

.i^^ere  slowly  dislodged  from  off  their  forecastfei 

^^fighting  foot  by  foot 

^^     Burton,  elate  with  his  success,  eagerly  sought 

^^  the  American  captain,  who,  in  consequence  of 

^  the  loss  of  both  his  lieutenants,  was  compelled 

'*'  to  lead  on  his  men  alone ;  whom  he  now  suc- 

*   oessfully  rallied  to  a  desperate  charge,  in  which 

they  beat  down  the  British    blades  with   the 

weight  of  their  muskets*  butt  ends.     Perceiving 

the  Spitfires  were  beginning  to  give  way,  Buf- 

400  shouted  with  energy — ^<  Hold  on — ^hold  on 

your  own,  my  lads."    At  this  moment  the  well 
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known  voice  of  the  boAtswain,  who  led  o 
fresh  hands,  was  heard  roaring  in  the 
"  Make  a  lane  there  !  —  I  told  the  bush-i 
beggars  I'd  sanre  *em  out ! — Hurrah,  foi 
port^*  His  furious  haste  into  the  thickt 
of  the  combat,  kindled  afi^eah  the  spirit  c 
lation.  Burton  thus  supported,  soon  gaii 
quarter-deck,  drivnig  before  him  the  < 
who  now  tore  down  the  fire  screens,  and  ti 
down  the  hatchways  in  the  utnoost  coo 
tion. 

This  opportunity,  it  may  be  suppose 
not  lost  on  some  eager  blades,  for  inflictii 
broad  R,*  as  they  term  it,  on  the  heads  o 
ral,  as  they  vanished  below,  without  p 
their  steps. 

*'  Ship  the  gratings,  and  secure  them  b 
cried  Burton. 

**  May  be  Dan  won't  do  that  same,"  s 
Irish  waister,  who  had  spent  four  long 
peeping  through  the  bars  of  a  French  pr 

*  Arrofr. 
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^'  It's  myself,  my  joy,  that .  likes  to  be  lookin 
at  the  inimy  on  the  ri^bt  side  o^  the  gratin\" 

The  ^  gratings  were  shipped,'  and  a  marine 
centinel  placed  over  each.— At  this  moment  of 
complete  triumph,   an  incident    occurred,  not 
without  its  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  late 
war,  however  revolting  to  humanity. — Whilst 
the  centinel  on  the  main-hatchway  grating  was 
peaceably  occupied  in   this  duty,  he  was  de- 
liberately shot,  by  a  cowardly  ruffian  from  below. 
The  fury  and  savage  hate  which  this  atrocity 
on  the  part  of  the  vanquished   excited  in  the 
British,  was  such  that  it  required  all  Uurton's 
presence  of  mind  and  powers  of  persuasion,  to 
repress  their  appetite  for  revenge,  and  the  in- 
fliction of  summary  and  ample  retribution  on 
the  offender.— Whilst  some  shouted  aloud  for 
the  marines  to  fire  on  them  below,  others,  headed 
by  the  boatswain,  tore  up  the  gratings,  and  were 
with  difficulty  prevented  by  Burton's  prayers 
and  menaces,  from  descending  sword  in  hand 
amongst  the  prisoners  :  who  now,  alarmed  at  the 

VOL.    III.  N 
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for  OJd  England.'"—'*  Didn't  /  tell  you  her 
miunmast  'ou'd  go  P — I'll  bet  a  veek's  grog, 
there's  one  o'  toy  own  chalking  in  it  now." — 

"  The  slaughter-house  did  die  job." — "  D n 

their  eyes,  they  fought  hard  for  it,  too! — 
Nothing  like  boaiding  after  all !" — "  Didn't  I 
back  you.  Bob,  like  a  trump  P" — "  My  eyes 
and  limb*,  how  the  beware  tumbled  below." — 
"  Bloody  wars,  how  we  sarred  'em  out  1" 

These  strains  of  triumph  were,  however,  at 
times,  interrupted  by  a  T<4ley  of  imprecations 
and  oaths,  which,  hoverer  unsuitable  to  the 
morality  of  our  times,  were,  in  theJacka'  ofnnion, 
perfectly  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  the  occasion. 
— The  young  men  seemed  nearly  delirious  with 
joy,  at  the  result  of  their  first  encounter,  shout- 
ing and  flourishing  their  cutlasses,  and  dancing 
like  madmen  on  the  decks  ;  whilst  their  seniors 
flung  away  their  weapons,  to  grasp  each  other 
by  the  hand,  and  exchanged  (he  most  aflectionate 
congratulations. 

The  boatswain  swore  to  his  mate,  "  D n 

N  3 


lo   accomplish,  he   sur 

celebrate  their  triumph 

AchiUes  of  old— <'  Coo 

— ^rig  your  roarers,  anc 

dering  cheers. — ^All  re 

— Now — ^now  then.'*— 

their 

"Ha 

"Hu 
"Hu 

"  And  one  for  comiDg 
panying  each  cheer  wil 
ing  the  fourth  with  his 
Had  Homer,  Ovid, 
described  the  effects  of 

umph,  the  fabled  god 

■i  • 

;.  1  hiivp  hppn   intmHiirprl 
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-ontent  himaelf  with  leaniing,-«*tbat,  roused  by 
>he  uproar,  old  Neptune  raited  bis  hoaiy  bead 
From  the  briny  deep,  only  to  smile  at  the  fiolics 
sf  hi«  fiavourite  bodb. 


.    HOWLAND    FOB     AN    OLO 
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Come  i  we  lur*  no  Wmd 

Bat  reaolutioa. 


Although   the    cominodore   i 
some    time  at  that  place  poinled 
medical  man  as  fittest  for  the  r«co«| 
health,   it  very  percepiibljf  began   ti 
So  much  so,  that  the  old   gentlof 
formed  the  project  for  reluming  jj 
diately   with    bia  family,   and  pla 
under  tlie  care  of  his  friend  Sciu 
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,  hid  riaen  ss  much  in  his 
le  had  &llen  tn  the  good  t^nkm 
consequence  of  the  insult 
■pride,  by  that  elaborately  penned, 
■J,  and  ludicrous  letter,  containing 
■  jrop  sal  of  marriage. 
'  St  simplicity  of  the  commodore  reth- 
uite  imposuble,  that  amid  all  the 
id  cajolery  ptactisR]  on  hitn  by  iiis 
I  his  sister-in-law,  be  sliould  perceive 
i  ftff  suspiooa ;  and  be  tber^bre,  natu- 
lagb,  argued  with  himself,  tbat  the  man 
J  the  sagacity  to  prophesy  approaching 
.ftom  symptoms  which  be  himself  bad  che- 
la indications  t^  beahb,  must  be  beat  able 
il  with  the  subtleness  sf  a  disense,  fbreseen 
by  himself.  The  dislike,  if  not  abw^te 
r,  felt  by  the  oM  gentleman,  of  agnh  aft- 
ig  the  impertinest  eyes  of  the  Cheltenltaim 
::,  after  the  discouraging  reception  he  and  his 
um  bad  experienced  in  their  oatrt  debtH, 
i  *ttdl-wa]k,'.by  oonfinlng   him  to  the 


.         i'*  ;?ar3rT  at    this  hieak    sea 

SiieA  to  vbicfa.  tldiotiaib 
duW  bnu^t  to  him,  he  c 
«n«r  IB  eonsalta^  Idi  ftii 


hetfc  Id  Ac  Mfine.      As  t 


hk^  it  B  nee  to  he  wondem 
becHDc  «anp  and  wane; 
dnt  be  had  tittle  to  expect  I 
alMj  at  this  place.  CDs  ii 
iftried  Ins  Siter-taJsv 
ncnUe  for  cairriiig  ber 
into  execn6a(L  Undtf  oo 
tbe  anfmnp  were  speat 
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of  the  party  ia  ill  these  excursions,  and  by  his 
assiduities,  succeeded  but  too  veil  in  reodering 
them  umniodfuL  of  the  poor  iavalid  ;  whaiiaw 
hcgaa  to  feel  hintelf  oomparatiTcly  iieglacted,a,nd 
treated,  by  conunon  canseot,  as  though  uofitio 
enjoy  any  society.  After  having  remonstrated  in 
vain  with  Mrs.  Crank,  on  the  subject  of  his  being 
left  for  hours  together  to  the  care  of  meniaU, 
he  at  length  deterniiDed  to  disclose  bis  mind  to 
his  worthy  cockswain,  or,  as  he  termed  it,  "  call 
a  council  of  war,-"  the  primary  object  of  which 
was  to  preserve  peace.  In  the  course  of  their 
deliberation,  Tiller  remarked,  "  That  though 
the  coast  was  clear,  for  himself  and  his  master 
to  cut  and  run,  whenever  they  chose,  yet  he 
didn't  think  'twou'd  be  an  easy  matter  to  get 
the  women  under  weigh.  Indeed,"  added 
Thomas,  "I  think  both  the  ladies  are  making 
tolerable  head~way  with  their  men — though, 
I  must  say — I  think  the  misses  is  stronger  on 
ihc  gospel-sho|MJup,  than  Miss  Emily's  on  the 


ttec«a 
his  J 
rettin 
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The  captain,  although  mortified  I 
mation  of  a  danger  he  never  before  apj 
and  which  seemed  to  portend  little  ahi 
mutiny,  had  Eome  reason  to  think  1 
picion  wns  not  destitute  of  foundg 
was,  however,  determiaed,  sbatti 
to  support  the  dignity  of  his 
hazards;  and  when  the  ladies  reti 
ner,  which,  in  this  instance,  they  dii 
embraced  the  earliest  opportunttj  tQ, 
sentiments.  The  first  allusioo  tl( 
to  his  state  of  health  by  Emily,  M 
for  his  purpose. 

"  Why,  child,"  said  he,  "  so  far  ■ 
any  better,  I  only  gel  worse  everjs 
that  isn't  a  warning  to  be  off,  1-' 
what  is! " 

"Off!"  said  Etnily,  with  surpri 

"Of!"  repeated  Mrs.  Crank,  | 
key. 

**  Yes,  n^,"  re-echoed  the  deep  b 
(eraii ;  "and  the  sooner  the  better— 
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any  longer,  I  thtll  have  do  stceogth  left  to  tear 
the  fadguB  of.tntTcmDg,"j 

"  That,  certunty,"  replied  hia  lueof*  "would 
be  very  UDfiNtunate,  But,  oonoot .  jfOUi  toy 
dear  uacle^  place  yourself  under  eonw  eminent 
phyaidan  here  ? — ^Besides,  you've  hardly  ffMtn 
the  waun  a  fur  trial."  ^ 

"  Trial  I — what!  d'yevaot  lo  drench  m^  to 
death  P  It''s  no  uae  talking  of  trials  iny  dear 
— the  2(Mt^atf  is  not  very  far  off."   . 

*'  DoD't  ipeak  ao,  UDcle,*^  s«d  his  favourite, 
"  it  makes  me  quite  raelaacholy." 

"  Well,  well,  I'll  not  say  a.  word  miwe— I 
wou'dn't  fret  so  good  a  girl  for  the  world ;  but 
I  know  I  neva*  was  so  bad  in  my  lif&— I  see 
I've  nothing  elte  fbr't  but  to  return  home — 
Senna  shall  have  another  chance  to  ch^  uie 
agiun  on  my  pins.^So,  aster,"  continued  he, 
addressing  Mrs.  Crank,  "  you  must  make  ar- 
rangements so  as  to  enable  us  to  start  the  day 
after  to-morrow." 

"  That  would  be  altogether  impossible — nor 


it,  I  hope  you  will  not  expe 
Chehenham,  the  moment  it 
able,  and  we  have  formed 


"Why,  as  we  started  u 
ought  all  to  tetum  togethei 
valid,  evidently  piqued  at 
'-  bcades, — a  brace  of  iiDgk 
found  themaelves  all  the  saft 

"  Thauks  to  Providence, 
if  it  were  so  disposed  that  ^ 
a  protector :  for  it  so  happci 
exemplary  fnend)  Doctor 
the  period  when  we  could 
nientJy,  be  called  into  our 
to  a  misacHiary  ineeting— he 


A    ROWLAND    FOB    AN   OLIVEB.  277 

"Stand  fast  there,  Kstfaarine!— I  hope  the 
girths  more  seOBe  Uisn  to  become  intimate  with 
any  such  fellow.  What  can  she  want  with  a 
joumeytnan  carpeDter  ?" 

"A  a^tatt'  sud  Emily,  quicidy:  "you  are 
not  serious,  uncle  ?" 

"  Never  more  so,  my  love ! — and  now,  sister, 
once  for  all,  I  will  say  it's  a  disgrace,  that  a 
woman  of  your  reading  andall  that,  should  listen 
to  such  a  scamp  in  a  pul[Ut — what  can  he  know 
about  divinity  ? — about  as  much  as  t/ou  do  of 
tuming-in  a  dead-eye.'" 

"  I  feel,"  sud  his  dster,  kindling  with  zeal 
for  the  doctor's  character,  "  I  feel  shame  im 
your  account,  Sir." 

"  Say  on  your  own,"  interrupted  the  captain. 

"  No,  Sir,  I  have  nothing  to  reproach  myself 
with  in  this  instance — I  would  fain  preserve  my 
daughter's  principles,  which  it  seems  to  be  the 
object  of  your  sinful  mockery  of  religion  to 
overturn,  and  render  her  as  great  an  unbeUever 
as  yoursdf." 


I! 


wrono:  box,  you  alwaj 

on  iiu\     Now   Till  as 

though     uo     chopper 

.  I4  chalk-out  a  creed  for 

V;'  marine  at  the  weather 

f!]  man  with  a  coUier  up  S 

regular  branch  pilot  fi 
and  why  not?  Were 
up  to  the  service?" 

**  You  really  are,"  i 
reddening  with  rage,  ** 
Crank,  to  revile  in  tl 
a  person  of  Doctor  Si 
and  unction  in  ])reachi 
life;  attested  as  they  i 
ing  congregation  whi( 
feed  on  the  manna  oi 
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For  to-mwTow,"  nid  the  veterao,  resc4utely» 
"  I'll  top  tnj  boom." 

"  Don%  deu  uncle — dont  be  tiagry — do  stop 
a  few  days  longer,  and  well  return  borne  togs- 
ther,"  said  Emilj,  mtrecttiogly. 

*'  No,  dear,  I'll  not  stop~4t  would  be  the 
death  of  me,"  awd  Crank.  **  As  for  you,'*  ooo- 
tinued  he,  impresmrely,  *'  I  don't  blame  you,  or 
if  I  do— I  forgire  you ;  because  you're  young, 
and  led  astray  by  your  mother — but  aoce  I've 
been  here,  I've  seen  nothing  but  courting,  and 
beard  nothing  but  canting — and  ill  and  crip- 
pled as  I  am,  hare  hardly  been  treated  by  you 
like  a  Christian." 

"  I  most  devoutedly  wi^  you  were  one," 
ejaculated  the  matron,  with  admirable  compo- 
sure— "  Our  great  Teacher  assures  ut,  all  things 
are  possible  with  Him,  otherwise  I  should  de> 
spairof  you;  and  pronounce  your  conversion  as 
improbable,  as  that  a  camel  should  go  through 
the  eye  of  a  needle." 

"Ball«ff  that  yam!"  said  the  person  whose 
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probable  fature  dooni  was  the  c 
charitable  descant — "  it's  quite  long 
I've  done,  and  atu  determined ! — J] 
— ^oight  bring:;  home  aJl  atraggh 
you've  had  your  Hing,   you'll  of  a 
for  Camperdown." 

**  But  you'll  !>end  us  the  carria^ 
you,  uncle?"  said  hia  niece. 

•'  Perhaps,  my  dear,"  said  her  i 
more  unguardeilly  than  was  bei 
cumstances  may  render  it  itttne* 
your  uncle  that  trouble." 

"  Hang  the  trouble !"  said  the  < 
whose  re^ientnient  had  not  suffidei 
to  permit  him  to  we  the  evident  i 
expression  which  had  escaped 
intend,*'  continued  he,  "  to  do 
leave  you  the  carnage  attogetli 
must  be  my  nurse,  and  he  and  I  i 
morrow  forenoon." 

The  conver^tion,  which  had  I 
too  animated  (o  last  long,  ceased ;  i 
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was  concluded  in  that  sort  of  nleot  reserve, 
which  ia  not  unfrequeot  where  parties  find 
themselves  cofDmitted  wr  perfdeKed  by  unex- 
pected occuTTeoees,  or  untoward  disclosures. 

The  veteran  was,  bowerer,  as  good  as  his 
promise — and  befra^  noon  next  day,  had  per- 
formed the  first  stage  ot  his  journey.  On 
the  following  evening  be  arrived  at  booie ;  an 
event  so  gratifying  to  the  feelings  oi  the  old 
cockswain,  that  had  he  not  been  too  mudi  occu< 
pied  in  contributing  all  in  his  power  to  the 
invalid's  comfort  on  his  arrival,  he  would  not 
have  failed  to  hcitt  the  ctdours,  desfnte  <^  its 
being  dark ;  or,  perhaps,  have  fired  a  tayai 
salute  in  hcHiour  <^  the  ausjndous  occasion. 


,  I    CHAPTER  XVII. 
'  ACLEAE  STAG] 


piny  one  »cene 

Ofeii'cUcnt  ctisscmlilmg  ;  Mill  let  | 
Xike  jietfcct  honour. 


The  truth  must  Dot  be  concei 
she  had  affected  to  treat  his  deU 
return  home  as  abrupt  and  ill-timed 
had  for  some  time  felt  the  old 
parturc  necessary.      Her  schemesp 
remained,  were  hourly  in  danger  o 
feated   by   his  artless  maimer,    and 
disdain  of  every  tiling  like  disguise.  <^ 
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was,  perhaps,  acquired  in  bu  profesacm,  whilst 
the  latter  might  (but  for  the  immortal  Locke's 
interdictioo)  almost  be  said  to  be  an  innate 
priodple  of  his  soul.  These,  and  not  his  in^ 
piety  in  reviling  the  sect  to  which  she  belonged, 
were  the  real  reastms  which,  in  an  unguarded 
moment,  had  induced  her  to  assert  her  ctrnvic 
tion,  that  it  was  dangerous  to  be  under  the 
same  roof  with  him.  Nor  was  she  mistaken. — 
The  presence  of  such  dangerous  materials  as 
Uiese  rendered  it  very  improbable  she  could 
carry  on  her  plans  with  a  iair  cbaace  c^  suc- 
cess.— An  explosion  was  possible,  nay,  prey 
bable,  every  minute.  His  prejudices  were  eveo 
stronger  than  his  predilections :  and  he  could 
hardly  conceal  his  antipathy  to  some  of  hit 
nster-io-law's  vimtors^  with  whom  she  was  more 
than  ordinarily  sdicitous  to  be  on  terms  of 
intimacy  and  friendship. — The  unmitigated 
contempt  be  felt  for  every  man  not  regnlariy 
brought  up  to  those  particular  prafeasi(»n  ot 
which  they  affected  to  be  members,  could  not 
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fail  to  displaj  itself  in  a  cynical  Boeer,  at 
aarcana,  whenever  he  coamdered  btniBelf  be 
in  his  own  house  by  the  dogmatizing  am 
tMO,  of  pert  preaching,  of  those  toi  t 
diTined,  who  formed,  at  times,  part  o 
evening  drde  at  Clarence  Lodge. — Fo 
major,  wbo^  he  pereraved,  was  rapidly  beo 
a  favourite,  he  had  no  such  ground  of  d 
He  was  a  gentleman,  easy  and  affable 
maanen,  and  liboal  in  dispootioQ ;  but ' 
imposriUe  not  to  peioeiva  that  Crank  th 
his  coiU  was  of  the  *  wrong  colour,'  and^  ' 
terror  of  Mrs.  Crank,  he  had  been  overi 
by  the  major  himself,  on  one  occamoi 
quiring  of  his  confidant  Tiller,  **  if  that 
was  gone  yet  ?" 

The  mere  removal  of  the  veteran  from 
tenham,  to  bring  htm  to  which  place  ah 
been  obliged  lo  resort  to  so  much  artifice, 
for  these  reasons,  an  object  at  the  utmoat  u 
tance;  and  the  moment  be  was  gone,  ah 
relieved  from  half  the  difficulties  tbat  inter 
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between  ber  and  ibe  acconpUsbmcnt  of  her 
wiBbea.  Liberated  now  from  all  af^HKbenuona, 
she  resumed  the  field  with  renewed  raur^ 
and  confidence,  of  BuccesB.—rIt  bad  been  always 
a  subject  of  conuderabte  oppr^eoaion,  dwing 
Crank's  residence  at  CUrence  Lodge,  that  iie 
might,  with  hU  usual  bluntoess,  aUvde,.  in  a 
way  that  could  not  escape  the  <4>servatioa  oS  his 
viBit<»^,  (for  he  always  spoke  so  as  to  be ,  undw- 
stood)  to  his  friend  Burton;  and , the  claiia* 
which  that  individual  had  on  the  gratttudot  if 
not  eBteem,  of  the  whole  family.  Had  she  even 
presumed  to  mention  the  subject  to  him,  as  one 
on  which  he  ought  to  preserve  silencei  sbc  well 
knew  his  hatred  of  diiguise  would  have  [Hveipt- 
ed  him  openly  to  profess  his  acknowledgments 
to  Burton  the  first  i^iptHtunity  that  occurred. — 
Indeed,  she  thought  it  very  likely  that  such  an 
intimatitm  from  her  would  lead  htm  to  suspect 
the  hitherto  undetected  influence  she  bftd  ex- 
erted over  her  daughter's  mind  and  wishes; 
and,  what  would  be  still  worse,  prompt,  in  him. 


standing,  as  well  as  prel 
much   impnrtance  to   h< 
happiness. — Armed  as  t 
be,  so  long  a&  he  made 
of  his  property,  she  kne* 
keep    him    in    ignorance 
exerted  over  her  daughter^ 
monition,  as  to  the  ni 
subject  of  Burton' 
confined   to  Emily  alone' 
pressed   in  language 
solicitude  the  more  : 
that  Major  Harvey's  atlentii 
unequivocal,  and  his  prefer 
played,   that  notliing  shi 
hand  in  marriage  could 
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wani  her  daughter  of  the  extreme  impropriety, 
and,  indeed,  indelicacy,  there  would  be  in 
admitting  to  her  present  admirer,  or  eren  to  a 
female  am/idanU,  that  her  aSectiDDB  had  ever 
been,  in  the  slightest  degree,  engaged  by  ano- 
ther. Her  experience  of  the  sex  having  given 
her  abundant  proof  that  there  was  nothing  of 
which  men  were  more  particularly  tenacious, 
than  of  an  undivided  pref^ence  on  tfae  part  of 
those  to  whom  they  paid  thtsr  addresses ;  and 
that  posnbly  nothing  could  more  enhance  the 
value  of  a  young  female  in  the  jealous  eye  of 
roost  suitors,  thaa  the  reflection,  that  she  had 
never  been  exposed  even  to  the  attentions  of  any 
mortal  but  themselves.  To  all  these  remon- 
strances Emily  lent  an  attentive  ear,  tbrouf^  a 
conviction  that  it  was  faer  duty  to  listen  to  every 
thing  which  came  from  her  parent  with  a 
respect  proportioned  to  that  annety  evinced  for 
her  child's  interest. — Unpractised  as  she  was  in 
amatory  politics,  sfae  felt  no  objection  arise  in  her 
mind  whilst  acquiescing  in  the  course  of  conduct 


vi^Ks,  without  unaginin 
innoceDtlT    performing 
justly  be  diaiged    with 


FmdiCT,  it  vniU  be 
lime  oicuBMuioe^  to  B 
uate  of  her  tetSogt.'- 
1  vluch,  ii 


waaMn,a  ikep  aauooiua 
whidi,  in  its  desie  to 
bsffle  anoonrT>  feeds  o 
iU  olyU  in  MCiel;  u 


Sudi  are  the  widely  di 
the  Matter  PasooD  of  ou 
in  the  oppoale  sexes. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 


To  tbU  MunpUxioii  muM  wa  a 


HowEVEB  complimentary  the  atarming  fllneM 
of  the  captaia  might  have  been  to  the  sagacity 
of  his  medical  man,  it  failed  not  toexdte  in  him 
a  surprise,  only  to  be  surpassed  by  that  arinng 
from  the  unaccountable  circumstance  of  the  old 
man  being  the  bearer  of  no  communication, 
written  or  verbal,  from  that  lady,  to  whom  he 
had  so  explicitly  tendered  his  heart  and  hand. 
Ten  days  had  elapsed,  duiing  whkh  bis  anxiety 


toa™ebopele»of.he«,er 

i„  .Wch,   »  »=»»'   "* 
„ttd.    -Wtot  *■«  "«" 
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Having  so  far  complied  with  bis  friend's  un- 
palatable advice,  and  made  up  his  mind  to  die; 
he,  to  Senna'B  no  small  mortification,  Eeemed 
still  resolved,  that  as  long  as  the  breath  was  in 
his  body,  the  secret  of  the  final  dispoation  ot 
his  property,  should  be  ctHifided  to  no  one  living 
but  his  faithful  domestic.  Senna  failed  not,  at 
his  next  visit,  to  throw  his  eye,  as  if  pujely  by 
accident,  over  the  will,  and  was  startled  to  per- 
ceive nothing  definitively  arranged.  He  had 
hardly  left  his  patient,  whose  hypochondnac  de- 
pression of  spirit  was  conaderably  increased, 
by  not  having  received,  for  some  time,  any 
tidings  from  those  who  were  now  uppermost 
in  his  thoughts,  than  Tiller  was  Bumm<Hied 
by  the  old  man  to  his  cot-side. 

He  was  lying  in  bed,  feeble,  and  suffering  se- 
verely from  pain.  His  right  hand  was  wrapt  in 
a  roll  of  flannel,  which  prevented  the  possibility 
of  inditing  any  thing  himself.  There  was  an  air 
of  mystery  about  the  old  gentleman,  which,  as  it 
was  perfectly  unusual.  Tiller  was  not  prepared 
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to  expect.  Uc  was  not  deatint 
the  dark ;  for  the  commodore  lookin 
with  a  firm,  though  feeble  tone  ol 
addressed  the  man  who  had  servt 
fldehly,  in  almost  every  capacity, 
which  he  was  about  to  be  employed 

'*  Can  you  keep — keep  a  secret, ' 

"Could  the  Bqi/ne  keep  her  vil 
plied  Thomas,  in  a  tone  which 
trust  and  fidelity   than  ever  wi 
by  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

"  Ab,  Thomas — she  was  ■  fin 
could  do  any  thing  but  speak — ; 
are  all  gone  by — we  shall  Devei 
blue  water,  agwn !" 

"I  doesn't  know  that,  Sir.- 
but  if  so  bo,  you  get  over  this 
Lords  of  the  Admirallity  may  ui 
heads  to  give  you  command  of 
dron?" 

"  J/^  flying  days  are  all  over  n 
though  no  one,  thank  God,  can  e 
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from  an  enemy — But  I  must  now  prepare  fat 
another  flight." 

*'  I  hope  not.  Sir ;  you  may  depend  you're 
better  at  home." 

Crank  here  muttered  something  indisunctly, 
about  his  long  home,  as  he  proceeded — 

'^Yee,  yes,  I  feel  it  fast  coming  on— coming 
up  vith  me,  hand  over  hand.  But  I'm  not 
afraid,  Thomas — I  can  meet  it  like  a  man — we 
must  all,  in  our  turn,  be  put  out  of  commisnon 
—No,  no,  there's  no  use  in  mincing  the 
matter — we  must  at  once  prepare  for  paying 
off— so  go,  and  make  out  a  good  pen  for  your- 
self, and  see  if  you  can't  fill  up  the  blanks  in 
that  parchment,"  added  the  feeble  old  man, 
pointing  to  the  will,  which  lay  <m  the  table  by 
the  ^de  of  bis  cot. 

Thomas,  who*  we  before  observed,  had 
so  high  a  veneratbn  for  his  master,  that, 
without  permisuon  from  head-quarters,  be 
had,  during  their  Bojoum  at  theltenham,  rused 
him  to  the  envied  rank  of  admira],  now  mig^t 
have  felt   himself  proportionably  flattered  by 


To  save  repetition,  we  shall  not  trouble  tlu; 
reader,  but  present  to  his  eye,  in  the  italici 
which  follow,  the  actual  autc^aph  of  the  intel* 
ligent  scribe's  polislied  pen. 

"  Now,  Thomas,"  said  Crank,  "  yoa  nnut 
first  write  at  the  bottom — '  I  hereby  add  tba» 
codicil.*  "  , 

«  This  tcAat,  Sir  ?"  uOangKUd  Tilkr. 

"  Co^i-cil,"  said  Crank,  ^UabicaDj. 

"  1  axes  j-our  pardon*  Sir — I  dcwn't  thhli  f 
can  come  that  a« ; — tor  yoa  me  tU  aupPHU* 
to  spell  propcrij  when  a  body's  •  bad  p^* 

<'  Oh,  never  mind,  TlwoM, — It'a  a*  6a*  |» 
be  nice  now.— Cotae  as  acar  ike  mmk  m  ymt 


Cconkd  St  dm  bM,  dttMBMiMjr  tH4  AiiA 
courage,  and  pniaiijaj  im  wSat  mhmmtmm 
tinMalowlj  ifictatcd. 

**  To  Themm  Tmtr  mgMmwtm  mjfim^ 

■Why,  y«,  11  111,   $Smmmm0 


m  mj  htaor  mtA  umk 

more  TiOer"!  idactance  to 

recofded  io  a  document  of 

"  Veij  wdl.  Sir,  as  jou 

*  Iml  «■  i  M  Aif  JToi 


mg?  Wemiutalle 
man,  nab  the  tfnj  off  j* 
"  Natiir*s  aataTt  Sir," 
with  tbe  lapd  of  his  >d 
fram  his  wcatfaer^Katen 
sartin  tbe  dealb  o'  tbe  (M 
never  a  brought  me  to  th 
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"  Let's  see,  what  irfere  the  last  words  you  got 
down  ?*'  nM  HHi-^tet^,'  end^voUrbg  to'  raise 
himsdf  ti]^  ki  hs 'cot  ^td 'Ibok^ ^^ "Bis  Ammu- 
ensis.  '■'''-'  '•-  ^'  ^f^-^-"'^       ''  '    ' 

"  Devout  offi«^«iiri^.  -    ^'^'"^  '         '     ' 

**  No,  Tio-^dec-tb-ted-^not'^  d^W/^r  "^I^^ 
— I  nev^r  was  a  psatb-sidgef ,  tuank  God  !  But 
go  on*— '^ 

*  Dei-tid'fed  officers  I  t^irve  M'^y  skirls.' 

«  rU  not  hare  'fem/gSri'**  s^dTflter,  burst- 
ing out  in  an  ebullition  of  affectionate  fueling. — 
^'  I  never  conld  abide  to  look  on  'en^,  much 
more  put  'em  on  my  back.*' 

"  Go  on,  I  tell  you,**  sidd 'Crank;  atxthorita^ 
lively. 

*  Stockings  and  pariiddur  atl  my  long  West- 
Ingee  white^uck  trousers^  land  up  in  omry  in 
drawr  nummer  8.* 

"  I  knows,  Sir—" 

**  Don'^t  interrupt  me,  man  !'* 

*  Thomas  havin  a  seaman's  jedion  to  ware 
short  breeksy  or  bei%d  Jong  togs? 

o  3 
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Sewed    up   hammock-fabliion,    I   suppose, 
.?*' — said  Tiller,  with  awkward  sympathy, 
f  Exactly  so,    Thomas — and  a  very  good 

f*  Wsttf  fiow^^ — ^Already  these  words,  pre- 
joty  to  Crank*s  thought,  were  committed  to 

per,  and  were  actually  embodied  in  the 
idicil. 

*  To  Leaftetiant  BurUni  I  leve — my  quadroon 
-sexton — brometer — and  all  my  day — and  nighi 

jlasses — signal  fags — Union-Jadcy  buntin^S^c.., 
Rrr  his  awn  privite  use — and  the  good  of  the 
sarvis. 

*  In  a-diahon  to  the  new  teas  above  menshoned 
'^Ileve  to  Katrin  Crank — all  the  traps  and 
rigging  of  her  bed-room — with  the  stuffed  crocks 
adile-^f[>r  which  she  always  eggsprest  such  a 
prijfference — a7id  which  my  poor  Emily — so 
much  dislikes — and,  moreover^  I  hereby  order 
and  direct  J  the  moment  I  slip  my  wind 

**  I  hope  I'll  never  see  that  day,*^  ejaculated 
the  afflicted  scribe. 


aoo 
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"  Hold  your  tongue — go  on— 

'  My  kind — and  fail  h/uln 
JtuUrrt  kaif-tnasl  dmon — and  t 
hands  bum  the  signal  book  on 
vent  UJaUin  in  the  posseshun  c 

"  And    now,    Thomas,"     adcjed 
your  name  as  a  witness  —Thai's  off 

At  tliis  moment  the  beU  rang,  an 
hardly  time  to  conceal,  accordinj; 
order,  this  important  document,  e 
appeared  with  a  letter  in  his  bi 
receipt  of  which,  be  had  been  perba 
as  the  veteran,  though  throtig 
motive. 

'*  I  hope,   my  dear  friend," 
pathi&iugr  spirit — "  that  letter,  whii 
Cheltenham   post-mar 
your  anxiety." 


perba 

1 


■'  Well .' 
or,  yoi 


■come,  break  the  & 
know,  I  liav'n't  now  l 


ivitation  was   requisite. 
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mitted  himself  to  read  the  letter,  the  doctcv^s 
most  sanguine  expectations  had  been  more  than 
realized — He  commenced  slowly  and  emphati- 
cally thus — 

"  *  Clarence  Lodge,  Cheltenham. 
"  « Dear  Brother, 

*^  ^  I  trust  you  will,  notwithstanding  your  in- 
disposition, sympathise  with  us  in  the  feelings 
inspired,  by  the  gratifying  nature  of  the  intel- 
ligence we  have  to  communicate.  Your  usual 
candour  has  not  suffered  me  to  remain  unac- 
quainted with  your  prejudices,  respecting  an 
individual,  whose  conduct  is  as  exemplary,  and 
unimpeachable  as  his  usefulness  under  Provi- 
dence is  generally  admitted,  by  the  little  flock 
of  elect  and  precious  souls,  committed  to  his 
charge — "^ 

^^  Amiable  woman !"  sighed  the  enamoured 
reader. 

"  *  For  most  of  your  prejudices,  originating, 
as  I  was  aware,  in  no  unkindly  feeling  to  me  or 
mine,   I  have,  wherever   conscience  was  con- 


bM*  derf  Bi  tfae  stiB  ■liiii|iiiii^i  irf 

BgfajMMg  tpnit  vidns,  had  I 

■oc  thr  coarse,  vlodi, 

Moed  br  the  puri^  of  its  i 

■BoenJ  propoml  iiaibeenii 

"  Wbat,  fer  Emilj,  1  a 
Cimk. 
■&  deeper  bde  of  Msriet  i 

feabtm  cf  the  doeuv,  «lie« 

IP  Ills  Bind*  tilts  ffPiM 

probdile  dMiige  «f  c 

erer,  that  his  aecret  tboald  be  tfana  « 
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a  third  party,  without  his  consent,  he  was  heard 
to  mutter — 

'^  Strange ! — my  letter  vraaprivatey  and  alto- 
gether confidential — ^but  I  suppose  she  means 
to  sound  him  first  on  the  subject/^ 

'^  ^  Desirable  in  many  respects ;  and  I  hope  in 
the  society  of  a  man  blessed  like  the  doctor,  in 
amiableness  of  manners  and  gracious  gifts — ' 

"  Felicitously  expressed — amiable  creature  !^' 

'^  ^  To  pass  in  peace  the  evening  of  a  life,  suf- 
ficiently chequered  with  misery  at  its  outset, 
in  consequence  of  an  earlier,  and  unhappy 
choice.' 

^^  What ! — Does  she  mean  to  insult  my  bro- 
ther's memory  ? — Oh,  I  smell  a  rat !— All  this 
palaver's  about  herself — unhappy  choice  indeed  ! 
— the  luckiest  hour  of  her  life  ! — ^what  else  would 
she  have  been,"  said  the  angry  invalid — **  but 
a  country  school-mistress,  or  broken-down  go- 
verness ? — but  go  on." 

Senna  was  too  well  satisfied  to  entertain  any 
doubts — so  fearlessly  proceeded. 


ho 


■  Mi>    mit. 


Craii 
All 
fcaturt 
in  Ills ) 
probabl' 
ever,  th 
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rished  in  her  young  breast  towards  that  penny- 
less  pauper,  who  is  so  utterly  unworthy  of  her/ 

'^  Ungrateful  woman  !^  cried  Ctank. 

^^  Ungrateful  woman!*'  edioed  Senna. 

^^  Cant  and  hypocrisy  !*'  vgoined  the  veteran* 

^'  Treachery  and  perfidy  1*  rdotted  the  man 
of  medicine,  flin^ng  aside  die  letter  with^fury. ' 

'^  It's  bad  enough  T  said  the  eld  man,  <<  but 
—I  see  no  treachery.** 

<'  Oh,  Sir,"  said  the  £sculq)ian,  «"  I  am 
paralized  !--rm  palsied  with  horror  al  her  ooin« 
plicated  treadiery — ^you  know  it  not,-^but  I  am 
the  depository  of  her  secret. — She  is  the  whale 
and  sole  cause  of  all  your  illness. — It  was  to 
defeat  your  wishes,  and  to  forward  her  intrigues 
you  were  removed  to  Cheltenham. — ^Your  health, 
already  renovated,  was  thus  sacrificed. — And  as 
I  see  no  hope,  my  dear  friend,  of  your  ever 
rising  from  that  bed,  I — I— and  it  heartily 
grieves  me  to  say  it — I — I — ^pronounce  her — 
accessory  to  your  premature  death." 

In  rapid  accents,  and  with  an  indiscretion 


iitioj 
resorta 
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which  can  only  be  accounled  forf 
want  of  prescDce  of  miad,  arini 
incapacity  to  reflect  on  its 
proceeded  to  corroborate  these  J 
tions  by  a  yet  more  incniitic 
artifices  which  had  been 
Mrs.  Crank  and  himself,  in  orda 
him  from  his  home. — Crank,  mutq 
Toent,  listened  to  the  tale, 
terror. — He  felt  his  life  had  I 
of  their  mutual  diiplidty. — But  i 
and  more  powerful  feeling  absi^ 
his  indignation  against  Senna  was  i 
balance^  compared  with  the  weig 
ment  he  felt  towards  the  ungratefu 
had  so  coolly  planned  his  destructi< 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


FINALE. 


-You  are  very  near  my 


Brother  in  his  love. 


Shakspearb. 


Burton,  on  arriving  in  port  with  his 
prizes,  found  at  least  one  objection  to  his  pros- 
pects of  happiness  obviated. — His  share  in  the 
captured  merchantman,  alone,  was  calculated  at 
three  thousand  pounds;  and  he  had  not  been 
four  days  in  harbour,  ere  the  only  remaining 
obstacle,  to  the  absorbing  wish  of  his  heart, 
was  removed  by  an  official  account  of  his  pro- 
motion to  the  rank  of  Commander. 


»• 
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Armed,  therefore,  with  thoBe  credentials,  which 
he  had  every  i^ason  to  believe  would  be  un- 
questiooabte  in  the  qouvt  of  Ciipid^  ht8>  resolve 
was  instaiHly  Ibrmed;  and  ere.two  daya  had 
elapsed,  subaequent  ta  ScBna's*  peniMntiil  con- 
fession, as  to  the  arts  which  bad  bees  isofataHy 
practised  on  the  unhappy  k^alid^  Biirtob  himaelf 
stood  at  the  veteran's  bednnde  to  daim  his  niece's 
hand.     Mutual  explanationt  succeeded' to  cor- 
dial greeting— -the  story  of  tbt  oU  iiian*s  sor- 
rows»  and  of  the  young  man^s  joys  wfere  vapidly 
interchange. — As  the  young  oonMOaiider  con- 
cluded the  narrative  of  his  recent  triumph,  the 
enthusiastic  old  officer,  for  the  last  tkane  in  tins 
life,  was  seen  to  fl#urish  his  withered  ann  o^ver 
hisqged  bead<;  whilst  Bufton^s  heaK  was  toe 
kind  not  to, mingle  die  tributary  tear  with  the 
too  viable  angtush  of  baa  old  friend. 

By  a  rapid  transition,  natural  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, the  conversation  turned  on  the  all- 
engrossing  subject  of  his  atUchment.  He  re- 
peated the  old  gentieman^s  promise — dwelt  on 


iufnl 

"  Ah,  my  dear  felloi 
deserve  the  girl,  and  I  v 
at  mj  dispotal — ^youll  aef 
fiar  it't  too  late,  if  you  i 
I  am  grieved  to  aty,  hat 
poneaiiaD,"  uwl  the  Teb 
ooilnous  docmneot  fnxn  i 

Burt«i'B  alarm  was  indi 
the  ptper,  and  in  looking 
covered  that  paragraph, 
vilh  the  whole  extent  ol 
usual  promptitude  fonool 
and  motionlen;  whilst  uw 
the  letter  on  the  6oor. 

H^>pily  his  old  fries 
came  to  ))is  wd ;  with  ai 
Ills  cnfi'eblcd  situation,  hi 
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soger — four  horses— crack-on  everything — ^your 
only  chance !'' 

^^  I  feel  it  !'^  said  Burton,  recovering  from 
his  stupor ;  ^^  but  without  your  written  consent, 
expedition  would  be  fruitless :  for  you  well 
know  her  mother^s  hostility  to  the  cloth."*^ 

<<  That  you  shall  have,'^  said  the  Commodore, 
furiously  tearing  o£P  the  bandages  from  his  right 
hand;  and  with  the  ready  aid  of  Tiller,  ac- 
complishing a  task,  which,  an  hour  before,  both 
would  have  imagined  impossible. 

^^  There  !''  said  he,  in  a  tone  which  indicated, 
that  the  effort  he  had  made  was  too  much  for 
him,  "  Fve  told  her  my  mind — cancel  my  will 
— cut  her  off  with  a  shilling — the  day's  your 
own ;  if  you're  in  time — ^listen  to  no  delay :  but 
clinch  the  concern  for  fear  of  accidents  C*  added 
he,  handing  Burton  the  important  document,  and 
falling  back  on  his  pillow,  completely  exhausted. 

It  was  evening  ere  the  young  commander 
started  for  his  destination.  A  long  winter^s 
night  succeeded,   and  the   lingering  dawn   of 


pantintj  stccils  wliich   w 
aU)n<x    to   tlie    tloslincd 
misery. 

On  his  arrival  at  the 


•_  • 


waiting  to 
himiielf  to  Clarence  Loc 
appeal  ante  of  heing  dea 
selves!  ye  sympathising 
was  his  surprise  and  as 
from  the  only  menial  lei 
tress,  and  several  friends 
before,  set  out  in  two  c 
Miss  Emily  to  church. 

He  heard  no  more— 
along  tlic  avenue,  to  the 
ous,  haggard  appearanc 
Absorbed   in  gloomy   f 
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everything — at  moments  his  heart  played  the 
rel)el  against  his  love,  and  wounded  pride 
directed  his  indiscriminating  resentment  against 
the  object  of  his  idolatry. 

Little  knew  or  recked  he,  the  subtle  art,  the 
delicate  address  used  in  order  to  beguile  her 
innocent  footsteps  into  a  path,  for  her  thickly 
planted  with  thorns;  and  induce  her  to  make 
a  surrender  of  her  feelings — her  hearths  pre- 
ference,— through  a  duteous  compliance  with 
the  wishes  and  importunities  of  an  affectionate, 
though  proud-minded,  ambitious  parent. 

How  many  mysterious  conjectures,  insinuationsi 
suppressions,  concealments,  are  often  placed  in 
the  way  of  a  young  girl,  in  the  hope  of  biassing 
her  judgment  in  that  critical  choice,  which  is 
certain  to  fix  irrevocably  the  colour  of  her  future 
life  !  How  many  a  kind  and  gende  spirit,  is 
thus  cajoled  into  odious,  though  indissoluble 
chains !  How  many  a  cruel,  though  wdl-meant 
artifice,  is  devised  by  maternal  solicitude,  to  de- 
ceive the  almost  instinctive  judgment  of  a  young 
female  ;  and  induce  her  to  yield,  even  though 
shuddering  with  reluctance,  her  guileless  heart, 

VOL.    III.  F 


'wn 


the  sacrifice,  vhich  so  fatal 
of  a  woman's  misory ;  s 
her  headlong  fall  from  vir 

He  reached  the  churti 
had  entered — he  heard  an 
name  pronouDced,  which 
Blinded  with  sorrow,  pas 
gered  up  the  great  aisle, 
hridegroom  read  half  her 
his  almost  affianeed  brid 
barely  time  tu  sever  those 
would  have  united  for  evi 
extended  the  letter  which 
ruption  of  the  ceremony ; 
he  encircled  all  that  was  c 

"  Oh.  Burton ! — how  h 
how  grateful  to  Heaven !" 

.U^ k.  »„  UlAo.  hap  hl.l 
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hi8  unknown  rival.  Burton  found  the  stranger 
had  grasped  bim  affectknately  by  the  hand, 
and  recognued  in  him  his  only  brother ! 

Twelve  years  bad  passed  since  their  young 
hearts  were  severed.-— Engaged  in  the  service  of 
their  country  in  different  hemispheres^  and  diffe- 
rent pnrfessionsy  they  were  each  ignorant  of  those 
details  with  which  the  reader  is  acquainted,  all 
which  were  DOW  rapidly  exjdained. — Could  Her- 
vey  then  hesitate  to  relinquish  his  pretensions  to 
a  hand — to  him  valudess;  nnce  the  heart,  which 
should  have  accompanied  it,  was — his  brother's  ? 

Although  the  ceremony  was  postponed,  they 
were  soon  after  united  ;  and  Hervey  insisted  on 
contiibuUng  half  of  his  splendid  fortune  as 
Emily's  marriage  portion ;  determining  to  return 
again  to  the  Indies,  in  hopes  to  dissipate  amidst 
the  bustle  of  professional  life,  regrets  which  he 
foreboded  were  too  deep  ever  to  be  obliterated ; 
and  resolving,  for  her  sake,  to  die  a  bachelor. 


The  letter  of  the  commodore  having  ob- 
tained  publicity,  Doctor  Styles  prudently  de- 
clined  the  preference  Mrs.    Crank   had  given 


congratulated  himself  H 
hignrtitude,  from  his  ^ 
now  deceased  Tcfpran's  w 
pendant  OR  the  bountjrof  i 
tati  hud  «>  reiteratedly  inj 

Defeated   in  all  lior 
(lamo  appealed  at  lint  4 
under  tliese  multiplied  ^ 
chia  of  ProteslARl  iecM 
CoDfeesion  is^  aluioe 
observed,  as  aniuogst  Rem 
and,  in  thus  < 
she  has  since  admitted 
were  a  just  punishment  1 
trealure-hvr,  and  that   si 
the  finger  of  Pruvideacc 

Possibly  so  will  the  I 


int  M 
ied  J 
^talfll 
St  aa  r 
it  Ron 

lUDtlM 

ted^ 
irncnt  I 


ideac^ 
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